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INTRODUCTION. 



John Bkrnaed, quo of the brightest of English coino- 
dians, and one of the earliest of American managers, waa 
an important figure on the stage of the United States in 
tho beginning of this century. He was born in Ports- 
Lmouth, England, in 1756. His father was a naval oSicer, 
B.ftnd a relative of Sir Francis Bernard, a British govemot 
r of Massachusetts, who was bo unpopular In that colony 
that when he was recalled, in 1760, Boston celebrated hia 
departure by salvos of artillery and general deffionstrations 
of public joy. John Bernard was educated at Chichester, 
where he acted Hamlet in a school performance of tho 
tragedy before ho was sixteen. He shortly after appeared 
on the professional stage at the village of Famham, near 
Portsmouth, in tho charactdt of George Barnwell, Hia 
father's return from sea at this time put a stop to the 
young actor's brief esperience, and led to his being articled 
to a solicitor, with whom, however, he could not have re- 
mained long, as in 1773 he began a professional career 
destined to last with honor, if not with profit, for half a 
century. 

He waa a member of a strolling troupe for a short time, 
hut soon gained admittance into the regular company 
which served tho Norwich circuit. Hero he met Mrs. 
Cooper, an actress of great versatility, whom ho described 
as " a kind of Garrick in petticoats," and whom Ue MraiwiSi. 
in 1774. In the winter of im-S "Sit. Mi4.'^\s'i."?>'£vwix&. 



imp! 
r they 



IXTItODL'CTIUX. 






P 



joined tbo conii>any at the Bntli Tlicatro, then the moet 
important in England outeido of the motropolis. There 
they inadu their first appearance as Gratiano and Portia, 

the Shylock of Henderson. There they played Sir Ben- 
lin liackbitc and Mrs. Candor, in the firat perfonn- 
inco of the " School for Scandal " out of Ijondon, the rc- 
heanutla of which were superintended by Sheridan him- 
Bclf. From 1760 until 1T84 Bernard acted in Ireland, 
vhcre ho was associated with such stage giants as Miss 
O'Neill and John Kemble. On Oct. 10, 1787, Bernard 

idti his first appearance in London and at the Covent 
Garden Theatre, plft5ingArehorinlhe"Beanx' Stratagem," 
Mrs. Bernard taking tbe part of Mrs. Sullen. In London 
Bernard made many friends; bis associates were Sheridan, 
Selwyn, Fox, and the leading wits and men about town; 
and in 1780 he was elected secretary of the famons Beef- 
steak Club, an honor of which ho was always very proud. 

His first wife having died, bo married, in 1795, a Miss 
Fisher, who had a short and unimportant career on tho 
4tagc, dying ten years later in America, to which country 
she accompanied him in the summer of 1797. His en- 
gagement was with Wignell, the Philadelphia manager, 
at a salary of a thousand pounds a twclvemontb, at that 
time an unusually large amonnt; and he made bis first 
American appearance on Aug. 25, 1707, at the Greenwich 
Street Theatre, Now York, as Goldfinch in the "Road to 
Ruin," the elder Warren playing Old Domton. During 
the six years licrnard spent in Philadelphia he played, 
besides the comedy parts for which be was engaged. Shy- 
look, Falconbridge, Hotspur, and others, in the absence of 
a leading tragedian in the company. IIo wont to Boston 
in 1803, where, in 1800, ho became joint manager, with 
Powers, of the Federal Street Tbeatro, and sailed for Eng- 
ind in search of new attractions for his company. With 

third wife, a Miss Wright, whom he married in St. 
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INTSODCCTIOJf. 

James's Church, Piccadilly, he relnrnetl to 1 
same year, aiid remained there at the bead of sffun in 
the Federal Street hoase until 1810. After profearioaal 
tours in Canada, he acted in the Thespiaii Uall at Albany, 
K. T., and opened on Jan. 18, 1813, thv firEt nignlir tfao- 
atre — that on Green Street — which Albany pOMCBsed. Id 
181G he went npon a tour through the United StAtca, be- 
ing one of the earliest moving stars in the American tli»- 
atrical firmament. Id tbo aulnmn of I81T ho rctamcd to 

le Btock company of the theatre in Boaton, and took his 
^well of the American etago in the " Soldier's Dangh- 

'," April 19, 1319, delivering a farewell addreM — and 
going homo to England as heartily liked and as sincerely 
regretted as his colonial relative of lialf a century Ixifore 
was hooted and despised. lie died in London, Not. 29, 
1828. 

John Bernard was much mure than a comedian of re- 
markable brilliancy; be was a shrewd social obscrrM", 
nick to sec, and acute in noting the value of what ho 
He came to America admirably equipped aa a »to- 
it of men and manners ; and he brought with him 
what is not often to bo found in the personal baggago 
of the British touriat in the United States — an extraor- 
dinary openness of mind. There is in his record of his lifo 
here in America scarcely a trace of what Mr. Lowell caU« 
that certain condescension of the foreigner. His bias, in 
Bo far as he had any, was in favor of the new country and 
the yonng nation. This bias, perhaps, may have been due 
to his intimate association with Fox and Sheridan and 
the other AVbigs of the Beefsteak Club. lie bad antnaal 
opportunities for tbo study of American habits in town 
and in country, and of these be availed himself to the ut- 
most, lie was brought into contact with many of the 
" rtinguished sons of the Republic in h\a ia^j — \f as^iwa^- 

1, Jefferson, Charica Carroll o£ CarroWlon — ot» Xcwas o\ 
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ISTRODUCnOSf. 

liendship if not of intimacy, and tiia rocord o 

K tlify made upon tiiiu is vivid and valuable. Ho was 
ready a writer aa ho was a keen observer, IIo told an 
nrcdoto liglitly and briglitly, and with a cliarra pecnliar 
) tlio men of liia profession. He bad caugbt from the 
Eighteenth-Century comedies, in which he so often acted, 
a certain sparkle and an easy wit, which play pleasantly 
along his page. 

On hia retirement from the stage and retnrn to England, 

^Semard began the preparation of liis biography; and 

|ft1)out a year before hia death be completed the work, 

rbut," as his son tills us, "in too voluminous a state for 

niblieation." Hia son was the iate ^. Bayle Bgniard, 

pklio was born in Boston, Mass., in 1809, and died in Lon- 

m, England, in 1S75. He began life as an actor, but 

wn turned critic and dramatist, and was the author of 

"Nervous Wan," the "Dumb Belle," and "His Lost 

B." For Hackett bo wrote the earliest drama of "Hip 

|P"an Winkle," and for Yankee Hill, Silsbee, and other 

merican character actora, he wrote many other plays 

iwhich entitle him to he considered one of the inventors of 

^nhe Stage Yankee. 

^B After John Bernard's death, in 1828, Baylc Bernard 
^nelected and condensed from his father's autobiography 
the interesting " Retrospections of the Stage, by the Lato 
John Bernard, Manager of the American Theatres, and 
formerly Secretary of the Beefsteak Club. 2 vols, Lon- 
don, Henry Colburn and Richard Bentley, 1830." This 
work met with great and instant success, and is still high- 
ly prized by all collectors of theatrical literatnre on both 
sides of the Atlantic, It was republished by Carter & 
Hondec, in Boston, in 1832, but both editions have been 
long out of print. 
Hk The " Retrospections of the Stage " come down only to 
^Hne date of Beraard's leaving England for America. From 
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ise pagcB of hia father's manuscript momotrs i 
descriptive of liia life ami ojcpfriencea in ihc tTnited 
Itatoa, Bayle Bernard made at diCferent limiis three diffcr- 
it seta of estracta, all taken literalljr from tlie autoltiog- 
iphy, and exact, eo fai' as they went, but all incomplete. 
first ten chapters of the followinf^ tiook arc printed 
from a manuscript found among her husband's papers by 
the widow of Bayle Bernard, and by her prepared for 
publication. 

From the original autobiography of the cider Bernard 
— now apparently lost or destroyed — the son had previonH- 
ly condensed material for six chapters of " Early Days of 
the American Stage," published in TtdlWs I^amatic May- 
azine, In 1850-51. A few of the more pertinent paB8l^^;)l 
if these sis chapters will be found aa the eleventh chapter 
it the present book. The concluding four ehajili-rs aro 
im a second manuscript, since discovered by Mrs, Bayle 
lernard, three chapters of which were published, in 1884, 
in the Manhattan Mtfjazine, with notes by ih. 

We have made no effort to correct Bernard's occasional 
and trivial mistakes in American history and topography, 
nor have we endeavored to annotate tho text generally, 
but wo have appended notes on tho early American actors 
and actresses whose names may not be familiar to the 
general reader, and of whose careers little is known even 
by students of the stage. Of course we are not rcapon- 
eible for the abrupt ending of the manuscript. 
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RETROSPECTIONS OF AMERICA. 



CHAPTER I. 

PROGRESS OF SOCIETY IN AMERICA. 

TiiE European who has visited America must admit tliat 
it gave him an impreasion perfectly original, however wide 
had been hia intercourse with other countries. It was not 
that he saw creation on a scale of magnitude — in India he 
had marvelled at " heaven -prop ping " MIIb, and a Eca-like 
rush of rivers — but that the idea of the physical sublime 
was merged in that of the spiritual. He perceived an en- 
lightened people subduing a giant continent to a giant 
scheme of civilization. The poising of the powers of mind 
and matter was the novelty; tbo bringing into such strik- 
ing juxtaposition the birth and maturity of creation. This 
I will not dwell upon. But the visitor must also have re- 
marked the varioua shades of character which even now 
mark the limits ot the primitive divisions of the United 
States, though daily growing less distinct in the spread of 
intelligence. It has often struck me that an inquiry into 
these decaying records would involve an explanation of 
many anomalies in the past as well as present aspect of 
the country, and I therefore beg leave to preface the fol- 
lowing chapters of my Retrospections with a brief sketch 
of the settlement and progress of society in America, At 
her first colonization she was peopled on the one hand 
by exiles who fled to worship God in freedom, and on tKo. 
■ tOtber by adventurers who only iNOT;s\\\fYfti^ii.v&TO.ti'a. Q^ 
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tho emigration of Lord itallimoro and liia frieaSilolEI^ 
land, mid under Uio succeeding period of tho I'roteotorUev 
America presented tUe oingular ap]>earanco of a refuge for 
tho tbreo parties which had successively swayed tlits de»- 
tinies of Etiglam), and overthrown each other. Tlio Puri- 
tans wore quietly cstablishtKl in New England; tho Cath- 
olics wore safely housed in Marylaitd; atid Virginia, tlie 
depot of commerce, became the refuge of all fugitive roy- 
alists and Chiin-h people, jMeaiiwhile the SwedvB had 
lighted upon the Delaware, and the ]>utch upon tho Ilttd- 
Bon. The return of Charles 11., the Act of Uniformity, and 
tb« revooation of the Ktlict of Nantes, sent forth fr«Bh 
supplies and settlements, A colony of Huguenots 
miscellaneous English broke ground in Carolina; SiriH 
and Palatines poured into Kew York and New Jersey; 
while the truly Christian institutions of Pcnnsylvaoift 
proved a magnet yearly to the Lutherans of GermaDy, 
The colonial governments had by this lime settled into 
three kinds: Charter, Royal, and Proprietory; the first, 
in New England, where tho right of making laws and of 
electing officers was ceded to the people; tho second, in 
New York and Virginia, where tho crown had the appoint- 
ment of tho governor and council, and also a veto on the 
acts of the assembly; and the third, in all the rest, where 
the powers of the king were transferred to the proprietora. 
It was thus that in sixty years from its settlement wa 
see spread together on tho continent, Puritans, Quakers, 
Catholics, and Church- people, English, French, Swedea, 
Swiss, Dutch, and Germans, under the antagonistic infla- 
ences of monarchic and democratic rule. The question 
now is, how were these diversities affected by their institn- 
ttons? 

The first population of Virginia was perhaps the moat 
miscellaneous. Their allurement had been gold. Sir 
Walter Raleigh was not a solitary dreamer with regard 
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to the hidden riches of the novthern continent, for hie espe- 
diliona to Virginia, his writings, and his waste of wealUi to 
prove that the soil of the country concealed a power which 
might raise England to a rivalry with Spain, inoculated no 
small number of believers; and a frenzied eagerness to 
realize his wonders hurried out some few honeBt-minded 
upon the 8am.e frail plank with the many reddess and de- 
bauched, the spendthrift and the gambler, who thought 
to repair their broken fortunes by one Stroke of thuir 
heavy-becled boots upon the earth, whioli could thus be 
made to disclose their yellow idol, like a burst of sunshine 
through a broken shutter. The dreams of these first 
treasure-seekers were soon dispelled, and such of them as 
did not die of disappointment, or the unexpected toils and 
evils of a swampy country, turned their attention to extract- 
ing gold from rice and tobacco. For such men it is obvi- 
ous that some strict discipline was needed to correct their 
greed of mammon and their laxity of morals. How far 
was this afforded them? 

James I. in enrolling the Established Church among 
the provisions of the Virginia Charter, with so marked a 
silence on the subject of established education, was but 
extending the intolerance he was so liberally dealing out 
at home. Pedantic and shallow as he was, it cannot be 
conceived he was ignorant of the necessity for education 
in a wild, warm, and luxurious country which offered every 
temptation to disorder and immorality. We must sup- 
pose that he held the church to be in itself a sufficient 
means of instruction, or the beat organizer of any supple- 
mentary one. But a school is as important to a country 
as a church. Upon points of doctrine sects will differ, 
but there can be no dispute with regard to practical mor- 
als, and to expect that grown people who have never been 

Hliafitructcd in these when young, will either obey tkc \^j»is. 

^nv attend places of worsliii), is aa teasomatiVft aa lo waY'^wift 
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Ibat a buntaa bviaa will walk because h« lias attained tbo 
age of tWDuty-one, if biit Irgti have Wen kept manacled 
from cbildbood, Bcsiden, tho due m^ntcnaDce of thi 
church itnelf depended tipon a local circnmstaiico — th« ox- 
tstenco of towna or social commnnitics. Now it ao h^i- 
pcned tliat tb« planters, dintributinf:; themselves along the 
banks of tho various rivers in this colony, in order that 
•hips might load direct from their warehonsce, fonod it 
their interest to scatter rather than to gather into oommu- 
nitics; su that tbo first settlement, Jamestown, waa de- 
serted; and Cor many ycard WllliamHburgh was a mere 
coart-house for the legislature. Tho church, being thus 
unable to support itself, could certainly not organize de- 
pendent schools; and for nearly a hundred yeai's from il 
settlement Virginia may be said to have had neither 
moral nor religious instruction, except such as came pri- 
vately from the hands of DissenlcrB. And here was the 
bleBsing of an establishment. Not only were the New 
England preachers driven out by a church which waa un- 
able itself to discbarge its functions, but when these men 
petitioned for leave to establish sebools, it was refused on 
the ground of their n on- conformity. Thus while the 
seekers of religious freedom in the North were branded 
aa a set of ignorant fanatics, the settlers of the South, 

I wealth-seekers at beat, wore left wholly untauglit to cor- 
rupt BtiU more, till "the colonies" became, at home, an- 
other word for all that was contemptible. The sovereign 
who had coerced the one and patronized the other de- 
spised tbem both. It waa enough for James that in the 
one quarter ibey disliked bishops, and in the other grew 
tobacco. 
As time went on the growth of the settlements failed 
to recommend thom any more to the mother coun- 
try, A favorite image with Cotton Mather and the old 
divines was to style America "the ark of the religions 
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world in the rising of the flood of pcraoeutioo." Un- 
fortunately the compariaon held good in more respects 
than one. The ark contained not merely many excellent 
features, but a specimen of every beast, clean and unclean, 
n the face of the earth. In like manner the colonies, by 
^e time of Charles II., became the receptacle of all the 
rogues and riiuagates who bad outraged the laws of Eu- 
rope, a basin into which England, when apoplectic, re- 
lieved herself by pouring all her black blood. Every gen- 
tieman who was unfortunate in busines.s, or took peculiar 
iewH of the laws of property, forthwith crossed the At- 
lantic. The congenial climate drew the majority south- 
ward, and there, under the sanction of the English gov- 
emmetit, these gentry began that practice which became 
the plague-spot of America, polluting her constitution to 
this hour — the importation of slaves. With this capital 
as their resource the Southern States became commercial, 
and soon rich; but the devil's system thrived only to en- 
tail its curse. The social poison first relaxed tlio settler's 
energies and then their never-too-strict morals; African 
oppression led to European indulgence; libertinism and 
laziness ushered in gaming aud drinking, till this region 
became a mere bower of Bacchus and Cytlierca, relieved 
in the background by a lively representation of the in- 
BTnal regions. Nor was this all. Though people went 
»ere for a living, they died there so marveUonsly fast that 
Pthe New World"seemed almost synonymous with "the 
next world," though with more roaemblance to its lower 
than its happier division. The planters seemed to raise 
equal crops of cotton and of fever, and the term applied 
to their territory — a swamp — was as dismal as it was in- 
definite. Nor was the aspect of New England much more 
^enticing. The majority of Englishmen had a horror of 
^HMjBmn faces and psalm-singing, and New England &>}- 
^^Hircd to be a mass of meeting-liowse^. X&\,-^Qtwi,'OQ.»^ 
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conflict with tho Indiana was still raging, and not l 
cam« homo without bringing nowa of some bloody i 
among tho savages, 'i'lu-so horrors formeil lb« etople of 
many n wintiT-nigbt'it tiilk nt tiomo, till tho poorest wreti^h 
who hod a roof to shelter him, as hi: raked up tho pmbers 
of his hearth, thiinkutl God that ho was not condemned to 
exile in "ibe colonies," Thus, for a century, America was 
I looked on in England as a liuid of fevers and fanstics, of 
flwamps nnd scampH, of self-called saints and savages. It 
is a question whether it was ]>opuIar with any one vxc^t 
the Bristol merchants who lived by its oxporta, expectant 
bankrupts, and afflicted fathei-s who had good-for-nothing 
sons to get rid of. 

Nor were the feelings the different sections of tlie coon- 
try entertained for each other much more congenial. mi« 
lordly Sonlh turned with disdain from the plodding North, 
while the moral Ncw-Englander looked with angry dis- 
approval upon tho idle, dissolute Virginian. New Eng- 
land, however, was slowly hut surely succeeding in her 
struggle with the savages, and while some of the ferment 
of fanaticism worked off, the strength of religious principle 
remained, net's was still an agricultural district and a bard- 
working, well-conducted community; the freedom of the 
body her strongest rivet in the fetters of tho passions; the 
purity of her life the best title-deeds to the charter of her 
fathers. Thus she became a reservoir of honest hloodj tho 
animating spirit, both as regarded intellect and principle, to 
the gross flesh of other parts of the country, and the effect 
of her nourishing this flame of freedom was her kindling 
the fire of the Revolution. Once lighted, however, it 
spread readily in the South, for the planters had at least 
never lost this one purifying influence— a love of liberty. 
Every one is aware that tho champions of the people in 
. Sngland were the friends of the Plymouth settlers, but it 
m perhaps not so well known that the managers of the 



PR0GBES3 OF SOCIETY IS AMERICA. 



wlonv— ' 



I 



Virginia Company, tlie first governors of tliat colony- 
established with monarchic institutions and the favorito 
asylum of fugitive Cavaliers — wore among the boldest op- 
ponents of prerogative in both houses of Parliament; to 
wit — Southampton, Oxford, and Essex, Selden, Sandys, 
Rich, Perrot, and Sir Dudley Digges. Virginia, in the out- 
set, was thus thrown into the eame ranks with New Eng- 
land as a land of disaffection. The planters had always 
held their own prerogatives to be superior to the king's, 
and, in the colonial assembly, all the activity they bad dis- 
played itself in opposition. At its first meeting, in 1624, 
they published a declaration of their rights as a basis of 
future legislation. Soon after, they seized and sent pris- 
oner to England Sir John Harvey, a transcript of Charles 
I.,who tried to play his master's game among tliem. With 
all their loyalty they were the first to oppose the Naviga- 
tion Act, originating as a mark of hatred in Cromwell, but 
confirmed as apieoe of gratitude by Charles II. Their whole 
history, with that of Carolina, is a series of stnigglea with 
arbitrary governors, who would persist in vetoing their 
enactments. The planters were the feudal bai-ons of '- 
America; and even slavery, while relaxing their morals, 
served only to stiffen them into more rigid upholders of 
freedom. It is one of the original remarks of Burke that 
" slavery has always been a cherisher of freedom, since, to 
the planter," he observes, "liberty is not merely an enjoy- 
ment, but a distinction." And as, with increased wealth, a 
Jiesire for instruction arose, as there were no means of 
^gratifying it in their native land, the rising generation had 
^ bo sent to the mother country, to mix with English 
'youth, and share with them the influences of liberal edu- 
Rsation, The rulers of that country forgot how the manli- 
tftess of the colonists had been fostered by free institutions, 
wid that the region of "criminals and slaves" ha*! \wk^ j 
■ending its sons to learn in "EngVaTiiV* iawj«i\av'C\e% '3pJ 
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spirit of hvr government, nnd tlic lanilinarks of right HI' 
ber oourts of justice, vticn the sujiptirttTS of prerogntire 
■crnplod not., in 1164, to deny the fundamental principlea 
of liberty. When tlio arm that should have enfolded sad 
embracod tho coloniBte was thns Htrctched out to opprOH 
them, tho blow that was meant to crush served onljr tO 
animate, and America, despised as a dependence, became 
|>« nation. 

The Revolution, in the heat of an all-combining sym- 
pathy, fused the great mass of prcjndice and rcpakioiif 
and BO long aa the prcRsure from without lasted, tlM 
AmiTicnns were consolidnled in heart and mind as one 
..man. It gave an impulse to native migration, which, like 
I native manufactures, ha^ so long been checked by royal 
ftolicy. Tho stales as colonies were needed only on the 
shore; the enterprising, now safe wherever their posscs- 
siona might bo, were tempted to a wider range. It also 
held out fresh inducements to immigration from the most 
diverse sources. Commerce was no longer confined to the 
South, fur the superior local resources of the Middle States 
(New York, Pennsylvania, etc.) rendered them an attrac- 
I tive arena for the skill and capital of Europe, so that in a 
I short lime this new circle rose aa superior to the others in 
wealth, enterprise, and population as it was distinct in 
its diversities of character. To promote immigration, 
which had been thus heneficial, every encouragement waa 
offered (in Delaware, for instance, a man could hold lands 
without becoming a citiKcn); consequently, for many years 
after the great convulsion, the Middle States presented a 
sort of sample of the whole civilized world. 

t Another great and good effect of the Revolutionary 
War was t!ie bringing in of a taste for refinement, 
fiirongh the influence of the gallant French, who had lent 
Bieir aid to the patriots in their struggle with England. 
W^ia made indeed an era in the progreaa of society in 
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America; and however it afforded ground for temporary 
debate, proved eventually of much benefit. French man- 
ners, abstractly considered, are doubtless worthy of be- 
coming uuivcraal, the only question is, Can tbey be allied 
with sound morality ? Many consider the perfect anion 
of the two only a posaihility of tho millcDnium; that Mo- 
rality and Refinement arc a couple so repugnant in their 
natures that no form of government could pronounce their 
banna, and that the one can only cling to tho hut of a re- 
public, tho other haunt solely the halk of monarchies. It 
ia cnrioiiB to observe how America haa been the general 
battle-field of principles, an epitome in her progress of so 
much that ia interesting in the history of man ; how, after 
her freedom was established, the question of her manners 
was mooted by the Southern and Northern States with all 
the prejudices of royal and republican communitiea. As 
the discusaion thvowa a light upon the times and explains 
the nature of much provincial feeling, it may not be amiss 
to give an outline of it. In the South a reliab for refine- 
ment was readily imparted, and was fostered by local 
causes. ' Tliere were so many constitutional resemblances ■ 
between Frenchmen and the planters, that tho habita of the 
one fitted the other as though they had been made to meas- 
ure. But the impulse failed to go northward. The New- 
Englandera, looking back lo their ancestry, who, like 
cocoanuts, had the roughest of rinda with tho sweetest of 
cores, wore fully persuaded that purity within was always 
in proportion to simplicity of exterior, and were unwilling 
to come out of tho security of their antique entrenchments, 
however offensive these might be to modern eyes. But 
the Southern epicureans were so full of sociability, they re- 
solved to pour a little into the honest stoics of the North, 
willy-nilly. Their ideas of patriotism would not suffer 
them to approve of manners which had an English affiuif^i . 
"Why," they exclaimed, in mingled wonitv ft^ui \'aS\^'i.- 
1* 
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tion, "ilo you display to England xuoh a Blavifih B|Mrili 
imiUlion ? when }-oii bave Uirown nlT )ior [mlitionl shm^kl?.* 
why wear iboao of her cold, dull, burdonBomc forraalitiw? 
What in tUf improMiou you convey to Europe of America? 
If a stranger conic among you at an ovcDing party be id 
not introduced to tbe company generally, that he may be 
amalgamated with it immodiatoly, but is led by the host 
or hoRteMB like a lamb to every choir in tbe room (their 
occupants eying as if they would cat Inm), and at last 
provided with one in a corner, where ho is abandoned to 
tbe mercy of Providence, for nothing under a miracle can 
procure him tlie least attention. The women sit huddled 
together in another corner, wbiepcring and winking, evi- 
dently in diusection of his personal appearance. When 
dinner brings them together each person seems to be an 
independent government that must provide for itself. 
The wine, he fondly imagines, will bo llio dawn of sod- 
ability, poor fellow! tlie iec melts to drench him with a 
flpringflood. Each person is so punctilious that his own 
health is ruined in drinking oilier people's, llie cloth re- 
moved, ho asaures himself of some enjoyment in discover- 
ing the tastes and characterH of the females, when lo! «p 
they start hke a covey of pheasants and fly into the next 
room. He is then condemned to brandy -and- water and 
the society of men nhom by this time he has begun 
heartily to hate. When he rejoins the women, if the host 
and hostess are not scrupulous in regard to cards or dancing, 
their indulgence is limited to eleven o'clock, so that, at the 
very hour be has carried all the outworks of his new friends* 
confidence, estimable propriety turns him out, on a nipping 
HL winter's night, to go home and keep himself warm — by nt- 
^B tcring imprecalious." To this the stoics of the North re- 
^B plied: "True, we treat aBtrangerwiihreaerve, because we 
^^ arc not certain it would be safe to be free with him. Civil- 
^B izcd men must he regarded as wild men till you discover 
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they won't harm you. Should a visitor prove worthy of 
becoming a friend, we make amends for our early fears by 
endeavoring to detain him. You, on the contrary, in the 
frenzy of your benevolence, open your arras to eviiry one 
that comes with a plausible tongue, a genteel exterior, and 
convivial habits. You stop to make no inquiries or ob- 
servations; you give him welcome to your house at once, 
and put it in his power to make himself welcome to all 
that's in it. Such being French manners, we cleave to 
those of our forefathers, not because they were English, 
but because they were good, prudent men, who, knowing 
that evil was on its travels (the devil is a great walker), 
aswellasgood, cared only to make the acquaintance of the 
latter," 

The South tried to escape this rebuff by placing the 
point in another position. " You may exercise all your 
present caution," said they, " and still rclas a little of your 
old-fasbioned rigidity. Your error consists in keeping 
your females so much in the background. Women are 
Lilhe great refiners of society; make your wives aud daugii- 
iters eschew the kitchen and the nursery for the drawing- 
room, and you wUl easily riao to our level." 

The sturdy North saw in this the gist of the argument, 
"Women," they replied, "may bo the refiners of society, 
but they are also its preservers, wives and mothers being 
the depositaries of its morals. We are taught by the ex- 
ample of all countries that, with the sex which has the 

LSt judgment, morals principally depend on manners; 

le fruit is guarded by a shell which we won't hazard the 
ixperiment of cracking. In this point we are proud of a 

^semblance to England, There a woman lives for her 
linsband. She is the luminary that irradiates and keeps 
this world together; and if he secludes her, it is because 
LO compares her in her exceeding preciousneas to a vase — 

thing wliioh, trusted to other \iaw4s,m\^\. l?K\.i'a.\A*i» 
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iiiclndd his. Ual yoa prefer France, wbcrc a 
iman live* for tlio world nud getn a littaband mk the 
lans; wbero eho is artilicixl, ornamt-'ntal, anything but 
fnl; lik« tli«j watch nhe carni'H, made for otiow, not for 
■vice; where hot life ia an actrcM\ to jilay Venua ftnd 
Graces before t'togant OHitrmbliea; and where a bos- 
id who thus generously givca ui> hU apouso to otheni' 
[miration, thinks it no harm tu admim hia neighbor's. 
Ivcry ono to his taate; we have foaght for our liberties, 
let ua enjoy ihcm. You like tho refiners of society, wo 
Uiv preaervers. Wo are willing to admit that our liking 
imitation of England, bnt are not yoa imitating Eng- 
ind altto in attempting to control our liking?" 
Many ycara have elapsed sinee this social sharp shot wn 
:changed, and I cannot refrain from observing (fast 
among the many changea America haa seen, that of the 
union of these "warring elements" is not the least re- 
markable. Thanks to the spread of intdligcnccthe rigid- 
' ly of thu Korth haa relaxed, the laxity of the South haa 
corrected; and now, in every rcspcctnlile city, French 
lera may be seen in loving alliance with sound and 
wholesome English morality — a beautiful superficies to a 
Bolid substratum— a pint of Burgundy supported by a 
pound of beef ! 

Meanwhile how waa the independent yonng country re- 
garded by the parent whose authority she had successfully 
defied and cast off? A panic seized the baffled coerccrs 
lest this example should prove infectious. It became 
necessary to show the incompatibility of American institti- 
tiona with the maintenance of morality and order. Not 
only was this new equality of rights and comforts a more 
hectic on tho cheek of premature decay, but the profana- 
tion that bad been offered to the great Juggernaut of 
Itimacy could result in nothing less than au ahsoluto 
icer. America's claim to protection from the British 
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constitution had been iinpertioeat; her resistance to an j 
oatrage on that constitution, nnnatnral; and the success 
of that resistance but tbe mode Divine vengeance had : 
[Sdopted to bring down upon her head a heavier retribu- I 
She had hurled a stone into the air which, by the 
Plaw of nature, must descend to crush her; she had not • 
■ "honored her father aud her mother," and her days were ] 
not to be " long in the land," These propheeies from 
"high places" would, however, probably have had little ,i 
efEect upon the English people had not America touched 
England on her most sensitive point by exhibiting so de- 
cided a sympathy with France, and by challenging, in self- ' 
» defence, a second war when it was a popular inij>reaBion '' 
that England was fighting the cause of liberty in Europe, 
Bnch a state of things suspended all generous communiea- | 
tlon between the two countries. Enlightened travellers j 
preferred nearer and safer shores, and even men of science 1 
were not tempted to exploration by the riches of America's 
natural productions. It is tnic emigration did not cease. 
Not a year elapsed without sending over some of those 
^^brisk fellows who carry tbe favors of Dame Fortune by 
^H^e boldness of their addresses. They found the l.ind re- 
^Hfreshed and stirring after tbe calm that had succeeded the 
I^Brevolutionary struggle. Intercourse was general, money 
abundant, and a spirit of enterprise animating all things. 
Intelligence of their success soon travelled home, which, 
while it failed to disclose its method, magnified its amount. 

»£!acb man, it was said, owned hia cave of jewels, though 
lie did not choose to explain the nature of his wonderful 1 
lamp; and a few such cases sufficed to invest the country 
with a golden haze of poetic indistinct aess, till America, 
to English ears, now became the synonym of independ- 
j^^ence, pecuniary as well as political, and glittered in the 
^ftj^ay-dreams of the husbandman as tbo true region, a.ftAv 
^^kl, where tbe guineas grew like bexriea on B.'\i'a^,^"a^'^*' 
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^nriM-fowl f'^ll into tlicfin^niof thebmiffrf, re«dyeOQl(»A 
^Bby a Hympntliizing sun. 8till, it nttist be confessed, these 
^fllluHkiiia bad tbtir count er-cliarm, and it waii Amc-rica's nn- 
iiappy fiitc to pombinc thi' two eitrcmra of being as much 
undiTralod in mural aa overrated in pbjitical rvsjfOCtB. 
People had read etrango accounts of the elato of mannera 
Lin tho ITnion. A deep g;loom of savagery overiinng tlio 
rofipect and rendered it a stalking-placo for legions of 
dtitncran. It was a repeat of fniry-land not merely in it« 
reasure-caves, but its hippogriffs and ogres, against wliioh 
■nnierous patriotic visitors linil pnt tbuir <inills in rest. 
p' The first writers on tho subject were chiefly immigrants 
who, settling on a certain patch of acres, regarded its ho- 
\6 tho outline of tho continent; Hitting vbitora n-ho, 
ifce swallows, reviewed a region whilo on the wing; or 
I set of miscel Ian eons adventurers who, failing in their 
Kculations, devised tho schcmo of paying their expenses 
e by writing books in dispraise of tho country, know- 
ing that England's irritation at American B3rmpathy irith 
VA^nce would readily welcome their perversions. B(h 
med emigrants and bookmakers had the republic entire- 
f to themsclvea; nor can it be wondered at, when we 
tonsider their positions and their minds, that they should 
lave taken advantage of a temporary excitement to make 
the ink which tracoil her character a deeper black by tho 
gall of party spirit, ^ 

Bat what, it may be asked, was tho sum of their labors? 
Unable to provide their friends with a palatable solntjon 
of her startling political phenomena, finding that her 
principles of government were like a block of ice, too mas- 
sive to be broken and too pure to defile, they tamed to 
the more pliant material of manners, in order to show the 

I impossibility of a people learning how to behave them- 
■Ives without that expensive governess — an nristocra- 
BL And here, when Error dropped the scourge, Injustice 
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picked it up. In the spirit of Heroil iliey made war upon 
(shildbood. Disdaining history, wliich teachea that a na- 
tion, like a man, has its stages of progression, tliey rp- 
quired a whole country to be in bloom in lyes time than 
an aloe. Ere she had caught the first uotes of music 
they ex])ected her to dance; before she had cleared avay ' 
her forests tlioy called for palaces. 

The New-En glanders, for instance, all stood convicted 
of that offence to minds polite — poverty. Yet, strange to 
say, the ardor of their endeavors to overcome this defi- 
ciency was regarded as anything but a virtue. ITnblest 
with wealth, they exhibited a distaste for leisure which was 
perfectly barbarous. Their possessions were few, but their 
appetite for gain very sordid. It was true they had a 
variety of vulgar virtues, such as temperance, industry, 
.and honesty, but what wore these to compensate for the 
absence of institutions which encourage poetical tastes 
and a chivalric deportment. In Virginia the case was 
■worse. The land of wealth and leisure, the gcncroni, 
aristocratio, money-spending Virginia displayed its civil- 
ization in horse-racing, coek-fightiiig, and dram -drinking; 
indulgences which could only bo traced to the change in 
the government, since these writers were not aware that 
they had existed a century previous under an established 
church and state. Clear as were their statements upon 
these points, they were occasionally eccentric upon thfi 
New World's geography and social arrangements, trans- 
porting the backwoods to the seashore, linking New Eng- 
land to the slave states, and peopling this sea-bounded 
forest indiscriminately with Yankees, blacks, and savages. 
Some people were so stupid as to doubt, from their descrip- 
tion, whether places like New York and Philadelphia were 
really towns or wigwams; whether "local legislatures" 
,lvere not bunting-par tics, which decided cases on a stuta^^ 
"»y rule of rifle; and " civil iualitttt\ona" a\iKRis,o-TOftia»&'* 
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^B( dcBignotiiig wliiiiping-|>UBtM, On ono point they ooaM 
^■Mt be miaLaken. lliero wm no religioti in tbo ooiintry, 
B^'w^'''*" there wnK no eitUblidlimcnt. Itul, from Uicir am- 
bigiioiu remarks ujioa plantations anil t.]si\e labor, tho fact 
that th<'ro wcro plantations in Now England loA maaj 
worthy persona to believe that the Puritans wore, after all, 
mere traflickeni in Mack fletih. Local phonom«ia were % 
maxti of wondem. >Vbat clansificatton, for instance, conld 
bo given to the animnl culled Yankee? He was a decided 
Sphinx. No two persons in England, who hod nia<l ao- 
coiinta uF hitn, could ngrce upon his conformation. Some 
imagincil him to be a native magician who conld conjure 
the money out of your pocket by mattering aii words of 
a peculiar cabala; othi^rH that he was an ou ran g-ou tang, 
or the American satyr, with tho brains of a man and the 
claws of a brute; while the greater jiortion set him down 
for a crocodile with a largo development of jaw, prowling 
about the shores and wharves to pounce on the unwary 
stranger. However they might differ npon the point of 
form, all were agreed that it was his nature to rob, and 
moreover to strip. The experience of all travellers had 
gone to prove that Pnritan New England had set up anew 
the office of the Inquisition, where glrangei's were treated 
aa heretics and put, without distinction, to the " question." 
The Yankee then was the Ameriean " Familiar," who not 
merely plundered but tortured yon. 

The red men, too, were a popular bngbear. They were 
supposed to infest your house like rats, and their whoop- 
ings to be a nightly serenade. Not a bush in your garden 
but glittered with their dark eyes, and even your wood- 
cellars might be packed with them, so that, in attempting 
to throw on the fire what seemed a log of hickory, yon 
w ould suddenly see it animate and brandish a tomahawk. 
^K Again, there was much misconception upon the point oi 
^H cry. The Southern States were supposed to be a huge 



^H PROGRESS OF SOCIETY IM AMERICA. 

prison or a fetlev nuinufactory, where not only black bnt 
white men might be made to take the place of cattle in 
the fields, if caught alone by certain Afghans of the West 
called planters; for kidnapping and the slave trade were 
their principal sources of wcaltli; and the devil, like the 
Deity, was no respecter of persons. Slavery was bnt an 
extension of the apprenticeship system, by which the land 
had been first cultivated, and it was believed that whore 
labor conld bo enforced the color of the laborer was but 
of little consequence. It was even suspected that there 
was a peculiarly deteriorating and barbarizing influence in 
the atmosphere, which speedily converted white people, 
native or exotic, into something like savages, even tliougb 
they bad enjoyed the best of cdacations. This was the 
change which most people understood by the American 
term of " naturalizing a foreigner." Gouging was thought 
to be fasbionablo fun among the American gentry; and 
some old ladies even bad misgivings whether they were 
not cannibals, for stories had been heard of certain plant- 
ers smacking their lips over " black-baby broth." As to 
their domestic feelings, it was well known that, in winter- 
lime, a man would not scruple to thrash his grandfather, 
simply to promote liis own circulation. 

I>ot'S it seem strange that such absurdities should ever 
have been credited in enlightened England? The credulity 
may bo traced, not only to a special and temporary influ- 
ence, but partly to a general and more permanent one. 
Manners and customs depending, as thoy do, so much on 
difference of climate and government, every country has 
^^felt itself entitled to set up its own standard, a sort of 
^Hwpacy in taste, a rule by which all other peoples' usages 
^^Bave been judged heathen or heretic. Each land is Ath- 
^^Has in its own judgment, and all foreign soils barbaric. 
^^I^e English have always been practical and active T^tVw'^^ 
^^Kan ideal, and the security of their poaBefi¥iQ\\%V&&'nv^«^ 
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Higli Church of tbcir hearth — it cannot tolerate a b«k 

conformist. This deSciency in the ideal and contempt for 

others' social usages may be detected in England's treat- 

L ment of travellers' tales. While her calm, clear sense has 

^Tnrely failed to penetrate the Actions of those far-wander- 

I ing wonder-seekers whom Kurope yearly radiates through 

■ the circumference of the globe, she has displayed a singular 

■ ercdulity in listening to exaggerations which }>avo tended 
I to exalt her own standard of the proper and convenient. 
I On this point she has strained at gnats and swallowed 
Ivflamels. While she has beard with due allowance of the 
I snortnities of savages, with whom there could be no poa- 
liiibility of comparison, she has not always been so just 
1 towards the reported barbarisms of a kinsman or a neigh- 
ylwr, who might claim equal authority with herself on 
I questions of taste. Of a mammoth at the Xorth Pole she 
I h&a required the bones in evidence, but mammoths in 

the drawing-room have been taken on assertion. Bruce 
she nobly laughed at, because he seemed ungenerously to 
belie the simple African. There have been many IwB 
truthful than Bruce in America, and few have been di«- 
, -Credited. 

Of conrse, refinement can only be attained in a settled 

' «tate of society wliere wealth is diffused, and, for this, 

time is required. To expect, therefore, that America, with 

resources so vast, population so incomplete, and their 

diversity so great, should, on the day she took her stand 

among nations, rival them in other points than bravery 

and virtue, was to demand no leas a miracle than that of 

Minerva stepping fully armed from the head of Jove. 

But, waiving this concession, the charge of barbarism, as 

directed against a largo portion of Americans, is shamc- 

^^ fully unfounded. What does it involve ? The very height 

^^of an American's domestic iniquity is that lie smokes and 

^^tpjts. Yot who ever saw this at a decent party ; or, after 
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dinner, till the femalea liad retired. Every country mtirt 
have ita peculiarities, and eards and dice would certainly 
be a more elegant stimulus; yet tbo cigar does but usurp 
the honors of the pipe. But then expectoration is unfor- 
givable. Certainly there may be much offenee to Euro- 
pean rule in salivating by tobacco instead of mercury, but, 
after all, wby is the poor American to be stigmatized for 
doing what a polished Frenchman may indulge in with 
impunity ?, 

But further, says the bookmaker, the American is very 
vain and arrogant, is ridiculously sensitive, prefers his 
own country to the world, talks perpetually of the two 
wars, and distinguishes himself by being either meanly 
inquisitive or brutally blunt. Who is so? The wealthy 
and hospitable mercliant, the man of Bcicnco and public 
fame, or the jovial and generous planter ? No ; the shop- 
keeper, the tavern-keeper, the driver of the coach, or the 
captain of the ship; these are the criteria by which the 
lookmaker estimates the heads and hearts of the com- 1 
lUnity. And why? Because, it is most probable, from I 

f«oine defect in his own character these are the only per- \ 
sons he has been doomed to encounter; and thus, either ' 
from ignorance or envy, he revenges his escluaion by 
bringing down his superiors to his own level. But, admit- 
ting that the American is vain and sensitive, and likes to 
talk of bis country and its wars, are these peculiarities of 
a nature, i would ask, to excite either wonder or ridicule ? 
Ivery young country whose achievements are yet to come 
like a new aspirant in art, who thinks that the eyes of 

iliis elders are bent on him with jealousy, and that the 
sneer of the meanest will find a general echo. Such is 
American sen sit iv en ess. John Bull, a veteran, surrounded 
by glories like Saturn by bis belt, disdains to reply to an 
itagonist, but silently pointing to a long line of triumphs 
liles the snarler into silence, Bol \6 \.\vc^Wl.^AO■a'J^" 
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^^Bnnlles the snarler into silence, Bal \& ^.\vcn&^AC)tv'A^^ I 
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^H of tlic American bo Imlicroiis wlicn it is a fact tbat ltd 
^M wrestcil hh Itlii'rtius from the grasp of tho mightiost em- 
^f pire of tbe earth, an<l beat from his soil, in the last war, 
the heroes of tlie Peninsula, the eonqnorors of Europe's 
conijuoror? As to the point of preferring his own couu- 
try to all llio rest of lUo world, he makes but one reply — 
that for many years past a large part of the population of 
England has concurred in his prejudice. 

With little liberality the ofticers of the American army 

thave been instanced as mere Goths. Now conceding that 
the historical connection between a soldier and a gcntlo- 
naii (in its European sense) is indissoluble, tbe Americans 
never pretended to be soldiers — they merely called tbem- 
selvcK J^triols. They possessed neither colleges nor courts 
to mould them into old-world refinement. Their ambi- 
tion was to defend their soil; their glory to secure their 
rights; they never dreamed of rivalling the fame of pro- 
fessional throat cutters. Or, if some did so aspire, how 
Pwas a general to collect a sufficient number of such when 
the blast of an enemy^s trumpet was stunning him, or tho 
blaxc, perhaps, of his own beloved dwelling blinding Lis 
eyes ? Wae that a time to hold Chc6ter6eld in one band and 
a mirror In the other, and to determine the strength, edge, 
and handiness of a weapon by the brilliance of its polish? 
Descending then to the underlings, tho tradesmen, that 
class whose savage horrors, duly held up to English con- 
sternation, have libelled the charactei'S of American gen- 
Itlemen— it strikes me that England and Europe have 
been the parents of the abomination— that tbe curiosity 
or bluntness of tbe middle classes are but the forms of 
the caution or contempt into which they have been driven 
by European imposition — by tho deluge that has been 
knured upon them of " rascals, runagates, that their o'er- 
I ed countries vomit forth, to desperate adventure and 
I notion." 
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But admitting tliis ^ero not tlio case, and taking the 
porcupine with all Lia quillfl erect, which is the least of- 
fensive animal, the gruff and hlunt Independent, who 
I treats you honestly, or the fawning and obBuquious Mr. 
jBmirk, of England, who, pressed to the earth by taxation, 
nan only raise bis bead by a system which renders bim a 
itobber as well as a slave? Government, it is true, mod- 
els not only the morals and manners, but the tastes of a 
people, and the aristocrat who has been fed on the hom- 
age of bia inferiors will pay any sum rather than diBpenao 
with it, and despises a country where be finds the standard 
of excellence not to consist in the perfection of a code of 
deportment. But even this man (far above the rank of 
the mass of bookmakers), would be unusually hollow- 
headed did he expect to iind in a young and vigorous 
■ republic one of the results of a decrepit despotism. 
As the nineteenth century progressed England renewed 
her intercourse with America and began to laugh at the 
absurdity of the tales to which she had given credence. 
Under the affinities of blood, laws, and language, this in- 
terconrse must keep increasing, to the expulsion of all 
error and the establisliraent of mutual good-will. True 
that a party fire has been kept up of various leaden vol- 
umes to prevent this consummation, but the elForts must 
be futile. 

I am an Englishman: after twenty-tbree years absence, 
and nearly fifty years wandering in a profession which 
has made me appear the veriest citizen of the world, I 
have returned to die in my native land with unaltered 
feelings. I love my country, its people, and Its institu- 
tions, modified so as to augment the people's bappiness, 
and for these very reasons, as each suggests a resemblance, 

I love America! My experience has conducted me from 

^^L the presence of my king to mingle with the humblest sub- 
^^B jecta of a republican government-, and t.li% ^miil olt^'^ u 
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victions is this: that in all tho higher and nobler elements 
of tho human character there are identities between the 
Americans and the Britons which should place the former 
in tho relation of brothers, now they have ceased to be 
sons. This union is pointed out by every principle of 
]>olicy, and ought to be sanctified by the deepest throbs 
of affection; and this my prayer that the time may be at 
hand when every one who attempts to foment instead of 
to subdue their prejudices will become an object of equal 
scorn to both countries. 




CHAPTER II. 

IfgT. — Boston and Keir England. — Scnsons for Emigrntion. — Exercl^ 
on Bouril ; .Attack by Pirates. — Eecfptton nt Boston. — Ilodgkinson ; an 
Improvised Tragedy. — Boglon'a Rcscmblanro to Old England. — Wliy 
New England Goes Aticnd ; its Uvtliodof I'rogreEEl; not UDdeiatood tiy 
(lie English. —TLe New England Stage ; its Drifer.— Bonds.— Uosqiii. 
tws Promote FatriotiBm. — Tbc Yankees ; tlie Sivnpper ; the Jol)l)Or ; tliu 
Pedler. — Aneedolea of Tmikee Culenese, — Kvw England Seamen ; a 
Profitable Cnrj^. 

The caiiBos which led mo to make one of the band who 
were bold enough to face the perils of BwampB, enakce, 
tomahawks, aud Yankees in far-off America can be told 
in very few words. They were the failure of two or three 
managerial specalations (to one of which I had been ad- 
vised by my gracious friend the late king) and the patron- 
age of an extensive circle of fashionable acquaintances. 
In London I was indeed being " killed with kindness." 
Enjoying the fatal honor of being secretary to the famous 
Beefsteak Club, of which the prince regent was a mem- 
ber, and treasurer or secretary to half a dojcn others, in 
that most convivial of eras when the cry of "Clubs" was 
raised in every street in London, though in a far different 
spirit from that which sounded it in the days of James I., 
it became a matter of official necessity that I shonid keep 
open house, aud for those, too, for whom only the best 
was ever good enough. Better judges than my brother 
members of port-wine, mock-turtle, coats, guns, dogs, or 
horses did not exist. The consequences were inevitable, 
I had to retreat while 1 could do so with honor. 
L The habits of an active life prompted me \ierUaya to 
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Boniplliin^ like rpetKiwness on board llie vessvl in w' 
I mado llio voyage, drawing forth a very cUaraotcrisUo. 
obftorvalioD from an Irish fdl«w-i>aaBengor. He was a 
sort of sociable QuicliHt, wlio would Btretch himself on a 
bench to the leeward all day, with a cigar in his moutli, 
and fix bia eyes on a particular sjiot on the mast, as thougb 
it had Iveen a book'of raomoraDdn. " 'I'on my conscience, 
, Mr. Bernard," be exclaimed one day, " I wonder you don't 
wear out yonr legs." "Why," replied I, "when a man 
has but <^ spBco of twenty feet by four to ttim in, ho can 
acarocly take too much exorcise." " But whcrc's the ne«d 
of exercise?" "The need?" "Tesj doesn't the capt»n 
tay the ship is carrying us two hundred miles a day? 
Surely that's exercise enough." 

It wonld have been out of keeping with the ttdveutnr- 
ons tenor of my life if this voyage had passed over with- 
out some unusual source of excitement; and, accordingly, 
all fear of monotony was dissipated one morning, after wo 
had cleared the Azores, by the sun suddenly drawing up 
a veil of mist and disclosing a vessel not far off. Her 
features were nnmistakably those of a pirate — long, low, 
and roomy, with a row of teeth, to nso the sea-phrase — 
which gave ample assurance that she never barked with- 
out biting. The breeze being faint, ghc lay and looked at 
ns for half an hour, as a cat docs at a canary, and then a 
shot came skipping and dipping before onr bows to bring 
us to, and a large sqtiaro tail was hoisted to lay her along- 
side. We could now perceive that her deck was crowded 
with an ngly assortment of walking aimories, with bashy 
black hair on their crowns and nndor their chins, looking 
indeed complete " Kydds," and by no means lambkins. 
To describe tho confusion on board our packet wonld be 
impossible. We stared, with sinking hearts, in each other's 
faces, and then all glances converged upon the captain ; 
t he proved to be suffering under a sudden and severe 
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attack of paralysia. Seeing him utterly at a Idas bow to 
act, I adviaei] him to crowd all the sail be could and make 
as expeditious a retreat as possible, while a Virgioian mer- 
chant, wbo had property on board, called upon bim, if 
flight were impracticable, to attest bis character as a true- 
bom Englishman and at once prepare to light. But the 
crew, including the cook, numbered only twelTe, and as to 
the others on board, setting aside the tailor, who was a 
Methodist and disliked drawing any one's blood hut hia 
own; the comedian, who was a philanthropist and bated 
fighting for " Nipperkin's " reason, " because it's so 
plaguey quarrelsome," and the captain, who, being a cow- 
ard, was no doubt a philosopher and believed in " Neces- 
sity," thero wore only fourteen individuals to guard our 
deck against at least a hundred. 

But emergencies are the opportunities of heroes. Tho 
Irishman wbo had been so supine all the voyage no soon- 
er heard the captain's tremulous remark that he should be 
compelled to surrender, than he jumped three feet from 
the deck, whirled bia cap in the air, and shouted, " Surren- 
der be ; we'll sink first, and then lot him take us. 

If the captain won't fight the ship, / will." The crew, 
who did not want for pluck, whatever might be the case 
with their commander, welcomed the proposition with a 
cheer, and forthwith proceeded to cast off the lashings of 
four small guns which represented our ordnance. What 
all our heroism could have done for us beyond irritating 
the enemy it is difficult to say, but happily at this dcci- 
Bive moment the wind, suddenly freshening, gave our ves- 
sel a start which enabled us, before dusk, to run the wretch 
out of sight. 

On reaching Boston I met many London acquaintances 
at the theatre there, who varied in the reception they 
gavemc. One said I "had come too late by five years;" an- 
other that I was "a great fool to come aX ^•^'' a. SImx^ 
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that, an I " looked a florid lia1>it, there wns awry cUann 
my bcinfr p»ckc<t in n block box before tbo epriog.*' Tbe 
bcltpr lemiiL-red rbeurud me in ibe way an army agent 
does a cadet in war time. "The yellow feTet,"said tbey, 

tbinH the <}rc(>n Room of at leant lw«Dty vvery Botniiicr, 
•o that in a short time the field will be your ownl" 

Boston posacfwfd two theatres, one of whieb, onclcr tlio 
tnanagcmcnt of llndgkiiiBon, aa actor from Hath, was now 
opt-n. h* omaller siee as compared with the London ones 
was a great advantage to the actors. It was not neccsBary 
to take ibc ear by stunn, and wbcreax, in Li>iidon, the 
players were so far from tbe audience tbat I often tlionglit 
the old Greek custom of wearing masks might wi^ll have 
been revived, hero the naked eye could thoroughly dioccm 
tbo play of cuiintcnaiiee, and tbe face — tbat living, born- 
ing comment on voice and gesture, tbat flash to their de- 
tonation—bad its full cSect. Especially was this again 
to the ruling favorite of the States, Ilodgkinson,* whose 
wcU-dclined features showed every minutest cbango of 
thonght or throe of feeling; while liis voice could be com- 
pared to nothing but a many-stringed instniraont which 
his passion played upon at pleasure. While such were 
bia endowments, his method waa to work himself up to a 
certain pitch of excitement which ri'udered everything he 
said or did tbe direct prompting of impulse, I can give 
a curious instance of this. 

Though BO great afavorite, Ilodgkinson was not ovcrfond 

I* Jonn HoDaEinsoii. Born in ICunciimtcr, England. l')67. Be Snt 
■.ppcftnd in America at tlie Juhn Strcot Theatre, New York, as Tapid in 
llie "DruDitist," in 1793. Tlie next year be became luanager of that 
(beitre, jmd held tbe position until 1799. He left Ncv Yorlt in 1803, 
played in Charleston, S. 0., nnd elBcwherc in (he South untU bia death ia 
Washington, D.C, from yellow fever in 1B06. He wrb good in every- 
thing, and played a. large range of characters, cicolling in low eomeij, 
but nppearing nitli Buccess in pantoraime, opera, and tiagedj. 
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of actiflg, but like Qiiiir, Footc, aod othi:rB, indulged a 
gentlemanly appetite for the pleasnres of the table and 
the field. For a day's shooting I think he would have 
given up six nights of Shakespeare. \Vlien lie became 
manager (at New York) his social propensities obtained 
greater scope. IIu played but three nights a week, and 
being well-studied In every character of the "Stock 
Drama," new pieces, which were not more than two in a 
season, were the only chances that dragged him to a re- 
fa eai-sal. 

In admiration of his talents a native of the city had 
written him an "original charaeter," which was a sort of 
backbone to a lumbering frame of iive tragic acts. Per- 
ceiving that the studying of this affair would absorb 
many days, if not weeks, which might otherwise bo de- 
voted to jovial society, Ilodgkinaou made up his mind that 
the piece was too heavy for representation. The author, 
however, begged he would read it and give him his opin- 
ion. This he consented to, and put the manuscript into 
Lis pocket as he was jumping into a boat with Lis dog 
and gun to enjoy a day's shooting at Brooklyn. In the 
liurry of his departure he had forgotten to supply himself 
with wadding, and after two or three successful shots, 
feel where he would, nothing could hla hand discover but 
the tragedy, which offered neither fly-leaf nor cover to 
satisfy his wants. Never was sportsman ao villainously 
baffled. The day was beautiful, his gun infallible, and 
his dog was rousing the birds at the rate of a score a min- 
ute. He had now no resource but to return to the city, 
or sit down and read his friend's play; a more intellect- 
ual amusement certainly, but, like all our pure enjoyments, 
wanting the edge of a forbidden one. The first scene 
was in h, cavern — "Enter Antonio and a Conspirator." 
^^ITarniiig over tbo leaves, he exclaimed, " Six pages in a 
^Kftvern! wbat can they possibly liOiVc lo ^AV. i\iij\>.V. 
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^P tliat muH bo tedious." At this momont fats dog was set- ! 
^M ting up Lis tenth covey. Ilts cyo rolled round upon tho 
^H Bport, then returned to the book. A tempting demon was 
^H tugging at his bcait; * [tbc conajiiracy could surely go on 
^^v just as well without all that dull talk in a cavern, and it 
^H would make so much more sensation in a gun than on the 
^H stage. Human nature— sportinghuman nature — couldrc- 
^H eiat no longer, and Antonio's cavern plot was brought 
^f to light in an explosion which resulted in a heavy flutter 
of feathers to the ground. The work of deBtruction onoo 
begun it waa easier to proceed. The hour was still early, 
tho game still plentiful, and more and more wadding was 
required. " I'll just leave the other fellows, and take my 
own part; there can be nothing unfair lu that," muttered 
Ilodgkinson, and as Antonio had been plentifnlly sup- 
plied with soliloquies and long speeches, every one of 
which in turn became a " wad," by the evening the game- 
bag waa very fairly filled and tho tragedy considerably 
attenuated. But how was he to meet his friend the 
dramatist ? To return the manuscript in its present muti- 
lated condition was evidently out of the question, utterly 
impossible. The only alternative, therefore, waa to accept 
it, and trust to his own powers of improvisation to supply 
all deficiencies when it had to be performed. " It's odd 
indeed," said he, "if I can't speak the part at least as 
well as he'd written it, and, anyhow, the audience must ba 
gainers, for I'm sure to make it shorter." 

When tlie night of representation arrived, although 
I every word uttered by Antonio came freah from hta 
[ brain, the actor waa ao] effective as to draw upon each 

■ It is onl? right to state that a, piigo of Mr. Bernard 'g mnnuacript was 

Bibece missing : pecbups Bome one elae iiad bcoa in nant of iradiliD)!;. As I 

^hougLt tho fltorj loo good lo be lost, and llie beginniug and end madu it 

a obvious nhat the middle must hnvc beon, I liare Tcntiired to supply 

Sfia part bettreen brackets. — E. G. B-B, 
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scene a thunder of applause, and when he died, at the end, 
to create an uproar that ibreatened to entomb him with 
the roof. Incredible as tho fact may appear, I learned 
from a person who waa not vi the secrel, that there never 
was more approbation elicited by a performance in the 
New Tork Theatre than on this occasion. Hands, heels, 
and tongues were going continually, the words " Fine !" 
"Greatl" "Very considerable spiritl" "'nation sight of 
feeling!" " Genuine goniusl" flow from lip to lip, and tho 
next day tbo whole affair was elaborately analyzed and 
eulogized in the papers. 

But what said the author? He sat and listened to the 
end in a state of petrifaction. The fall of the curtain re- 
stored hia faculties and roused his indignation at a triumph 
in which he had had so little share. Jumping over the 
orchestra, he made his way to Ilodgkinson's dressing-room 
with the bound and glare of a tiger. lie found tho man- 
ager surrounded by his satellites, who were " larding " him 
on his performance. "Mr, Ilodgkinson !" ho shouted; 
"good heavens, sirl what have you been talking?" 

Well, sir! what ?" asked the hero, with hia usual invin- 
tfble smile. " Nothing but nonsense, sir, d — d nonscnsel" 

Have I ?" he replied, " then ie/iat Mve they been clap- 

In the genteel society of Boston I could perceive no dis- 
tinctions from that of my own country. TLey wore the 
eame clothes, spoke the same language, and seemed to glow 
with the same affable and hospitable feelings. In walk- 
ing along their mall I could scarcely believe I had not been 
whisked over to St. James's Park; and in their houses the 
last modes of London were observable in nearly every 
article of ornament or utility. Other parts of the state 
however, very different. 
America is identified with progress; whether in inven- 
m or adaptation, in expansion or ccleiit-3,V\ieN^<i%'WK^ 






ItETROSPECTIOKS OF AMERICA. 



I 



I 



WO admit to be the Bpeci.il field of movomont. We S 
llsh rush along ourselves, but our pace as compared with 
Jonathan's is that of a faBt coach to the rail. ^Ve gallop, 
but he flieB. Nor is this unaccountable. If mind can act 
on matter, matter also acts on mind, and the face of a 
country Btamps its character upon a people. If moun- 
tainous tlioy arc rugged; if flat and fertile they are peace- 
ful. Now America is not only vast, and tliua is the source 
of grand conceptions ; has her stupendous lakes and moun- 
tains which expand the soul proportionately; but America 
iH also rapid, her streams are torrents and her winds hur- 
ricanes ; her lightnings sweep whole tervitories and her 
cataracts leap from heaven. It is Nature herself that goes 
ahead there, the very elements are at high pressure, eo it 
can scarcely bo wonderful that the people should catch her 
tendency. Bat progress must havo its vehicle, a people 
rightly organized to carry on its changes, and among the 
various groups of the Western world which has most 
evidenced this fitness? Why, evidently the New-Eng- 
land crs. 

The settlement of New England marks an era in the 
history of nations. Not planted to enlarge an empiro or 
to raise a revenue; not won by fraud or moated round with 
blood, Bhe alone can boast a philosophic origin. She was 
thofirstetato founded in the great cause of humanity, Many 
colonies have sprung from persecution, moat have strug- 
gled up to intelligence through cheerless shades of selfish- 
ness and error; but ahe, liko Adam, was formed in inno- 
cence and formed full-grown. From the beginning, too, 
she was in spirit, if not in name, republican; not only so 
constituted by the covenant of her first settlers, but unin- 
intionally confirmed as such by the charters granted ber 
)y Charles, which, with tho view of forming Irading-com- 
inies, not states, conferred on her tho power of electing 
ber oMi^cm, and framing her own laws. 
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In tlie brief sketch of tbc progreaa of society attempted 
in the first chapter of these records, the exolosively Eng- 
lish origin of this colony, in contradistinction to the 
motloy population of the South, has been pointed out as a 
fundamental difference, which to thia day produces a gener- 
al agreement or nationality in many social particulars that 
Its nowhere else to be observed, unless it be in the newly 
formed Western States, the offspring of New England, and 
(feared under peculiar local circumstances. Now thia gen- 
igral agreement appeared to me to be productive of one 
great benefit, since, as in England, it permitted no changes 
but by the gradual progress of opinion, while, as its pre- 
cision of ideas was perpetually at work sifting the mere- 
ly ornamental from the really excellent, it presented a 
school in which ail the materials were collecting for the 

Pfoi-mation of a substantial public character that would bo 
equal to the demands of the growing interests of the coun- 
try. Under the influence of this general agreement the 
fathers of the Revolution had arisen in New England, and 
the names of John and Samuel Adams, Hancock, Quincy, 
Warren, Otis, and a train of others are no trifling guaran- 
tee that the palladium of American rights will be found 
in the breasts of their descendants. Were I to give ex- 
pression to all I fek at a later period, when admitted to a 
t closer knowledge of their excellences, my language might 
be thought too highly colored, but recurring to my firet 
impressions as a stranger, I could not but perceive that 
New England contained the stamina of American charac- 
ter. Yet it is useless to disguise the fact that English 
,1 feeling towards this special group has often been any- 
^H^thing but cordial. Most interested of all men in the 
^^Bjjroblom America was solving, the Englishman was yet 
^^■■of all men, perhaps, the least able, a few years ago, to sym- 
^^Kpathize with the means adopted by New England as her 
^^Bflbare of tho solution. He could not dispossess tim%(i.\l«ii 
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tlioao ideas of comfort depcndi-nt on a settled sta 
things, which liuiu ho found at variance with a hnndred 
oiovelties struck out by tbe rough spirit of expediency. 
Kor was he prepared io all cases to make due allowaaoe 
for the local causes which had modified the people's diar- 
r. The lianl, hilly, broken soil of the country, more 
Adapted for pasturage than for tillage, together with its 
plenteous woods and waters, had early turned the attcii- 
(iou of the settlers to that " agriculture of the main," the 
fisheries of MaGsachuRetts Bay, and to building and navi- 
gating boats for the transport business of the Union. 
As a surplus population arose, instead of occupying ihem- 
hIvqb with increasing domcstiu comforts, like the dogged 
snd tenacious Germans on the kindred soil of Pennsyl- 
Tania, a love of change and the a1 luring accounts of West- 
lem fertility drained off the New-Englandei-s to break fresh 
ground and become the pioneers of civiliKation in the back- 
woods; while another portion begau to apply their me- 
chanical talents and natural ingenuity to manufactures. 
Thus fishing, migrating, and fabricating the country, 
though with a population doubling in its ratio that of any 
other of the statos, yet very slowly assumed that look of 
settled permanence which so markedly distinguishes zm 
English 'prospect. Everything was run up a hurry or 

• struck out at a blow. 
My destination had been Mr. Wignell's* theatre at 
• TnojiiS WiosEi-L was tlie Boti of a mcrnbof of Oarrick'a Coaipany. Ho 
camo lo America at the outbreak of the Revolulionary War, but, vithont 
■ppuariiig on tUe stage, vteni to Jamaicn, and romaluecl in the West tndfui 
cirenit for ten ycara. In 1185 he made hia profesaional lUbut here >■ 
Lewaon nnd Squire Groom at "The Theatre" (John Street), N«r 
York, where he remained until 1701. A few jcara later he opened tlio 
Cheatnul Street Theatre in Philiidelpliia, then tbe finoat building of its 

tn the eontiaent. In January, 1803, he married the uelcbrated Hrs. 
d/ing suddenly n month later, aged about fifty years. He wu 
cred without a ri»al in lucb chnractera as Fanlkland, Joseph Surfioa, 
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Philadelphia, but the yellow fever having hrokcn ont in 
that city drove the manager to New York, where he fitted 
up a lately vacated circus, and desired 1 would meet him 

t Newport, a town ahout half-way. Tbither I according- 

f started in one of those longitudinal inventions termed 
%■ " New England stage," built without springs on the plan 

|f an English covered wagon, to contain " a full company," 
Pghteen, inclusive of the di'iver. This, with a ton of lug- 

pige at its tail, was capable of being pulled upOiill with 
eed of a whirlwind by four shaggy, scrambling, 
devils that required neither whip nor rein, but 
seemed to enjoy the joke. The structure of this machine, 
placing all upon a level, exhibited 3 republican principle 
which as yet was not at variance with a state of means by 
which a certain class require distinct accommodation. 
The differences between it and the English stage-coach 
were not always in the latter's favor, True, it had no out- 
let but its month, at which it gorged and disgorged like 
some great Leviallian, and the seats being transverse and 
supplied with backs, the last-comers, men or women, had 
to stride over the shoulders of the earlier ones to reach a 
Beat, for each being desirous of keeping as near as possible 
to the driver, the law of gravity was suspended in this 
vehicle, and very few of the passengers who came in first 
found their way to the bottom. When Mrs. Bernard and 
myself were at last established in the extreme seat (not 
unlike the back of the Covent Garden gallery), wo discov- 
ered that the floor was lumbered with a mail-bag and a 
valuable assortment of earthen and hardware jugs, kettles, 
fire-irons, and other articles consigned to a "store" in the 
interior, which had the effect, before the vehicle had been 

nuJ D.irby. Mr. Wood deacrlbes iiini as a handsome mnti of fine Jepoii- 
iiienf, wlioao maiim, lliat "good mnliners wcra tnoro nearlj nllled to good 
mowda thnn people generally coQecived," was peifccily illustrated b his 
otrn clmractcr tind conduct. 

2^ 
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^V ten tniiiut«R in motion, of dyHng our Rhins all the colmsd 

^B the rainbow. Tho irritation km perhnjis augnicnted by fif- 

^m teen tongues going, al Ibe rate of ten words a second, npon 

^K politics, commerce, and agriculture, broken by tliG eonghing 

^M and hawking of Ibosc wbo vcro f urtbcr csciting themselves 

F tty cigars and pigtail. But above all tbis storm, like tbe 

det'p-toned Dotus of a powerful basBoon, rose the oraciilar 

responses of the "driver." As American roads have not 

yet produced any specimens of tbe Old Bailey chivalry 

I called highwaymen, the luggage Deeded not that extor- 
tionate good genius the English " guard," tbe indefatiga- 
ble driver combining the offices and being the ministry 
in one. Like the French monarch bo coidd say, "X.'etat 
C^ett mot" and it was Indeed his character that gnve the 
great novelty and interest to tbe vehicle. 

Every man who has travelled in England must acknowl- 
edge the stage-coach man to have been a very formidable 
personngo; mysteriously muffled in innumerable yards of 
olotb, hia back tiled with capes, his red face strnggliug up 
from the suffocating clasp of woollens and bandannas, and 
jj bat just visible under a projection which seemed to unite 
^K the uses of a hat and an ninbrclla, he ascended bis box by 
^Hft kind of divine right. Ho was tbe autocrat of whips; 
^f the Sublime Porte might have copied his manner, his cat- 
i tie being as the people of Turkey. True, as a proof of 
England's freedom, you were permitted to sit beside him, 
but this tended to breed awe rather than intimacy. Every 
one must have felt the difficulty of drawing that august 
being into conversation; even the profound reaponses of 
the oraclo as to whether we should have rain, or if the 
summer would bo fine, being broken by low, mystically 
worded objurgations to hia horses, proving how he was 

I absorbed in tbe soieneo of government, ready at any mo- 
ent to resort lo coercion, always maintaining a sufficient 
eck. 
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The very opposite of all this was the New England 
"driver." lie was naually a thin, wiry, long-backed, 
leather-skinDed fellow, Bbaring the front Beat with the 
iCompany, and flying in and out of the vehicle with the 
crack of a harlequin. No one more abhorred a Bupcrflu- 
ity of clothes. A straw hat was hia creed, and he would 
«ften wear naokoena and shoes in frosty weather. I can 
Temember one — a tali Vcrraonter, in a village where I re- 
sided some time — who, when winter was whistling hia 
sharpest airs, would stand up amid a wcll-olad undergrowth 
Af travellers, lank as a leafless elm. Placed upon their 
level, ho sympathized with all Li.s company, yet not intrii- 
iively. lie was a general book of reference, almanac, mar- 
ket-list, and farmera' journal; a daily paper published every 
morning, a focus which, by some pecaliar cen t ri petal it y, 
drew all things towards it. 

;ce nothing of a joke in the assertion of a New Eng- 
land driver being a major in tlie army. Europeans forget 
that, in its Emvapean sense, tho army ia America ia not a 
highly respectable separate profession. Butchers there arc 
li generis. Men became soldiers during the war because 
ley had something to loao. The driver was frequently 
le owner of a farm or inn, and of a share in his convey- 
acc. As he took no fees {the brand of slavery in Eng- 
land) he was never regarded as a servant. As a rivet to 
bis influence very often the driver was a wag, who had a 
|oke for hia passengers, perhaps as old as his stage, and ae 
little likely to stop running, He bad rambled in hia youth 
)ver the Union, and conkl tell you strange storica of 
ns and rifles, and planters and panthera, of dccr-kill- 
ing and horse-racing, and the art and mystery of mak- 
ing mint-sling. The reserve of an English conveyance is 
' proverbial, the animation of the one in which we found 
Kpnrseivea offered the greatest possible contrast. 
^K The road necessarily engages the IraNcUw'* ^\\fcvilC\'OTL- 
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lUgli fur belter ilian io any other quarter of tlic Union, 
|bc freqiieut jolts and plunges of tbe vehicle brought it 
bto §ail comparison with tbo bowling-greens uf Knglaud. 
Fttry uften wo eurpriscd n family of pigs taking a bath in 
■ gutly of sufficient compasti to admit the coach. Ab often, 

ich ehasms were filled by piles of stones that, al a dis- 
, looked like Indian tumuli. The driver's skill in 

wiring bet¥?een these dangers was eminent. I found 
fliere were two evils to be dreaded in New England trav- 
elling — a clayey soil in wet weather, which, unqualified 
with gravel, made Iho road a canal; and a sandy one in 
summer, which might emphatically bo called an enormous 

I insect preserve. Here, as around the swamps, i-eigns and 
ifSTcls the mosquito— lord uf the lance — that Arab of tbe 
0it whose weapon is against every man, or at least every 
Rtranger, for there is a superstition that he has tlie patri- 
otic instinct to spare natives. At any rate, it is certain no 
sativo is before him in his attentions to foreigners. Ameri- 
ca has often been termed by travellers a land of magni- 
tudes, but I question whether it had ever occurred to them 
to compare the relative power of the mosquito, and that 
mild torment of Europe, the flea, though thousands who 
have had experience of both hemispheres would be feeling- 
ly alive to the proof; and if refinement curled its lip at the 
idea, candor would compel a confirmatory sitrug. Of the 
political influence of this insect I had an illustration in a 
fellow-traveller, but lately arrived from England, and pro- 
fessing to be greatly disgusted with his country. During 
the former part of the journey he had been continually 
railing against it, but under the infiuence of the mosquitoes 
this rancor gradually softened, and at last the persistency 
of their stabs forced even this thoroughly disaffected wan- 
I derer to exclaim, " England, with all thy fanlta, I love 

Iee still," 
This is, ]ier]iap3, the most a|>propriato place for some ob- 
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BervatioDB on liim who plays tho " titlo-rftlo " in ihis part 
of the States; tbougli tbo prevalent absurdity in England 
of calling an American of whatever state by the general 
title of Yankee is not greater tban the misapplication of 
the title in America to all classes of Ncw-Englanderfi, The 
origin of tbe name, indeed, as stated by Heck Welder, is 
the Indian pronunciation of "English" — "Yengeese" — 
by which appellation they distinguished tlie New-Eug- 
landei-s from tbe Virginians, or Southern people, whom Ihey 
called the "Long-knives." Yankee, however, is really now 
a terra denoting character ratber tban locality, and repre- 
sents a certain set of qualities in a particular grade of so- 
ciety. The Yankee is a man of the lower orders, some- 
times a farmer, more often a mechanic (tbe very spirit of 
mochanisra embodied), and yet more usually a travelling 
trader. .'The Yankee is the Yorkshlreman of Amrrica; the 
same canning, calculating, persevering personage, with an 
infusion of Scotch hardiness and love of wandering. Like 
bim, he goes upon the principle that all men are rogues, 
and like bim he is instanced by bis customers as the best 
illustration of tbe doctrine. He has the same talent for 
ledients; tbe same keen eye to cliaraelcr and to expedite 
sale; the same want of nicety in regard to means, so 
ig as they are not legally offensive (going to jail ho 
insiders not so much a disgrace as a waste of time), so 
lat it would be just as appropriate to call tbe refined 
lentry and enlightened manufacturers of tbe County of 
York " regular Yorkshiremen," as to cite any man who 
moves in tbe respectable circle of Boston as "a regular 
Yankee." 
. This curious class of mammalia, the " Down-Easter" as 
is often called, is divisible into three species — tbe swap- 
ir, the jobber, and the pedler, all agi-eeing in one grand 
characteristic — love of prey — but varying in many strik- 
ing particulars. The swapper claims prucedence in ^olnt 
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^K of antiquity, his cliaractcr nnil name being a dire«t % 
^ft ^rtatioii from Yorksbirt!. TLc word to "swap," mean- 
^K ing to {-xclmngc, in still current thero and poBsesses a high 
^^.fciatorio interest, enme local tiistoriana having proved, I 
^M Itelieve, that it was thiapecnliarityiu the Northern Saxone 
^1 which for so many years drovo tho hordes of invaders to 
the Boutb. Tho swapper ia the only division of the trihe 
that may bo called stationary, though he ia not uioro pe- 
culiar in this respect than in the mode he adopts to raalce 
a foilune. lie thinlis neither of buying, nor selling, nor 
growing, nor manufacturing; the key to hia El Dorado is 
— exchange. With most this practice is a passion, with 
many a disease; some arc inocniated with the virus, but 
the majority have it in the natural way, and it has then 
all the precocity of genius, with tho tenacity of faith. It 
shows itself in childhood, when the infant swaps its milk 
for marbles; and at school, when the boy swaps every- 
thing but floggingo. As his possessions increase ho pats 
► all ho owns into a state of transition; house, land, and 
cattle are drawn into the whirlpool; even coat, hat, and 
boots. Ho soon loves swapping for its own sake; Iho 
means becomes the end; the mere act and business of ex- 
changing seems essential to his existence. If now an- 
alyzed the feeling would bo found pure; if it is no love 
I of lucre, it is much less envy of hia fellow-creatnres' poa- 
fiCBsions; it is neither desire of profit nor of accumulation; 
it is simply the love of novelty. 
The swapper is, of all men, the least affected by relies, 
the least concerned about memorials. Turning his back 
npon hjs f.ither's wisdom, he has full faith in the in- 
struction and resources of the future. With him every- 
thing old is useless, he keeps nothing long enough to prove 
its value by experience, but puts all his trust in the escel- 
l^ccB of new inventions. Tho awajiper is a fine moral 
^taibol, no man illustrating more directly the vanity of 
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human wisbea, or tlie evanescence of all things. Again, he 
is a moral warning, no man displaying more of the spirit 
of a gamhler, or more often meeting tbo fato of one. 
Yet hifl is a kind of raadnees which ought to he liarmless 
from its singularity, for there is nothing even analogous 
to it, eicept that domestic evil in England — a huyer of 
bargains. Thus he spends his days as everybody's agent 
or anybody's market. If poor, ho exchanges to become 
rioh; if rich, to become poor; tU), having swapped wealth 
for want, ease for anxiety, and youtli for age, he at last 
BwapB this world for the next. 

I made these disooveriea principally during my residence 
a country-box near Boston, where my nearest neighbor 

as a specimen of this clasB, in tho last stage of the dis- 
Every morning that ho hoard I was at home he 
was sure to pay mo a visit in order, as ho termed it, to 
"make a trade." Whatever object his eyo rolled upon it 
roused "that one dear thought" — to barter; my plough 
for his oart, my horse for hia cow, or my dog for his cat. 
If I proved obdurate to the advantages proposed on one 
point, he attacked me on another. Not an inch of my 
property but suggested some article of exchange on his 
own premises. Would I swap my peaches for plums ? my 
carrots for cabbages? I verily believe, had I not agreed 
to gratify him on some occasions, he would have proposed 
to swap the rats in our barns, or the snails in our orchards. 
At times I endeavored to soften my refusal by inviting 
him to dinner, but the mania still clung to him as his real 
hunger and thirst. On pouring out some brandy he re- 
membered that he had a keg at home, be should like to 
trade away; and the sight of my mutton suggested the idea 
of a score of sheep which he would make over to me for 
two oxen, 

Tho appearance of my friend was in strict keeping with 
his ruling propensity. His dress was constantly under- 
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joing mutalioDB in wlilch tho %-sricty of colors and tent'' 
ires jirccludod llio monolonoiiB impression of a suit. He 
a half Dankcen one day, half leather tho next. Every 
larkct morning fiirniBliod some novelty, particularly in 
pis hats, which were enthroned and deposed with all the 
IcBpatch of Grand Turks. A pair of homespun trousers 
iemod to stick to him tho longest, though their history, 
Pvo little doubt, resemWcd that wliich tho Virginians (to 
rwhora a swapper was a perpetual source of satire) were iu 
tlie hahit of relating. They said that a farmer who had 
not had a " trade " for some lime, feeling rather dull one 
Sunday, resolved to " go to meeting." On his way there 
be saw a young man hoeing in a iield, so he stopped and 
began to lecture him on the immorality of liis conduct. 
Finding that he would not attend to him, the farmer at 
last l>aw1ed out, "I say, young man, you won't listen to 
religion,ljut you've got on an awful strong pair of trousers, 
will you swap ?" 

I remember a pendant to this from the same source. A 
Connecticut dealer who was "down" with a fever, in a 

■ Very dangerous state, had had a particular medicine sent 

him, to bo taken four times a day. A friend, calling 
[in, smelt the mixture and pronounced it to be excellent; it 
iliad cured his grandmother. "It is worth a dollar a 
■bottle," said he. At these electrifying words the dying 
rjnan opened his eyes, raised himself an inch, and faltered 
" A dollar a bottle, Enoch ! there are three bottles of 
I it, and, if you've no objection, I'll swap the whole lot for 

■ your black terrier." 

The second species of "Down-Easter," a jobber, is a 
man of genius, mechanical it may be, but still a genius. 
He has probably been taught a trade, shoemaking for in- 
stance, which, being conducive to reflection, leads him into 
"T T(iew of the varied wants of man from the foot upwards, 

^Q the bod he requires to rest upon, to the roof that 
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must cover him. All arts agree in requiring certain qnal- 
ities, such as solidity, ironveuience, proportion, and dura- 
bility, whence it is obvious if a man thorougbly untier- 
Btands tbe craft of shocmakiDg (to say nothing of its 
philosophy, the giving noatneas to an ugly foot, which 
will restore enjoyment to a sensitive mind), he has a guide 
and handmaid to the sister arts, a pags-key to the cells of 
mechanism, in whose works practice will give proficiency. 
Thus he superadds to his original vocation carpentrj-, 
cabinet and coffin making, bricklaying, and farriery; and 
as Gooa as his mind in sufficiently stored he collects his 
tools (for knowledge, with him, is action), crams them 
into a haskct, and strides off to the Western States, where 
in every new-forracd settlement he proves a welcome 
visitor, supplying to eacii house that slight assistance 
which their comfort may require. Joking apart, there is 
not a doubt that this class of men are among the most 
useful in the Union. They unite to a rough expertnesa, in 
all they undertake, the temperance and industry demanded 
by the state of things about them, and virtue, in this case, 
meets with its reward. The man that can turn his hand 
to anything, generally turns everything into his hand; 
his leather pouch soon exhibits the appearance of a tumor, 
till he is at length enabled to eschew vagrancy, buy a plot 
of ground, and build a shop in some fast-rising settlement, 
which he opens in "the general line;" when, as the in- 
creasing wants of the community call for the introduction 

uf regular trades, they also introduce customers to con- 

^fame his cheese and bacon. 

f A jobber is generally a red-faced, yellow-haired man, 
with light^bluc eyes and a capacious mouth, dressed in a 
nankeen suit which was made for him when a lad, and 
from whose expressive restrictions his republican frame is 
now freeing itself at back, elbows, and waistband. 
Bat the grand division of the tribe is the New Eft^AvA 
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pvdliT, wbo, unliico the last descriljpil, has no inTcntiT* ik- 
gonuity, save in the art uf puffing, and still less like the 
first, not the slightest tasto fur swappiDg. He cousidera 
his own goods so much superior to his customers' that 
ruthing but bard cash can represent their value. To buy 
cheap and sell high comprehends fur htm the wlioto cycle 
of human knowledge; the supreme exocllenoe of north- 
country studs is hia religion; and science has taught him 
^o believe that tho world itself would not go round but to 
the tick of a New England clock. The same spirit which 
carried bis ancestors into the backwoods with their train 
of teams and children sends him every spring on a voyage 
of discovery to the South. This visit is regarded by the 
Southern trader in the light of a visitation; he may bo 
truly said to have Yankee-phobia, and to look npon a 
"Connecticut chap" as a commercial Scythian, n Tartar 
of the Kortb whose sole business in life is to make inroads 
on bis peace and profit. lie ranks him in the list of plagncs 
next to the yellow fever, and before locusts, taxation, and 
9 wet spring ; indeed, some go so far as to suppose tliat a 
thower of Yankees was the crowning pestilence which 
made Pharoah give up the Israelites. 

The panic they occasion is not more from a terror of 
their clevemeGS than of their singularly indomitable spirit. 
There is no getting rid of them. None of the usual similes 
of a burr, or sticking-plaster, give any idea of a pedler's 
tenacity; he has the gripe of a crab with the suction of a 
mosquito; you can't deny, you can't insult, you can't 
fatigue him; you can only dismiss him by a purchase, J 
Such a character must be particularly obnoxious to an 
indolent and relaxed community. A tornado could not 
create greater havoc in the ease and enjoyment of a Caro- 
linian evening than the buzzing and humming of such a 
■asp. In some places his mere appearance is tho eound- 

; of a tocsin to bar doors and windows, while many even 
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doaMe lock drawers, to prevent a conjuration over llic 
coutiter by wliich the money seems to leap out of tlie till 
ioto tlie pedler'e pocket. It may be amusing to pause for 
an iostant on such a BCcne. 

Sappoae a village in one of the rich Virginian or Caro- 
linian valleys, clustering round a road that climba up a 
hill so almost perpendicular that il seems to realize the 
idea of Jacob's ladder. From the gate of lljc planter's 
lawn tun, or, rather, stagger off, the eheda of the butcher, 
the baker, and the blacksmith, terminated by that arena 
for cock-fighting and politics, a tavern. About sunset 
labor has ceased and the inhabitants are leaning or lying 
out of their doors, the cows are wandering liome, the chil- 
dren are playing about, and the " niggers " are laughing 
loud in the distant an gar- houses. In this sweet hour of 
calm all bearts are disposed to indulge in Christian emo- 
tions. Look at the group and you'd take them for a colony 
of Moravians, with all enemies pardoned and all cares for- 
gotten; when suddenly a pedestrian is seen wending down 
the hill, his logs, in the slanting sunbeams, sending their 
shadows half a mile before him. By his length of staff 
be might be taken for a pilgrim, bat the sprawl of his 
walk awakens anything but sacred asBocialions. Gradual- 
ly his hull looms into distinctness, they perceive he is a 
long-backed man, with a crouching head and loaded 
shonlders; suspicions are excited; and at length one who 
may have suffered more than the rest, perhaps, from the 
endemic, recognizes its symptoms and exclaims, " I'll be 
shot if it aint a Yankee 1" At these words if there is not 
a general rout, or springing up, and banging-to of doors, 
it must bo because their faculties are prostrated by the sur- 
prise, and they lie spell-bound, as cattle are said to do on 
the approach of the anaconda. Aa the enemy advances at 
^U'Bwinging pace among tbem, his keen gray eye rolling 
^■^nd in selection of a victim, they remember the strange 
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Bian who firfll found out tlicir qaict }ii ding-pi ace, and 
Von<!er and contempt this curious species of fcllow-creat- 
nro at first excited — a fellow ivlio would ncltber driulE, bet, 
nor talk politics, but kept prying into holca and cornera 
to proTo tlio extent of their needs, and who ultimately 
■walked away with all the eilvcr of the settlement. What- 
ever may have been Ihfir former csperiences, one of the 
Bnmber is a doomed mikn. If be doesn't want a clock 
which ticks loud cnongh to scare away the rats, or a razor 
BO keen that if you but strop it overnight and put it un- 
der your pillow you'll wako np clean shaved in the morn- 
ing, yet — "Sure alive, missis wants a new cap," and he's 
got a small stock, " jest such as the squires' wives wear at 
tlie camp-meetin's;" or," The yonnggals need some gowns," 
and he has "all kinds of cotton that are all the better for 
bein' turned — for the inside gets fresh as t'otbor's wearin' 
out." 

The "Down-Easter's" system of attacking a stubborn 
antagonist displays great generalship. Tie begins by rest- 
ing his pack upon the half-hatch of the door; its numer- 
ons contents presently require a field of display; nowhere 
BO fitting as on the counter within, if it be a shop; be begs 
leave but to show them; "Look at them, mister, they won't 
Sting you." The outworks once carried, his shot (caps 
and combs, " hankychers," etc) fly about in all directions 
and take deadly effect on some of the family. By a 
singular fatality everything that is tried on seems to be 
mado expressly for the wearer; she never looked so well 
in anything before. And equally strange is the discovery 
that, up to that moment, they had been living without a 
■solitary convenience. Every one but the father perceives 
necessity of Sally having a pair of shoes, Enoch a 
jack-knife, and the parlor a timepiece. From the shop 
"•jnathan fights his way into the backroom, and tliero his 

stim, driven into a comer, is beaten into an acknowledg- 
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ment of Ms wants and deficiencies, and the capitulation 
that ensues ia a discussion of their number and tho ex- 
pense of supplying them. When the campaign is over 
in one house he proceeds to another, and bo on to all 
in BQCcession, till he arrives at the tavern, where he 
usually succeeds in trading the landlord out of bed and 
breakfast. 

Smarting under this infliction, it can be no wonder that 
the Virginians indulge in oocasional vituperations, insist 
that the Yankee cheats thorn in every transaction, and 
that, however ho may vary his commodities from the 
traditionary -wooden nutmegs and rod-flannel aauaages, 

indling is still his talent, his stimulus, and local distinc- 
In proof of this they point to the fact that there 

■e no Jews in New England, the competition being too 

■eat for them to exist. 

I was told a story of a " Down-Easter " mode of croat- 
deraand for a supply which, amid all the ingenuities 
of modern commerce, may fairly claim originality. One 
of the class called a " hickory dealer," or seller of wooden 
ware, came down to tho South in summer-time with a well- 
iden wagon, but was destined to encounter a sweeping op- 

isition in the yollow fever, which had commenced buainesa 
ilibout a week previous in such a wholesale way that tho 
only wooden ware in requisition was a coffin. The ravages 
of the plague were at this time so dreadful that it will be 
supposed there was a general tendency to try tho most 
desperate and absurd CKpedicnts to avert it, though many 
such proved but pioneers to its progress. This the pedler 
was aware of, so resolved, as regarded his own fortunes, 
to extract good from evil. Dressing himself as respect- 
ably as possible, he mounted his horse and rode up to a 

■inting-office in Williamsburgh, where, under an assumed 



printing-office in Williamsburgh, where, under an assum ed || 
Hjsame, he had a hundred bills struck off to this effect: ^^^H 
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"WAXTEO raUEDlATKLy, 
"WoDdcn «*ra in &nj iiimnlilj for iha futur hospital *l PliiUdelptuSi 
•eb Iwring fouiul DM to eoarty the IiitvcUon. 

" I)j onloi at the DoRnl of Ucalib, Sent Amai. 

**N.II. — All pcnoBi mn caalionod ban Uicjr dm crockery, which a tba 
iniN of plague Id IhuuHnili." 

Fifty of tlicac ))Iacarda bo Bcnt Iiis boy to stick roand 
ho Btrci'ts of a village lying in his road, wliero the fever 
had bogmi lo show itself. A discovery so important, so 
■iDipIo, and apparently in sucli close connection with a 
ledy, created an instant sensation. The doom of crock- 
was pronounced. Jugn, bowls, basins, teapots, and 
Other utensils most esteemed or necessary were hurled 
out of the windows In showers. Ko grandmother's gift, 
DO ancestor's relics, Harvived this fall of China; the streets 
soon exiubttcd a series of domestic tnmuli, and looked like 
a pottery after an earthquake. About noon, when the 
work of dt'Blructiou was at its height, a wagon made its 
way into the village, with a man vociforatirg with all the 
power of his lunge, "Wooden ware 1" His arrival waa 
hailed as a God-scud; a crowd collected round him as to 
a magician who brought talismans; and in less than two 
houra his plague-aver ting platters were all disposed of at 
exorbitant prices. 

A more defensible piece of cleverness was that of a 
Fassamaquoddy captain who, arriving in the port of Lon- 
don Boon after the peace, woe iiireigled into a low tavern 
by some sharpers, with the intention of plundering him at 
cards. Failing, however, in every endeavor to draw him 
into play, they drank three bottles of wine with bim and 
then went out. The landlord, coming in, expressed his sur- 
prise. " Are your friends gone ?" he asked. " My friends ?" 
replied the captain; "they brought me here, bnt I don't 
■know them." " Ah," said the landlord, " 1 see you are not 

raeh acquainted with our London bladoe." " No, I ain't." 



^^w. 



RETROSPEOTIOXS OF AMERICA. 47 

Well, you'll grow wiser in time; you mnst pay the 
reckoning." "What, for all foar?" "Certainly, for all 
four," "Well, if that's the case," rejoined Jonathan, 
drawing out a handful of silver, "I may as well have an- 
other bottle," The landlord stepjicd out eagerly to get it 
from the cellar, when the captain, taking a pieco of chalk 
from the mantelpiece, wrote on the tabic, " I leave yon 
a Yankee handle for your London bladus," and quickly 
walked off alao. 

Whatever may have been the dclinqaencics of the land 
traders of New England, the local character appears to 
have been redeemed by their maritime brethren, who were 
among llio most exemplary prodtictions of tho Union. To 
skill, activity, and temperance they joined the strictest 
flense of rectitude, and as rapidly became tlio carriurs of 
the states as they are now advancing to fulfil that office 
for the world at large. To this cause mnst be attributed 
the slow progress of Now England in manufactures. The 
facilities offered for ahip-buiJding by its wood and water, 
and the nautical taste of its inhabitants, rendered the car- 
rying-tradc a more profitable pursuit than the experiment 
of creating goods for exchange or exportation, in the 
hitherto imperfect state of their machinery and the high 
price of labor, 

Georgia and the Caroliuas, the most inveterate against 
New England, could not but allow the merits of her sea- 
men, even when they saw them in such numbers taking 
possession of the Southern harbors. The reason was ob- 
vious. In the old times a Carolinian owned a schooner 
worked by negroes, who finding slavery perhaps somewhat 
lighter or more diversified at sea, made no exertions to 
expedite a trip, but would sleep away whole tides that 
bad been in their favor, and take so little care of their 
vessel that the first heavy gale blew it into harbor to refit. 
The Northern coasters, on the contrary, were principally 
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manned by tlicir owners, usnally a company wlio, with a 
truly Northern npirit, carried the principles of a common- 
wealth even into their apeciilations. This trait, distin- 
guiehing, perhapR, no other seamen in history, fully ac- 
counts for the vigor and succcbs of their exertions. As 
an instance of the way in which they distanced competition, 
it was no unusual thing for a New-Englander to send to 
Philadelphia for flour, carry it to the "West Indies, bring 
back molasses to New England, take the eamc to Phila- 
delphia, and then undersell those who traded directly be- 
tween that city and the islands. 

The ingenuity of those traders fully equalled their en- 
terprise, and the constant good-fortune of some of them, 
whatoverthenature of their epeculations.almost established 
tbe idea of fatalism. I knew a merchant of Boston who 
was so bnoyed up with his successes that he laid a wager, 
at a party one evening, that no one present could propose 
K spoculalion which ho would not turn to account. This 
being considered a piece of gasconade meriting ridicule, 
one of his hearers named a cargo of warmiug-pana to be 
sent to the West Indies. A laugh, of course, followed 
the announcement, but he seemed in no way disconcerted 
at the selection, and pledged himself to fulfil the engage- 
ment within six months. The difficulty of obtaining the 
warming-pans was not trifling. One half of the order he 
was obliged to send to the English manufacturers; the rest 
be set about collecting from bankrupt stocks in the Union; 
but, sure enough, in less than six months the freight wan 
prepared, and the schooner set sail for Barhadoes and St. 
Thomas. There, such had been the negotiations of the 
consigner, the warming-pans were all disposed of at a 
>ro6t, as substitutes for shovels in scooping up sugar 1 




— New York. — Ruljert Merry. — Mj Firat Appcaranca and IllneS 
Kusticntion nnd Cure. — Aspucl of N«w York; tho Dutch; (liG Bivuk- 
fsBt-laWo; Merchants' Dnily Lite; Double DLiguises; the Ditera Bit; 
Land Speonialora. — ^rl. — Anecdotes of the RevoIiilJonarj War ; Sir W. 
IIowo and Mrs. Loriiig; Lord Oorunnllis nnd liis Friend. — Journey to 
Philadelphia; a Nanuw Eaeape. 

The first person to shake ray hand in New York was 
my oil! club and Gruon Room aBSOciate, Robert Merry.* 
When I met him on landing he exclaimed, " All, John, 
have you come to make your fortune like tho rest of us? 
I'm afraid," shrugging his nhouidefB, " you'll bo bit." " I 
plead guilty," said I; " but what in the name of Mammon 
tempted you — you, tiiat I've heard ho often say you could 
never live in America?" "NonscnBe, John," ho replied, 
"you know that I always liked to be in A-merry-koy." 
Poor fellow! here was the ruling passion strong in exile; 
he had given np home, friends, fame, poetry, pleasure, 
politics — everything but punning. 

My commencement was hardly encouraging. On tho 
25th of August I made my first bow to an American aa- 

* Mr. Hohert Mehiit was one of Iha foimderB of thoDelln Crusean ecIiouI 
of poctrj — a Bort of antii:ipnliDii ia tlie last quarter of the lusl century of 
the BfTeetutions of (he jliatlietic Scliool in the last quarter of this ccatory. 
It arose among ecrtaiD English residenta in Florence in 1T86; it siprcad Co 
England, where, ])j a curiauB anlieipntion, its organ was a paper called 
Tilt World ! It W89 crushed bj Gifford'a slashing " Baviad," published in 
1794. Merry married Mlaa Brunton in 1793, nnd withdrew her from the 
Stiee ; but when his means (niled, a trmpting offer from an Amcrico^^ 

tgcr brought Ihcm to America in 1790, and lie died hero it 
: 
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kocp, in the cliaracUT of GoMfinuli, nnd my i 
was everything I couKl wUb; l>ut on the §ecoiid nigbtof 
■>y pcrformaucc (Lord Ogleby) I was Bc-ized with the 
pholera-morbuH, BO tliat lialf of iLo apparently affected 
[minfl of tlie cliaracter were tbe Bpontoucous effects of my 
fUsordcr. After the first treatment the doctor ordered 
no to go immediately into tbe country and to take braody- 
loJ-waler. Tliiu wan no disagreeable prcscrijition; 1 fixed 
lOD the little Dutch village of llaerlem for my retreat, and 
Bcibcrt Morry's joy at having met with me was so great 
t ho insisted on sharing my rustication, remarking, in 
bis old way, "it was not the first time he bad found it a 
i to cheer me," When thus together we bad bo 
nueh to remember, dlBcuss, reply to, propose, and project, 
that wo sat up night after night, administering plentifully 
tlie doctor's elixir, till in a few days I fonnd myself com- 
pletely restored, having oxpcrienced, perhaps, the pleaa- 
antest cure upon record. 

1 have termed iho Middle States an epitome of Europe. 

Kcw York was an index to the Middle States. Tho one 

^eat market to the enterprising foreigner, it was also a 

xort of Mecca to the hungry backwoodsman, who was 

Bare to make a pilgrimage once in his life to yield his 

Ikomage on its counters to the gods. Mercury and Mammon. 

It resembled a large fair or a cluster of inna rather than 

abiding city, all its inhabitants looking like birds of 

tb the exception of the few aboriginal Dutch 

who had not been swept away by tho European flood to 

their yellow brick dwellings on the banks of the Hudson. 

But these kept themselves distinct even from the other 

.ives, regarding tbe entire body as a variety of Arabs 

ho had been expelled from Europe for their robberies. 

ey maintamed their houses like fortifications, their 

ora and windows ever closed and barred, their garden 
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walla armed with glass bottlos in a, bed of mortar, 
they Bitting on their " stoops " (the porcbea of their door- 
Bteps), so dilated as not to leave room for a cat to pass, 
and rolling waves of smoke from their melancholy pipea 
to warn the stranger off. The Dutch have uever borne 
the character of an inhospitable people, but certainly in 
this case they seemed to interpret every glance a stranger 
cast at their peaked roofs and comfortable orchards as the 
possible preliminaries of some burglarious attempt. Their 
cumbrons, ox-like frames, and drowsy, ruminating faces, 
as they crouched in the stalls of their " stoops," are be- 
fore me at this moment, a marked contrast to the spare, 
but muscular proportions of the other residents, the eter- 
nal restlessness of the foreigners, or the slashing, sprawl- 
ing progress of the Yankees. The world seemed to be 
standing still with the one; the others seemed to be car- 
rying all the world before them. 

The house I stopped at gave me a tolerable specimen of 
the varieties of society now converging at this great ex- 
change, and enabled me thereby to solve a mystery which 
bad pnzsled the heads of numerous travellers — the multi- 
fariousness of an American breakfast- table. Here was a 
French gentleman of Pancien regime looking melancholy 
and mysterious, in a bag-wig and point-Iaco ruffles, who 
bad two cards of address, the one styling him " Marquis," 
the other "Dancing- master," Hero was an English agri- 
culturist just arrived, a firm believer in the doctrine of 
ready-roasted pigs squeaking " Come, eat me." Here was 
a Kentucky landowner, proving London to be the Baby- 
lon of the Apocalypse, and predicting England's downfall, 
in order to heighten the value of his disposable property. 
Hero were major- generals from Vermont, walking encyclo- 
pedias of the war, and planters from " Caroliny," who were 
alternately explaining the free principles of their "Con- 
stitution " and reading the description of runaway slaves. 
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^V Hero w«To Italinna who Imd brougbt over FBiitoc^-ini to 

^V rolinc thu tiisto of tliu iiifAnt couutry; tienuaoa who li&d 

^M como to hunt out eome distant rclativca ; lean and Tora- 

^m viouH Scotchman looking as if tlifj could swallow tW cod- 

^M tincnt ; and Irisii " jintlomen " of alcndi-r ligarea and for- 

^F tunes, wlio having como to Arourioa to live cheaply, liad 

apcDt a year^u income in croening tbo ocean. To meet 

Buoh a variety of tastes it was neceasary that the board 

ahould do Bomcthing more than merely gratify tho im- 

»pulacs of ail American stomach. Each must bo pleased, 
and wo were accordingly provided with fish, bam, beef, 
boiled fowls, eggs, pigeons, pumpkin pies, lobsters, vege- 
tables, tea, coffee, cider, sangaree, and cherry-brandy! 

Tbo habits of tbe Kew York merchants reminded me of 
my friends at OucrnBGy. Tboy breakfasted at eight or 
half past, and by nine were in their counting-houses, lay- 
ing out the business of the day; at ten they were on their 
whan.'ea, with aprons round their waists, rolling hoga- 

I heads of rum and raolassea; at twelve, at market, flying 
about as dirty and as diligent as porters; at two, hack 
again to the rolling, heaving, hallooing, and scribbling. 
At four they went home to dress for dinner; at EGven, to 
the play; at eleven, to supper, with a crew of lusty Bac- 
chanals who would smoke cigars, gulp down brandy, and 
sing, roar, and shout in tho thickening clouds they created, 
like so many merry devils, till three in the morning. At 
eight, up again, to scribble, run, and roll hogsheads. 
What a day's work this would have been for a GarolinianE 
Thus the New-Yorker enjoyed his span of being to the 
full stretch of tho tether, hia violent exertions during the 
day counteracting the effects of his nocturnal relaxations, 
besides giving him a relish to return to them. Certainly 
I few men throughout tho Union worked harder for enjoy- 
ent, 
I eould so little credit their daily public mctamorphoaia. 



^P HETROSPECTIOSS OF AMERICA. 53 

at first, that I was guilty of many iminteiitional insults, 
particularly to two or three gentlemen who had taken a. 
great liking to me at a friend's tabic. Happening one 
day to penetrate the inysteriona sphere of their avocations, 
in order to sec a ship get andcr way, I heard a group of 
porters, as they appeared to mc, ehout my name and beck- 
on to me. This familiarity I set down to the account of 
their nationality, and walked on, consoling myself in the 
manner of Edgar, that " Every one knows poor Tom." A 
day or two afterwards, at a dinner-party, I observed that 
I thought I was likely to become a favorite, for the gal- 
lery people had patronized me already. " Indeed," said 
one of the company, " they must see more of you than we 
do, then. Wliy, yesterday, when you were jiassing the 
wharf, we called to yon till we were hoarse; yon looked 
round, but you wouldn't return." " Oh, you must be mis- 
taken," I replied. "The only persons I can remember 
hailing me were a crew of blackguards — fellows rolling 
hogsheads." The roar this declaration elicited defies de- 
scription. "They were we," shouted my respondent. I 
was petrified. The laughter went round the table in peals, 
each seeming to grow louder as I attempted to stammer 
an apology or explain away my words. The position was 
not pleasant either for myself or the persons alluded to, 
till one of them, with prompt good-humor, filling a glass 
of wine, said, "Well, well; Mr, Bernard w.is not obliged 
to know us in our stage-clothes!" I was glad, however, 
to change the subject, by gratifying the first person who 
asked me for a song, and aa this had the happy effect of 
making the merriment general, I had no doubt that, at 
our breaking-up, which was some hours afterwards, my 
infernal Malapropism. was forgotten. 
The next morning I received a note from one of the 
^barty, requesting mc to call at his connting-houso on the 
^Htiay, to taste some very superior port-wine. 1, having 
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been secretary to tlio Jiccfsteak Otnb, the fame of wbole'' 
port liad rcaelied even to AmericA, enjoycil a reputation, 
wliich I believe I dcBcrved, for .1 critical acumen of palate. 
Pclighlcil with tlie suuimous, 1 set off as pleasantly as if 
a bottle of the aforesaid were already harmonizing all 
things in my interior. On my way, however, I met an- 
; of the party, who, loamiog my destination, burst 
into a laugh and said he eould not refrain from letting mo 
into a Hccret. " Vou have mortified our friends go much," 
k bo continued, " by that nnliicky mistake lost night, that 
I they swear yon can only tell a gentleman by his clothes, 
I BO they havo resolved to prove their charge by playing 
you a trick. They have dressed up some carmen in their 
own clothes, and mean to introduce them to you as mer- 
chants and great proprietors, not doubting but that you 
will pay them every attention. Then tliey mean to take 
you home to dinner, where all their friends are invited, 
to hear tlie expoaV For a minute or two the news over- 
came me. I had entirely forgotten the provocation, and 
dreamed not of such malice. Feeling, however, that this 
was meeting mo too much on my own ground, a plan pre- 
sented itself which promised, by effectually turning the 
tables on my antagonists, to bring the affair to a epeedier 
and different conclusion, I disclosed it to my friend, who, 
tendering his assistance, I ran home for a black wig and 
whiskers, a smock frock, hat. Blockings, and other con- 
stituents of a working man's dress ; then, returning to Ma 
honse upon the quay, I fipeedily assumed them, accom- 
plishing so complete a transformation that he with diffi- 
culty recognized me. 1 then wrote a note to my trap-set^ 
^^ ting friend for myself to deliver, stating that business at 
^B the theatre would detain me half an hour or so, but that 
^^k I should join him without fail the instant of my libera- 

I 
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pectation; tbe laborers, clean-aliaved and trickeil out with 
profaBo finery, Beated at a table with the decoy-duck 
port; my friends standing about in the coatume which 
had caused all this mistake, chagrin, and stratagem. Ten- 
dering the note, I said, in the best brogae I could assume, 
that "I was told by Mr. Burr-nard to wait at the qnay 
^1 he caroe." Viewed on all sides by the party, no sub- 
ion was excited, but my words suggesting an appre- 
lension that I might interfere with their hoax, I was in- 
vited to a stool in ono corner, and some brandy handed to 
me. Now ciimo my enjoyment. Pulling my hat over 
my eyes, I soon remarked all tho details of the scene and 
its points of contrast. The carmen at the table, who cer- 
tainly had the best of the joke, filled and sipped their 
glasses in fine bnrlesqnc of gentlemanly nonchalance; tho 
.ncipal actors stood in a group near the door, talking in 
undertone, winking, rubbing their hands, and digging 
.each other's sides, till the fulness of their anticipations 
■would ever and anon overflow in bursts of electrical 
laughter, which rattled the window-panes. Then one of 
the outposts would eiiout, " He's coming!" at which all 
was hushed and every man stood to his gun. The next 
instant the news was contradicted ; then e.ame another tor- 
nado of risibility and another pause. In this manner the 
half-hour elapsed, and no Bernard. Then I began to ob- 
aervo the quicksilver go gradually down, and signs of un- 
easiness master their complacency. They sat down, whis- 
tled, jumped up, walked to tho door, muttered, "D-^n 
it 1 he must be rehearsing all Shakespeare, I hope he is 
coming." In a few more minutes there was a dead pause; 
le laughs were all flown, and they stared in each other's 
ices with a slieepish vacuity. A man was sent in search 
me, and one or two ventured to suspect that I had 
smoked " them. At tliis moment my friend and accom- 
ice arrivedj and with a well-feigned ansiety inqiiiced. 
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for mo. An hotir had now cinpsci], and their impattei 
oonld no longer be controlled. All wna uproar as, stamp- 
ing about, they conimcntcil on my want of punctaftlity 
(as the rcBult of professional habits), with the aid of all 
those emphatic words by which the lower orders have ao 
materially strengthened the English language, and which 
they could not retrain from pressing into thoir service. 
The men were then told to leave off emptying the bottles 
and doff their borrowed plumes; upon which I, rising np 

Ittad divesting myself of wig and whiskers, begged also to 
resume my real character. 

The scene that ensued I mnst leave to my reader's im- 
agination. Snflicc it that all my anticipations were real- 
ised; iho good-hnmor of the bitpre thna bit returned, and 
the port, a bottle of which I had been invited to taste, 
was not loft till at least half a dozen had set their gener- 
ous seal to otir articles of confederation then and there 
immutably established. 

The most amusing speeies of scum on the surface of 
I New York society were the land speculators, who prowled 
abont the wharves and hurried, like so many alligators, to 
ponncc on the unwary emigrant. Everybody arriving 
with a ruddy, round, moneyed-looking aspect they con- 
ceived must neceBsarily want to buy land, and they forth- 
with produced a list of soils, like a tailor's pattern book, 
which they had to sell cheap; land possessed of such won- 
derful properties as would turn all the poeti-y of the Fort- 
unate Islands into poor prose, all the golden coloring of 
Oriental fertility into mere barrenness. It was capable 
not merely of growing everything, from a gooseberry to 

ka grape, from a pumpkin to a bnffalo, but it emitted vari- 
ous kinds of efilnvia which contributed to skill in all kinds 
^ trade, the atmosphere being impregnated with an in- 
"Cribable something which made a man cleverer there 
1 in any other part of the tXnion. One of their rogaer- 
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iea was to plaot hickory-trocs, whicli will only grow in 
tlie best soil, about the eclgea of the worst; tbe fact of 
their production being considered a sufEcient guarantee. 
What a world of new ideas would a Hogarth have re- 
ceived from half an hour's lounge through the scene of 
their vocation, to observe the backwoodsman grasping his 
victini by the collar, and pouring into hia oars a torrent 
of talismanic sounds; and the good, easy, innocent Eng- 
lish farmer rumbling the money in his pockets, and gloat- 
ing with hia half-un socketed eyes on the vision of fiury- 
land set before bim. 

These worthies were in the habit of scliiiig the same 
land to two and three different cuatomers, and emigrat- 
ing before the parties could make a discovery of the fraud. 
Bat it was not to be supposed they could have all this fun 
to themselves. Europe was pei-potnally pouring over pro- 
fessors of the dark sciences, whose talents ably supported 
the credit of their birthplaces, and " When Greek meets 
;ek," etc. I heard an amusing story of a Frenchman 
Irbo bad assumed the title and forged the deeds of a mar- 
piisate in Normandy. Meeting a Kentucky man with 
ground to sell, which bad already passed into the hands 
of more than one gull, they effected an exchange. Which 
received a balance I don't know, but the one took a voy- 

) to France and the other a pilgrimage to the lakes, 
» discover the identity of their schemes. 

During our short but very pleasant and succcsaful sea- 
son at New York, Merry was the constant companion of 
my fishing and shooting excursions, and be still proved 
that bis spirit was a true echo to his name. And hero 
were no game laws to tax the pocket and prineiplea of 
an Englishman; you could take your rod or gun, jump 
over a gate, and wing or hook your victims before the 

Koor of a mansion, without the trouble of inquiring whom 
[belonged to. Here were no eternal "Trespassers be- 
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ware!" or " Spring gunsl" to warn tlio reader ihat a rab- 
bit's U'gB wiTo of moro valutt llian a mau's. Tlie bener- 
olent Americans forgave every man his tresposscB, and 
poiiitotl tiieir guiiH only at tlie enemieB of their country- 
In our rambles wo gathered many laughable anecdotes 
of the war. At n fiinikhouso where wo dined wo learned 
that tho OHHicrbad formerly lived in West Chester, where, 
«n ono occasion, he had hei'n compcllod, at the point of 
tbe Bword, to give aBsistanco to the Royalims. lUie Fro- 
▼incials, who were numerous in that quarter, came upon 
him the next day, cudgelled him soundly, and carried oS 
hia cattle and alt they could lay hands ou, except some 

winter provisions in his barn, because he was " a d d 

'Tory and had given assistance to the king." The day 
following down galloped a corps of cavalry with capa- 
cious bags, and pillaged all that was left — hia beef, pork, 

and gammons — on tho plea that ho was " a d d rebel, 

and hatl Bupi>lied the king's enemies." There were some 

humorous pcculiarltica about these West Cheater hoys, 

who, from their Jack-o'-lantern movements and nightly 

annoyances were called " General Howe's MoBquitoes." 

The general at one time being short of provisions, sent a 

larty overnight to drive off some cattle from Long Island. 

'ho watchword for the guard in that quarter was "Cam- 

iridge," and tho password, "Swamp." Tho foragers 

ickily stumbled on an outpost who piqued himself on his 

iperior caution; a "fellow that would sleep with one 

lye shut and both ears open," especially on a foggy night. 

bearing ihcm approach, this vigilant Eentinel exclaimed, 

shrill snuffle, "Cambridgel" Receiving no response 

bo repeated, " Cambridge, I say! If you don't say Swamp 

I'll shoot!" The English, subduing their laughter, shout- 

" word, and, passing on, before morning drove off a 

«ent herd. 

nothor occasion, when tho levies were being raised. 
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and a commanding officer was tearing the pleas of exemp- 
tion {all men beyond a certain age, with ao many children, 
or diaahled by infirmity), a hale, well-built, active-looking 
fellow petitioned to be excused on the ground of an im- 
pediment in his speech. "I — I — I stiitrter, sir." The 
officer stared at him, and replied, with some cmphauB, 

"What the does that signify? we want you to 

fight, not to talk." " T-y-yes, Captain, y-es, but — but 
sup-po-pofic we — we happen to be beat, 1 should g-g-get 
cut in halves before I could cry out qu-qu- quarter!" 

At New York I met with several veteran survivors of 
the Revolution, who, among the anecdotes with which they 
enlivened our eventual intimacy, favored mo with one 
disclosure which I confess amused as much as it startled 
me. It was a proof of how ignorant is the world of the 
little causes of many great events. American indepen- 
dence, for instance, every one supposes was owing to 
George Washington, with some support from his country- 
men, and a little assistance from the French, Nothing 
can he more enoneons, according to these worthies, by 
whom it was attributed to a female patriot, the beautiful 
and fascinating Mrs. Loring, Seeing tho affairs of the 
Provincialiats veering, like an unrudderod vessel, into tho 
suction of a whirlpool, she conceived the noble enterprise 
of their rescue, by exerting all her arts and charms to en- 
trap the afTections and influence the counsels of that mod- 
ern Antony — Sir William IIowo. 

The crisis of affairs in 1776 is well known. England 
bad landed an army in Canada under Burgoyne, and an- 
other at New York nnder Howe, with one grand plan of 
action; the junction of the two on the banks of the Poto- 
mac, with the consequent pitching of Washington, Lee, 
Gates, Green, out/i multis aliis, into that stream; and then, 
the stately march of this force to the South, to brush the 
rest of the insurgents from the face of the earth like %& 
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Etnaoy mosfiuitoes. Evorytbing peemcd to favor this 

Ttio In i) <'))<? ml en tti were boalcn tn all qnnrtere, and 
I Wai^liiiigton, their lust Htsy, wait iiercuittcd to stay no- 
wbcre. Dialodgcil fi-om Wliito Plains, ho had ratrest«d 
f'to R'fuml Brook on the Pelnwarc. Tticn wliat was tbe 
heourae General Howe, with his thirty thousand regularly 
ifed veteran*, was eitpcctwl lo pursue? Every corporal 
■ •xolainii'd, "Drive the enemy from their cntrenchmcnta 
I on tbe river, to koep opc-n tbo water communication with 
I Biirgoyne " {no alarming task, considering that the Amer- 
I lean force was under ten thousand), "and then march di- 
1 rect to Philadelphia." 'Vim was the pivot o» which the 
[ fortunes of the struggle lunied, IJutwhat did Mark An- 
I tony ? He ordered his men to get on hoard ship and pro- 
ceed to Philadelphia tna the Delaware, Tliis was trans- 
porting them indeed, hut with furyl The consequences 
were foreseen. The Hudson remaining closed, Burgojme, 
after kicking Arnold out of Canada, was obliged to sur- 
. render for want of supplies; Howe was driven back to his 
I old position; and Comwallis was eventually surprised 
[ into the same predicament as Burgoyne. What could 
have led the general to the above perverse and fatal pref- 
. crcnco has been a matter of much speculation to states- 
men and soldiers. It need be bo no longer, when they 
learn that Mi's, Loring, being at this time in as critical a 
condition as the country, required the benefit of sea-tur, 
and her wish was law! 
' Comwallis, the ablest officer of the war, was certainly 
roach hampered by local circumstances, but he wasted his 
time in attempting to conciliate the planters and stimulate 
f their negroes, the latter being as unconscious of the value 
[ of their liberty as tbe former were alive to it. An anec- 
I dote was related of him which attests the true English no- 
I bleman. He bad a friend in Virginia, a Colonel Vanhom, 
L who, throughout the struggle, had appeared to favor the 
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f>yal cause. This gentleman was yet a personal f 
I General Lincoln, who liad been sent to the South to 
eep CornwallUat bay. LidcdId, unable to restrain early 
feelings, was rash enough to pay the Virginian a visit in- 
cognito; but the Becret, by some means, reacbing the 
camp, which was not very distant, the earl ordered out a 
party of dragoons and surrounded the house just as the 
American general was sitting down to his coffee. lie had 
Bcarce time to spring np-stairs before Cornwallis entered 
the breakfast-room, and, by the dismay on every counte- 
nance, perceived the truth of tho report. With great 
mildness, taking Colonel Vanhorn's hand, which shook as 
I palsy-struck, "My good friend," said he, " what would 
rou say if, after our intimate acquaintance, I ehould bring 
i bear here some morning to break yonr glasses and chairs, 
o tear your carpet, and root up your garden ? You would 
execrate my barbarity. Is it kind, then, of you to harbor 
it man who lias come to thwart my designs, and bring tho 
0ausQ I am engaged in to confusion and ruin ? I see where 
>e has sat, but your house is sacred, I will not interrupt 
lis breakfast; let bim make a hearty one, but I trust he 
rill have finished it before two o'clock, because I intend 
lien to return and do myself the pleasure of dining with 
" lie then paid his respects to the family, mounted 
lis horse, and rode off with his party. It is hardly neces- 
Cary to add that Lincoln's breakfast terminated his visit, 
jind that, on the earl's return, no allusion was made to 

The yellow fever having vacated Philadelpliia at tho 
itting-in of winter, Wignell made preparations for our 
pproacb, and Merry, Morris,* and myself, with our ro- 
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BpL'Clivc spouBCB, engaged a small four-horse coack to c 
vey us to tho Western Athens. Our enjoyment of this 
ride was interrapted by an event which had nearly proved 
a very awful coineidence. On crossing the ferry at Tren- 
toD, in one of those flat-bottoiued, low-sided, Dutch boats 
called scows, Morris began to relate the circumstance of 
bRTiDg lost his first wife in this river some twenty years 
before, through the fore-horses of the stage taking fright) 
leaping over, and dragging the coach after them; the ra- 
pidity of the tide and the weight of the vehicle sending it 
to the bottom with more than half tho passengers. He 
had scarcely concluded this horrifying narration when tho 
square sail of the boat, Sapping suddenly in the leaders' 
faces, like a shot over ihey instantly sprang, and, but for 
the dexterity of the blacks in cutting their traces, there is 
not a doubt we should have shared the fate wc had just 
heard described. 



I .Msnj years, and died ia Xeir Tork in 1809, vlicn, according to W.B. 
I Vood, ho was cightj-four, snd according lo Dunlap ninety veura of ago. 
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Dean Peideauk, in his "Scripture Commentaries," says 
fthat Penn laid out tbe city of PliiladelpUia upon the linea 
of Babylon, a fact which speaks aa much for the good 
senBC of the worthy Quaker aa for hia love of order. Many 
would have conaidered that regal nest of idolatry an in- 
Buapicioaa, and even profane, prototype for a city whidi 
■was meant to be the ahrine of a true faith; but Penn re- 
garded it as a goodly vessel that had been polluted, and per- 
ceived the harmony that would subsist between the prin- 
ciplea of hia brethren and a place of straight ways. A 
pleaaing modification of tbe plan was his diapenaing, in 
this "temple of peace, not power," with the galea and 
walla of tbo original; and blending the city with the 
forest. Not only do trees, lining the streets of a town, 
conduce to health by purifying the air and affording 
abeltcr from heat, but there is aomething peculiarly beau- 
tifal in thus introducing tbe works of the Creator amid 

K those of man, and establishing in the abode of traffic the 

^^ groves sacred to meditation. 

^1 The Quakers were to Philadelphia what the Dutch were 

^B to New York, but they were a far more interesting race. 
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As they BJicrtly stole along at twiliglit In their plain gal 
iini]cr ihe shado of their ancient trees, casting ead glances 
at the motley mullUuilo around them, they looked like 
epirits of ihtir forefathers come to sigh over the dwellings 
they could no longer defend from tlic unhallowed tread 
1>t the Btranger. It is to be regretted that a people no 
distinguifihed for many virtues, should exhibit, ordinarily, 
snuh a repugnance to cultivate their mental faculties. 
One would think they believed that because Christianity 
vas first promulgated in timefl of barbarism, Buoh a state 
Binst be oBsential to ite coutinuance, Ponn, Green, and 
Benozot were, however, brilliant exceptions, and to the 
general credit of the sect wo must place their early aboli- 
tion of slavery and their treatment of the Indians. 

My friend. Judge Kelly, of Annapolis, related to mo 
two or three traditions of Penn which prove that his prac- 
tical application of religion was the truust policy. Nearly 
all his fellow-adventurers fell into the most contradic- 
tory mistakes respecting the character of the Indian; they 
gave him credit for peculiar ingenuity in devising strat- 
agems and tortnres, but denied him suflicient senso to 
test the white man's professions by his acts. They would 
never have thought of breaking up a frozen stream with 
spade and pickaxe, instead of waiting till spnng sunshine 
should thaw and melt it, yet could not apply the same 
principle in dealing with their felloW'Crealures; or eeo 
that retaliation had been the cause of the Indian's ferocity; 
that blood for blood was Am creed, and if the white man 
adopted it, he only confirmed the redskin in a more dead- 
ly hatred, by showing the liypocriey of his own preten- 
sions. To subdue the Indian it was necessary to excite 
either his love or his fear. The means of conciliation 
were many; to show respect for his rights, faith in his 
>i; attention to his comfort; it was but in one way 
the bravo fellow could bo intimidated, viz., by a, dex- 
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terons use of liia religious impreBsioDB. la the latter re- 
spect Penn was as sagaeious as, in the former, he was 
benevolent. On one occasion the chief of a tribe, who 
had come to form an alliance with the "Children of the 
Rising Sun," committed some theft, which being observed 
by another Indian, he reported it to the governor, and 
pointed oat how ample were his means of retaliation. 
Pennreplied, " I will take from him only what is mine own. 
When the redskin robs the white, he thinks the white 
Unan is his enemy; hia mind is in a cloud: tho white man 
Waimot rob the red, because Maneto has told him that all 
I men are hia brothers." Tho wondering listener was so 
impressed with this goodness that, determined Penn should 
be no loser by it, he pnrsaed tho culprit and himself on- 
forced restitution. Another tirao tho offence was more 
Laerious; a party from a tribe, not in Penn's alliance, had 
i fallen suddenly on a settlement up the Susquehanna, and 
linearly reduced it to ashes. One of the assailants having 
n seized, he was confined for the night in the Btrong- 
Kim, and at daybreak tho allies assembled to witness, as 
ixpected, his execution. When Penn took his seat, 
ho thus addressed the prisoner: "Red man, I have been 
all night inquiring of the Good Spirit how I should deal 
with you. Maneto said to ine, ' Take your choice 1 he has 
burned your huts and killed your sons and brothers; if ho 
dies, hia blood is but a few drops for a mighty stream; 
but if ho goes back to his tribe Maneto himself will send 
down the thunder and lightning, and raise the great 
waters to sweep off his villages.' Red man, go back to 
your tribe. Maneto's hand shall do justice to tlie white 
man !" The Indian departed, but lua alarmed people very 
soon came to offer reparatioa. Thus Miquon (tho good 

Kman), as Penu was called, enjoyed a reputation and tran- 
quiJlky which are tho best proofs that Indians are not 
wanting in either honor or gratitude. In honorable \aK.- 
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taposilion with Pt'im Bland Ihc patriot Green (tlio onJ^ 
■iiHtancc of a fightiiig Quaker upon record), and the phi- 
lanthropist Benezct (the American Howanl), a man whose 
life was ono long series of benefits to tho oommunity, 
wliilo his death earned an epitaph which a monarch might 
bo proud of, that, " He never made tlie world mourn till 
it lost him." Such instances only deepen OUT regret that 
the sect should, as a rule, suffer their prejudices to hinder 
tho fulfilment of their duties to society. What could he 
moro absurd than their refusing supplies, during the war, 
to the men who were defending their homes from spolia- 
tion! 

Certainly Philadelphia laid no claim to the character 
of tho Western Athene* until the shackles of Quakerism 
■were broken hy the Revolution, in the ferment of which 
event social prejudices evaporated, and an intelligent lib- 
erality was established. Thus the better part of Phila- 
delphian society presented one of the most agreeable ad- 
mixtures I had ever met with, having all the ease and 
animation one could desire, with a sufficient tinge of 
thought fulness to give decorum and dignity. A vein of 
inquiry pervaded conversation, which was enlivened by a 
perpetual flow of anecdote. The native was as eager to 
lest the excellence of its institutions by a comparison with 
those of Europe as the stranger was to explore the re- 
sources and realize the gi-andeur of the New World; and 
so general was the spirit of concession and of bonhomie 
that one never met wiili an arrogant assumption, or the 
obtrusion of an offensive prejudice; a wider and higher 
philanthropy than that which induces love of country 
seeming to prompt every one to wish for the general good. 
Thia might bo attributed to tho growing taste for litera- 
ture, establishing on the ruins of bigotry and ignorance 
republic of letters whoso influence constantly tends 
ijiart to political institutions its own catholicity. 
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I floon noticed that one of tlie external cliaracteristica 
o£ the Fhiladelphian was a eliort-stepping fiilgetinesa in 
the fitrcets, which, since his broad pavements, in direct 
lines, offered every indiioement toafirm, easy pace, eeemed 
rather mysterioua. The cause was peculiar. It was a cus- 
tom liere to wash tlio steps and pavement every sum- 
mer evening, not so much to cleanse as to cool tliem {for 
they rivalled the bottoms of bakers' ovens); to perform 
which, the maidens stood in a lino along the passages, 
banding buckets from ii reservoir, while the moat athletic 
undertook the task of discharging the mimic Niagara over 
her subjacent domain. Now had it been the fate of the 
President himself to have passed at this moment, he would, 
to a certainty, have cheated the thirsty stones of their 
due; and had he made any complaint, doubtless the fair 
Sahrina would have told him that she considered her of- 
lice to be, like his government, no respecter of persons, 
and, as a true patriot, she regarded his health but as dust 
in the balance, when weighed against that of the city. 
Thas the inhabitants, accustomed to this visitation, con- 
tracted a habit of perpetual suspicion; as they passed 
along their eyes glanced around, vigilantly as an Indian's 
in a thicket, and their limbs exhibited an elasticity as if 
prepared on the shortest notice to " jump the bucket." In 
this respect all the citizens were Quakers, though none 
wished to become wet ones. Never — imtil after one or 
two damping hints as to its necessity, I had adopted this 
fatiguing precaution — did I understand the meaning of 
the term Jlaff-stones. The Philadelphian was said to be 
recognizable in Now York and Boston by his air of ap- 
prehension, and thus exposed himself to the sarcasms of 
his companions; while the residents of those cities, accus- 
tomed to tread their own rugged pavements with a happy 
fearlessness, carried their system with them when visiting 
Philadelphia, and received the balance at the hands of the 
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^B housemaids. I remember, in particular, one victim to tUa 
^M evil, n FreDclimai), nho, having landed from Parle witli a 
^m full cargo of independence, vainly endeavored to defy the 
^m custom. Arrayed in his newest flowcrcd-silk ^'aistcoat 
^M and t<atin brccclico, he vas eauntering along, enaff-box in 
^H one hand, and swinging-cane in the other, to pay a visit, 
^M when, at the corner of a street, he received a heavy showcr- 
^M bath. Shocked, saturated, and ensavagcd, he sacrid, 
^T kicked higher tlian Vestris, and shook his dripping wig 
like a Fury; but neither jiity nor apology could lie obtain 
from the offender. Deeming it an attack on the liberty 
of the subject, ho brought an action against the master of 
the house to recover tho valne of his clothes, but, tlio 
court deciding against him, he only lost another auit by 
this experiment. He then appealed to the newspapers, 
and demanded if America could be called the land of 
freedom while servants were permitted to bespatter their 
Buperiors with impunity; which was answered by the jW^ 
lowing Jen trcfprlt : 



"LIBERTY AND EQUALITY. 
"Jolin Toinkitis, Etnniling at his dour, 
Spit on Jem Dykes, who pnssed before. 
'Sir,' exclaimed Jom, iu furious fit, 
'When I puss lij how dare you spit?' 
'Sir,' replied Jolm, with cquul brnss, 
'When I wonld spit, how dare j-oii puss?'' 
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It was amusing to notice the different impreasionftfl 
city made upon visitors, showing how much habit has to 
with taste. " IIow do you like Boston 1" said an Ameri- 
can to an Englishman, who had just amved. " Extreme- 
ly; it resembles London. The streets arc not very wide, 
very straight, or very clean, but I always prefer a careless 
irregularity. If there are any good views or fine buUd- 
gs you are sure to enjoy them more because yon come 
on them suddenly." " How do you like Boston ?" said 
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a rcMilf^nt to a Philadeljibian. " Its society very much, 
but really you should do somotliing to improve your 
Ihorouglifarea. Yoar streets are so crooked and dirty my 
mind ia perpetually on the rack to find my way and keep 
my boots clean." The Londoner and the Bostonian walk- 
ing through. PhiJadelphia alike exclaim, " The town is 

;ery clean, very well paved, and very open ; no disorder, 
en after midnight ; bnt what sameness, how fatiguing 
the eye 1 no variety ! no flurprises I Go up one street, 
and you have seen the city !" 

I made my debut at Philadelphia in two of my London 
characters, at the handsome theatre built on the model of 
Covont Garden, to contain about £280; and the principal 
scenery of which had been painted from designs by Loutli- 
erbourg, and imported with the wardrobe. I was not moro 
.eased with my success than at the enjoyment opened to 
]lHfl in private circles by the introductions of my London 
Iriends, facilitated by some club acqiiaintaucea who, lack- 

ly happening to be over here on business, did not fail to 
make known the glories of my convivial career. Among 
others I encountered my old Bath patron, the stage origi- 
nal, Sir John Oldmixon ; but so mournfully changed that, 
had he not introduced himself, I never should have rec- 
ognized him, I had left him the most elegant person in 
the most elegant city of England, the centre of its admi- 
ration, revelling in enjoyment. I found him in a distant 
country, skulking about the streets in a threadbare suit, 
fais hat venerable, hia hair unpowdered; he had lost hia 
elasticity and erectnoaa, hia teeth were broken, hia face 
wrinkled; ten years had made him an old man as well as 
a poor one. I lived to sec him sunk slill lower, driving a 
little cart into the streets of Philadelphia laden with vege- 
tables, which ho sold at the doors of his acquaintance, for 
his subsistonce. " Sic transit." 

I made some return for the kindnesses I everywhere re- 
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^fr oeivod, for I became a public benefactor, as tlie trans- 

^B planter of an elegant recreation and tbe reviver of a taBte 

^f for the fine arts. Noticing in a shop-window the matoriala 

for quadrille, on inquiring llie jirice I discovered that the 

owner was ignorant of their use; tbe fieb he sold by tbe 

dozen to accommodate loo players, and the boxes in pairs 

fto any who would have tbem. Mentioning this to my 
friends, I found that there was not snch a thing as a quad- 
rille player in the cityl Pitying from the depth of my 
Boul this Cimmerian darkness, and giving way for the first 
time to the belief that these peojile were but savages in 
European clothes, I lost a night's rest in endeavoring to form 
Honie plan for their enlightenment. At a party next even- 
ing 1 disclosed my wishes, and was fortunate enough to 
find three indiviiluals who were witling to be rescued from 
^L their ignorance, and devote the next month to my instrac- 
^M tions. Blest with proper tastes, they soon attained pro- 
^B ficicncy, and before tbe winter was over my academy bad 
^^ BO enlarged that I beheld, among the other lights of 
^B the closing century, quadrille radiating throughout the 
^m " Western Athene." 

^P My next achievement was yet more important. Having 

^K taken a fancy to an arm-chair at an auctioneer's I walked 

^r into his store to bid for it, when I was struck with an old 

portrait lumbered among others in a corner, which seemed 

to me a familiar face that only wanted washing. I always 

bad n fondness for paintings, and having paid pretty dear- 

tly for the indulgence, considered I had a right to set np 
for a taste. I accordingly extracted the picture, dusted 
it, placed it in a proper light, and fell into a reverie. 
Tbe broker, delighted to see bis most unsalable article 
make an impression, exclaimed, " Will 'ee buy that piotur', 
sir? I'll sell it cheap. Cover a good bit of^wall; it's 
tJosepbus, sir." "Who?" said I. "Joscphns, the old 
' wish ginral, or lawyer, or priest, or — summnt in the 
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vay of our Mr, Jeffurson. Here's liis history in folio; 
yoa shall have the lot for ten dollars," Forgetting tho 
object of my visit, I ordered tbem home, and OU cleaning 
the picture found it to be a capital likeness of Quin in 
Falstaff 1 BO good a painting that it was worth a hundred 
dollars in America. On disclosing this intelligence, a gen- 
eral rush was made by my acquaintances to the broker, 
who got more for the rest of his old canvas than if it had 
been real gobelin tapestry. 
^^^ I believe it has been denied that that ancient disorder, 
^Hmc disease of writing {eoc. scrib. — " Mat. Med."), is infec- 
^^■oub; though many philosophera have classed it with 
^^Hkwning, bad habits, and the yellow fever; yet on no 
^^■ber ground can I accoant for mt/ becoming a victim. I 
^^bd bad one or two attacks in England, which liad passed 
off harmlessly enough, and left not the slightest evidence 
by which the world could have detected it. But I had 
come to a city where it might truly be styled tlio epi- 
"fteraic. Every one was seized with it, and the literary 
jhysicians, who tried to check the inflammation with cold 
Jtater or wet blankets, were so inefficient that, on the 
smallest computation, a hundred subjects a day must have 
yielded to the attack. But my danger was enhauced by 
my associating with the most infected person in the city, 
Robert Merry, whose fits were more long and violent than 
ever. The amount of ink he spilled over paper is incredible; 
one would have thought he supplied ammunition to all the 
magazines in Europe. Considering all these circumstan- 
ces, it can be no wonder that I woke one morning with a 
confirmed cac. scrib. The first symptom I displayed was 
commencing a novel, after the manner of Smollet (my 
reader may siirmiao how far off), when, having brought 
my hero through the sorrows of childhood, and saved him 
from imminent peril by sea, I pat him in the fire; a mode 
by which many scribes Lave, like the Israelites of old, 
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^H consecrated their oSHpring to Molocti. My next attempt 

^H irns a liiatory of the stage, but ray troubles eamo on 'willi 

^B King Charles's. I eaw all my heroes fighting his battles 

^M instead uf Shakespeare's, GO stern Oliver Cromwell finislied 

^B UB together. After these paroxysms my efforts degcner- 

^B ated into mere drivel. I essayed plays and farces out of 

^B number, but my first acts were my last, and loy drawers 

^H became filled with skeletons Iliat I never had temper or 

^P talent to put flesh upon. One day I was in tine spirits, 

but the sky was cloudy and looked favorable for 6shiDg, 

my prevailing weakness; and ibc next, the sky was &nc but 

I was cloudy. One moment I was hypercritical, so that 

the flame was put out by repeated trimmings of the lamp, 

and when I had a tide of thought running with real Mia- 

eissippi rapidity, Wignell was sure to send an infernal some- 

Ibody with a piece just received from London, which 1 was 
to look uvei- and say what I would do in it. Thus timo 
was lost, till at last I began to impose on myself with the 
mook modesty that every field was already sufficiently 
cultivated. I'll make no comments on the loss thns in- 
flicted on literature; suffice it that my labors were limitod 
to a confederacy in a play and a magaKino. Of the former, 
, my old pupil and stagemate, Mrs. Merry,* drew out the 
plot, I wrote the lighter parts, and Merry the love-scencfi. 

I It was founded on an anecdote In the life of the benev- 
olent Fenelon. Wignell was bo pleased on perusing it, 
and expected so much from its production, that he took 
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Mrs. Mkeiht, knunn in England hb Mlse Bruntcin, was born in ITOB, taxi 
first acteiX at Bath, in 178G. In 17S3 she left tlio sUgo and married Ur. 
Bobert Merry. When hia means failed, they accepted a templing offer 
from America, and Mrs. Merry nitde her first appeininee in tlie TTalted 
States OS Juliet, at PLiladelpliio, in 17t>0. Mr. Morrj died in 1798, knd 
in 1803 his nidow married Mr, Wignell, who lived bnt seren weeks aftor 
wedding. In 1808 alie married llr, Warren, and elie died at Alexan- 
"lia, in 1S08. 
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Fennell* out of jail to play the principal character, bat 
this gentleman's Bystera of living being of a nature which 
threatened him hourly with a fresh arrest, Merry remarket^, 
"It's Fenncll-on to-night; it will bo Fennell-off i 
morning ;" and, much to our chagrin, hia pan was a proph- 
ecy. Dismissing, therefore, our darling p!ay, which, 
babe-like, had just opened its eyes, smiled on the world, 
and died, it may be more amusing to say something of 
the slaughterer, the said tragedian — a very Ilorod with 
dramatic bantlings, 

Fennell was one of the most extraordinary specimens of ~~) 
a. class it had been my fate so frequently to meet, and my I 
hamblc endeavor to immortalize — the eccentric. Eccen- 
tricity is a sort of orderly disorder; or, if that sound too 
Irish, a peculiar arrangement by which the greatest con- 
tradictions arc placed in jtixtaposiiion, as thongh kitchen 
ntensils were ranged round a drawing-room, Most daa- J 
zling schemes for acquiring wealth and fame were, in Fen- 
nell's case, the drawing-room furniture ; while the kitchen 
implements were those dramatic talents by which he cut 
his loaf and cooked hia dinner. He was a projector of the 
most genuine "Sonth-Sea Bubble" species. None of the 
sages of the flying island, of whom Gulliver makes soch 
honorable mention, could best him in the imaginative 
faculty which fills a vacuum in a man's head to create an- 

• JjHEB FESNKtL, oiiE ot the oBrlicst of Americnn Irngcdinna, win born 
in England, Decembor It, 1766, not long after hia fntljct'a return frotn 
New York. Fanncll first appeared on tlie Blagc in 1787, in EdinLurgh, 
where lie quarrelled. He then acted in London, at Covcnl Garden. In IIM 
ho camo W Atneritn, and acted fliTtt at Pliilaiielpliia. Ho appeared at the 
Park Theatre in New York in 1800, anil again in IBOS. He Eanb into de- 
caj before he node his last appearance id 18H. Ua died in June, 1816, 
at Fhibdclphia. Uc was aUrnja erratic and rci-k1ca!>, and these diaqunli- 
kept him from attaining the high position to nhlch hia fine liia- 
lio ability entitled him. Hia rambling and rhspsodio " Apologj_for J^e u 

ifcofJyniM Fennell " tras published at Philadelphia in \^V(. 
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I olhcr in his pocket. Hy a strange pcrvBrsity, all theae 
I mpiil syntums of gelling rit-LoB moolly deposit ibe project- 
I or ill jail, and Feimell was no exception to this rule. But, 
like a tree, Ills vigor was only increased by clipping. No 
mail could abound more in faith and resignation, or bc- 
liovo more fully in the rcHOurcos of the earth and of his 
1 brain ; ha n-aa a modern Bnckingham, a moral cba- 
jDcleon, perpetually ebanging — tbougb his clothes n-cre far 
from sharing this mutability. That arrant jade, Fancy, 
was ever luring him into debt and disgrace, while liis 
Bober spouse, Judgment, would load him back to the 
Btage and a subsistence. 13ut, it may be asked, how, with- 
out money, did he contrive tu put his poetry into practice? 
tieiille reader, he had a tongue as oily and as silver-toned 
,ss Cicero's or Itomeo's, iSheridan's or John Palmer's ; and, 
B there are herds of "believers" in all countries, more 
willing to siicculate for money ibau to work for it, lie be- 
came of some use to the community in bringing suob to 
r senses, and displaying, in the strongest colors, ihe 
loveliness of vulgar industry. He could be an effectual 
pump to the deepest mine, and merited Johnson's eulogy 
as much as Shakespeare, for be, too, "exhausted worlds 
[of capital] and then imagined new." 

His career had not been deficient in variety. Educated 
at Oxford, and designed for the Church, ho decided on the 
stage, rode up to town, accosted Mr. Harris in the street, 
obtained a debut in Otliello, was successful, and secured a 
three years' engagement. But as anything approaching 
to a fixed state of comfort and respectability would be to 
an eccentric as water to flame, he visited Ddtobnrgh, in- 
curred debts, was thrown into prison, and set at naught 
his obligations to the London manager. The French 
Revolution was then breaking out, and every man of 
, ardent temperament was burning to assist in the great 
Urork of sweepingaway old abuses. Accordingly Fcnncll 
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posted to Paris, ancl opened a ecbool of tlcelamatioD, in 
which priDciplcB and phrases were equally to be discussed. 
But this vas a field where, however plenteouB the harvest, 
the reapers were too niiraeroua. A rival demagogue de- 
nounced him as a spy of William Pitt, and he was obliged 
to imitate his favorite Cicero in the most unpleasing par- 
ticular, to decamp at night, and abandon Paris to but one 
Mirabeau. Returning to London, he commenced his liter- 
ary career. Finding that Mr. Harris would not renew Ms 
engagement, he set iij) a weekly Heoiew, in which, among 
other evils of the age, he exposed the moral machinery of 
Mr. Harris's government, with whom it seems the Sa- 
lic law was not iu force. Having considerable talent in 
clothing truth with the liodgehog garb of satire, the pub- 
lic became interested in the discovery, and the manager 
■was glad to conciliate him with a handsome outfit for 
America. The Western world opened to him a wider 
range, and its youthful freshnesa tempted him like the 
charms of a first wife. The voyage was a long fit of ru- 
mination, but, once landed, his Jack-o'-lantern flittings be- 
gan. His first project was an academy, in which the boys 
were to study poetry in bowers, philosophy in groves, and 
mathematics in Kgyptian tombs. Unluckily, the urchins 
preferred the scenery to the performance ; and Fennell was 
driven to employ his energies for the good of their elders, 
in devising a system and implements for draining rivers 
and raising com in the place of foresla. When the re- 
sult proved that he had only raised expectations and 
drained his associates, he was ready with an institution that 
was to become national, a classical Yauxhall, to elevate the 
tastes of the lower orders. He styled it hia Elysian Fields, 
made the inflexible Minos and Rliadamanthus his money- 
lakers; Ceres, queen of his refectory; the Graces hifl 
waiters; the Nino his musicians, with Apollo for their 
leader; and the heroes of the " Iliad " and " Odyssey,' 
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^M towering eliapes of pasteboard, dispensers of a lastren 

^B known to Homer, from varifgaled limjiB, Unfortunately, 

^f not liaving conciliated tho favor of Jupiter Pluvins, a 

woek'it dclugfi turnG<l this lilossed ejiot into a Tartams; a 

legion of legal Fnriea rushed in, and Fennell was pitched 

into his own Styx (an odorous ditch at the back of his 

t bowers) without its even rendering him invulnerable, at 
least, about the shoulder. 
Fennell's favorite speculation was salt-works, as he be- 
lieved ho had discovered a process by which any man 
posecsaing twenty yards of sea-beach might stop the 
working of the Pulish mines, and he tried the experiment 
with all the imposing apparatus of vats, pans, and factory, 
wherever he eonld make converts. But the result was in- 
variably the same, and the traveller vbo was curions 
enough to pay his works a visit was pretty sure to find 
him silting on an inverted tub, surveying the general 
^ wreck, like Marius at Carthage. Thus it was a common 
joko in the States, when any one remarked that Fennell 
was trying another salt scheme, "Yes, yes; he will al- 
ways be in pickle." 

When I state that my second literary enterprise was a 
magazine, in which I employed Fennell to write the prin- 
cipal articles, it will bo readily surmised that the Thespian 
Mirror made but very few reflections. Thus was a man, 
with talents snfficiently great and varions to have enabled 
him to shine in any profession, doomed by his evil genius 
^L — an erratic fancy — to exhibit only the fitful, occasional 
^1 gleam of the glowworm. Fennel!, however, had a gravity 
^B of manner partaking so truly of the humor of Cervantes, 
^B that it seldom failed to extricate him from his troubles, 
^^ as was seen in his sermon on patience, addressed to hia 
^M creditors. The following affoi-ds an instance of his aelf- 
^k """isession. lie was playing Macbeth in a summer com- 
^H where a native property-man had been engaged, 
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■who becani»! so enamoured of the Btage that, forgetting his 
own duties, he posted himself nightly at the wings to en- 
joy the ])erformance. Fennell, striding off the stage with 
due effect to murder Duncan, called for the rose-pink to 
give hia hands and dagger the necessary token. The de- 
mand aroused Obadiah to exclaim inquiringly, " Mister J" 
"Where's tho blood, sir?" "Blood, sir? tarnal natur, I 
ha'ii't made nonel" " No blood, sii-1 no blood! when the 
plot of the play, my very return to the stage, where the 
audience are expecting me, depends on icl" " Sure alive, 
eir, I'm mortal sorry, bnt — I — " here the fellow paused, 
speechless and motionless, gazing in Fennell's face and 
Fennell in hia. Now I'll venture to say that nine actors 
out of ten would have felt tempted to knock this man 
down as dead as Duncan, or have sworn loud enough to 
have roused any king in Christendom; bnt Fennell bad 
worked himself up to too sublime a sympathy with 
Shakespeare to descend to a ridiculous altercation. His 
genius pointed out the only mode by which the respect 
due to Macbeth and to the audience could be maintained. 
Donbliiig his muscular arm, he planted, with the speed of 
lightning, a well-directed blow on the nose of the offender. 
In an instant out gushed a liberal stream of crimson. 
Fenneli, without departing one iota from the dignity of 
his assumption, caught it in his hands, smeared with it 
hia daggers, then, bending on the stnpefied delinquent, 
who had staggered against the wall, a look of satisfied 
vengeance, strode back to the stage to exclaim, with 
more than usual emphasis, " I have done the deedt" 

The man whose name a stranger oftenest heard in Phil- 
adelphia, and always with interest, was Dr. Franklin, the 
good genius of tho city and the state, the first philoso- 
pher, and, with few exceptions, the most serviceable friend 
America has had. I was now in tho daily habit of meet- 
ing persons who had been on terms of intimacy with the 
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Doctor, attd who related to mo traits of him which I do 
not think have bccu publinhi'd in his "Life," and which 
may ihcnTorc cluiii)a|>]ace here, Ili«greal imnciplewaa 
that nothing is good or beautiful but id the measure that 
it is useful; yet that all things have a utility under psr- 
ticular cireumBtances. Thus poetry, painting, and mu^c 
(and the Htngo as their embodiment) are all the necessary 
and proper gratifientions of a refined state of society, bnt 
,- object! on ablu at an earlier period, since their cultivation 
would make a taste for enjoyment precede its means. All 
things have their season, ho would say, and with young 
countries, as with young men, you raust curb their fancy 
to strengthen their judgment. I^bor must be their first 
lot in order to make independence their second. To 
America, one Hchoolmaster ia worth a dozen poets, and 
the invention of a machine or the improvement of an im- 
plement of more importance than a masterpiece of Ra- 
phael. It is by this rule that Franklin's own merits must 
be judged, and when we consider the fitness of his talents 
and the measure of his service, who will deny that Amer- 
ica conld have better spared a dozen Lockes or Shakes- 
peareH ? lie, inderd, deserves, as much as any man, the 
title of tlio Father of American Liberty, Many of the 
early immigrants to Philadelphia had been people of con- 
siderable property, who carried over many domestic re- 
finements which raised a restless desire for imitation in 
the needier inhabitants. Thus envy and discontent on 
one side, and arrogance and laxity of principle on the 
other, bad, in a short period, rendered this state one of 
the most factious, dissolute, and indolent in the group, 
when Franklin, in order to show the people that the true 
source of happiness was an honest independence, began 
Poor Richard's Almanack," a work which produced 
nnparalleled effect by the force both of its reasoning 
of its humor. His labors may thus be considered one 
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of the primary causes of the revolution, since, by elevat- 
ing tbe Southern States to a. moral equality with New 
England, he enabled the tide of liberty to run upon a 
level when its flood-gates were pulled up. 

In an introduction to his "AlmaDack," published in 1T3S, 
ho tells the story of his stopping his horse at a oountiy 
auction, where there was, as nsnal, a crowd of idle farmers 
collected to pnrchase superfluities. The sale not having 
"begun, they amused themselves with complaints of tbe 
badness of the times, and appealed to a venerable old man 
who was present whether their heavy taxes would not 
rnin the conntry, and ought not government to remit 
n ? " It's true," ho replied, " that we are taxed heav- 
ily on everything wo wear and work with, and on much 
fjtliat we eat and drink; but there are heavier taxes than 
these, and whieh government cannot tako off. We are 
taxed twice as much by our idleness, three times as much 
by our pride, and four times as much by our folly, or we 
should be all at our work in the fields instead of loitering 
here to buy finery that we cau't afford." Surely such doc- 
trine was as applicable in Karope as in America, 
t, One of the Doctor's greatest abliorrences was waste, 
pot only of time, but also of labor and ingenuity, in the 
construction of petty refinements which he called " gim- 
cracks." To impress the folly of this he drew np a curious ■ 
satalogue of such wasters. One had devoted a whole life , 
to the copying of the " Iliad " on a piece of vellum which 
would go into a nutshell ; anotlier (Jerome Faba) present- 
ed to Francis I. a coach made from a grain of wheat, yet 
containing a lady and gentleinan; a third was patronized 
by Queen Elizabeth for writing tbe Liturgy within the 
compass of her thumb-nail; while a fourth, mentioned by 
Madame Savigny, had constructed a chariot to bo drawn 
^^by fleas. When the dauphin asked tbe Prince of Cond^ 
^Birho had supplied the harness for this equipage, he an- 



[ aO EETROSPECTIONS OF AMERICA. 

BWcrGd, with much point, "No doubt some spider i 
neigliborliood." 

l!ut of all tbo evils tho Doctor combated, tbat about 
wUicU hti ft-lt most strongly was the elevation of fasbion 
into a sort of rcligioD. The folly and sin of a man wast- 
ing money and tima on mint-Ellng and cock-fighting be 
could at least understand; but how a woman, with ail her 
weakness, could submit to foreign tastes wbicli, in nine 
cases out of ten, impaired both her comfort and her beau- 
ty, was to Lim perfectly inexplicable. With what con- 
sternation, then, did he view the arrival of a certain ad- 
junct intended to give tbo outlines of tbc ladies a more 
pleasing rotundity. Its effect no sooner struck him than, 
fearful it might be a new species of tumor, he made in- 
quiries which resulted in discovering tbat about the year 
1783 a certain German duchess had visited Paris, whose 
Caffmrian distinction fully equalled the magnificence of 
her other displays. The fair Parisians were paralyzed. 
They were surpassed in a novelty they had never contem- 
plated. French pride was, however, a sufficient stimulus 
to French invention, and in a few days an auxiliary was 
devised which enabled the merest cockboat to sail abroad 
with the gallery of a three-decker, a projection on which 
she might have perched one of her livery servants. 
From Paris the contagion spread to London, and the last 
ship had brought over, it was supposed, at least six hun- 
dred " Dernier ressorts " to Philadelphia. The Doctor by 
some means obtained possession of one, and, finding it was 
composed of wool, be computed the number of pairs of 
stockings its material would have aSorded to the poor, 
'and stating publicly the amount, along with the origin of 
■the monstrosity, he put tbc question to the fair sex wbeth- 
f er they would not derive more gratification from contrib- 
♦ing to the comfort of the indigent, than from applying 
lafE to that part of their persons which required nei- 
• warmth nor ornament. 
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As a pliilanthropiBt, Franklin has bad few equals, for 
while lie wrote to prevent miac-ry, by ehecking error, be 
lived to afford a practical commentary on bia works. His 
chief pleasure was to cneoiiragG the adoption of bia prin- 
ciples, yet no man's ear was more open to any plaiut of 
misfortune, though his sympathy was of that highest kind 
wbich confers no individual benefit without i-ogarding tbo 
oolleetivo good. 

When riding out one day be passed a farmer sitting 
listlessly by the roadside, bis ebin on his band and bia 
elbow on his knee. Taking this to be a very reprehensi- 
ble fit of laziness, he drew rein to expostulate, but tbe first 
glance at the rustic's face excited his pitying interest. 
Inquiring into bia circumstances, he heard a sad history of 
failures in regard to land, implements, and live-stock. 
The details convinced tbe Doctor of the roan's industry, 
but Beemed to throw doubt on his knowledge. " Have 
yon read any of ray books, my friend ?" said he. " I am 
Dr. Franklin." At this name the man looked np eagerly, 
bat the next moment relapsed into bis former apathy, as 
if completely heartbroken. " Oh, yes, Doctor," he re- 
plied, "I've read your Almanacs — I've worked by 'cm, 
and slept upon 'em — I and my wife and all my boys. 
But I don't see the good of it; none of your sayings have 
oome true." "No?" exclaimed Franklin; "now which 
do you mean in particnlar 1"" " Why, don't you remem- 
ber. Doctor, where you say, 'A light hand makes a heavy 
pocket.' 'Ho who runs in youth may lie down in age.' 
'Industry must prosper,' and all that? Xow here have 
I been sinking deeper and deeper instead of getting on, 
work as I would," "Humph!" rejoined Franklin; "it 
strikes me, ray friend, that where I say 'Industry must 
prosper,' there is a note at the bottom to explain." "A 
note ? I don't recollect any notes," " Then it is very 
likely your copy Is an imperfect one; many of my first edi- 
.4* 
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^m tionB were; bo to-moiroir I'll send yoQ a proper one I h 
^1 lit tioiuc, ami, if you'll toko the trouble lo look over it you 
^P vill find ander thu lino 'ludustry must prosper,' a note 
wliich llirows further light on tJie subject." The Doctor 
then bade him good-d»y and rodo on. Tho next morning 
ft packet wns brought to tho farmer's door containing the 
Almanac aa promised, and after thumbing a few pages he 
found tho line. Sure enough, beneath it was an explana- 
tory «o(e— bting one for twenty dollars on the Philadel- 
phia Bunk. 

Again, what infinite delicacy was mingled with the be- 
novolencc of tho following : When in Paris, a nightly vih- 

kitor at a coterie of which Grimm, d'Holbauh, and d'Alcm- 
l>ert, etc., were the rating luminaries, Franklin, by hia 
playful simplicity, captivated a lady of great wealth and 
accomplishments, bo that they became, in the most English 
sense of llio phrase, the beat of friends. When be was 
about to leave the capital ahe called upon him, and, taking 

ibis hand, licr eyes filled with tears, she said, " My dear 
friend, you are going home, and I may never see you again. 
X shall never forget you so long as I have memory; but I 
wish to have some assurance that I shall not he forgotten. 
Here is my picture — it is a good likeness; if you will take 
it, you will aometimoB have me before you." Franklin 
looked an instant at the portrait, richly set with diamonds, 
and the deeper, better feelings of hia nature were Blirred. 
"Madame," he replied, "permit me to return this picture, 
and to propose to you another mode of being kept in my 
remembrance. Yon are very rich. Give me a draft on 
yonr banker for the value of these diamonds, and let me 
apply the money, when I roach America, to found a school 
I for the children of the poor. Such an institution is sure 
1 prosper; and then, as I glow old, when I go abroad, 
shall see your face in perhaps a hundred miniatures 
be smiles ol gratefnl children, growing up to be hon- 
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est men." The money 
founded. 

Franklin's humor had a peculiarly full Savor, it was as 
direct as his reasoning. One evening he was in company 
■where the conversation turned on the respective merits of 
the universitiea at New Haven anil Cambridge, each pre- 
ferring that at which he had been educated. A young 
prig of a barrister at last interrupted the discussion, by 
remarking, "For my part, I can't, with fairness, offer an 
opinion, for I was educated at both." " Tliat puts mo in 
mind," said the Doctor, eying the interlocutor signifi- 
cantly, "of a story, I once heard of a calf that was 
BUckled by two cows." "And what waa the result?" 
asked the prig. " That he was a vert/ great calf" was the 
reply. 

Ho took a very seneiblo view of female perfection. 
Walking with a friend in Paris, tliey were passed by a 
deffag&e beauty who was celebrated for the symmetry of 
her nether extremities, " There, Franklin," cried his com- 
panion, who was an enthusiast in this particular, "there's 
a foot! there's perfcctioni That foot is allowed to be a 
model for all Europe." " No, it's not," replied he. " No! 
Why not ?" " She has got a hole in her stocking." 



CHAPTER V. 
17S8. — Annftpolk. — Soeictj in MaryUtnl. — Mr. Carroll.— A Jifcn lure whb 
Ooncnl Wubingtoa ; EaUbluliiugtbcIadepeiKleDccoIaCbaiae: Wwb- 
logKm'a Appearance ; Wa Convcrutian ; Obscrvaliona on New and Old 
England, on SUren-, ilic Abbj [UtDal, tbo Prince o( Wales, and the 
Drama ; hit One Jcat. — Koiicsa of (lie Militar}' Heroes of tli« Rcvolutinii, 
— The Qualification* moat Needwl. — Cbflrles Loe, tlie.Seuond in Com- 
tnand; bia Cbaraclcr and Career-, Siippoeed lo be Junius; bis Taking 
'Tito Friends" lo thoTU;; Repl; to an Old Mud ; Value of a Sword; 
liU Dealb. — Green, the " FigbUag Quaker." — Colonel TarieUm's Juke. — 
Gatca, tbe Old Bngliab (ientleman ; bta Repartee. — Arnold, tbe " PoIIU- 
cal Judas;" bis Career and End; a Negro Surcaem ; b'n I'roniled 
Kunernl. — Lafayette Compared with WaebiDgton; his Rcpl^ to m 
Doyalist, — Baron Ton Steuben; his FoTcrt;; Neir Um for a Sabre.— 
"Old broel" Pulnatn; the Modem Cincinnatus, bis Wolf AdvcDtuiv; 
bin Daring in War; his Jokes. — Lord Stirling; bis Focmalitj; Say- 
ings to his Hon; a Priratv's Retort; Earl; Rising. — Ethan Allen, tlie 
"Rhode laland Oracle;" hifl Strange Character; his amplicity. — Kos- 
ciusko's Declaration. 

OuK season was so prosperoas that Wigneli delayed his 
visit to Baltimore till the Hunimer was far advanced, and, 
aa bis leave extended but to the middle of June, we opened 
the house only to close it, and adjourn to the capital of 
Maryland — which might well be termed the Bath of Amer- 
ica — Annapolis. 

In this little spot all the best of Pliiladelphian and Vir- 
ginian society was concentrated, and here, I am convinced, 
the most stubborn a nti -republican could not but have per- 
ceived the absurdity of the common notion that all must 
be on a level socially because they are so politically. 
America really contained a true nobility, men of talent, 
bity, and benevolence, who had been raised by the 
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public voice to a station -which the public feeling bowed 
down to — a station not bereditary, or due to one nian'a 
caprice or anotber'a intrigue, but nnassailably baaed on 
merit, and open to every one who chose to emulate the 
conduct of its possessor. From my Pbiladelphian friends 
I obtained introductions to several occupiers of this posi- 
tion — Mr. Iloward, the chancellor, Judge Kelly, Governor 
Stone, General Davidson, and last, not least, the excellent 
Mr, Carroll, one of the snbHcribers to the Declaration of 
Independence. Perhaps the latter, as much as any man, 
was an illustration of my remarks. From the refinement 
of his manners, a stranger would have surmised that be 
bad passed all bis days in the salons of Paris. lie bad 
all that suavity and softness, in combination with dignity, 
which bespeak the perfection of good taste. This attested 
the character of his society. Ease may ho natural to a 
man, but elegance — the union of propriety with ease — 
must he acquired; the art of respecting one's company as 
well as one's self necessarily implies that one's company is 
worth respecting. But Mr. Carroll possessed higher quali- 
ties than mere external polish. lie had a heart that col- 
ored all his Ibougbta and deeds with the truest hues of 
humanity. No man was fonder of doing a good action, 
and, certainly, none could do it with a better grace. 

A few weeks after my location at Annapolis I met with 
a most pleasing adventure, no less than an encounter with 
General Washington, under circumstances which most 
fully confirmed the impression I had formed of him. I 
had been to pay a visit to an acquaintance on the banks 
pf the Potomac, a few miles below Alexandria, and was 
returning on horseback, in the rear of an old-fashioned 
laise, the driver of which was strenuously urging his 
eed to an accelerated pace. The beast showed singular 
^indifference till a lash, directed with more skill than bu- 
J, took the skin from an old wound. The sudden 
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pong throw tbo poor animal on bis Iiind-lcgs, anil the 
wbpel swerving upon tlie bank, over went tbe oliaise, 
flinging out npon the road a young woman who had been 
ita occupant. The minute boforo I hail pprceiveil a horse- 
man npproac^hing at a gentle trot, who now broke into a 
gallop, and we reached the suene of the diaaeter together. 
The female was oor first care. She was ineensible, but 
had siiBtaine<l no inatcrial injury. My companion snp- 
portcd her, while I brought some water in the crown of 
my h.at, from a spring some way off. The driver of the 
chaise had landed on his leg:;, and, having ascertained that 
his sjfouse was not dead, seemed very well satisfied with 
the care sho was in, and set abont estricating his horse. 
A giish of tears announced the lady's return to sensibility, 
and then, as her eyes opened, her tongue gradually re- 
sumed its oflice, and assured us that she retained at least 
one faculty in perfection, as »he poured forth a volley of 
invectives on her mate. The horse was now on his legs, 
but the vehicle still prostrate, heavy in its frame, and 
laden with at least half a ton of luggage. My fellow- 
helper set rae an example of activity in relieving it of the 
external weight; and, when all was clear, we grasped the 
wheel between us and, to the peril of our spinal columns, 
righted the conveyance. The horse was then put in, and 
we lent a hand to help up the luggage. All this helping, 
hauling, and lifting occupied at least half an hour, under 
a meridian sun in the middle of July, which fairly boiled 
the perspiration out of our foreheads. Our unfortunate 
friend somewhat relieved the task with his narrative. He 
was a New-Englander who had emigrated to the South 
when young, there picked up a wife and some money, and 
was now on bis way home, having, he told us, been "made 
very comfortable" by the death of his father; and when 
11 was right, and wo bad assisted the lady to resume her 
iatj he begged us to proceed with him to Alexandria and 
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take a drop o£ "something sociable." Finding, however, 
that we were unsociable, he extended his hand (no distant 
lilteness of a seal's fin), gripped ours as he had done the 
heavy boxes, and, when we had sufficiontlyye/^ that he was 
grateful, drove on. My companion, after an exclamation 
at the heat, offered very courteously to dust my coat, a 
favor the return of which enabled me to take a deliberate 
survey of his person. lie was a tali, erect, well-made 
man, evidently advanced in years, but who appeared to 
have retained all the vigor and elasticity resulting from a 
life of temperance and exercise. His dress was a blue 
coat buttoned to his chin, and buckskin breeches. Though, 
the instant ho took off his hat, I could not avoid the recog- 
nition of familiar lineaments— -which, indeed, I was in the 
habit of seeing on every sign-post and over every fire- 
place — still I failed to identify him, and, to my surprise, 
I found that I was aa object of equal speculation in his 
eyes. A smile at length lighted them up, and he ex- 
claimed, "Mr. Bernard, I believe?" I bowed. "I had 
the pleasure of seeing you perform last winter in Phila- 
delphia." I bowed again, and he added, " I have heard of 
you since from several of my friends at Annapolis. Yoii 
are acquainted with Mr, Carroll ?" I replied that that gen- 
tleman's society had made amends for much that I had 
lost in quitting England. lie then learned the cause of 
my presence in the neighborhood, and remarked, "You 
must be fatigued. If you will ride up to my house, which 
is not a mile distant, you can prevent any ill-effects from 
this exertion, by a couple of hours' rest." I looked round 
for his dwelling, and he pointed to a building which, 
the day before, I had spent an hour in contemplating. 
"Mount Vernon!" I exclaimed; and then, drawing back, 
with a stare of wonder, " have I the honor of addressine 
general Washington ?" With a smile, whose esjireil 
f benevolence I have rarely seen equalled, he offerel 
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hand, and replied, " An odd sort of mtroduction, Mr. Ber- 
nard; If III I am iik'SKed to find you van piny eo active i 
part in private, and without a prompter," and tlicn pointed 
to our IioriH-!! (wliioli liad Htood like statues all this timC!, 
M though in sympathy with their fallen brother), and 
•liniggvJ Ilia ehouldcrs at the inn. I needed do further 
■timnlua to accept his friendly invitation. As we rode np 
to his houBo we entered frecty into conversation, first, in 
rc-fcrence to hia friends at Annapolis, then respecting my 
own Buccess in Amorioa and the impressions I had received 
of the country. 

Flattering as such inqairies were froni such a eonrco, I 
must coufcss ray own reflections on what bad just passed 
were more absorbing. Considering that nine ordinary 
country gentlemen out of ten, who had eeen a chaise upset 
near their estate, would have thought it savored neither of 
pride nor ill-nature to ride home and send their servants 
to its assistance, I could not but think that I had wit- 
nessed one of the strongest evidences of a great man's 
claim to his reputation — the prompt, impulsive working 
of a heart which having made the good of mankind — not 
conventional forma — its religion, was never ho happy oa in 
practically displaying it. On reaching the house (which, 
in its compact simplicity and commanding elevation, was 
no bod emblem of its owner's mind), wo found that Mrs. 
Washington was indisposed; but the general ordered re- 
freshments ill a parlor whose windows took a noble range 
of the Potomac, and, after a few minutes' absence, rejoined 
me. 

Though I have ventured to offer some remarks on his 
less-known contemporaries, I feel it would bo an imper- 
tinence to say a word on the public merits of a man whose 
^character has been burning as a beacon to Europe till its 
I 'ualitiea are as well known as the names and dates of liis 
I 'umphs. My retrospect of him is purely a social one, 
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and mach do I regrot, for the interest of these pages, that 
it ia confined to a single interview. The general impres- 
eion I received from liia appearance fully corresponded 
with the description of him by the Marquia de Chatelluz, 
■who visited America at the close of the war, " The great 
characteristic of Washington," says he, "is the perfeet 
union which seems to snbsist between his moral and physi- 
cal qualities; so that the selection of one would enable 
you to judge of all the rest. If you are presented with 
medals of Trajan or Ciesar, the features will lead you to 
inquire tlie proportions of their persons; but if you should 
discover in a heap of ruins the leg or arm of an antique 
Apollo, you would not be curious about the other parts, 
but content yourself with the assurance that they were all 
conformable to those of a god." Though fourteen years 
had elapsed siuce this was written, I could perceive that 
it was far from being the language of more cntliueiasm. 
Whether you surveyed bis face, open yet well defined, 
dignified but not arrogant, thoughtful but benign; bis 
frame, towering and muscular, but alort from its good 
proportion — every feature suggested a resemblance to tba 
spirit it encased, and showed simplicity in alliance with 
the sublime. The impression, therefore, was that of a 
most perfect whole; and though the effect of proportion 
is said to be to reduce the idea of magnitude, you could 
not but think you looked upon a wonder, and something 
sacred as well as wonderful — a man fashioned by the hand 
of Ileavon, with every requisite to achieve a great work. 
Thus a feeling of awe and veneration stole over you. 

In conversation his face bad not much variety of ex- 
pression: a look of thought fulness was given by the com- 
pression of the mouth and the indentation of the brow 
(suggesting an habitual conflict with and mastery over 
passion) which did not secra so much to disdain a sympa- 
thy with trivialities as to be incapable of denoting them. 
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^B Nor hiiil liU voice, so far as I could discover in onr quist i 
^B talk, tniicli change, or ricliness of intonation, but he always 
^K spoke with earnestness, and his eyes (glorious conductors 
^B of the light within) hnrned with a steady fire which no 
^B one could mistake for mere affability; they were one 
^f grand expression of the well-known line, " I am a man, 
and interested in all that concerns humanity." In our 
hour and a halfs conversation ho touched on every topic 
that I brought before him with an even current of good 
sense, if he embellished it with littlo wit or verbal ele- 
gance. He spoke like a man who had felt as much as he 
I had reflected, and reflected more than he had spoken; like 
^^L one who had looked upon society rather in the mass than 
^H in detail; and who regarded the happiness of America but 
^^f as the first link in a series of universal victories; for his 
full faith in the power of those results of civil liberty 
which he saw all around him led him to foresee that it 
would, ere long, prevail in other countries, and that the 

I social millenium of Europe would usher in the political. 
When I mentioned to him the difference I perceived 
between the inhabitants of Kew England and of the 
Southern States he remarked, "I esteem those people 
greatly; they are the stamina of the Union and its great- 
est benefactors. They are continually spreading them- 
selves too, to settle and enlighten less favored quarters. 
Dr. Franklin is a New-Englander," When I remarked 
that his observations were flattering to my country, he 
replied, with groat good-humor, "Yes, yes, Mr. Bernard, 
hut I consider your country the cradle of free principles, 
not their arm-chair. Liberty in England is a sort of idol ; 
people are bred up in the belief and love of it, but see 
little of its doings. They walk about freely, but then it 
is between high walls; and the error of its government 
in supposing that after a portion of their subjects 
libad crossed the sea to live npon a common, they Trould 
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^Lipertnit their friends at Lome to build up thoBc walls about 
^Htbem." A black coming in at tliia moment, with a jug 
^B of spring water, I could Dot repress a smile, wbicb the 
I general at once interpreted. "This may seem a contra- 
diction, ho continued, "but I think you must perceive 
that it is neither a crime nor an absurdity. When we 
profess, as our fundamental principle, that liberty is tho 
inalienable right of every miin, we do not include mad- 
men or idiots; liberty in their hands would become a 
Bcom-ge. Till the mind of the slave has been educated 
to pereeivowhat are the obligations of a state of freedom, 
and not confound a man's with a brute's, tho gift would 
insure its abuse. We might as well be asked to pull 
down our old warehouses before trade has increased to 
demand enlarged new ones. Both houses and slaves were 
bequeathed to us by Europeans, and lime alone can 
change them; an event, sir, which, you may believe me, 
no man desires more heartily than I do. Not only do I 
pray for it, on the score of human dignity, but I can 
clearly foresee that nothing but the rooting out of slavery 
can perpetuate the esistenco of our nnion, by consolidat- 
ing it in a common bond of principle." 

I now referred to the pleasant hours I had passed in 
Philadelphia, and my agreeable surprise at finding there 
BO many men of talent, at which his face lit up vividly. 
" I am glad to hear you, sir, who are an Englishman, say 
so, because you must now perceive how ungenerous are 
tho assertions people are always making on your side of 
the water. One gentleman, of high literary standing — 
I allude to the Abh6 Raynal— has demanded whether 
America has yet produced one great poet, statesman, or 
philosopher. The question shows anything but observa- 
tion, because it is easy to perceive the causes which hav 
combined to render the genius of this country scientt 
rather than imaginative. And, in this respect, A.m.«rf 
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has surely furnialied her quota. Frauklia, RiltenhoosBt 
and Uuah are no misan nameti, to whicli, without shame, I 
may append those of JdTerson and Adams as poiiticiaoB; 
while I am told that the works of Preeidcnt Edwards of 
Hhodo Island are a text-book in polemics in many Euro- 
pean colleges." 

Of the replies which I made to his imguirics respecting 
England, he listened to Doue nith bo much interest as to 
those which described the character of my royal patron, 
the Prince of Wales. " Ho holds out every promise," 
remarked the general," of a bnlliant career. Ho has been 
well educated by events, and I doubt not that, in his time, 
England will receive the bcoefit of her child's emancipa- 
tion. Slio is at present bent double, and has to walk with 
vrutohes ; but her offspring may teach her the secrot of 
regaining strength, erectncss, and independence." In 
reference to my own pursuits he repeated the sentiments 
bf Franklin : he feared the country was too poor to be a 
natron of the drama, and that only arts of a practical 
pature would for some time be esteemed. The stage he 
Uonsidered to be an indispensable resource for settled 
society and a chief refiner; not merely interesting as a 
comment on the history of social happiness by its exhibi- 
tion of manners, but an agent of good as a school for 
_ faoetry, in holding up to honor tho noblest principles. "I 
I lam too old and too far removed," ho added, " to seek for 
'or rcquiro this pleasure myself, but tho cause is not to 
droop on my account. There's my friend, Mr. Jefferson, 
has time and taste; he goes always to the play, and I'll 
introduce you to him," a promise which he kept, and 

I Which proved to mc the source of the greatest benefit 
and pleasure. 
As I was engaged to dine at home, I at length rose to 
^ke my leave, not without receiving from the general a 
^ery flattering request to call on him whenever I rode by. 
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had the pleasure of meeting him once after this in An- 
napolis, and I dined with him on a public occasion at 
Alexandria, my impressions each time improving into a 
higher degree of respect and admiration. 

I have never heard of but one jest of Washington's, 
which was related to me by his aide-de-camp, my good 
Mend, Colonel Humphreys. The general, rather priding 
limself on his riding, the colonel was induced, one day 
Vhen they were out hunting together, to offer him a bet 
that he would not follow him aver one particular hedge. 
The chaUenge was accepted, and Humphreys led the way 
and took the leap boldly, but, to his consternation, dis- 
covered that he had mistaken the spot, and was deposited, 
up to his horse's girths, in a quagmire. The general 
either knew the ground better, or had suspected some- 
ihing, for, following at an easy pace, he reined up at the 
hedge, and, looking over at his engulfed aide, exclairaod, 
"No, no, colonel, you are too deep for mo 1" 

Most of my acquaintances at Annapolis had been speo- 
tatora of the Revolution, and, as that event was one of 
our most frequent topics, I gleaned at their tables many 
anecdotes of its military agents, which were afterwards 
enlarged upon by my good friends Mr. Jefferson and 
Colonel Uumphreys. It may, therefore, be not unaccep- 
table if I offer my readers a few glimpses of the satellites 
who surrounded the great luminary, and who, remaining 
comparatively obscure, yet become interesting in the 
measure they now appear to have contributed to his 
radiance. 

If the "modem Fabius" possessed a mind so happily 
constituted that fortune could as little disarm it of cau- 
tion as adversity of enterprise, it was owing to that sound 
judgment which, conscious of the military inferiority of 
his countrymen, saw that hia only chance of success lay 
■In either leading his enemies into positions wher^ local 
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^V ciroumatauceH would conquer, or in reducing them in de- 
^H tail. Thus tbe docisive Itlow nt Trenton turned the tide 
^B when it had nearly engulfed every ho)ic; and the events 
of Saratoga nnd Yorktown proved the pillars of the Inde- 
pendence. Into only one openly conteBteil fight (Brandy- 
wine) did bo permit himself to bo drawn, and that was in 
I compliance with a general prejudiee, ita result confirming 
the soundness of his principle, liut, in addition to the 
Adoption of this policy, llio aucccss of the struggle de- 
pended on certain personal qualities in the leaders ratbcr 
thnn on professional ability. Military knowledge was, of 
course, a great desideratum, and, as the native ottieers 
jKiascsBod nothing of the kind, when Lee, Gates, Von 
Steuben, and Montgomery, four experienced disciplina- 
rians, proffered llieir swords, their value was properly 
estimated. But to posaoaa this knowledge was one thing ; 
to impart it another. The very spirit which had thrown 
the Americans together for the defence of their country 

i indisposed them to submit to the regulations which would 
make their union efficient. They had been so nurtured in 
the habit of thinking and doing as ihcy pleased that they 
were not prepared to yield obedience, even for a lime, 
except where tbeir own wills were consulted. Knowing 
nothing of the good of subordination, they saw only its 
exactions. Thus the troops of different colonies consid- 
ered themselves perfectly independent of eaoli other, and 
would only serve nnder their own officers ; and these dis- 
agreements were multiplied in every possible shape when 
the fever-heat of the first campaign had gone off, and left 
them to its privation anil fatigue. Their leadera were 

I absorbed in the prospective blessings of tbe struggle; 
they felt more acutely tbe immediate sacrifice. Thus ho 
proved himself the best commander who was most pro- 
Aoient in tbe art of reconciling their discordance, and 
|eeping up a spirit of good-wiih Unanimity of feeling 
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fed the flame of devotion, etcoled Ihcm to sulTering, and 
bowed them to discipline. Tliis fact places the pcreonal 
characters of the officers in a nuw and intereating light, 
"or the question as to qualification was not here, havo 
'ou the most courage? are yon the best soldier? but, 
te you the most temper? are you the better man? A 
knowledge of human nature look preccdenoo of tactics, 
and to be a great commander was to be no mean phi- 
losopher. Thus the mystery is explained how Washington 
contrived to keeji an army about him in all Lis great 

iMtraitB and reverses; how Leo succeeded in introducing 
macb organization ; and how Montgomery and Arnold 
re enabled to invade Canada. Nevertheless this popu- 

ijarity was but one step towards success, for only those 
officers who conformed to their loader's policy throughout 
the conflict were really instrumental to its grand result. 

and Gates, it appears, were Washington's favor- 
ites. They were men of a similarly cool, eonsiderative 
character, adherents of his " Fabian system," and by many 
credited with having shaped his most important plans. 
Lee and Arnold, on the contrary, were the favorites of 
the army, and advocates of an opposite principle. To 
them the delays and manceuvrings of Washington were 
as wearying as they were to the English, and they averred 
that the system would weaken the spirit of the pursued 
more fatally than the resources of the pursuers. The fact 
was they were both good generals of division, fiuc fellows 
-for the executive — a pair of fiery, headlong, pell-mell 
^hters, in the style of the old cavaliers, who thought a 
victory desirable on any terms. Arnold had more knowl- 

-«dgo of localities, and greater talent in collecting resources, 
and was thus enabled to accomplish his extraordinary 
march into Canada; but Lee was, in every sense, the bot- 

'Aer soldier and the cleverer man, and when captured by 
ilonel Ilarcourt, six officers of nearly c^ual rank were 
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offrml in cxclianpi Uir him, MontKomrry ("the i 

ilogizeJ in Parliainonl") well deserved bis rt'jmtatiun 
for braver)', Kkill.nnil goodncw, ibon^fh the attempt which . 
eoKt him hia life tieemf) to impugn tiin jtidgmt-nt. The 
ventT.iblo I'litnam, tlio NcMtor of thii band, bad Ic-sii mili- 
tary talent than ]ialriutic d<'votion ; and St^huylcr, Sullivan, 
Lincoln, and tho rest, if they ctiaal)o<l him in this respect, 
did not exeeed bim in activity. To uitl the oxortioiis of 
these «ingle-minde.i men Germany and Franco made, iu 
every M-nso, a iiolilo contribution — witncea tho Barons 
Von Steuben, Dc Glanbeck, and Von Kalb ; tho Marqnia 
Cliaatelluz, Count PuloMki, Lafayette, and KowMUska 

Amid thii group etands out Charles Lee, tho "second 
in conimani},*' and ibu first in ability and inHurnvo. Lee 
Van a strange compound of good and evil. By nature 
high-spirited, generous, and jovial, he resembled, in many 
points, the free and hearty thinkers, livei's, and figbtcrs 
of the Middlti Ages, but, unliko them, was free from the 
love of lucre, and owed all his impulse to an ambition 
which was patriotic, and, but for its excess, would have 
been honorable to himself and beneficial to others. But, 
in bis ardor for the general good, he overlooked the ne- 
cessity for individual example, llta temper, naturally 
inipotuouH, booamo soured by long submission to inferior 
minds, while his convivial habits vulgarized his tastes and 
relaxed his morals. His disappointments in Europe in- 
creased his yearnings for America, and there, when at 
length his hopes were frustrated, all the energy and dig- 
nity he had left fell with them. He had set his heart 
upon a cast, and loss was moral death. 

Tboae who accused Lee of joining tlio Provincial stand- 
ard only out of pique at his treatment at Whitehall knew 
nothing of his history. He had been a Republican even 
in childhood, when at school in Switzerland, contrasting 
'he condition of bor hardy mountaineers with that of tlie 
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oppressed peasantry of France ; and when in America^ 
serving under Abcrcrorabic, he wrote a pamphlet on the 
question of ceding Canada to France, which proved his 

tlBarly sympathy with the welfare of the oolonies. In 
Portngal he gained for his exertions the thanks of roy- 
blty, but the passing of the Stamp Act, two years after- 
Wards, drew from him a letter which excited general 
notice by its spirited denunciation of thu folly and op- 
pressiyenesB of that measure; while be also used every 
P-eff ort to increase the spirit of resistance to it in the 
Spouse of Commons. A soldier whose achievements were 
f this kind was nut likely to bosk in stinshino at White- 
hall, and he accordingly got leave to enter the Polish 
service, where he became aide-de-camp to the king, with 
the rank of raajor-general. Here lie still wielded las pen 
in behalf of freedom and the colonies; but, when driven 
home in 1773, by the consequences of a duel, he resolved 
to throw aside a weapon the lime for which seemed past, 

I wad to offer America his sword. Thus it appears that, 
pith the exception of Lafayette, not one of the patriots 
brnished such proofs of devotion to the cause as Lee. 
By bis writings ho had eacrificed his interests at borne. 
Rid, DOW the hour was come for action, he threw into the 
leale an income of nearly £1000 a year. His celebrity 
at this period, both as a soldier aod a politician, may be 
gathered from tho enthusiasm with which all classes 
hailed his advent. Adams, on introducing Paine to him, 
wrote, " The whole Whig world is blessing your expedi- 
tion to America, and no one more so than myself ;" and, 
indeed, from the hour that he planted his foot upon the 
strand, he became a moving firebrand, traversing tho 
States from north to south, to kindle and keep np resist- 
ance. It is even very probable that lie was the first sug- 
Kflter of the Declaration of Independence, in his letter to 
r. Rutledge, Chairman of the Board of War, in 1776, in 
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^^■irhioh Iio nrf!iM th« ncctiasitjr of tlio mPBiwrc, as the 
^^nitranii uf giving tiliiMllty to Ibo govorum«nt, aut) obuin- 
^^KiB)t that AMiiitaiice from France and Holland which would 
^^Mnalilo the army to continue in tbc fi«Id. ( 'nngress eagerly 
^Hiwciired his HTvicvs, and he wa« appointed to the chief 
^^P«oniniand in titv Soiilh ; but hi* Hucoegsusi up tu tlio period 
1^^ of Bin capture by Colonel llarconrt raised a party af^ainst 
him, who averred that, noveting hiM own distinction rattier 
than thi* public good, be now aimed at supplatiling Wasli- 
ington, by endeavoring to throw doubt on h'm military 
judgnit-nt. The only t^ircumataneo which lent a color to 
this Bueptcion was bin conduct at ihc battle of Monmouth, 
whero, being in command, with an o))iKirtuRity to carry 
out hia favorite plan of attack, Washington, on coralug 
Up, found him retreating. An alten-alion ensued, in which 
Lee gave way to hia usnal violence, and was deposed on 
the spot, Ureon being appointed in his place. Lee then 
■cnt two furions letters to the commander-in-chief, who, 
to muntain subordination, brought him before a court- 
tnartinl, which suspended him for a twelvemonth. This 
ended his career. lie retired to a small propert)% which 
be had purchased, at the solicitation of bis friend Gates, 
in Pennsylvania, and there, in a wretched hovel, with 
scarce a window or a door, ho passed the remainder of 
hia days, amid a kennel of dogs, whom his philosophy led 
him to consider preferable companions to men. Of Lee's 
character, it appears to me, but one opinion can be formed. 
Whatever were hia private failings, hia patriotism was 
really unimpeachable. Ilia conduct at Monmouth was ex- 
plained by the fact that hia orders were discretionary, and 
that, finding the enemy bis superior, both in numbera and 
position, he looked on a retreat as inevitable, in order to 
■ave his men. It is obvious he fell into the error of under- 
rating the stamina of the Provincial troops, who, during 
the year and a half be had been a prisoner at Now Tork, 
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^nad greatly improved in discipliuo, aod been fired by o^^^^ 
or two BucceeseB. Whatever may be thought of the un- 
happy climax of his career, no American will deny that 
his zeal had been of the utmost Bervicc in encouraging all 
ranks to the struggle ; though it is equally evident he was 
much more fitted to commence an outbreak than to con- i 
duct one to a prosperous eoncluaion. Had it been the i 

destiny of Washington to fall, and Lee had succeeded 
him, his impetuosity would very likely have compromised i 
the cause. Ilis abilities, both as a soldier and a writer, ' 
are fully evidenced : the former by bis campaign in the 
Caroliuaa (where from his aucccsses against Cliuton ho 
was termed that general's "evil genius"), and the latter 
by bis literary and political publications, and hta corre- 
Bpondenco with Bui-ke, Franklin, Adams, etc. To his 
classical attainments he added a wide range of observa- 
tion, and Ilia writings afford a faithful picture of his mind. i 
With little grace, correctness, or connection, they are 
marked by an intensity of purpose, a power of sarcasm, ' 
and a boldness of deduction which were peculiar to the 
man. Perhaps the most important tribute to his literary 
power was the published assertion of Mr, Girdleatone, in 
1813, that in General Lee he had discovered that much- 
disputed, all -en grossing problem of bis own time— Junius. 
With the arguments of this pamphlet I am not acquainted, j 
but I should say they do not rest upon the intern.al evi- i 

dcncc of style. With equal ardor in the cause of freedom, 
and equal scorn of place-men and abuses, Lee wants the 
ease and polish, the logical and verbal force, the brevity 
and apothegm which have rendered Junius, despite of 
personalities, an English clasaic. 

A happy specimen of Leo's sarcasm is a letter to Ilumn 
upon bis " History of England," in which he thanks the au- 
thor for biinging him to a true knowledge of Charles L, 
whom, in hia boyhood, ho had conceived to be a tyrant. 
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Ilis cotntncnt upon Lord Nortli, too, is as liidicrons a& it 
i« titvvrf. "I do bclivvc," lie i-Ginarked, "such is his 
lordship's hatred of tbo oamo, that if ho knew there was 
a freeman shivuring on the nhores of Mova Zonibla, and he 
bad his will, he would put his country to tho espeuse of 
fitting ont au nrniy »nd a fleet to cstirpatc him." 

Most of the anecdotes that were told of Leo had refer- 
ence to his eccentric lovo of dogs, and some of them at- 
tested that hilt humor was as strong as his "animal pas- 
Uy reader will, porliapfi, scarcely credit the fol- 
lowing, hut it is a fact. After the peace he was a good 
deal pestered by uii actor who begged him to patronize an 
evening entertainment at a neighboring tavern. Lee for 
some time demurred, on tho ground of his secluded life 
and changed tastes, but as the applicant went on to lay 
great stress on his name and connections, ha observed, 
" Ob, then it's not merely me you wish to come, but my 
friends." " Certainly, general, your friends." " Well, 
sir, I have 1>ut five friends in tlio world, and those I con- 
sent to bring with mo on condition that you secure for us 
the six front chairs, so that wc may see and hear without 
interruption." This proviso was readily agreed to; Lee 
paid for the tickets, and away hopped the manager, rub- 
bing his hands at his unhoped-for success. When the 
I night came the room overflowed and there was a lond 
outcry for chairs, hut the six in front were sacred to "Gen- 
eral Lee and his friends." The candles were lit; the black 
fiddlers had executed an overture; the tirao of perform- 
ance had arrived, but not the general, so its commence- 
ment was delayed in deference to the six front chairs, 
At length, when expectation had reached fever-heat, an 
altercation witli the doorkeeper was heard, and a report 
arose that the general's friends were refused admittance. 
Every one rose in consternation, and the gentlemen called, 
bat for the manager. Down rushed the affrighted Thesr 
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pian in timo to hear Lcc deliver one of lliose vcrhal thun- 
derbolts which had been said to electrify their objects on 
training- days, " Stand bael;, sirl" aboutcd tbe director to 
his servant; ■" Jon't yon know General Leo has a party? 
Permit me, ■general,. to apologize." lie was advancing to 
do so, when the y'et^rio -strodo in, and, lol at bis heels his 
five favorite honnds,'each- carrying a ticket in its month. 
The petrified spectator had, ,0513' Ijreath for an exclama- 
tion, as Lee proceeded leisnrely'Ki his s^at and made each 
of the dogs mount a chair and comp^o iiimsclf in tbe 
manner that Ihey usually surrounded bis tafeli, ', My- read- 
er may surmise tlio effect upon the company, tiiS -pi^o- 
loDged peals of langhter that followed the first simii-ltji' 
neons shout, not a little enhanced by the well-sustained 
gravity of the general. At length the person patronized 
gave vent to his astonishment in the eselaraation, " Good 
heavens! general, this is very strange." "Strange, sirl" 
he echoed; " you asked me to bring ray fi-iends/ I told 
you that I had but five in the world; these are they. I 
go nowhere without tbem. I have paid for their tickets; 
you have secured our places; so go on with the perform- 
Thcso words were decisive; the bell rang; the 
ingera came forward; but tho instant they caught sight 
W five such extraordinary critics, each swinging out some 
inches of tongue in proof of his powers of discernment 
and taatc, they, too, found the spectacle irresistible. This 
set tbe audience off again, and tho new amusement quite 
superseded the announced one. At length the cachinna- 
tion reached its climax, for, either by strong sympathy 
or Lee's contrivance, the dogs burst suddenly into a loud 
and wild howl, which threw tho window-panes into an 
ague fit, and brought the landlord and his servants rusb- 
JDg up-sLairs. Lee now rose, and with infinite gravity 
■wing to the bewildered director, observed that bis 
lends having so loudly expressed their gratification at 
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tbo performance, mado it incumbent on Iiim to tender tli«r 
eoUectivo tlianks, tta be moat reRpectfiilly b^dc tbcm good- 
•veuing. IIu tht-ii bowed to iho audience and led bis 

friends" out. As may be supposed, ibis expedient 
quite answered itA pgrpoee, and Leo vas cever again troa- 
Ued for his patronage. -. ■ • 

To balance ibis one penobant'tt? iiad a host of antipa- 
thioa, tbo atroDgest of -tfl'lti:, poHiapa, was to that species 
of the fair sex wbo at" nr. hge when tbe Bonreat erab should 
lose a lltlI>;-oT[\j.8.ftcidity, forego tbcb resemblance to an- 
gels tp aj.'U^fl in the occupation of fleas — back-biting. 
A'jJlaBderbua old cat Boemed to him the true antipodes of 
'a noTilc iloff. A lady of tbia description of whom he bad 
heard much, but who was ignorant of bis feelings, met 
him during a morning's walk surrounded by his ustial 
companions, and lisped, " Good-morning, general. La! 
how strange; always with these animak about you; you 
must be very fond of dogs." " Yea, madam," be replied, 
fixing bia eyes most signiticantly on hers, " dogs, but not 
■ " the " other animal " was sufficiently understood. 

One of tbo strongest evidences that Leo was a disap- 
pointed man was that, much as he loved the inspiration of 
Bacchus, it seldom had a divine effect. When it failed to 
lull him to forgetful ncsa, it roused him to all kinds of 
splenetic extravagance; yet it was only on these occasions 
that his sayings kept pace in point of clevemesa with his 
deeds, as cider by particular nursing may be worked np 
into ebampagne. When the question was discussed one 
evening, after dinner, whether the King of France would 
not be willing to lend assistance to America if the recov- 
ery of Canada were held out as an inducement, Lee shook 
hia head. " What," exclaimed a native officer, "do you 
think America contains no baits for the French king ?" 

KOh," replied he, "I have no doubt if you asked him be 
ould saj we are all bStes." 
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Let me, however, append to all this a proof that, amid 
the smolce and soot, the fires of a noble nature would 
sometimes force their way. It is an anecdote I received 
from Colonel Humphreysj and which I take great ploaaure 
in repeating. 

Lee met one evening, in the streets of Philadelphia, an 
officer who had served with him in the Peninsula, and 
then, by a variety of misfortunes, been compelled to emi- 
grate. Finding be was in great distress, ho took him 
glome, and, unable himself to relieve him, nest day sent 
1 Bword to a wealthy merchant of the city with a 
Jnote to the effect that Charles Lee, who had drawn this 
Bword for the independence of America, was now without 
means to take an old friend out of trouble, and therefore 
offered it in pledge for the loan of a certain sum. The 
merchant replied by returning the weapon with a check 
for double the amount. Leo put the money into Lis 
friend's hands and observed, with a smile, " Do you re- 
member, Jack, when you used to write me letters abusing 
me for deserting the king ? Kow, I hope you'll admit 
that my sword has done some good in America." 
■^ The death of Lee had something in it very touching, 
^ftu illustrative of the unbroken spirit of the soldier. A 
V^end calling to see him at the inn where he was lying in 
Philadelphia, found him, attended by a faithful Italian, 
Bitting upright in bed, hands clinched on its frame, and 
his eyes glaring fiercely. At that moment he imagined 
liimself once more amid the ehock and shout of battle, and 
as the fire of life shot up its latest spark, he uttered his 
last words: "Stand fast, my brave grenadiers!" 

I The greatest opposite to Lee in every personal charac- 
teristic was Green, one of the most amiable, but also most 
resolute of men, considering his initiatory triumph in 
bursting sectarian bonds no less enthralling than those of 
^e mother country. Incongruous as it may seem, there 
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1, no douU, tnncli in hU odacntion as a Quaker wEi 
fiUctl liim for tlifi dutiDB bo ftfterwardtt uotlortook, by form- 
ing early bjibita of tumpcraucc, self-commantl, and endur- 
ance Green was very aptly compared by Dr. Franklin 
to " a pool of cU-ar water suddenly congealed," yet lus 
tnanuerM wero marked by a (]uii'l afTability so far removed 
[• from Qnakcrish constramt that friend and enemy found 
Vtbem ciinaHy engaging. If other testimony than the cs- 
r teem of Waahiogtoa were needed to show ibia man's social 
«xceIlD»ce> it might tie gathered from his inBtruetJv«> and 
conciliatory communications with his sect. €i( his merits 
ati a soldier his brilliant oumpnign in the South, which 
paved tile way for Cornwallia's surrender, after the defeat 
at Camden had made the Whig cause niraost hopeless, ia 
a sufficient attestation. Notable alike for coolness, ener- 
gy, and forethought, had Washington been called away, 
Green wan thu only man upon whom hia mantle could 
have fallen. 
lie was reported to have met an old friend of his fa- 

f tiler's, when riding out for a survey near Guildford, a 
few days previous to the engagement. The disciple of 
Fox knew him in an instant, and with clasped hands and 
horrified eyes stood to survey this stray sheep in the ob- 
noxious habilaments of his new calling. Green drew up 
and saluted him. "So Nathaniel," osclaimed the man in 
drab, with a heavy sigh, " it is thou! I have heard of 
thee with sorrow. Dost thou know thou art the first 
man among thy brethren who hath drawn the sword ?" 
" Yes, friend," replied he, with meek decision, " and, till 
onr liberties are seemed, I shall be the last man among 

imy brethren to sheathe it." 
On his conduct in battle, perhaps Lord Rawdon made 
the most amusing comment. The day after the affair at 
(Guildford his lordship was breakfasting with Colonel Tarle- 
ion, and, talking over the engagement, observed: "Well, 
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I don't know what this Green may bo in a cbapel, bat 
curee me if he's a Quaker in tbc field." " And if lie's not 
a Quaker," rejoined Tarleton, as he pointed to the list of 
killed and wounded, " curse me if he's a friend.'" 

Of Bueh a man Horatio Gates was no unworthy coad- 
jutor, though bis success at Saratoga raised expectations 
which bis after-fortunes failed to fulfil. It is a curious 
circumstance that be should have served with Lee in 
Portugal under Burgoyne, and, failing to obtain promo- 
tion, should have emigrated to America to become the 
capturer of bis old commander. General Gates was an 
instance of the good old high-principled, well-informed 
English officer, a class which has presented tho world 
with some of tho most favorable specimens of the national 
character. His manners were so attractive, bis mind bo 
well stored, that no man enjoyed a larger measure of per- 
sonal esteem, Loe, in his eccentric moments, used to say, 
" The army likes Washington because he's a patriot; me 
because I'm a soldier, and Gates because he's a gentle- 
man." llo was, moreover, a pleasant companion, with a 
bent for repartee. It was supposed that when be and Leo 
accepted command, they still held commissions in tbo Eng- 
lish seiTice, and consequently were liable to tbo penalty 
of traitors. A friend, hearing this, observed to bim, 
" Good heavens, Gates, is it the fact that if you are taken 
you are likely to be hanged ?" " I believe so," he replied; 
"but what of that? I have for a long while been sus- 
pended." 

It was America's boast that the war bad produced but 
one Arnold. Fortunately the world has not produced 
many. To the credit of humanity such villains are not 
natural to tho events which beget them, and their black- 

363 offends the more from the contrasting brightness 

round. Arnold was a sort of social wrecker, only thriv- 
; upon storms; a foul fungus which still flourished 
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^B wlicTo fruit and flower were cruahod. IIo bogan life as 
^M the keeper of a liijiior bIioji on the wharves of Xcw York; 
^r then fittc<1 out a HchooucT and smuggled slaves from the 
"West Iiidiea; afterwards, aa a general agent, brought 
BOmu scores of pcojile to ruin; and, on the brcaking-out 
of hOBtilitieB, took to patriotism, as the only trade left 
bim. But that the aervice of Liberty surrounds the mean- 
est head with a bale, and is supposed to purify tbo gross- 
est materials, it would bo a wonder how such a maUj with 
iall his talent, ever rose to command. It is obvious that 
while winning tho gratitude of his country ho was sup- 
porting a laborious hypocrisy, anxiously calculating which 
service would pay him best, till his career at Philadelphia 
brought him to a decision. There, in emulaticn of Gen- 
eral Howe, he kept open house, gambled, intrigued, and 
plunged into debt, when, finding he could obtain no more 
supjilies, he communicated with Sir Henry Clinton with a 
view of raisitig money on his political integrity. To the 
disgrace of that otherwise exemplary officer, and of the 
cause he was engaged in, Arnold's plan to betray West 
Point was entertained, and on its failure his old luck did 

(not desert him. Nicodemua conveyed him safely on 
board tho English sloop, while poor Andre was seized and 
condemned to swing alone upon a scarcely merited gib- 
bet. Yet how superior was Andre's fate, for he died amid 
the tears of oven hia enemies, and to this hour his mem- 
ory evokes sympathy; while the " political Judas," though 
he lived to possess a pension and to meet, when full of 
years, an easy death in England, could not escape tho 
retributive execration by which the uncompromising 
spirit of English honor adjusted the error of public expe- 
diency, lie lived au exile and an outcast of whom both 
_ countries were ashamed. 

By Sir Ilenry Clinton he appears to have been chiefly 
I ty>Io/ed aa a Pandour, and it is sickening to observe the 
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activity with whicli be justified the appoiiUmont. A 
mounted fiend could hardly iu less time have spread need- 
less flame and ruin. Yet, however dead he might be to 
compunction, the general contempt must have rendered 
Lis condition anything but enviable. Soon after he laud- 
ed on the coast of Virginia lie saw some Loi-aes in a field, 
and, intent on making an advantageous seizure, called to 
the negro in charge to inquire their respective merits. 
Oronoko proved very communicative, and amused Arnold 

,th the appellations by which he distinguished his favor- 
So, then," said the querist, " you call that gray 
lorae, because he carries his head so high. General Wash- 
ington; and the bay one, because ho has a quiet temper. 
General Green; now, what the devil do you call that 
black, shaggy fellow, that is looking over the hedge?" 

Why, juassa, I call him General Arnol', 'cause be so 
; he always run away." 

Tha reply is well known, yet is worthy of repetition, 
which an American made to Arnold on being asked by 
him what treatment be might expect from Congress, 
should be fall into its hands. "Your right leg, which 

as wounded at Quebec in the cause of freedom," said 

le patriot, " it would cut off and bury with military hon- 

i, but the rest of your body would be consigned to a 
libbet." 

What a singular contrast to such a character waa La- 
fayette, the most chivalric defender of human rights and 
freemen's dignity that history bids ua honor; one who re- 
vived the entire devotion and self- surrender of what has 
been termed " the most generous era of the world," not 
for the winning of a woman's smile or a prince's favor, 
but to promote the welfare of his meanest fellow-creat- 

o. 

Lafayette was the only man of modem times who has 

iproachcd the height of Washington. Their difference 
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^V vu mpntal niiil parlly due to tenipcratuf-nt, for, as regards 
H Bioral qualiticH, their hcarlB beat pulse for palso and ihej 
^f were anitnntt'<l by Uic dami! spirit. One were tliey as 
twin children in simplicity and ingfnuotisness; one as 
brotliers, in tncrgy and courage. In ilic profonnder at- 
tributes of tlie legislator — calmness, knowledge, and the 
power of wcigliing princlpU-a — Washington stood alone; 

' hnt on tbv samu level with him of patriotic faith and self- 
devotion stood Lafayette. Perhaps in tbeir notions of 

[ liberty the latter was more ideal, Washington the more 
pbiloBophio; tho one aimed at establishing republics upon 
principles only compatible with a large diffosion of intet- 

I ligence; the other at adapting government to the present 
imperfections of mankind, by retaining only just that 
measure of restraint with which freedom must necessarily 
be limited. Lafayette, however, must be acknowledged 
as the high-priest of Cosmopolitanism, or tho love of man- 
kind, a loftier kind of virtue surely than patriotism — tho 
love of man tn sections. It has been qaestioned whether 
the defence of one's own home and land is not, after all, 
as much a matter of interest as of principle. But what 
ahall we say of a man who, born to high rank and ample 
fortune, placed at conit as a captain of the royal guard, 
and wedded to the daughter of an infiuential nobleman, 

, yet sacrificed every honor and enjoyment to eaponae the 

interests of a distant country, at a time when its aSairs 

appeared so hopeless that its agents in Paris were unable 

a to provide him with a vessel. His words on that oc- 

on expressed the spirit of his after-life: "Then I will 

fit one out myself." Landing at Charleston, in 1777, when 

, but nineteen years of ago, he found tho government with- 
isourcos and the army without food or clothing, 

I fleeing before the Boyalists. He Instantly raised and 
equipped a body of men at his own espcnse, then entered 
Ae army as a volunteer. After rendering important ser- 
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vice in several actions, lie rcBolved, in 177S, to aid America 
more effectually by inducing France to lend lier assist- 
ance. Through his exertions this end was accomplished, 
and he returoed to America to command a regiment for 
'whose equipment and support he raised £2000 at Balti- 
more upon his own credit. His rescue of Richmond, and 
long trial of generalship with Comwallis, who boasted 
that " the boy should not escape him," are among the 
proofs of his devotion to the cause. 
^ Lafayette's first arrival in America gave such an im- 
Hnlsc to the drooping spirits of the patriots that favorable 
piitigiiries were again entertained of the ivar, though the 
royal forces were then everywhere victorious, A gentle- 
man holding a Crown appointment thought it bis duty to 
call privately on the young adventurer and remonstrate 
with him on hia desperate intentions. "Do you not see, 
sir," eaid he, " that there is but one fate for the insurgents 
— a speedy and complete subjugation ; and but one reward 
for their abettors, be they who they may — privation, dis- 
appointment, and, most likely, death?" Lafayette, eying 
him calmly, replied, " I eame liere to die, sir. I could have 
liveti in my own country." 

A fellow-spirit to this noble man, and an equally im- 
portant aid to the cause he embarked in, was the Uaron 
Von Steuben, to whom, in conjunction with Lee, the army 
may be said to have owed all its discipline. The baron 
had been trained in a good school, for he resigned the 
dignities of lieutenant-general in the Prussian army, and 
favorite aide-de-camp of Frederick the Great, for the 
moral honors of a patriotic struggle. The value of hia 
services was instantly appreciated ; Congress appointed 
him inspector-general of the army; and the result of hia 
efforts fully justified the expectations that had been 
formed of him. Whatever may be thought of bis sol- 
diership, no man surpassed tho baron in one of the most 
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popular cviiU'Dcm of Republicanism — poverty; 
in strange alliance with hia DccdH anil principles, Uij 
tonch of bU boroninl ilignlty, for be was as proud t 
^^bw poor. Wishing to giv« an ent«rtiunment to the 1 
^^bi officers after tbo surrenclcr of Yorktown, as other 
^^■ftJorgenoraU bad done before him, ho was compelled to 
^H|U hia horae, in ordiT to raise (ho money reqnircil. On 
^^^ previous oocaiiion he had parted with bis silver spoons 
^nnd forks, to gain funds to reciprocate the civilities of his 
French compatriots ; and it was said that wheu bis ser- 
vant, vho had boon ordered to dispose of a family relic 
—a ailver-liandled carving-knife — asked him how he in- 
tended to eut up bis beef, he replied, " If I can get noth- 
ing better, I'll beg the company's permission to nse my 
sabre." 

Most of the native loaders were of the family of Cin- 
cinnatiis, but no one so strikingly akin to that celebrity 
as the patriarchal Pntnam, whose whole life was such an 
alternation between fighting and farming that one would 
BUppose he conld scarcely have had time to bend his 
sword into a sickle before ho was required to thump it 
straight again. He ltd a body of Provincialc through 
tbo whole of the French war; in 1T62 accompanied Lord 
Albemarle agiUnst the llavanna; in 1764 marched a na- 
tive regiment against tbo Indiana on the Western fron- 
tiers; in 1770, joined General Lyman in exploring the 
Mississippi; and was enjoying his usual relief to all these 
duties — tho act of ploughing — when the news reached 
him of the ontbreak of hostilities with England. Calling 
to a boy to mind bis oxen, and without staying to change 
bis clothes, or even wash bia face, be sprang upon bis 
horse, and rode off to the scone of action. "Old Israel," 
! fondly rather than familiarly called, was the 
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bean ideal of a martial Puritan, and, perhaps, the greatest 



, 'favorite with the country, after Washington, for even 
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regard: ^ 



Bold I 
■Cuth 

■Artie 



Green did not command bo general and deep a regard: 
Many circumstances combined to caueo this result: llie 
useful and exemplary character of his long life; the re- 
nown of his wolf adventure ; and tho Bingularity of a man, 
whose days had reached the ordinary limit, rising up, as 
if endued with new being, to defend the dwellings of his 
children. But, with all his military spirit, he never bad 
the credit of being a tactician. The fact was he was a 
soldier upon principle, not upon system. He bad full 
uth in the lawfulness and efficacy of a straightforward 
ian of exchanging blows, but despised the tricks and 
rtifices which compose the science of what the world 
calls generalship. Of one warlike essential he had almost 
a superfluity, for his courage, but for the cause in which 
it was displayed, might have been termed a madness. He, 
as an old man, laughed at dangers which blanched the 
cheeks of the young. With his wolf adventure all, in 
his day, were familiar. If the reader be not so, I may 
briefly state that, having pursued the ravager of his fold 
into a Connecticut cavern, tho aperture to which was only 
large enough to permit his ingress on all fours, he lit a 
pine branch and crept in, holding the light before him, in 
order to discover the enemy's position. The bright glare 
of her eyeballs, shining like two lamps, and a low, signifi- 
cant growl, soon let him know this, and he gave the signal 
for his friends to drag him out by the legs. Ho then 
loaded his gun with a dozen buckshot, and, relighting 
the pine branch, again entered the aperture — crept near 
enough to take a certain aim — and, as his victim was on 
the point of springing, fired. The wolf fell back with 
a howl, and he, resolutely grasping her by the ears, his 
friends seized him by the heels, and they were drawn out 
^^ together. 

^K During the war he coveted all the most dangerous posts 
^^kd expeditions, and his uniform success created a oonfi- 
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donee iu him amounting to supcrstUIon. ^Vllat would 
Hcompd foDy in another, with him was a more matter 
of counto. Wht^n hu wiis enoainped with Sullivan and 
Stirling, at Flatbush, lio undertook to convey despatches 
to ihu JerwyB tlirougli Lord Howe's fleet, in an open boat, 
id, tboogh overbaniod by every other ship, his fearlees- 
lu and addrtWB insured his safety. He was Boon after 
pamucd by a troop of horse, when retreating throngh 
Bhodo Island with a piece of artillery. Hia party man- 
age<l to drag the gnn to an eminence, which was flanked 
by a BM-amp and thicket, and here be, with a few others, 
loaded and fired, keeping the hoi-scmcn at bay till nearly 
nil Ilia men had provided for their safety; then, as the 
enemy rode np, he leaped his eteed down a declivity 
which not one man out of forty dared to risk after him, 
and thus escaped. 

Old Israel was also the author of a stock of clever say- 
ings, in the stylo of Franklin, to make the soldiers love 
duty and despise danger ; and ho often indulged a vein of 
quiet humor. One day, while at work in hia fields, he was 
talking over that fruitful topic, the arbitrary conduct of 
Parliament, when a laborer asked him wbat Parliament 
was like. " Why, Enoch," be replied, " it's like the Beast 
in the Apocalypse — all horns and eyes." More felicitons, 
however, was a term which be bestowed on a party of 
officers at Weatbersfield, when a Scotch regiment was 
quartered there, which bad imparted a national source of 
irritation, elegantly denominated the " Caledonian Violin." 
Thia regiment numbered six noblemen, all of whom par- 
took in the general rcstlesanesa ; and some baggage of 
theirs — containing sundry boxes of ointment — having 
fallen into the Provincials' hands, Putnam henceforth 
designated them " the Lord's anointed." 

The Honorable William Alexander, commonly called 
rd Stirling, though bis title was disavowed in England, 
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waB a striking contrast to PutDam. He was aa ai'tificial 
as the other was natural; whether owing to the precise 
and mathematical nature of his avocations — as king's 
coansel and surveyor-guneral of East Jersey — I know not, 
but all he said and did volS methodical, and his life was 
as much a piece of machinery as his frame. As to hia 
faith in discipline, he believed it waa possible to train 
men to anything; and not men only, for it was said that 
he offered to undertake raising a creditable regiment of 
infantry from a forest of ourang-ou tangs. Yet all his 
military knowledge was rendered unavailable by his un- 
conciliatory mannera, though he was, I believe, tho only 
American officer who made the mistake of putting soldier- 
ship above more human qualities. Of so marked a char- 
acter many stories were current, which must have been 
exaggerations — such as his aeeiog a man pull his trigger 
with the second finger, and, on learning that he had lost 
the use of the first, exclaiming, "Then why the devil do 
not you cut it off? Why do you keep a thing you can't 
use?" or his compelling a recruit, who had walked about 
forty miles to join him, with a heavy gun, to go back for 
a ramrod, saying that it was a rule in his regiments " to 
supply rods only to the refractory." What much dis- 
turbed the equanimity of this disciple of the Great Fred- 
erick was the men requesting furloughs to go home and 
see their wives. lie could not perceive the most distant 
connection between military and domestic duty. That a 
soldier should require the stimulus of grog after a hard 
day's march, or work in tho trenches, he clearly under- 
stood, but tho effeminate necessity of fondling women and 
children was perfectly inexplicable. lie received, how- 
ever, some information ou conjugal matters from a piivate, 
who accosted him one morning, when not in tho best of 
Bjtempera. "You want to go home, sir; what for?" he 
^Kjneried. "ToBeemy wife, general?" "D — nit, sir, aren't 
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yoa a loldipr of CongroM? U not dnty your wife? isn't 
your country your wife? "Not eiaotly, geucrsl, for 
vlicu my country gets licked" — pointing to a scar on bis 
^orcli(>-a<l — "I jttyTer, but, sometimes, wlien my wife gats 
■Mek&l. I benrJU:' 
Aa &□ inittauce of tUo extreme to wliicb lie carried eys- 
tem, it waa related of him that, in order to correct a laiy 
habit in a young ofGcor, he appointed him to call bim np 
every morning at fivo o'clock precisely. Having one night 

I received intdligein-c whii^b detained him at a coancil till 
the day-beam peeped in at the window, lio was just step- 
ping into bed, thoruitghly worn out, when bis puptl gave 
tiio summons at his door. Springing up at once, he made 
ft loud clatter with hj.i boots, and exclaimed, "Aye, ayol 
I was just rising." 
Another extraordinary man, who a.ssit<tcd in fanning 
the flamo of the Revolution, was Ethan Allen, the author 
of a work called "The Oraclos of Reason," which exer- 
fibeil so much influence at homo that the Southcvnors 
termed it "The Rhode Island Bible." Allen was a cora- 
ponnd of the most singular extremes ; oil and water would 
not be a more incongruous mixture. He was a graft of 
the old Cromwelliao, psalm-singing, eut-and-lhruster upon 
the free-and-ea^y, bibacious cavalier; alternately swear- 
ing and praying; singing hymns and anacrontics; send- 
ing people upwards and downwards. Yon entered his 
presence with reverence, and left it with wonder, for he 

»was a Bobadil and Master Stephen combined ; a Niagara 
and its lake — all thunder one moment and placidity the 
next, lie pretended that he alone possessed the secret of 
enlightening and governing a people, but when stated, 
this proved to be some absurdity too empty to rebut, yet 
dangerous to laugh at. Such a man was not likely to be 
^^L ^uiet in times of commotion. He put himself at the bead 
^Vpf a party of long-sided Vermonters, termed "Green Monn- 
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tain Boys," anO, on being joined by Arnold (who c 
bis colonel, but whom he made bis second), he aobtevcd 
the Burprlse of Tieonderoga, the key to the Canadas,wliieb 
contained mucb ammunition, but waa garrisoned by only 
3 email party. The commander was caught in bis bed, 
and on Allen bidding him snrrendcr, or he'd send his soul 
to hell like a flash of lightning, he exclaimed, " Surrender? 
to whom?" "To the Lord Jehovah and the Congress of 
America," was the reply. 

What figure ho would have cut in the course of the 
conflict it is impossible to determine, as his career was 
unluckily ended in the Canadaa by hla falling into the 
hands of Sir Guy Carlton, who sent him a prisoner to 
England, Notwithstanding his bombast, Allen had much 
shrewdness, but, unfortunately, the profanity of his clever 
sayings often neutralized the fun. The extreme simplicity 
of his tastes made him an object of amusement to the 
English at New York (where he was released on parole 
when brought from Halifax). Dining one day with a 
party at the commander-iu' chiefs, some olives were on 
the table, to which be helped himself with the rest, and, 

ling they were very small, he put three or four in his 

luth at once. This induced a general smile, and his 
induced his host to ask how he liked them. 
Why, Sir William," said he, " I dare say it's a matter of 
taste, but I think your green gages are ra-ather bitter." 

I might refer to others, Montgomery, Wayne, Nash, 
Lincoln, etc., but, as I fear this string baa now been 
touched until its tone has almost gone, will only try to 
make its concluding vibration harmonious by repeating 
the words which I was told the Polish hero, Kosciusko, 
pronounced on joining the standard, that was here lifted 
up as much for a set of principles as a race of men: "My 
name is Kosciusko ; I was bom in Poland ; but I consider 
myself a citizen of every government which aims at en- 
larging the happiness of the peopXctV 
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CHAPTER VL 

-TriptoUisPtUwtn.— Aticranule.— ABoatAdrirL—ViTellaH^pL I 
■uJorf.—Bal Unions — HailtiiM Jcromu Bon>p&rle and tlie Ibr' 
*9 ot WcllcalcT. — ralitirtl Dlsconla oad Fatal Harmonica. — Else- 
-MitTji Juke ; BirtI CaniildatcB. — A Pelliooatcric. — Ncgrow m 
lluroori*!*; liatiiiliKiM in Bondage; Tbrarj of Ihe Origin and End nt 
EiU; Sambotliu Qusmlnn: tho Burnt F\j\ a Planter's Destiny; Fauft 
in tliu SoUr Sytum ; ■ Pilot'* Rcpl; ; SIgniacint " Hem ;" Sleeping Uo- 
conickNunuMi Nvgro Namea; Ucn and Egs; Tlireo-Gn^rcd Jack.— 
Ilcri7land and UcrrvUnden. — Lord Ualtimure: LeUcr tu the Swedes; 
Rcplj to an Indian. — Dr. Franklin on tbc Origin ot Tobacco. — General 
Wnahingtoo auJ the Dwarf, — Draih ot Ucrrj; Omens; E|iitApI). 

WiasELL, Iiaviiig to go to Pbiladdpliia on businesB, 
pliiced me at the bctm of bis affaire, and as our season bad 
now exceeded its limit, and it was necessary we should fill 
ap our time until tbe fever should Lavu left Baltimore, I 
thought it beat to divide tbc company and make lecturing 
excursions to tho smaller towns, an experiment wbicb had 
been often tried before under similar ci re nm stances. Ac- 
cordingly, to my friend Warren I committed one division, 
including Mrs. Merry and Cooper, our tragedians ; Mrs. 
Oldraixon (tho wife of Sir Johns, formerly Miss George, 
the siren of Vauxhall, and, as an actress, heiress to all tho 
bonors of Mrs. Mattocks); BUeset, the son and image of a 
trnly original father, and Harwood, a clever transcript of 
John Bannister. Allotting him the Korth of Maryland 
and Virginia, I took the conduct of the remainder — Fox, 
Francis, Marsha!!, Bates, and Mr. and Mrs. Gillingham, 
our operatic force — and resolved upon a trip to the Delar 
ware. For our conveyance I engaged a sloop to Chester- 
ijj, a town about forty m\\ea 4\slanV,wp ^tysm b^ that 
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name whlcli runs into tbe Chesapeake. I found this place 
to be BO small and bo indifferent to tbe fine arts that, 
though I had many letters of recommendation, but two 
individuals were inclined to give us countenance, namely, 
our worthy landlord, Hodgson, and a Captain MeKnight, 
■who was an actor in everything but name. We delivered 
our entertainment of songs and recitatiouB, in the Assem- 
bly Room, to about twenty persons (at a dollar each), more 
than double that number standing outside and contenting 
themselves with reading tho bill, catuliing fragments of 
the songs, and imagining the rest. At night, therefore, 
Bomo of the company resolved on going round the town 
to give all the pretty girls a serenade, flattering them- 
selvca that if the women — the most influential part of all 
communities — once heard their voices, the nest evening 
our room would be as packed as the "Black Hole," The 
compliment was so novel in the quiet streets of this se- 
cluded place that every window flew up and some scoro 
of female faces popped out, which was considered a fa- 
vorable omen. But the Delaware maidens were better 
caluulators; the next night we performed to only ten dol- 
lars ; and I learned tha^" they could not think of paying 
to hear what they had already heard for nothing." This 
was a hint, bo next day I obtained conveyances and we 
visited Dover, Lewiston, and some other places, varying 
in size, but agreeing so much in spirit that the pleasure of 
the trip soon began to overbalance its profit, and, like 
more eminent commanders, I was compelled, with cha- 
grin, to give the signal for retreat. On our way back to 
Annapolis we luckily found the packet apparently on tho. 
eve of starting, but also a letter frora my wife with tho 
news of a child's illness, which compelled mo to take a 
iorse from a plough and ride homeward instantly, leav- 
ing with the company a sum which I thought sufficient 
to defray their expenses. The sloop, however, taking 
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ActaiUljr two (lays lon^r to discmbogiio, their pockets 
had to undergo a siniilar process, and starting at length 
with n wind scarcely eufliciL'tit to disarrange a lady's hair, 
H resulted that a boat which, in form, was very like a 
duck, somewhat resembled that bird in ita motion. Cap- 
tiiin McKnight had been so fascinated by the party that 
ke resolved to accompany them on their voyage. He was 
a very pleasant fellow, and though rather too much given 
to practical joking, ]irovcd on this occasion their guardian 
ango). The way in which he evinced and then atoned for 
his roguery, as it led to eccnes of peculiar eccentricity, 
I cannot avoid relating. 

Gillingham, my singer and musician, was a worthy lit- 
tle ffUow whoso chief blessing had, from its intensity, 
liecome a curse. He possessed a wife who loved him with 
■wch ardent devotion that eho was perpetually making 
him miserable by her endeavors to promote his happiness. 
Her life consisted of a scries of endearments; her vital 
principle seemed to be communicated from his lips, and 
neither time, place, nor business could be allowed to sus- 
pend its operation. Now, as our little fiddler had much 
more of Apollo in his art than in^is person, and Mrs. O. 
was neither young nor ethereal — being a very matter-of- 
fact sort of person of about thirteen stone weight — all 
this Arcadianism was exceedingly ludicrous. Her hus- 
band had the good sense to be ashamed of it, and Mc- 
Knight the impertinence to attempt its correction, 

Mrs. G., after a long, long quarter of an hour's absence, 
coming np to the deck to pursue her poor victim with her 
usual pretty little spousal slang of " Gilly, my dilly," he 

I was nowhere to be found. Cabin, hold, and forecastle 
were investigated with the speed of lightning, Mrs. G.'e 
tones and terms varying from the playful piano of " Gill, 
toy dill, I know where you're hiding!" to the sharp alto 
B " Gill, yon devil, why don't you answer ?" but Gill was 
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^Hh>t forthcoming. At once the horrible impression be- 

^■esme general that be bad tumbled overboard. Every- 

^Vthing was now in confusion. Mrs. G.'a pipe brought all 

hands upon deck, and eho flew about bke a wild - cat, 

charging every one ehe mot with inhuman apathy, yet 

I preventing any exercise of reflection. Hold, forecastle, 

^bmd cabin were again ransacked, Mrs. G, even pulling 

^^Hhe ladies from their bertha to sec if they had not secreted 

^Hfcer Gill. As the sloop was doing little more than drift 

along, the first thought on deck was to jump into the boat 

and row hack, when it was suddenly discovered that it 

had got disengaged and was floating half a mile astern in 

Ke middle of tlie river. What with Mrs. G.'s screams 
d the consternation of the others, the scene had now 
ached its climax, when Gillingbam, who had all this 
while been enjoying a nap in the bottom of the boat, 
awoke and perceived hia situation. But, as if the alarm 
was never to subside, he, instead of seizing the oars and 
pulling resolutely after his comrades, began to shout liko 
a maniac, upon which Mrs. G., who had just suuk into a 
fit, reanimated with new vigor, and, darting to the stern, 
began a response in tones yet shriller and more sustained. 
The little fiddler at length found sense to grasp the oars, 
and soon came up with the vessel, when, after his wife 
had half-crushed him with her clasp and smothered him 
with kisses, they ventured to ask an e.\planation of the 
mystery. He said that, overpowered by his last night's 
punch (though the fact was, as they all knew, to escape 
his wife's attentions), he had Iain down in the boat, but 
not before taking the precaution to observe that its rope 
was secured by a double knot, consequently it could not 
have got loose without human assistance. Crew and com- 
pany were equally eager in declaring their innocence, 
Ewhen all eyes, by a simultaneous impulse, settled on those 
f McKnight, in which a roguish sparkle, breaking forth 
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^m from tlicir ajTocttxl wonder, betrayed tlio criminal, 'ruey 
^B fand now nomo difllic-utty in rt^slraiiiing Mrs. GiUtnghaia ' 
^B from makiog tUo captain ondorgo tlio fate ebe bad been 
^B led to think wow bur husband's, but quiet was at K'Cgth 
^H TCttored by a con side ration wbicb, like Aaron's rod, swat- 
^H lowed np all others. 

^H Fully expecting to reach Annapolis that night, the coin- 

^B pany had expendo*! their last money in laying in a grand 

^B but solitary meal; the ahodes of evening were now falling 

^B aroand tbem, and they bad accompliabed but half the 

^M distance, so that starvation for that night stared tliein in 

^P the face. A general nsscmbly was therefore held in the 

cabin to consider tho readiest means to adopt for the 

relief of their wants. Ah Lliey could not nrnster tenpencc 

ftmong them, tho debate promitted to be a long one, when 

suddenly some poeulinr sounds broko upon their ears; 

they ran up to the deek, and perceived that they were 

passing a plantation which was the scene of revelry and 

■^ feasting. The liouse stood at the end of a lawn that 

^1 sloped down to the bank, and imbedded a luxurious array 

^M of bams, sugar-honaeB, hencoops, and piggerlt-a. Lights 

^K -were dancing in its upper windows, shouts were coming 

^M from its lower ones ; gnests were pouring in, in every spo- 

^V cies of vehicle, and the "niggers" were capering about 

^B tho green like bo many officers of his Satanic majesty's 

^V household, come up-stairs on parole. This was a scone 

^P which, in their situation, it would have been plcasantcr 

to partake in than to behold, so that on Captain McKnight 

volunteering to go on shore and procure them a reception, 

his offer restored him to the good graces even of Mrs. 

Gillingbani. Carrying with him their most heartfelt, or 

rather atomach-felt, aspirations for his success, he returned 

in about half an hour to inform them that he had told the 

Klanter they were a party of foreign amhassadors proceed- 
ig to General Washington's on the Potomao, and being 
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badly acoommodated in the sloop, requcatcd ttio favor of 
a niglit'fl lodging. The planter had expressed himself 
liighly lionored to rcceiFo them, and proffered the best 
his house afforded. To hoax him, therefore, it waa neces- 
sary they should array themselves in some stage habil- 
iments, as fine and as old-fashioned as jiossihlo, and 
play certain extemporaneous characters for the evening. 
Tempting as was the hait — a Delaware supper, a very 
encyelopafdia of meals — they were at first staggered by 
the proposition, until a due consideration convincing them 
that its performance was not too difficult, left them no 
room to perceive that it was too criminal. Accordingly 
Dates took out of his box a kind of Lord Ogleby's dross, 
for the English ambassador; Marshall soJected a sparkling, 
spaogled affair for the Spaniavd; Fux spruced himself in 
the costume of Lord Trinket, as minister of France ; whilo 
Gillingham and Francis, as Austria and Russia, put on 
plain brown coats and black-silk breeches; all of them 
agreeing in certain "properties" which were no doubt 
mistaken for official insignia — bag-wigs, ruffles, hangers, 
and snuff-boxes. None i>f the ladies would join in this 
enterprise except Mrs. Gillingham, who, unwilling to trust 
her treasure from her sight, arrayed herself in black vel- 
vet in order to survey the farmers as Queen Catherine did 
Wolsey. Captain McKnight, acting as their secretary,- 
with a spirit well worthy of the genius which suggested 
the hoax, led the planter and his son to the sloop to re- 
ceive them, the guests following from the house to obtain 
a view, while the wondering negroes formed an avenue 
through which they marched with all imaginable dignity. 
Nothing could have been more imposing than their ap- 
pearance, or more strictly in character; the lights, shin- 
ing on their buckles and spangles, produced a glitter which 
quite dazzled the beholders, while they snstained the illu- 
sion by their broken-English chatter and grimaces. In a 
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^^Hort time the gayctj of ilic wwiely was quench* 
^Hbu awv aiid obaervation, tlip blacks dvcn (Jcscrting their 
^^BtmliulB on tlic gra«B to pt-op at them through the wis- 
dows. ThiM gave tlicm oonfidcncp; bnl ttio supper btlng 
the Icailing cause of tliU pcrfurmanci-, wm the grand 
etimulant to tlicir gonitis. Whilst that was going ilow-ii 
th«y wtTO winding up. Punch of the very best mixture 
completi><l tho charm and rcndcrtnl thum quite oomrauni- 
cativo on the foreign policy of America and the state of 

kKuropc. They dis<!U8sc(t the rcsourt^oa of fireat Dritain, 
tbv ilcsign* of Rnaitia, and the results of the French Revo- 
Intion (with the rro<|ui-nt itcrntion of such words as Kam- 
•ohatka, Seringapatam, and Trinoomalee) until overy odo 
of the hearers, coinpU-tcIy lockjawed, sat round them in 
■ spell-bound cirele, fathers, mothers, and children fore- 

■ going all the objects of their meeting to glcau the least 
Iota of their wonderful intelligenoe. The captain, pcr- 
bnps, would state some extraordinary piece of news, which 
Bates, in English, with a Lonl Burleigh accompaniment, 
Oontradicte<d ; Fox and Marshall then replied to him in 
French; Francis attuckeil them in Low Dutch, and Gil- 
lingham rebutted the whole parly in Japanese. When 
they had worked their conversation up to five or six cli- 
maxes, and apparently edified their audience to the extent 
of their capacities, the latter drew off to their vehicles, 
and they to some exceedingly soft beds. Meanwhile their 
ladies had been well attended to by the females -of the 
house; and in the morning, after being provided with a 
sumptuous breakfast, the distinguished party were wait- 
ed upon with the utmost politeness to the sloop which, 
before a better wind, speedily conveyed them home. 

The planter's guests soon spread the news throughout 

Delaware of the five foreign ambassadors who had stopped 

^L^st Squire Polwheel's on their way to General Washington, 

^^nnd in secluded circles, where neither newspapers nor 
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travellers penetrated, I have no doubt they afforded for 
dome time as mucli Bpeoulation as many more important 
personages. 

As soon aa our dismal antagonist, the fever, had left the 
field open at Baltimora, we advanced for our autumn cam- 
paign, and, brief as it was, were liberally compensated for 
our summer losses. The only event which distinguished 
this visit occurred at the benefit of my friend Byrne, who, 
having an extensive teaching wherever he went, obtained 
the singular favor from the principal families of being 
allowed the assistance of hia young pupils in a set of 
cotillions. Among them he had the honor of numbering 
Miss Patterson, afterwards Madame Jerome Bonaparte, 
and Miss Caton, the present Marchioness of Wollesloy, 
both ladies making their d^Ut m public as dancers on 
this occasion. 

Baltimore w.is a smaller edition of New York, another 
market and counting-house, but with one marked distinc- 
tion. Here society was imbued with a spirit of contro- 
versy. Political discussion was as much the staple amuse- 
ment as literature was in Ptiiladclphia, and whether due 
to meteorological or constitutional causes I could never 
discover; bat, certes, it amounted to a frenzy. Men, 
women, and children were alike affected, and all equally 
argumentative if not equally profound. This gave rise 
to endless discussions. Brothers and partners, identified 
in commercial but differing in political speculations, would 
pass each other in the street without recognition; their 
wives devotedly took up the cudgels at home; and their 
little boys pummelled each other into the Adams or Jef- 
ferson view of the subject at school. This party spirit 
was very unpleasant to a stranger, and would have been 
fatal to the drama (for the men who would not support 
the same minister would not patronize the same play), 
had it not been counterbalanced in some degree by a 
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nsOivo coDvivittltty whicb, bringing tbein togclbcr i 
night, tnailo their OiacuasioDB How through a potent stream 
«f port nhidi Pp<;ctlily inL-lti;(l unil mingled the most op- 
pmite opiiiioDH. Tu the etraDgcr, however, thia remedy 
wa« inoro fatal than the ovil, fur titilfes a man bad gone 
through a course of Iriih sea§oniiig and graduated at a 
Bix-bottlo college, hu found a liuliimore friendly meeting 
WM a danger to bo dreaded. In physics tre find the source 
of life tu one being is di'Uth to another, and the heat which 
brc«1a a worm kilU a tea.]. So also in " eooialitics *' — if I 
may invent sueh a wonl — habits aro like elomcots, and 
the Hlaid liver wl«i daringly rivala the woll-trained con- 
Tivialist is spci.'dily forced into the exclamation of the 
ig»: " It may ho fun to you, but to me it's annihilation." 
Eleotiona — in any part of the Union too like volcanic 
eruptions — here were at their worst. Tbe philoBophical 
traveller who passed through Baltimore at such tiroes 
consoled himself with the conclusion that all this period- 
ical vomiling forth of fire and dirt was the necessary 
cBcapo of so much inflammable gas, denied the European 
vent on a belligerent neighbor. Uut iho temporary resi- 
dent, exposed to actual collision with the crowd, found the 
absurdity no joke. Merry was the only man 1 knev for 
whom it had a rehsli. To him it was a substitute for the 
best Madeira or a line day's fishing; and though the sur- 
prising plasticity of bis views, which ever concurred with 
those of the last speaker, would now and then betray the 
bnrlesque, hie humor always acted as oil to any irritation. 
I was walking with him one day in Baltimore, when wo 
met a friend of ours, a Delaware planter, who was con- 
spicuous for provincial patriotism. Merry resolved to 
attack him, bo with consnnimate gravity remarked : "IIow 
is this, Witbcrepoon ? I hear you have changed your prin- 
ciples." "I!" be exclaimed, in astonishment. "Yea; I 
heard at Colonel Tomkina's that you aro not consistent." 
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"lie doesn't mean to assert tLat I have given up the ne- 
cessity of extending the democratic influence? I defy 
him to say that I am not upright!" "How can that be," 
replied Bob, "if you are all on one siVfe^" 

Occasionally these scufflings produced some very good 
hits. Two gentlemen of my acquaintance, Messrs. A. and 
B., met after a contest in which B, had been the succesa- 
fnl candidate. A., surprised at the annonncenient, ob- 
eerved, "How was it possible you could beat C? be had 
everything in his favor." "On the contrary," replied B., 
"Ibo chances were mine. In tho first place, you see, I 

1 a fluent delivery and self-command ; there I bad the 
advantage of liim. I bad a personal knowledge of most 
of the electors; there I bad the advantage of him. I had 
nerve, activity, and resolution; there, again, I had tho 
advantage of him. He is a good, honest, straightforward, 
well-meaning fellow." " And Ibere," replied A., " be had 
the advantage of you 1" 

The ladies, as I have before observed, took part in the 
mania to purify the government, but their dcJiverieB were 
not always as felicitous as their conceptions, and if literal 
translations seldom give the meaning of an author, literal 
blunders are even more to be dreaded. At a tea-table, 
one evening, where the rival parties were being appropri- 
ately discussed in "hot water," two fair Andromaches 
were blazoning the merits of their respective Hectors, 
"Wy husband," observed one, with a deliberate emphasis 

I and look which threw a mountain of contempt on her ad- 
■Tersary, "has always stood up for the rights of the people; 
history will say of him that ho was ever a true liberal." 
"And is not my husband, also?" exclaimed the other, with 
energetic rapidity, eager to counteract the unfavorable 
Innuendo, "I appeal to you, ladies, I appeal to all the 
ladies in the room, if my husband isn't known to be the 
igreatest libertine in Maryland." 
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^Hlly tinffoni havo been long itching lo tuucb apon s 
^Bright Rnhjoct'— the blapks — the great humorists of U)« 
VvnioD, anil, nutwithataniliug all tliat hae bei^n said of 
thotr debasement and wrclche<lnoG8, oiio of tbo happiest 
races of people I have over seen. The system by which 
men arc degraded to the level of brutes, or the argnmeats 
which would justify such bondage, every nnprojudiced 
mind mnst turn from with horror. It is a stigma on the 
age, the people, and the government which permits it» and 
Ihu nnomnly is more grievously apparent iu a Union 
which, but for this blot, would present a combination of 
the most beaefiuial priaciples that the world has yet seen 
CBtablifihed. But when this is admitted, if it becomes a 
qnexlion whether the slave can be happy in faia bonds — 
if not exposed to actual bodily suffering — the seven years 
I had an opportunity of witnessing his constitutional vivac- 
ity make me reply in the affirmative. Under a thick skin, 
the negro seems to bo endncd with very sensitive nerves; 
climate, music, and kind treatment act upon him like elec- 
tricity, and with all the ignorance of the child fae pos- 
sesses its difposilion for enjoyment. Toil, in ordinary 
eases, is but a dam to his animal spirits, which overflow 
with greater violence at the honrof relaxation. A dance, 
a song, and a laugh are then his sole desiderata. All this 
is, no doubt, merely sensual, and far inferior to tbe pleas- 
ures which an elevation to his just dignity would afford 
him ; but still, nothing can bo more erroneous than the 
impression that the negro is not to the full extent as happy 
as any of the other unenlightened laborers with whom 
Europe abounds. It seems to have been caused partly by 
wrong information and partly by reasoning which does 
more credit to the heart than the head, and looks on 
good and evil as positive rather than relative!! Nature 
implants cqnally in all men certain feelings for thdr 

kuidance, a sense of honor, gratitude, and affection, a 
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love of life, liberty, and bodily ease; but education and 
habit do much to weaken or strengthen these endow- 
ments. Thus the Englishman, who has been educated 
in the love and possession of liberty, eannot see how the 
slave can he happy without it. But the latter, having 
no idea of the enlightened man's -tnjoymenta, regards lib- 
erty only as a release from hibor and an enlarged means 
of gratifying his senses. Ho is like a man whose legs 
have been bound from infaney, and who on reaching 
manhood, though his bonds are cut, cannot walk. Such 
feelings as honor, gratitude, and affection will force them- 
selves out according to the nature of his treatment, but 
the love of fi-eetloni in its higher sense has been paralyzed 
mth his intellect. There is no stronger proof of thU than 
his conduct during the war. When Lords Dunmore and 
Cornwallis so repeatedly offered the slaves freedom if 
they would join the royal standard, how few were the 
instances of compliance. So completely was their natural 
spirit quenched that the example of their owners fighting 
for the very right that was theirs also could not fire them. 
If the slave really felt the loss of his liberty, would he not 
then have regained it ; or indeed, could the Americans at 
any time have kept it from him ? Intelligence made all the 
difference. The planter, knowing the value of his rights, 
was willing to die for them; the benighted negro could not 
weigh them against a whipping. Thus indifferent, were a 
general manumission to take place, what freedom would 
be to the black without a preparatory acquaintance with 
its duties and obligations, let miserable Ilayti speak. 

But it will be said, if the slave has not mental suffer- 
ing, look at his bodily oppression. On this point I must 
confess I have heard much more than I have seen. The 
outrages which certainly occasionally occur may yet he 
Ine rather to individual depravity than to systematic eru- 
Ity, for I believe it has been ascertained that the major- 
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^B hy of xirli (-n.iOM liavt! bi-cii cHargcablo entirely to tbosc 

^B tcndii of uversMTs who, to gratify tbetr own licUiEh ha- 

^V mor*, porsn-'Klfil tlii-ir niiu(ti.-rM Hint rigor with llie black 

^H 'Waa a Doccwary economy of time and trouble. Ilowever, 

^Btho a<lvanc(i of |tubl)e npinion, which every year becomes 

^H more ifiRiitivo to the dignity of human nuturu, mnst, ere 

^^ long, cloanso ont tliu fotil «tnin altogether. With every 

^B friend to the permanent prosjierity of America, I trost 

K that that day u fast nppronuhing ; bnt to every friend of 

humanity who may fret overmuuh at its non-arrival, I 

think it my duly to tell what I have observed of the 

cheering aide uf cbc pifture. 

I have termed tiic negroes the great hnraorists of the 
Union, and in many resjiects I have thought thcro like 
the lower Irish ; #ith the same eonfueiun of ideas and 

I difficulty of clear cKpreasiun, pouring words out of their 
moutha on the high tide of a natural drullcry, as broad as 
n it is rapid. Uut this characteristic varied with their 
locality and occupation. The bloi^k in Maryland, the 
most social state in the Union, found more favorable op- 
portunity for its development than in despotic Georgia. 
And, again, the liveried and napkincd sliadow who flitted 
behind the chairs at a city festivity, or planted himself as 
a background to the snow of his lady's shoulders — like 
night, in Switzerland — differed materially from his brother 
in the fields. The humor of the latter, arising from a 
profound simplicity which lowered the most dignified sub- 
jects into ludicrous lights and elevatt'd llie most trivial 
into importance, was Nature's spontaneous product in full 
bloom; while ho of the city added an observation of all 
the petty arts, tricks, and prejudices of the society ho 
hung upon, BO as to reflect his master or mistress in a kind 
of hand-mirror; this knowledge of the outside of life in- 
- vesting him with a comical self-importance. Their man- 
v sufficiently marked their difference. The one was 
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known by his stooping slionlders, projecte<l head, and cyos 
half-closed as if in momentary fear that their sparkling 
fun might bo forcibly quenched; with the miiseles of his 
mouth ever quivering to draw up its heavy curtaiu of flesh 
and display the grinders of a shark. The other exhibited 
all the confidence usually arising from a consciousnesa of 
talent) with the jutting breast of a tailor, and the angular 
hop of a Fantoccini; eyes and mouth ever wide open; legs 
and arms perpetually whirling; his replies had all the pop 
and froth of ginger-beer; he was a smart, eternally buzz- 
ing, black wasp. It might be supposed that in every re- 
spect the negro would improve in the measure that ho 
departed from bis standard hue, and in respect to morals 
and manners this is the case; hut aa regards humor I 
must afBrm, geologically, that I never knew a ti'ue vein 
of the precious metal to run through any but a decided 
" black loam." 

I once read the fanciful theory of an old " New England 
divine," who strove to prove a very awful sympathy be- 
tween matter and spirit, by connecting the negro's color 
with the origin of evil. He assorted that Adam, after the 
Fall, lost his angel fairness as much In his skin as his soul ; 
that an outward and visible sign of the internal darkness 
was the means adopted by divine anger to attest the creat- 
ure's delinquency; and that the brand of Cain and the 
hide of Esau were the stages of shade by which human 
turpitude advanced to the ultimate depths of Ethiopian 
debasement. The worthy theorist felt himself thna pro- 
vided with data to calculate the end of the world, for, 
taking the extinction of error or sin as the term of its 
existence, he argued that iu the measure in which black 
began to disappear from the human being externally, the 
Ught of truth would progressively dawn through mulatto, 
quadroon, and octoroon till the universal heart and com- 
^exion retamed to their primitive purity. 
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^H If tbiti theory nhould twom plansiblo to m; reader, I 
^B BtURt, io justice, iofonn bitn ttiat il lias Im?(.-ii controverted 
^P by Mvonil African pliilusoplioni, who have investigated 
deeply tbcir bUtorical inctapbyticii, and \iy one especially 
vboRO language, assuming tbo more ioBpired form of po- 
etry, biu become the creed of liia race. Tbe words are 



rttiia little mistake in physiology my reader will ovcrloolc 
wben bi; eunxiders how diffionlt it is to prove tho identity 
of aoytbing at so remote a period. 
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iG ho kill Iilm brodcT," 



I The pure and conclusive strain of this morality forcibly 
disposes tis for tbe reception of wbat follows- 



" Wheii Oarr* Highly ant um dead, 

Haua Cain in sucli ftfrlght, 

lie tremble from liim toe to tie»d 

And dun ho turn all vhilcl" 

— SiKBOTiDS Quiui.iA, innory and Mctaphi/inra of Jft^nlMtt 



1 

jrcibly I 



^H tai 



This exposition of tbe phenomenon, while it unsettles oar 
common belief, places the New England divine in s de- 
cided quandary; yet if we accept tbe premises — Cain's 
trembling — tbe conclusion seems unavoidable, for tbo 
blackest rascals have been known to torn pale with strong 
emotion, Tbe same learned author — Sambo Quam. — also 
proves with considerable acuteness that our notions re- 
specting the devil are exceedingly vulgar, and unwortby 
of an enlightened age. According to bis deductions, 
Satbanas protrudes no distinction of horns, hoofs, and 
tail, such as might scare babies, but Is a tall, thin, well- 
lade person, of a sallow completion and with rather re- 
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lased muBcIea and large, bushy whiskers, fond of emuklng, 
Bwearing, cock-fighting, and mint-sling. 

I will now recount some of the grounds of iny convic- 
tion that humor (as well as, I may add, a vein of melan- 
choly) ia Bpecially the atlribiitc of the negro. One of the 
heartiest specimens of fnn I ever heard was the chuckle 
of a youth who was on duty with a fan to keep the flies 
from disturbing bis master's rest, and who, seeing a per- 
Beverlng blue-bottlo light on the planter's flaming promon- 
tory and immediately fly off, exclaimed, " Aha, um berry 
grad o' <lat; oo hmi oo foot at last, massa fly !" A pen- 
dant to this, but in a quieter way, was the reply of a 
domestic who went to communicate the news of his mas- 
ter's sudden death to a near neighbor. The latter, on i-c- 
oovering from the first shock, observed, with a sigh of res- 
ignation, "Well, Cicero, there's one thing to console ns; 
your poor master had a d — d bad gout, and he's gone to 
happiness." "Iss, massa, but uni berry sorry he hab'n 
gone to heb'n," "Not gone to heaven, you black rascal! 
why?" "Cause, massa, he tell a mo ho should never bo 
comforbable anywhere where he waan' berry warm !" 

A trait of that simplicity which ia usually considered 
indigenous to Ireland was the remark of the exhilarated 
fiddler who, going home from a dance one dark night, fell 
over some rubbish in the road, and with difiieulty regain- 
ing bis legs, exclaimed to liis companion, "Now, Cujsar, 
tell a me iss — ^why de debil do a sun shine all day when 
nobody want um, and nebbcr shine a night, when it's so 
berry dark gentium can't see hia way?" 

I have heard also of a Charleston pilot who, on being 
asked by the captain how much water there was within 
the bar {meaning, of course, how deep), extended his 
wondering eyes to their fullest periphery .and replied, 

Why, massa, what a strodnary qucahun 1 do a tiuk I 
ifcber measure um in a pint pot?" 
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L Bnl till* wta nottEanSEucEmoMristic of n f^araboiaro. 
. Jx WM Uie prrspni-r, nol tbo alfM'iiu;, of int4;lligrni.-o which 
i givo it It r«li(ib, aiid Unt a mora grotoMjue effect to iu 
LiSMxlc of GxprcHJon. Vtiw tbiDgs have oontntned more of 
I the iii»vnoe of tnt'ftiiing than tbo oomineat of a Weetem 
LOiito, invitcj to tak« a glu< uf grog at a tavera by a 
RJoanumittixl friviid, who, oa tlrat tatiter, did not withdraw 
.iia lij'ti till he had subtracted two thirds of the potation, 
rwhen, giving a luud "hem I" bo aaid to the landlord, 
V&taMA, I link iu berry etroti);; gib a liltlo water." "Top, 
Bpp, Poinpc}'!" interrupted C'ato, with an eloquent wJak, 
VfUM I nbould like to cry ' hem!' " 

r One of tbc RtorloH that amused me moiit, from the raor- 
id jUBtico that gave edge to tlie retort, I beard during a 
,1 Soutbcru visit. A Joraeyman, carried by businces to 
.' Georgia, calltHl on a fi-ieail, who accompanied him on a 
■urvey of the country. Night coming on when they weru 
I somo iliHtnnoc from home, they took possession of an over- 
Mer's hut wbieh contained a couple of hammocks, leaving 
L a negro, who attended them, to lie upon the floor. This 
poor fellow it seems had, during the day, ofTended the 
Jerseymitn, who, nursing a pitiful spite, took advantage 
of the moment his friend and the black were aeleep to 
reach bis hand to bis whip and bestow a smart cut on the 
most exposed portion of the somnolent shadow beneath. 
Agamemnon bounded up as with a galvanic impulse, and 
the Jerseyman threw himself back, but not before hia 
motion had betrayed him. The sufferer, fearful of dis- 
turbing bis master, could only apply friction to the irri- 
tation, and lie down again. The next day being passed 
in tbe neighborhood, at night they repaired again to the 
hut, "when our hero expressed a strong wish to repose out- 
side. This led to a disclosure, upon which the Jerseyman 
said, in hia defence, "If I struck you, Aggy, it must have 
my sleep; a man may do many things in his sleep 
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which ho can't remember next moroing." Such an expla- 
nation Batisfied the planter, and perforeo bia property, 
but it conveyed no conviction to the latter, nor was it the 
unction he required for his nkin. It was the Jcrseyman's 
fate this night to go off first and give hia victim the 
pleasure of watching him. Rising softly on hia legs, Aggy 
approauhcd his hammock, and, taking down the brandy- 
keg suspended by bis side, emptied its contents. Tbo 
loss was discovered the first thing next morning, and 
Aggy was collared and charged with Ibe offence, when, 
eying the tyrant eignifieantly, he replied, " Well, massa, 
if I did drink urn, it miis bab been in my sleep; a man 
may do many ting in his sleep be can't remember nest 
niornin'." This Rowland for an Oliver tickled the planter 
as mnch as it dumfounded bis guest, and between the 
two Aggy came off victorious. 

Among other American mysteries Europeans have often 
wondered at the practice of bestowing on nlavea the names 
of all the conquerors, military or moral, in classic history. 
Cfflsar, Pompey, Cato, Cicero, TJIysaes, Agamemnon, all 
constrained to return from the Tartarean regions, but with 
faces so begrimed by their abode there that it was evident 
they bad not been able to take a dip in the Styx on re- 
crossing it. 80 singular a fact lias given rise to much 
speculation. Did the planter, intending to teach a polit- 
ical leseoD to hia cliild, thus cast down the idols of the old 
republics whoso worship had been taught in academic 
groves, in order to impress the merits of his country's 
worthies; or was it that be gratified his own sense of 
power by exercising mastership over snch mighty names? 
Many commonplace minds, however, refer the cause sim- 
ply to the natural burlesque importance of the black, and 
the waggery of bis master. My readers will, perhaps, 
infer that the custom must have added tu the name-own* 
61*8 knowledge of antiquity, which, according to Mr. Jef- 
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I, u a metitnl nUmiilant muxt 1iav« ]iro%'ed » i>olitical 
evil. I once asked one of the "hisih denominations," who 
lookivl more Ilinii oriliiianly inllaluil, wlty lie was called 
Cw«ar, "C'anBp, sar," uiid he, with inoffablo ili^ity, 
"C»sar a Imrry nolilit name." "Oh, then, yon think you 
have a right to it." "Iss, sar ; unqucshonably." "Per- 
hapH you imagine yuti are the dcsccmlant of a Ciessr." 
"Iiw, war; lu-ha-sure!" "My good fellow," exclaimed I, 
with a Btare, "do you know who CtPsar was?" Here I 
Ihoaght I must have aunk uuJcr the reply of liifl eyet, 
while his lip, a noblo scroll at all times to his Corinthian 
column, curled into more jiroluberaiit mnjesty as he ex- 
claimed, " Know who um was, ear? C'lesar, Maasa Johnny 
say, was a yreal butcher. So am 1 1" 

But iho most conclusive testimony I ever received on 
the point of natural negro intelligence wae from a female, 
and for force and novelty of application I think it may 
challenge rivalry with anything recorded of the sages. 

An Othello, who had lately married, was plncked from 
the arms of hia devoted wife to attend his master on a 
journey to the North. His absence extended to many 
months, but it was oil, not water, to the flame of his affec- 
tion. The Fates at length consenting to his return home- 
wards, he rushed to enfold hia Chloo with a genuine con- 
jugal spasm (by-the-bye, why are all the ladies named 
from the classic pastorals, Chloe, Phyllis, etc, ? Another 
mystery). As nature is the same under all skins, can the 
joy of that moment be depicted on paper ? Impossible 1 
And equally impossible would it be to describe the con- 
sternation wilh which, the minute after, he perceived a 
little lump of humanity asleep on the bed, almost white I 
" Chloe !" he exclaimed, converging, as it seemed, every 
faculty into that of vision, "what dat ?" "Oo child, 
■^o." "My child?" "Iss, a fuss pledge of my 'fee- 
^Hm-" " Debbel take a wooman, him quite white!" Cato 
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now Btood mute and inotionleEB, gazing at his wife 03 
if Ilia eyes would scorch her uji; in another moment hia 
glance, turning to a convenient oak stick, announced that 
he was about to inculcate a lesson of morality in one of 
its soundest forms, when intuitive perception threw a flash 
on Chloe's brain which pointed out a broad passage of 
escape. Genias acta aa it conceives, with vigor. Seizing 
her liuaband by the wool she dragged htm to the door and 
pointed to a group of fowls. " Cato," she exclaimed, with 
. equal fervor and decision, "tell a me dis — what dat?" 
"A hen." "Oo wicked nigger, what color ia wm hen?" 
"Black." "And does'a a black hen lay a white eggf" 
Hero she paused and scanned him with a smile of tri- 
umph ; the blow was rcaistlesa ; it had gone home ; Iiad 
struck him like a wave at aea, capsizing and flooding him. 
Clasping the clever dear one to his bosom, now wrapped 
in more than Roman dignity of innocence, suspicion find 
coolneaa perished together in the hug. 

Of the sensitiveness of the negro to aweet sounds a 
carious proof was afforded in an anecdote related to me 
by my friend Morris, who had been with liis company 
in Jamaica when the head and hand of the celebrated 
"Three-fingered Jack" were brought into Kingston. One 
of the company, who had a very sweet voice, was of highly 
respectable parentage, and had quitted England owing to 
an unfortunate attachment. His melancholy, as ia usually 
the case, led him to take long rambles in the country, in 
which he was occasionally joined by another of the actors, 
both duly mindful to avoid certain diatrJcts known to be 
haunted by the terrible outlaw. At the close of one very 
sultry day he and his friend were skirting the foot of a 
hill when they came to an umbrageous palm, under which 
Herbert proposed they should open their wallet and take 

Kme refreshment. On doing so they discovered that they 
A omitted to provide themaelves with brandy. The 



y 



nON8 CP AKEOICA. 

f^cMrei^ylBg ft plantatioo at a diflUnco, said be would 
go tber« to obtain ftotne, while Herbert tlircv himself on 
tlio «wnrtl to await tiiit return. Tbc lonclineaa and stillnvM 
(if tlie spot brought back to him the llionght of home, 
and lie gave vuiit to his ofiprcMicd spirit in somo vocal 
«fliiftion, unconscious that the savago seonrgc of the island, 
driven by hunger from his hiding-place on the hills, had 
watched the display of the provisions, and, on his friend's 
departure, had crept softly through the hmehwood to 
despatch him. Jack had drawn snfticicntly near for his 
purposes >"■! wiM on the point of raising bis gan, when 
Jlerberi's lips opened, and the breathings of a broken 
heart fell npon his par. They arrested his arm. He lis- 
tened in muto attention, and, when Herbert ceased, touched 
him gently with the butt of his musket and said, "Sing 
again, maua !" Herbert started np ivith a cry of terror 
as he beheld the fearful being of whom ho had been 
warned standing over, and, as ho thought, on the point 
of destroying him. llut there was no violenoo in the out- 
law's eye. Ho grounded his gun, and, propping his chin 
on its muzzle, repeated his request, "Sing again, masaa." 
The feelings of the singer may be snrmifled. There are, 
perhaps, few men who would not instantly have grown 
hoarse through agitation. But it was a matter of more 
moment than his ordinary enccn-es, and ho recommenced 
the song as desired, Jack leaning over him and looking 
down upon him with n gaze of interest intense enough 
for affection. My reader, who must have heard of this 
person as one of tho most brutal and ferocious of his 
olasB, differing only from the forest prowler in his form, 
will scarcely credit that the tears trickled from hig eyes 
as from those of a young girl, and for many minutes tho 
whole current of his blood seemed changed. Here was 

K''"'>thermysterioua instance of the charm of music — open- 
, as it seemed to do, some deep and Becret spring of 
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tenderness till that moment unknown, and most likely 
from that moment closed forever. Before Herbert a sec- 
ond time concluded Ills friend came in sight, hurrahing 
and waving a spii'it-flask. Jack instantly levelled his gim, 
hilt, looking npon the singer beside him, he hesitated, 
grasped a handful of bread and meat from the wallet, and 
went over the bushes with the bound of a tigor. In an 
instant Herbert was upon his legs, and meeting his friend 
half-way, dragged him back to the plantation before ho 
could speak a word. There, when the alarm was given, 
a pursuit was at once commenced, and in the space of a 
few days Herbert again looked, hut with very different 
senaationa, npon the head and the hand of " Tliree-Gngered 
Jack." 

I have endeavored to give the leading characteristics 
of each city I visited ; this ia not so easy with the Slates. 
In the country every man's family ia a community in 
itself. Local circumstances chiefly determined the set- 
tler's occupations, and the habits conaeqnent on those his 
social character. The utmost that can be said is that 
if New England was the manufacturing, the Middle 
States the commercial, and the Southern the producing 
circles, Maryland produced the most original aspect of 
the group — for it was the independent. It always seemed 
to me a collection of country-houses where people had 
either been born with wealth or bad retired to spend it ; 
a spot which, from a happy union of inUuencea in its soil 
and sky, had so moulded its denizens' characters as to be- 
come one wide temple of mirth and sociability. Uere the 
grand product was good-humor; the groat exchange, hos- 
pitality; the one avocation, enjoyment. Here the most 
restless spirit contentedly folded its wing, and the most 
inveterate wanderer was tempted to stay his step. The 
'doors seemed to me a useless device ; they were made to 
tand open. And almost equally unnecessary were the roofs, 
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r tbc eky was always iimiling approbation on wlmf i 
{ bvlow. IV'0]i1l' of every nation ami prpjadice mel 
L' to BUbiiido into brotherhood, and the jretiias of ificir 
Mta vicrtvd it««1f but in the iuvetilion of new sjtella to 
ip]>ort BucU an intlitonci:. 'I'o ium up all iu a word — 
^ was thu Iri:la»d of America I Sun.<ly tlicro never was 
■neb a permissible corruption of a name as that by wbich 
people pronounced lliiit region Mcrryland. I had but one 
fault to find with it — Itob Merry ehoiild have been its 
governor ! 

I feel that my life, aa seen in thenc pages, mast seem 
lo have been one long gleam of sunshine, Blessed with a 
buoyant heart and some good-will for my fcllow-crestures, 
it is true that where I did not find a garden I planted one; 
but I can truly say that I linger over this retrospect with 
peculiar fondness. In England I had passed the Rpring 
and summer of my days, but here came the fall with more 
than usual plenteoudness. It was indeed a season of fruits 
wbich fed and fostered every volatile particle of my nat- 
ure; and, though I passed in a few years to soberer 
scenes, I cannot trace this reference but that it brightens 
np in memory's setting ray with the full glow of its de- 
parted gladneaa. 

One of the country friends whom I most frequently 
visited was a Mr. O'Donnell ; and at his tabic I heard 
some traditionary traits of Lord Baltimore, who bi-onght 
over the first settlers of Maryland — two hundred Roman 
Catholic families — under a grant frotn Charles L There 
seem to have been, in tliis man's character, many pleasing 
prognostics of the ultimate felicity of his adopted circle. 
He had fortitude, forethought, and a deep, undefiled spring 
of benevolence. Thus qualified to head an enterprise 
which planted the tree of liberty where it was destined 
l^^to shoot up and spread its grateful shelter over thousands, 
^Bb spirit seems to have entered into the atmosphere of 
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^W&e conntry and given to it its happy, harmonizing inflii- 

^ Mr. O'Donnell had in his posaeBsion a letter from Lord 
Baltimore to a Bcttlement of Swedes on the Deiawftre, who 
had sent to ascertain whetlicr he intended to molest them. 
Aa my friend was kind enough to permit my copying it, 
the reader may not object to my inserting a few lines 
which, had they been inscribed on every emigrant's ban- 
ner, might have kept the American woods from the stain 
of much crimson. 

The oppressed of ono country, I cannot become an 
oppressor in another. To me America is a city of refuge, 
not strife. The rights which my sovereign may have com- 
mitted to my keeping I am bound to guard, but these do 
not include the power of molesting my fellow -creatures. 
On the soil wliero I am a stranger our children may be- 
come brothers. With God and our consciences for our 
friends, pride, envy, and dissimulation will be our only 
enemies," 

As an evidence of the intelligence of this nobleman 
(the emphasis falls properly on the "noble"), my friend 
related to me an anecdote of the mode in which he re- 
iCeived a deputation from an Indian tribe, who sent to him 
with the same saspicions as the Swedes. The chief speak- 
er, after learning and wondering at the circumstances of 
the emigrant's origin and advent, remarked : " The pale- 
face has crossed the great salt lake to fight with the red- 
His lordship replied that this was not so. "How 

in the pale-face ait down on the land of the red man and 

it drive him away?" This conference was being held at 

light and on the sea-beacli, when, thrbngh a brilliant dome 

stars, the moon was rising from her summer bath. Lord 

laltimore pointed to the sky, and (through the interpreter) 
replied, "Let my brother look at those stars — they are 
many ; they are bright and glorious. Such are the red 
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. Will tfin yellow atkr which is dow coming from the 
displace them or pat oat their glory ? Sacb is the 
krhiti' man \" 

* IJr. O'Donnell, whose head wu as fall of anoodntc aa 
I hmrt WAH of good -nal ore, rclalml to me also Doctor 
muklin'a account of tho orif^in of tobacco, ■which, it ap- 
MFs, the worthy philosopher wtut in Uie hnhit of repeating 
rfcfnevcr he listened to any very marvellous narration, 
i with a gravity, I underBlaiid, well worthy of the cred- 
r miity of hilt details. A Swedish minister, be said, having 
I Wi one oocaiiion convened the ebiefs of tho Susquehanna 
Indians to hear an exposition of the truths of his belief, 
M soon M he bad cuncludcd one of them rose nnd desired 
he woahi attend to their tradition. " In the beginning," 
BMd be, " we bad only tbo tlcsb of animals to eat, and if 
they fai)(N], we starved. Two of our hnnlers haying hilled 
ft deer, boiled a part of it, when they saw a young woman 
Vftik down from the clouds and seat herself on a bill hard 
tby. Saidone to another, 'It is a spirit; sbehasGmelledour 
TAnison and wishes to partake of it.' They accordingly 
k^ercd her the tongue, which she ate with much avidity, 
■nd then told them, 'Your kindness shall ho rewarded; 
Wme here twelve moons hence and receive three presents.' 
After which sbo walked up into the clouds again. Onr 
fathers did as she commanded, and found that where she 
bad laid her right hand was a field of maize; where her 
left, a field of beans; and where she had deposited the 
IDoat honorable part of her person, a crop of tobacco 1" 

of my rambles at this time carried me over to West 
Jersey, where I was shown the grave of a dwarf who had 
attracted considerable notice about tho time of the com- 
mencement of the war. He was scarcely thirty-six inohea 
in height, yet of the most perfect proportions. But it was 
^^ not his form so much as his sph-it that had caused his ce- 
^■lebrity. The royal Thumb was not invested with a deeper 
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oonsciouaness of his own importance. Tbis seems anotber 
of tlie curious and loving provisions of Nature, a note in 
the grand barmony, by which as the frame declines from 
the ordinary standard its measure of self-esteem increaBes, 
so as to keep the object's notions on the point of personal 
dignity always on a level with those of his companions, 
even should they be veritable "sons of Anak," To the 
rest of the world only does this prompting of Nature ap- 
pear an absurd affectation, becanse tbey do not see why, 
as the bottle grows smaller, the spirit should necessarily 
become more essential. Among the amusing things related 
of liim was his interview with Washington, who, about 
the time of tho Trenton enterprise, passed a night in the 
bouse where he was domesticated. The general having 
discussed a variety of subjects with him, at length in- 
quired his political sentiments. "What do you expect," 
said he, " will bo tbe result of the war ?" " I can hardly 
at present form an opinion," replied tbe miniature, "for 
I havG not yet taken an active part." 

Our season bad sped on with a prosperity commcnanrale 
with the enjoyment of our private hours, when both were 
doomed to close in a shock and gloom which for many 
months hung over our little circle, defying all attempts 
to dispel it. Thia was caused by the death of my dearly 
esteemed friend, Robert Merry; the amiahle, tho intel- 
ligent, the truly-named Merry; bo who from his boyhood 
bad enjoyed the eulogium of never knowing an enemy, 
and whose life had been one long act of sympathy with 
«thei-s, lighting up smiles on haggard faces, and pouring 
npon saddened hearts the genial influences of bis vivify- 
ing spirit. At the meridian hour, which was gatbwing to 
him rich returns from all his friends, lie descended to the 
chamber and complexion of bis prototype— poor Yoriok. 

k There were some ominous circumstances connected with 
erry's death which made a strong impression upon 
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IB not of a tiappntitions tcmpcramrat, nnd in all ioex- 
psblc matUTH liiive chixwit to refer ihcir rayetery to 
be bidden pogsibility rather than trace trivial c0ectB to 
rlno ofji-nc-y. Bui «> toany cwt-a of s like kiiid hare 
puBcil tieforo mo that they havo had at least one good 
rMult — they have Iwl mt' into a more tolerant Rpirit in 
regard to points of faith. I have long ainoo felt myself 
williout authority to coniiidLT any mao's boliof a teea&nem 
bc(!iiM><> he cannot account for iL 
/ Merry had been latterly employed in writing a play, and 
one morning ho called on me to aay that ho ffltS^-ngaged 
to dine with a getith-innn who was going to London and 
would take it to Mr, Harris. The same day ho requested 
Mn. Merry to look over the last act and sec if she could 
ongifCNt any improvement in its catastrophe. lie returned 
in the evening in high Hpirits from hia friend's, where his 
more than usual effcr\'eBCcnce bad elicited an observation, 
to which he had replied, "My dear fellow, what yoa see 
rao I have been for tUcae forty years, and shall continue 
for another thirty." Finding his wife earnestly engaged 
at her taHk, ho would not disturb her, but took a kiss and 
bis candio and went up to bed. Mrs. Merry had dreamed, a 
few nights before, that hor husband had died suddenly and 
had appeared to her. When she mentioned this to him 
he rallied her in his usual way; but a night or two after 
he dreamed himself that bia brother had come to him in 
deep mourning, and when asked the reason had turned 
away and hid bis face; upon which Mrs, M., by some nn- 
aecoanlable impulse, remarked, " It was for you, Robert !" 
Not long after Merry bad retired, Mrs. Merry heard a 
groan proceeding, as it appeared, from beneath tbe table, 
■which sbe reasoned herself into believing a delusion, until 
it was repeated. In all that is meant by the term " moral 

Krage " I do not think th.it this truly lovable and escel- 
! woman was surpassed even by Mrs, Canning, of whose 
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Belf-posaeaBion I have given so strikuig an anecdoto in a 
former volume. Had a robber woke ber in the night, with 
a pistol at her car, she would have looked at bim calmly 
and selected Ibe key of ber cabinet with a steady finger; 
but her mind waa aa little proof against the terrors of the 
inexplicable aa are tboao who consider them communica- 
tions from the Deity. Sbo accordingly rang the bell for 
hor boat and bostesa, who, imagining It was the trick of 
eome unfeeling rogue in the atrcet, went out and looked, 
but without effect ; and in a bleak autumn night, the sicet 
falling and freezing fast, they did not think it probable 
that any one would purcbaae arauaoment so dearly. When 
they had rctumod to the drawing-room, Mrs, Merry, to 
get rid of tbcm, assented to their conviction that it was 
mere fancy ; but she read no more that night. 

The next morning Merry rose early, apparently quite 
well, and in ignorance of the above, and, descending to 
the gai-den, where he usually walked before breakfast, met 
the cook, for whom he had hia pun prepared aa regularly 
as she had his coffee. Mra, Merry came down soon after 
to complete her revision of the play, and the servant go- 
ing out to call ber husband when the breakfast was ready, 
found him stretched upon the pathway in a fit of apo- 
plexy. Here, half-buried in the snow which had fallen 
plentifully during the night, it ia probable ho had re- 
mained some time, incapable of rising or calling for aasiat- 
ance. The chill thus rcoeived must have haatoned the 
return of the attack. When the alarm was given, Mra. 
Merry was hnrried up-stairs and her husband conveyed 
to the drawing-room, where his head was accidentally 
placed exactly upon the spot whence she bad imagined 
the groan had proceeded. The reader may conceive her 
feelings when, on entering the room, she perceived this 
coincidence. 

Merry's uauio hurried all ihc akill of Baltimore to his 
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aeaiiitaiicc, but the grasp of mortality was too firmly 
unloDsod, tliougli liu rocoverud for a brief space the full 
use of his Bpeecli and his mental faculties, and with theui 
ibe inseparable flow of hia vivacity. We were commenc- 
ing rehearsal when the news reached the theatre, and I 
flew to his houGe with Wood,* who had made bis d^ul a 
few cvciiinga previous in the comedy of " Si-crels Worth 
Knowing." We found Merry propped in a chair, tapping 
his snuff-box and smiling a reproof at bis wife's emotion, 
I while tbo physicians were holding a consultation in one 
I'Comer of the room. When his eye fell upon Wood ho 
jould not restrain bis ruling propensity, but,, taking a 
ifinch of snuff, exclaimed, "Aba! now the consultation 
Kvill be complete ; here'a Doctor Plethora come to see me." 
KTbrce hoars after this ho breathed hia last (and perhaps 
lliis only) sigh upon bis wife's bosom. 

Uis interment drew forth tbo strongest expression of 
Iprivato sympathy I have ever witnessed; it appeared to 

that half tbc population of Maryland walked after the 

• WiLLiAV B. Wood. Wood is only reraombcrod in the present dftj by 

1 "Persona! Reool lections of llie American Stage," Pliiladclphia, 180B; 
a rnlualjle contribution to dmmalio lii^tory, and a good ciamplo of the 

■antoblf^Bpbia literotura io nliiuh so mnn; ncinbei'S of liia profession iu 

n- generations were fond of indulging. Win. B. Wood was bom in 

** Uontrefll, in 1779, bis fntlier, rt goldstnilii of Xew Tarb, having gone to 

the Ciioadoa during Ibc Rcrolutioniiry War. In 1703 be mado his flrgt 

appearance as na actor wlib the Fbiladelphis Company, andcr the msn- 

^mcnt of Wignell, at (he Annapolis Theatre, and as George Barnwell. 

wna a member of Mr. Wigncll's conipmy in Pliiladclpliin, and treas- 

ir of tbc theatre for a Dumber of years. In 1801 bo mailed Jullanii 

IWcstray, an aelrcas of some repute. In 1810, in partnership with William 

Ton, he became Dionager of the Cliestnut Street Theatre, a position ha 

for siitocn ycors. He took formal Icaro of the stage at tlia Walnut 

St Theatre as Sergeant Anaterliti, in tho "Old Gaard," Not. 18, 18*8. 

lied in Fhiladclphin, in 18SI, Be voa a dose student of hie profcs- 

, and won liis way by bard work mther (ban by inherent (nlent for tbc 

B. Ho played many parts tnd none of tlicm bndty. 
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dismal Tchiclo which now shrouded the snn of our circle. 
Many men have passed away who have done more service 
to their country, and added greater treasures to its litera- 
ture, and who, let the tide of time sweep at its will, have 
cast anchor effectually in the public memory; but none 
have ha3 hearts which beat with a livelier impulse for the 
well-being of humanity; none have given proofs of a will- 
ingness to do more had the ability been greater. 

In compliance with Mrs. Merry's wish I wrote his epi- 
taph, which I now insert as a last tribute to his memory: 

Jlero liaa Eubert Merrj, the generous, the kind, 

Wboao nunc nna tlio truest respoDse to bU mind ; 

'Bia heart witli no burden naa destined to heare, 

SuTs ia listening to sorrow^ be couli! not reliere. 
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I 1709.— Life in VirgiiiU ; t, WorJ hr tlic Plnntcri ; llio Wur u Jlornl Ku- 
gcDontor; H&nner*, Tutrii, «nJ thu l/tdiea. — K PUntcr'a Li/e before 
the War; StraUgoms toUbMlnCompanioiu; Ordinaries. — Public Direr- 
■loiu: lUdng ■( Willl>m>biirgh ; Quarlcr-radnK i Huiiling in Virginia; 
KD Ailri'nliin.'. — K«Dti) TrmliUuns: CspUln Sinidi; bis Discipline; 
Ills Ropilci ; rocibantu in Engianil ; an tnilinn Taking Ihe Cudsus. — 
Oo&TieU In Virgiuin.— Dr. Franlclin'a Pitaent to Bir Uolxti Wnlpole.— 
A Hunurutu Criminal; CouTicliou and CuiiTcrviun. — A OuTcmor's 
Speech in ISTO. — Leclating Eicuraion. — Cooper llie TrageilioD ; hia 
Courage. — VirgiDia TraTclling.^Onllitiipperi and Motquiloea. — Patriot 
PIga. — Blacksmith's Cure for InMnit}'. — (jtenernl Lcc and tlie Qualtcrs. — 
A UadagascitT Houstcr. — Traditioo of " Blaclilward's " Sbtitl. 

Thb Slimmer o£ I'idd I passed in Virginia, my profes- 
sional visits, alternating between Richmond and Norfolk, 
being relieved by excursions to various parts of the state, 
at the invitation of that truly hospitable race — the plant- 
ers. Among these I met men of high intelligence and 
even refinement, whose conviviality not making its agent 
its end, could be, like their owu summers, as radiant as it 
was warm., J No class of persona that I know of has been 
so harshly judged as the planters, the sins of the fathers 
having been visited upon the tentli generation. Abroad 
and at home, worthy persons whose hearts throw a mist 
round tbeir brains have confounded the necessity of the 
present with the evil of the past, have let the ciimes of 
discolor the many, and the iniquity of a system 
vouch for that of individuals. Herein has lain the error 
and the wrong, Unless a man has been willing to break 
np this system at the cost of his own ntter ruin he has 
been pronounced a selfish barbarian, a loathsome maggot 
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complacently fatteniog on corruption. In nine cases out 
of ten the supporters of the system hava been its greatest 
victims. I do not hesitate to say they have been among 
its sincei'cst dotestora. It certainly is no enviable lot when 
a man, happening to be bom on a particular spot which is 
cnraed with an indiaposable legacy, can be put in a pillory 
by every enthusiast who makes feeling, not fact, hia rule 
of reasoning, I do not remember a singlo instance of a 
planter defending the origin of his possessions, or one who 
defended the continnance of elavery by other than this 
single argument; that hnman agency is required in the 
cultivation of the Southern soil, while the extreme heat is 
not to be supported aavo by Africans or natives. The 
negro, if manumitted and paid for his labor, can live upon 
so iittio that he would not do half that ia required; and, 
till the country becomes so populated that work shall be- 
come scarce, the white will never take his place. 

As to the planters, look at their education. Were the 
many guilty of the atrocities which have been proved 
against a few, could they be marvelled at when we con- 
sider the furnace in which they have been heated and 
hardened, the mode in which thoy have been trained into 
indifference to fellow flesh and blood, a habit of command 
and unlimited indulgence? Like the old feudal barona, 
their whole life is a temptation, through absence of re- 
straint. They have had but one check upon their passions 
—goodness of heart. If all men's forbearance through life 
oonid be brought to this test would not the virtue of char- 
ity be somewhat more catholic ? Again, in the old times it 
was next to impossible for a man to rear a family without 
relieving the abrupt contrast of white and black in-doors 
by certain intermediate shades; while devotion to the mya- 
terics of mint-sling, jockeyship, and cock-fighting arose 
■from his associating only with his own class, or with the 
vorst cxportations of Europe. lusensible to the ^Icasites. 
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^^B of refincmont, ho was unconscious of the necessity of 6 

^H wnpto, anil, luvi-lHng all below Iiiai to n footing with bis 

^^1 Blaves, felt no obligation to provide for human dignity 

^H ftnd romfort by vatabliithing c<lDcalion. Id the North the 

^^V merclianta were tho leading body, while the farmers and 

^^V mcclianica formed a miJdlo rank. Society in the South 

^H eoDitstcd but of two classes — high and low. Here tiie 

^M aristocracy were tho landowners, to whom the inhabitants 

^f of citii'H were but agentd for the export of their produce. 

In tho ronner> tho education of tho middle class bad led 

to a general diffusion of knowledgu among the poor. In 

tho latter, tho parcelling of property into comparative 

dukedoms annihilated a medium (for the farmers of the 

slave states were too few to be considered), and there was 

no public instruction to prevent the poor from falling vie- 

Itims to the worst poiutu of their superiors. It can be no 
marvel, therefore, that for many years the planters were 
a race of epicureans, and the lower orders a horde of vag- 
abonds; that the slaves were tho only laborers in the state, 
and that freedom, either in high or low, consisted in a 
mere despotism of the senses. But the war proved a great 
mor.lI as well as political regenerator. At tho first threat 
of oppression, Virginia — tho effeminate, diBsoluto Virginia 
— roused into a masculine energy which fixed the eyes of 
the colonies. She formed the Southern nucleus of resist- 
ance, her proprietors becoming a band of skilful leaders, 
around whom gathered legions of dovoted soldiers. But 

I this was not all — she grasped hor less decided neighbors 
and bound them indisaoliibly to the Union, for Virginia 
and New England may be truly said to Iiavo "hooped" 
the confederacy. The contest gave birth to no higher 
evidences of patriotism than were afforded by the planters, 
when, in the heart of the English anny, they sundered the 
lies of English patronage, provoking the confiscation of 
their property, to endure every species of personal priva- ■ 
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I lion — Bome proof that tliey liave not been always the 
selfish anil cohl-blooded bcinga tbey have bo oftian been 
termed. In tlieir manners ibey have ever been austere to 
tbeir inferiors, and, ivhen abroad, reserved with tlieir 
equals; but all frost vaniahod the moment you crossed 
their threshold. That was a minute but jtistantancoua 
division between the frigid and the torrid zone; a warmth 
— truly Irish — succeeded, and you were welcotnod to a land 
of liberty. In all their domestic arrangcmontB the taste 
I was evidently French, with some local modifications which 
I wore not displeasing. Though deficient in architectural 
beauty or stability, many of their dwellings were inter- 
nally palaces. Their furniture, pictures, and musical in- 
struments were aU imported from Europe, But this did 
not surprise me so ranch as the tone of their conversation. 
Their favorite topics were European, and I found men 
leading secluded lives in the woods of Virginia perfectly 
au fait as to the literary, dramatic, and personal gossip 
of London and Paris. But the mystery was soon ex- 
plained: they had all boon educated in France or England 
(a practice which ceased at the Revolution), had made a 
tonr of the Continent, and maintained a voluminous cor- 
respondence ever since. At one house I met with a gen- 
tleman who had participated in my revels at the London 
clubs. His memory was a storehouse of anecdote which he 
flavored by a peculiarly happy faculty of imitation, the 
rapturous manner in which the company recognized the 
originals often making me look round to see if I was not 
once more snugly ensconced over the jiiazza at Covent 
Garden. 

Of the planters' ladies I must speak in terms of noquali- 
fied praise; they had an easy kindliness of manner, as far 

I removed from rudeness as from reserve, which being nat- 
aral to them (for they minted with no society) was the 
ioiore admirable. In a woman I would always hava ■0&.<; 
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lieart to lie tlio cliicf source of lior ftiscination. The one 
thing 1 did not quito approve of was the juvenile period 
at which ihi-y btuomcti and decayed. A lady here was 
in the hubil of marrying tioarly ten years earlier than a 
European, so that at twenty, if slio had proved a fruitful 
olive, lior hiishand'H table was nurrouuded with tall shoots 
snfBclcut to supply bini with shade for the remainder of 
his days. At thirty — the glowing sumniGr of an English 
dame — &ho had fallen into "the Borc leaf;" and at forty 
— the autumn fulness of a royal taste, the bei age of St. 
James's — thu faces of these matrons of the West are cut 
np into as many lines aa a map of Europe. Neverthelesa, 
to the influence of their society I chiefly attribute their 
hnsbands' refinement, and, in proof, I cannot, perhaps, 
more amuso the reader than by showing the contrast of a 
planter's life some twenty years previous, when, marriage 
being made a mere mode of conveying property, every 
woman was looked on as an animal, and every house was 
a harem. 

During summer he used to rie^ about nine, when he 
exerted himsdf to walk as far as his stables to look at 
the stnd whieh ho kept for the races ; at ten he break- 
fasted on coffee, eggs, and hoe-cake, concluding it with 
the commencement of his diurnal potations — a stiff glass 
of mint-sling — a taking disorder peculiar to the South, 
lie then sought the coolest room and stretched himself on 
a pallet in his shirt and trousers, with a negress at his 
head and another at bis feet to keep off the flies and pro- 
mote reflection. Between twelve and one his throat would 
require another emulsion, and he would sip half a pint of 
some mystery termed bumbo, apple-toddy, or pumpkin 
flip. lie then mounted a pony, and, with an umbrella 
over his head, rode gently round his estate to converse 
with his overseers. At three he dined, and drank every- 
\tiiing — brandy, claret, cider, Madeira, punch, and aan- 
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garee, then resumed liia pallet, with Iiis iiegresses, and 
meditated until tea-time — though he was not particular 
about tea, unless friends with womenkind dropped in. 
The inflammation in hia throat returned about dusk, 
and he prescribed for himself cooling washes until bed- 
time. From this detail the reader will surmise that a 
planter was a reptile only to be preserved in spirits; but 
I must guard against the error that he was by choice a 
Bolitary toper. On the contrary, he strained every nerve 
to pick np companions, and it was only when in utter 
despair of obtaining this pleasure that he gave himself 
np to bumbo, Dinah, 3 mattress, and mcditatioo. Many 
humorous instances were related to me of the plans ho 
adopted to draw guests to his convivial roof in the un- 
tracked woods of the interior. One of the most striking 
was the following : 

On the morning of " a clear day " — a decided scorcher 
— be would order a wagon to be packed with a tub con- 
taining bottles of every compound in big closets — sling, 
nog, flip, and toddy, together with their elements, spir- 
its, lemons, sugar, etc. ; a pair of rifles, shot, and powder; 
a fishing-rod and tackle; soap, towels, clean linen and nan- 
keens; and a canvas awning with poles and cords to suji- 
port it. Ho then took his seat in the vehicle, and, attended 
by a train of blacks, was driven slowly to the nearest 
highway, along which he proceeded till he came to a clear, 
clay-bottomed pond. The wagon was then backed into 
the water where the depth was breast-high, the poles were 
firmly driven into tbe bottom, the awning stretched over 
tbcm, and the horses being turned into tbe woods, the pro- 
prietor disarrayed himself and descended into this local 
bath. After amusing himself with a few minutes' splash- 
ing, a board was slid down from the wagon to support 
' liim in a recumbent position, and the tub, like a riehly- 
1' freighted West-Indiaman, was committed to the deep ar ' 
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^m moored bciiiiln liim. ArrangemenU were now tnado for 

^Ktlie bunincM of the day; while one cbonj was placed in 

^■'^ar|;e of ihc c-alilv, anoUnT carried out a line from fau 

^■'floating fiithitig-rod, standing ready lo give him notico of 

^K A bite; a third placed bi« rifles on tho tab, that be might 

^f pop at tho first bird thai offcrud; and two others were 

4(!«patcbed in opposite directions to watch if travellers 

wore approaoliirig. Thus combiDing the four staple ettjoy- 

tnciits of bathing, dnnklng, shooting, and tisbing, this 

IlVcftern tjardanapaius marked tho furuaco in the skies 
Iburn away, hut not with a contented heart. He sighed 
for a victim ; his toils were spread and ho hungered for 
lijs prey, lu tho deep solitude that reigned around, hia 
car was triply alivo to human sounds; tho creak of a cart- 
wbevl had more nittsic for him than the finest notes of a 
thrush, and the sight of any person, not a negro, more 
beauty than tho loveliest landscape. If at length the form 
of a stranger appeared, ho sprang from liis plank and 
shouted an invitation to alight and take a drop of some- 
thing sociable. If the traveller refused, up went the riflo 
to his shoulder, and compli.inco was demanded in the tone 
of a European footpad. The stranger now saw that pleas- 
I nre was policy, however urgent might be his husinesa; 
but if he were so unguarded as to yield to his next request 
to "strip and take a swim," he speedily found himself 
irretrievably in tho clutches of this human alligator. The 
planter fixed in him all the claws of nog, flip, sling, and 
toddy, until the brain of the victim became so confused 
that the grinning negroes had no difficulty in stowing Mm 
into the wagon, whereupon the poles were struck, the 
horses buckled in, and the delighted planter returned 
home with his prino, whom he probably cooped up in a 
back-room with a chevaitx-de-frise of bottles, until, by 

mo desperate effort, the captive mado bis escape. 
^Another and more civilized plan was to send tho ne- 



1 



■ RETROSPECTIONS OF AltERICA. 153 

groes round at nightfall to the nearest inns (hero very 
properly termed " ordinaries "), with a note to any lady or 
gentleman who might be putting up there, stating that if 

ihey did not like their aceommodation, Mr. would 

be happy to see them at hia house close by, to which a 
black with a lantern would conduct them. This system 
was often successful; for, in tbo old limes, all you could 
obtain at these places were eggs and bacon, hoe-cako, and 
peach brandy; a bed stuffed with shavings, on a frame 
that rocked like a cradle, and in a room so well ventilated 
that a traveller had some difficulty in keeping his umbrella 
erect, if endeavoring, under this convenience, to find shel- 
ter from the rain while in bed. But as tho planter's hos- 
pitality proved such an antagonist to the landlord's inter- 
ests, the latter always had it made np to hira in presents, 
BO that all parties were well content ; and, probably, tho 
only sufferer in the end was the cerebellum of tho guest. 
Whether the decline of such a spirit may be deplored or 
not, it ia not to be wondered at. As emigranta began to 
pour into the woods a planter had seldom occasion to lift 
his rifle to his shoulder in demanding their society, but, 
on the contrary, he probably soon obtained those who re- 
quired some such gesticulation to he got rid of. 

I was much amused by a story I onco heard of a propri- 
etor sending to an inn one evening, when he was in un- 
usually good spirits, to desire Iho company of any stray 
gentleman who would bo far favor him; and his sablo 
Mercury returning with a New-England preacher who was 
journeying on a crusade against slavery, and who imme- 
diately commenced tracing a comparison between the 
planter and Beelzebub, which lasted until daylight. 

At the time of which I am writing, racing was still tho 
ruling diversion. To the credit of their taate and feeling, 
that vulgar brutality, coGk6ghting, had long fallen into 
neglect. While of sling, under proper circumstances. 
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namely, a certain timo of liTc atiil time of Diglil, I i 
declare my nntjiialificd apiirohalion, with their racing, 
aiao, I was higUly ploasc<I. 1 attviidcl thuir principal 
coumc at Williamsburg, and better order and arrange- 
ment I ha<l never soen at Nuwmarkct. IforscB of all ages 
ran for subscription pumes, two out of three four-mJle 
beats won £100 the first day, and £50 every other, the 
noea generally laitting a week. The riders were cbtofly 
their owners; and I was informed that their knowledge 
of the science of jockcyship was quite as profound as that 
of the English nobility. This is no small praise. To the 
eye of an ignoramus like myself everything seemed per- 
fectly fair, nor was my esteem for my acquaintances les- 
■oned by the position I saw tliem in, since, when tbe ride 
was over, they did not bring the stable into their houses. 
Hy attention was most attracted by their horses : such a 
variety of heights and shapes would have made an English 
turf-hunter stare. Imagine, beside the sleek, proud, well- 
trained, elegant-limbed English racer, just imported, and 
pawing the ground with the conscious dignity of an aris- 
tocrat, a low, long-backed, shaggy plebeian, undressed and 
dirty, his legs pillars, and his monstrous head set upon a 
*thort, straight neck, poking the earth as if ashamed of his 
|)rc8umption in venturing into such noble company. Judg- 
ing with a common eye,I gave the republican no chance; 
indeed, I ventured upon a small bet that this four-legged 
Caliban, this outrage ou all the rules of English stable 
loi*^ would imagine tliat he had a cart at his tail, and not 
achieve the winning-post before sundown. What, then, 
was my surprise when, on the signal for starting, away 
this fellow went, all fire and spirits, not galloping or 
springing secundnni artem, but scouring the earth like a 
demon of pestilence, his nose erect as if he snuffed a dis- 
tent feed of corn, and his mane and tail floatiug like a 
Urate's pennons. His rider, a tall man in red sleeves. 
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whose only solicitude was to keep his seat, gave ine an 
idea of iEolus, the god of Btorms, hiuTjing over the ocean 
to engalf a fleet. I neetl scarcely say that, to the sbamo 
of all scieHce and propriety, this animal came in first, and 
without whip or spur. But he crowned his triumph with 
a real trait of magnanimity. When the noble Briton 
arched his neck with his usual air of high -breeding, the 
victor, heedless of the ahouta about him, poked his nose 
again into the ground, as if only anxious to show that 
hnmiJity which ever -iiarka the true hero. 

Moro fun, however, prevailed at another species of this 
diversion, peculiar to the interior, called "quarter-racing," 
which was a match between a pair of horses to run a quain- 
ter of a mile in a straight direction. This feat usually 
took place near some tavern, in a field where a path was 
hedged in, about ten feet wide, for the competitors, the 
sides of which were generally lined by a motley multitude 
of negroes, Dutchmen, Yankee pedlera, and backwoods- 
men, among whom, with long whips in their hands to 
clear the ground, moved the proprietors and betters, riding 
or leading their horses. The cattle for this contest were 
a peculiar breed, somewhat larger than ponies, shaggy as 
bears, but frisky as lambs. When the start was given 
they went off at full speed, ao that the affair was over be- 
fore yon imagined it begun. The event was always pro- 
iclaimed by a tornado of applause from the winner's party, 
the niggers in particular hallooing, jumping, and clapping 
their hands in a frenzy of delight, more especially if the 
horses had happened to jostle and one of the riders been 
thrown off with a broken leg; whereupon the defeated 
owner, or some friend for him, always dealt out retri- 
bution with his whip, for the purpose, as he termed it, of 
maintaining order. Sometimes twenty of these whip syl- 
labubs would take place in a d.ay, and then the diversions 
Arould bo wound up by trials at riflc-Ghooting, cock-j 
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ing, Bti<] boxiD^r; so that, wlint with the wrangling 
owners, the slang of tho groum.4, tlic fun of the nigger^ 
tnd the diversities of other chanwrters upon the ground — 
tbo miiMciilnr bat k woodsman contrasting in frame and spirit 
with tho lanky New-Yorker, and tho quiet calculation of 
both with tlio cpithotical jabber of the " Connecticut cbapa" 
1 scene of thi4 sort was one of the most animated and 
primitive I bad tho fortune to stumble on. 

Tlio last and least frequent mode of pausing time that 
I partook of in Virginia was hunting. It ia a carious 
thing that, with few or none uf the doraeatia tastes of tho 
mother-country, tlio slave states alone were decidedly 
English in their public amusements. Wliether the impor- 
bition of these had been generally beneficial to so young 
a country is another question. The planters had wealth 
and leisure, two incentivea to enjoyment, besides a greater 
than either — a warm climate. Climate, in fact, makes all 
the difference. It is an easy thing to be a stoic in a cold 
one, the absence of temptation always loading a man to 
[ flatter himself into a belief of his superior goodness. 
I However, hunting, unattended by the Bacchanalian eli- 
9 of Lincolnshire, could not come under the ban of 
kevcn the "Blue Jjaws." It w.ia a healthy recreation and 
f aervcd to increase a man's knowledge of topograjihy — per- 
I haps of geology also — for how many specimens of earth 
does a ihorongh Nimrod of any country bring home on 
his garments if, with the true martyr-like perseverance of 
his tribe, ho turns neither to the right nor to the left in 
pursuit of his object. 

But hunting in Virginia, like every other social exotic, 

I was a far different thing from its English original. The 
meaning of the latter ia simple and explicit. A party of 
horsemen meet at an appointed spot and hoar, to tarn up 
pr turn out a deer or a fox, and pursue him to a standstill. 
Bere a local peculiarity — the abundance of game — apsets 
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all system. The practice seemed to be for the company 
to enter tho wood, beat up tbe quaitcTS of anything, from 
a stag to a snake, and take their cliancc for a chase. If 
the game went off well, and it was possible to follow it 
through the thickets and morasses, ten to one that at 
every hundred yards up sprung so many rivals that horses 
and hunters were puzzled which to select, and every buck, 
if he chose, could have a deer to himself — an arrangement 
that 1 was to5d proved generally satisfactory, since it 
enabled the worst rider, when all was over, to talk about 
as many ditlicultiee surmounted as the best. 

A friend of mine near Richmond, who had a pack of 
hounds, invited me to go out with him at the next meet- 
ing, proffering the use of a thorough-bred quadruped. I 
accepted the kindness, but more with a view of discover- 
ing what the sport consisted of llian from any abstract 
love of it. My chaso through life had been of a different 
species, and I take the liberty of relating this deviation 
after other game merely because it gave rise to an adven- 
ture and a train of reflection. One cool and cloudy morning 
I trotted with my friend to the scone of action, where I met 
a host of acqaaintanoes, all of whom entertained the idea 
that I was a superior rider, which really means a man who 
believes his skull to bo so thick that there can be no dan- 
ger of cracking it. Our salutations were soon over, and 
we proceeded to hostilities by skulking into a dark wood, 
while I perceived that every eye was fixed upon me in 
evident cipectation of something extraordinary. In a few 
minutes the bounds opened, a young red-deer went off, 
and, from the spirit of my horse and the thick array of 
br.inches, I was in some danger of following his example. 
Luckily, however, the game took to a field, and there, with 
the inspiration of tho general yelling, I certainly did mas- 
ter two or three hedges and ditches in a stylo that sur- 
prised myself, and riveted my friends in their delusic 
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& ttliort Uinc I got separated from tho rest, and found 
nyai^lf sjccain in ihal Tartarean wood wbcru, every stomp 
tbrcatoning a caso for a Bur^eoo, a calculating trot waa 
Ibe utmo!it I could accomiiliiih. Before loug I Iioard a 
tnstting in tho buHliva before me, aod then saw an animal, 
|Vhieh 1 took for our fugitive, fpriiig away to escape; bat, 
defiance of all obstacles, I pressed him so close that he 
took it in diiilgcon, aiid, turning round, displayed a fine 
of teeth and uttered a low growl. What this beast 
wan, according to Linnieus, I have never been able to 
make out. My survey was so concentrated on the con. 
Hructiuii of hix jaws that I neglected to note his other 
features. But I think the most fervid natural philosopher 
would havo concurred in my query — not. Is this beast a 
wolf or a panther F — but, Hub he dined ? It was evident 
1 had mistaken tho individual, and, as he seemed to con- 
aider an apology was due to him, I felt that the best 
would bo to desist from further intrusion. Accordingly 
I turned round, and in a few springs gained once more the 
open. All sound of the chase had now died away, and 
I found myself alone in a strange country without the 
slightest means of obtaining;; a clew to the track of my oora- 
paniona. In this dilemma I threw the reins on my steed's 
neck (agreeably to the rule of those oft -bewildered gen- 
tlemen, tho knights -errant), and, at an easy canter, he car- 
ried me some miles across country without my perceiving 
road, house, or human being. At length, beginning to sus- 
pect his judgment, I reined up, when the cry of the hounds 
came suddenly upon us in the direction we were going. 
My Bucephalus needed neither voice nor spur to renew 
his beat pace^boga and brakes glided past me with fear- 
ful rapidity — and, lol at a bound he brought me into an 
area where the deer had been run to hay on the edge of a 
deep atreara, in whicli ail the horses were splashing and 
lorting. 1 was actaally thejtrst i)i at the death/ The 
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compliments aud congratulations which I now received on 
all sides for ray extraordinary ridiug would take pages to 
enumerate. I must have crossed rocks and swamps which 
they had been compelled to skirt ; in fact, I had done more 
than any hunter io Virginia had ever achieved before me, 
I Aa I was not in a humor to quarrel with this reputation, 

il affected to refer all the merit to my borso ; but, aa we 
logged home to dinner, 1 could not help settling into the 
nonviction, how much more, after all, a man's fame in 
this world depends upon accident than on ability! 
As I was always interested in local traditions, one of my 
friends related to me some concerning Captain Smith, the 
first explorer of Virginia, and bis well-known enamoured 
wild girl — the pure, though passionate, Pocahontas. Of 
all the early adventurers Smith seems to have poBsossed 
the greatest amount of estimable qualities. With consid- 
erable skill as a navigator ho combined a spirit of enter- 
prise which aimed at honorable ends. Wild as had been 
hia career as a soldier of fortune in nearly all parts of Eu- 
rope, principles of rectitude and benevolence are seen in 
his subsequent life, not less in the publication of his dis- 
coveries than in bis conduct iu the government of the col- 
ony. One thing is very obvious — hia ruling object was 
not his own aggrandizement; and this is no small praise 
when we consider the veil which romance has often thrown 
over the nakedness of robbery; the proverbial ease with 
which success becomes a cosmetic for the hideousiiesa of 
crime. Some evidence of his character may be gleaned 
from the moral discipline which he established in Virginia, 
apparently so much at variance with the habits of his 
early life. Leading a party into the woods on one occa- 
sion to fell limber, a broken-down prodigal who had been 
exported by his family as a last resource bad handled the 

I axe hut a few minutes when his fingers began to blister, 
jkhereupon ho vented his indignation in a series of em- 
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phatio ci3tlia. Sinilb remon3trgtc>(l with him on tlio im- 
[iropriety of liia langun^, but finding thiit ho pcreistGd, 
onlcrcil liU exclamations to be iiumbcrcd, and wliun they 
returned homo cumpollvd tho delinqiipnl to have a can of 
water ponn^d down bis sleeve for every offence. TUia 
mode of puuishmcnt proved a spetdy purifior of the Ian- 
•mgo of his followers, 

Thoro was mnch magnanimity in his reply to some old 
of I'liitua who onco proposed to set him up with a 
ship and stores if he would make a deseent upon tho 
South American coasts, where riches were speedily amassed 
by baceaneering. "I have been told," he replied, "that 
riches make life pass swiftly and pleasantly, and that 'tis 
ntfae poor man only who grows really old ; but it doth seeia 
to me that could I consent to rob men that never wronged 
me, tho peaceful and well-doing, perchance the widow 
and the oqdian, my days would of a sudden grow to such 
intolerable length I should pray God to shorten them." 

He gave, too, a pleasing proof of Ingenuity when Pow- 
hattan, the royal father of Pocahontas, inquired the caase 
of their dtffierenoe of color, and the white-man's motives 
in crossing the "Great Salt Lake," "In the beginning," 
said he, " Manito placed one family on earth, a father and 
four sons, and they were white. To one son he gave the 
East, to another the South, and to another the West. He 
had another portion for the youngest son, but he was wil- 
ful, left hia home, and wandered by a northern path into 
the woods of the land beyond the great salt lake, at which 
Manito was wroth, and the shade of his displeasure fell 
npon the red-man's face. But the children of the East 
continued to live in his presence and enjoy his Kraile, which 
kept their faces white, until at last Manito bid them go 
over the great lake and embrace their red brother, and so 
toing him back to hia obedience," 

"^f Pocahontas, the Indian girl, the fair, fond, and fan 
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ful, what can we say tut that she is one whom histoiy and 
tradition alike delight to honor, as an instance of NatoTc 
perfecting a work hcyond the power of Art to improve. 
Her heart was stored with bo much confidence in others' 
goodness that it was itself kept pure, and had an oracle of 
conduct given it in every impulse. In addition to this, when 
we know that she was the child of a clime where woman- 
hood follows at once on infancy, and where imagination, 
like an uncaged bird, was ever on the wing, we cannot 
wonder at the fervor of her passion for the gallant navi- 
gator, whose person and pursuits appealed so powerfully 
to hor superstition as well as to her softer feelings. By 
her intervention the whites were secured from m.olestatioo, 
and their alliance cemented by her subsequent marriage 
with Mr. Rolfc, a worthy person, who converted her to 
Christianity and brought her to England. Though she 
did not herself live to return to Virginia, her child did so, 
and became the ancestor of my informant. 

Among the characteristic traits related of her, none 
pleased me more than her reply to a lady of the court, 
shortly after her presentation, who asked her, " What is 
love?" The child of the woods paused an instant and 
leplied, "It is life !" Equally happy was her explanation 
of a storm at sea, which she termed " Manito walking on 
the water," Ilcr visit to England dazzled mueh more 
than it delighted her, for Nature had given her so pure a 
taste that it kept her senses in subjection. After she had 
been presented to Queen Anne, and while the fall glitter 
of royalty had just passed before her eyes, she was found 
Bitting aione and in tears. Iler husband, imagining this 
could result but from one cause, said to hor, "You are 
thinking of the many precious stones upon our queen's 
breast?" She sliook bcr head. " Why, then, are you sad f" 
Is not the earth sad?" she replied, "it is now three days 
i&t the sun has bid himself." Not all the brilliance of 



RETROSPECriONB OF AVEBICA. 



r 

^Hho EngliNl) <^nurt oould compoiisato lior for clondy b 
^HEbniuIumo, her brotlicr-in-Uv, who accompanied Ikt to 
^^poglanil, lia<] licon pnjoinctl by I*owliatnn to lake note 
how mail)' [icoiiIq tbe country contained, for which par- 
jwsp he took a short slick, and, on landing at Plymoath, 
IfCgnn to cal a notch for fvery fresh face he met. It 
may he su|ipoaed that this mode of computation did not 
Ion;; suffice. It was night when he landed on rutuming 
to hia native soil, and the king, bearing in mind the im- 
^^ortant question, iniftantly put it to him. Toraolomo ro- 
^^Mied by a significant gesture. He pointed to the stars. 
^^ The least pleasing retrospect in connection with this 
■tate is the moral stain which England inflicted upon it in 
making it a receptacle for convicts. Nothing has proved 
the source of eo much unfounded obloquy, for, to this 
day. Englishmen entertain the absurd notion that those 
manacled wretches, on obtaining their liberty, by some 
hocus-pocus purchaacd estates and became the fathers of 
the present gentry. The drunken jest of the comedian 
Cooke, when he asked for their "family jewels," tbe 
" Birmingham bracelets," was but the expression of a very 
general conviction. It would be awkward, certainly, for 
moat countries to look too deeply into their origin, with a 
view to prove its perfect purity ; but England could not 
claim to he an exception, since her blood, which has for 
ages been a pool drained from all Europe, would present 
to tbe analyzer some of the most heterogeneous elements. 
Dr. Franklin entertained a due sense of the insult of- 
fered to his country by the above practice, and expressed 
it with his usual power of sarcasm, when ho sent to Sir 
Robert Walpolo a present of rattlesnakes, to be put in 
the ting's gardens at Kew, "in return for the curious 
venomous replilea the minister had been pleased to prc- 
^H-Dt to Virgin i a." But that tbe subject is repulsive to 
^^L'SlI upon, I might insert some singular particulars re- 
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Bpecting these honorable exiles, many of whom, like tigers 
at piay, were amusing to contemplate tliough dangcroiis 
to approach. Ono especially, of the name of Boroughs, 
stood out in bold relief. This fellow possessed very su- 
perior mental ahilitiea. His reasonings leading him to 
look on men as, in fact, but a race of plunderers under 
various names, he inferred his right to make war on all 
parties — to be, in fact, a social Arab. Such a philoso- 
phy, it will be supposed, was accompanied with some 
humor ; indeed, it is a melancholy fact that vagabonds 
are generally the greatest humorists. Shakespeare thought 
BO, or he would not have favored ns with snch an illus- 
trious example as Sir John Falstaff. It is related of Bor- 
oughs that, conversing ono day with the chaplain of the 
fort, he observed, "Your task, sir, is much easier than 
that of other ministers." "Easier!" exclaimed the clergy- 
man with a stare — "easier, how?" "Why, you tcl! me 
that, in every Christian, conviction must precede repent- 
ance. Now we are convicted to your hands, you have only 
got to convert us." Another instance was when, for some 
offence, he was sentenced to mount tlie "wooden horse," 
or military stocks. The chaplain, who had entertained 
hopes of bringing Boroughs to a sense of his transgrea- 
Bions, saw him with mingled soiTOW and indignation, and 
asked what he was doiog. "Doing, sir? I am t.iking 
your advice." "Mine?" "Yes; I am running the Chris- 
tian race — 'steadfast and immovable.'" 

In perfect liarmony with the presence of convicts was 
the mental bondage of the lower orders, which would 
appear to have been in the first instance the crime of the 
^^L government. The radical hostility of tyrants to the cir- 
^H oulation of tbooght was never more strongly illustrated 
^H than in the reply of Sir William Berkeley, Goi'ernor of 
^B Virginia, to certain questions respecting the colony, pro- 
^^Bpounded by England in 1670. "I thank Ood there 
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^^■M no fri'O nchooU nor printing, and I hope wo sball uot 

^^■pe them these hnndrod years; for loarning has brought 

^HKbcdicrKHi aud horeny and accta into the world ; and 

printing has divnljfod them aod libels against the beat 

gov«mmcntii, God keep ua from both !" 

As the antmnn advanced I received a summons from 
Wignell to prepare for a visit to IJiiltimore ; but meeting 
Cooper at KiL-hmond, I proposed to him to till up a month's 
interim by a lecturing excursion through this state and 
the western part of Maryland, wtiicli ho consented to, ta 
n more agreeable modo of combining profit with plcasorv 
than playing in small tlieatrea with the thermometer at 
eighty degrees. Cooper,' whose merits as an actor I have 
noticed elsewhere, was one of the most eccentric and yet 
engaging of my profeastonal brethren. I have already 
mentioned the large measure of enjoyment whieb the ease 
and freedom of society in the South, combined with the 
prosperous state of theatricals, presented to an actor. 
Talent, and the manners of a gentleman, wore a general 
introduction. To these Cooper added the influence of 
native connections, the graces of a handsome person, and 
much agreeable information, for his education had been 
well attended to in England. It would be hard to Bay 
whether he were the greatest favorite in public or private, 

" TnoMAsAHTHonraCooFin was the Erst great Amcricnn tragedian. Bom 
in 1176 iu EnglanJ, lie was educated by William Godwin. With tbo aid 
and advice of Tliomaa Uolcroft, tiic nutborof the "Road to Kuia," and a 
olose friend of Godwin's, Cooper weul ou tlie Blage nt the «ge of aerenleen, 
bc^nning at Edioburgh witbout success. He aFtenrards acted in London, 
and in Decem1>er, ITOS, ha made bis Srst appearance in America. For 
nearly fortj joara ho was the (oremoat figure on the American stnge. In 
1S06 he became the manager of the Parle Theatre in NcwTorlt. Ho made 
I his last appearance in Ken Yorb in 1835, anil afterwards acted in tlia 
South. His dnughlor married a son of President Tyler, who gave Cooper 
l^^place in the New Tori: Castom-Housc. lie died at Bristol, I'cun., April 
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with the men or the ivomen. With the one he wouid ride, 
drive, ehoot, or bet. For tho other ho had the eye of 
Caliph Vathek — "instant annihiiation." Such an empty- 
ing of Cupid's quiver as on the nights of his performance 
I suppose had never previously been known in the Union. 
Bat all this felicity, strengthening in him a spirit of ad- 
venture and a blindness to consequences, waa continually 
throwing him into dilemmas out of which nothing but ex- 
traordinary courage could rescue him. In this last particu- 
lar I have never met with a man who surpassed him. Had 
he entered the service of Mars instead of Melpomene, death 
or eminence mnst have been speedily the result. And his 
was no Dutch courage, no constitutional apathy or blind- 
ness to danger; he had a proud and sensitive spirit, and 
was always staring the fatal sisters full in the face. Two 
instances of this occurred daring the excursion in ques- 
tion. Wo were delivering our entertainment one evening 
at Georgetown, when Cooper, not being prepared with a 
particular recitation for which ho had been announced, 
apologized and substituted another. A loud hiss, how- 
ever, was the consequence from a member of Congress 
named Dawson. Cooper, maintaining his coraposare, iden- 
tified the individual, and when his duties were over sent 
him his card, demanding an apology for the insnlt or sat- 
isfaction. Mr. Dawson, affecting not to consider him his 
equal, treated the matter with contempt; when Cooper 
sent a friend to inform him that unless he complied with 
one or the other of his requisitions, be would follow him 
to Washington and horsewhip him before tho senate- 
bouse. This threat had its effect; the member apolo- 
gized. 

But a more striking instance occurred at Fredericks- 
town on a somewhat similar occasion. We had, as usual, ' 
engaged the assembly-room of the tavern, and a short 
time before the performance commenced had observed 
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■ gruat crowd of tlio mobility collect under the windowfi! 

■ but, as wo were accustomed to this sig)it is all tbe small 
I'towus, it did not surprise as. Cooper's best recitation was 

"Alexander's Feast," which he gave with a force and va- 

■ fiety that I have never heard equalled. N'ow it so hap- 

MHcd that, in the most cnergetio passage, where Ttmo- 
pfljeus wishes to give Alexander a fillip — 
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p crash ensued that was no bad illuBtration of the desired 
'"rattling peal of thunder:" a brickbat, largo enough to 
have felled an ox, came through the window, flew over 
the heads of several ladles and gcntlomcn, and actually 
brushing a eurl on my colleague's temple, concluded its 
career by scraping an acquaintance with my shins. The 
room was instantly thrown into confusion ; the ladies 
shrieked; the gentlemen emphasized; I, seizing the mis- 
sile, limped dowU'Stairs to call an officer, and Cooper — 
drank a glass of water. Unluckily the only keepers of 
the peace in this town seemed to bo the Quakers, and as 
the crowd was too great to permit a discovery of the de- 
linquent, I had to return, with my leg and my feelings 
in an equal state of irritation. To my surprise I found 
order restored in the room and Cooper continuing his 
declamation. When he concluded, I had to step forward 
with some comic interlude, for which I felt little inclined, 
when he, throwing on a cloak, descended to the bar and 
asked the landlord for the loan of a small cudgel. Se- 
creting this, he stepped into the crowd and inquired of 
the nearest person, "Who was the man that threw the 
brickbat?" "Why should I tell 'ee?" was the reply. 
Because," said Cooper, " you'd get five dollars for your 
trouble," "Five dollars 1 That he the man — he in the 
Icnot of longish cliapa there." Cooper was thus directed 
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to a group of about a dozen backwoodsmen in iho very 
heart of the t'rowd, cliuckling over tlie feat of their com- 
panion, and who presented in their tall, mnscular fraraoa 
no contemptible phalanx for a civil disturbance. Towards 
these he made hi^ way with a firm step and repeated his 
demand. He was gratified by the object stepping out (in 
look and length a competent leader of the band), aod, 
surmising his business, asking with ahnsky laugh, "Well, 
squire, what if I be be ?" " That's sufficient," said Cooper, 
grasping him by the throat with the sudden strength of a 
tiger, and bringing down his cudgel like a stroke of light- 
ning on his head and shoulders. The impetuosity and 
vigor of the attack deprived the animal, although much 
Hupcrior in bruto strength, of all power of resistance, and 
under a shower of blows that would have indented a wall, 
ho sank upon his knees and begged for mercy, his para- 
lyzed companions offering not the slightest interposition , 
The fact was that, as regards feelings. Cooper was be- 
laboring the whole group. When his stick at length flew 
into splinters, he consigned the ruffian to a warm friend 
below, and — the crowd making ready way for him — re- 
turned to the inn. A few minutes after my eifusion con- 
cluded, and ho was at his post with his usual serene and 
dignified air. Every spark of external evidence quenched 
which would have given a hint of what had passed, he 
proceeded to deliver Shakespeare's " Soliloquy on Death " 
with all the calm abstractedness required, as BuccessfuUy 
as he had embodied Dryden's energy after the brickbat, 
when, according to a gentleman who sat near him, a gulp 
of water seemed to have washed down all his indignation, 
The whole circnmstances, and especially this power of 
subduing all appearance of emotion, implied, to my mind, 
the possession of the highest order of courage — the cool 
I calculation of danger, and its proud defiance. 

For our escnreion my friend proposed to join me in a 
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ItfttKlcm, but I, viahinf; to give my wife and child an aii^ 
jlng, dccidod ^in n pliActun. Hu would not, however, give 
lap liis whim, bo dragged from the reccBSea of a coacb- 
iker's yard n tall, rickety alTair, like au old -fashioned 
^«Moh-boz, which a doscn miles of Virginian roads threat- 
l«acd to antiihilatp. It reminded roe of a pnlslcd octogo- 
irina plunging again into tho world, to essay once more 
stniggleE that had already shattered him. Travellijig 
* at tliia {leriod was pretty much the same throughout the 
Union, With tho exception of the roads hetwcen the 
principal oities, or immediately adjacent, any thorough- 
faro might, without a pun, have hcen termed tborough- 
»foul. Tliia was owing to so much of tho commnnication 
iMing carried on hy water. It would bo dithcult to give 
ItD accurate description of a road in the Slave States after 
m alight raiu — to portray the lakes which, under tho title 
ti "guilicB," slumhcriDg complacently in the midst, com- 
]>ellcd you to perform a picturesque tour round their edge; 
or the shiny emioenoes termed hills, whoso level it seemed 
a presumption to aspire to. The track of the wheels was 
certainly well-defined, in two broad paths full of water; 
and where a hollow occurred, some careful hand had usu- 
ally filled it up with a suhetantial pile of stones, liko an 
Indian tumulus. This rendered the navigation of tlieae 
roads no small science, since it was evident if you escaped 
the breakers on one side you were pretty sure of founder- 
ing in a gulf on the other. Ono virtue they certainly had 
— consistency, I never found them deviate but in one 
particular, when tho path lay through a swamp, when it 
was constructed with the trunks of trees laid transversely 
together, over which the wheels passed with a distinct 
jolt, A mile's rido was about the most powerful experi- 
ment on one's anatomy a man could desire. 
^^. But had the roads been as smooth as a bowling-green, 
^^■B ahsence of human nature and the deep, unbroken 
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gloom of tho Bolitude tlirow a weight tipon luy spirite 
which often made me wish for the highways of England. 
To a travellev on his first visit " the majesty of the eter- 
nal woods" may appeal with poetic effect; also to an 
ornithologist or a professional sketchcr. But it strikes 
me that all socially disposed persons like myself must 
heartily wish Nature, in her nakedness, to be confined to 
romances, and to witness instead her well- clothed beauty 
in the robes of harvest, with comforlable cottages dim- 
pling her meadows, and a cheering, qnick succession of vil- 
lages upon her roads, clnstering round a smooth green, 
under the wing of some paternal manor-house or church. 

One of the local peculiarities of Virginia was an im- 
proved breed of mosquitoes, termed gallinippers, in size 
and sting not much, inferior to wasps. The origin of their 
name I could never precisely discover. This class of na- 
tives were, in general, most sedulous in their attentions to 
foreigners, but the gallinippers, perhaps with a more re- 
fined taste, specially preferred Frenchmen ; and while tho 
common mosquito appeared capable of adapting himself 
to ovciy local variation of the country, being found on 
clayey or marehy soils, rocks or rivers, this species, with 
more of the air of an hereditary peerage, traced their 
extraction solely to swamps. Round the brink of these 
strongholds they lay in wait for their prey like the old 
roltber knights ; and, in hot weather, their thirst was not 
fastidious as to the color of the skin. Imagine the situa- 
tion of a luckless wight journeying along a road of Irans- 
verse trees, where expedition would he annihilation, seat- 
ed, perhaps, on the bottom of a wagon, which bobbed him 
np like a parched pea — a jolt a second — while the sun 
jtreamed fire upon his caput, finding himself suddenly m 
(he grasp of these sanguinary marauders, each of whom, 
^however active the defence, was sure to sheathe hia blade 
la him at the same instant. What was an ancient martyr- 
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^■>dom in com))ariiiQn f What would not Nero liavc gives 
^B'ior Hucli auxiliariea. 

^P I otioo licnril ati nninsing §tory of n Dcgro, at an tun, wlio 
Wing bleat with an extra thick skin, sut an ordinary ino»- 
quitn at (Icfiaiice. A traveller who had suffered coDHider- 
nblo jxiiiiait.ttiim, ficnrtng of tlii-s laid a wagur with the 
fcllov that lie would not lie half an hour on the edge of 
ft swamp clo«o by withont moving or expressing poio. 
Siuntio maafuUy accepted the challenge, and stretdied 
btmsolf at full Icngtii onhia face, leaving the entire region 
\ct hU reverse a broad sheet of darkness exposed to the 
|«nemy, a |iarty of planters and posscDgers standing in 
^dgmcnt over him. In a few minutes a thick swarm of 
Bttlont alighUil on him and commenced experiments in 
fl qtiarterd, but apparently u'itb no effect, for neither 
Kin head, body, or limb did the hero wince. Not a muscle 
r>quivered. Their number soon increased, and it amounted 
^ to a moral certainty that the challengcc must speedily cry 
out, unless indeed he enjoyed the hide of a hedgehog. 
But the half-hour was elapsing and there he continaed to 
lie, as still and stiff as a column of black marble. At 

^Jength the traveller, who was now beginning to get the 
laugh against him, folt so irritated at bis miscaloalatioD 
that he took a cigar from his mouth, and, instead of knock- 
ing off its ashes on his boot, pnshed its lighted end against 
the negro's broadest expanse. In an instant, as by aa cleo- 
Li'ic impulse, the latter sprang on his legs and shouted, oa 

^he rubbed himself, " Ciirsee, massa, dat a gailinipper." 
Virginia was also famous for its hams, which, next tft 
the orthodox Westphalia, are the finest I have ever eaten. 
By what process the latter attain their exccllenoe I am 
ignorant, but here the piga were always tnmed into the 
woods, and, listen, O epicure of the East ! their chief 

IDurce of subsistence was the snakes. This strange taste 
penis to admit of but one explanation — the destruction of 
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a oommon enemy, by which they contributed to the public 
good as well as served a private end, and which was in ac- 
cordance with the spirit of the times. The pig proved him- 
self a patriot I I am anwilling to underrate bis motives by 
supposing that there was anything particularly tempting in 
the flesh of his victim, for the predilection was never heard 
of in any other part of the world. The fact stands by 
itself, and ought to rescue the swinish character from ita 
usual degradation. But besides being a philanthropist, 
the pig displayed considerable science as a general in his 
mode of extirpation. It was an established principle never 
to attack a snake but with combined forces, which usually 
consisted of a party of three, two vigorous youths in the 
capacity of chasseurs, and au experienced mancEuvrer as 
the main body, who always took up his position in reserve. 
The action was commenced by oue of the light corps being 
sent forward to dislodge the enemy from his trenches. 
The snake, instantly rising, rattled a reveille with his tail, 
and presented arms with his fang. Drawing himself up 
to spring on his foe, the latter watched his eye and grunt- 
ed defiance. By this time the other wing had made the 
circuit of the bush, and, falling upon the snake in the rear, 
began to nibble his tail. Turning indignantly to annihi- 
late this assailant, he left a long line exposed to another, 
whose sagacious mind had safely calculated the result. 
Down came the main body at a swift trot, and, with deter- 
mined jaws, seizing the reptile in the middle, crunched 
him in halves, upon which, according to the usage of com- 
manders in all ages, he retired with the best part of the 
plunder, leaving the obnoxious bead still alive to be qui- 
eted by his subordinates. 

Cooper's tandem, as I had predicted, was speedily shat- 
tered by the roads, though they considerably improved 
. on our getting into Maryland, After patching up the 
L valetudinarian at various places, it came down with an 
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ominous cnwh on our way lo Hngcrstown, *ii3 we 
obliged to Blop two honra at a blacksmith's till fresh power 
of cxistonco waa Riipplietl. lien?, Iiowcvpr, the delay was 
relieved by a ourioiis discovery rcBpeoting our son of Vol- 
oan, who, wo found, possessed a reputation for curing 
inaanlty by nu-ana of iron rings which he foiled and fitted 
to the middle finger of the left band. How to explain the 
tnyslcry I know not, unless the imagination was power- 
fully acted upon by this grim Mulcibcr, who certainly had 
a riveting voice and eye, aud who might have practised 
Bomo tricks nt his forgo which appeared like alliance with 
powers of darknecH. Uut to this fact I can vouch, that I 
knew a Mr. Neilh, a merchant in this state, who bceaibe 
incapable of conducting his business, and that I met him 
a twelvemonth after, ]>erfoctty restored, with an iron ring 
upon his finger, which he seriously acknowledged to have 
been the means of his recovery. Cooper, whoso liatred 
of charlatanism sometimes led him to forget his manners, 
barst into a laugh when ho heard the disclosure, whero- 
npoQ tliis mender of men's heads and horses' feet remarked 
with a significanoo which let out the secret of his system, 
"Aye, aye, sir, you may laugh, but it's a strange thing 
why men should become mad, and it mnat be a strange 
thing to make them well again," 

Near this mysterious farrier's stood a Quakers' chapel, 
and Mulciber gave us a standing, or rather circulating, 
story of General Loo and this peaceful tenement during 
the war. Lee, cither from liking or laziness, distingnisbed 
himself by the barbarous peculiarity of a bushy head of 
hair and enormous whiskers; bis face, like that of the 
country, presenting the contrast of masses of shade re- 
lieved by deep ridgeg and deep hollows. Galloping in 
this direction one Sunday afternoon, he was overtaken 
>y a storm, and on reaching the chapel made no oere- 

my in running his horse nnder its shed (always, in the 
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States, attached to country places of worslilp) ; and, for 
better protection, liimseU entering the building, and tak- 
ing hia seat upon the first bench that offered, but which 
was sufficiently conspicuous to draw on him the gazo of 
the whole congregation. Men and women waiting pa- 
tiently for the Spirit were now moved to survey the 
Btranger, so striking was the anomaly of bis face and 
fashion within their simple walls. Even the older, who 
had the moment previous risen to exhort, found his in- 
spiration checked by the presence of tho Philistine, till 
at length all the objects of tho meeting were at a stand- 
still. The elder alluded to saw the necessity of a decided 
step. Quitting his seat with a slow and thoughtful pace, 
he strode up to the general, and eying his hair intently 
as he laid his hand upon his shoulder, exclaimed, "Friend 
Esau, thou hast no business here ; thou art a stumbling- 
block to the meek in heart and simple in attire. Verily 
thou must return to thy woods," saying which, with a 
giant's grasp, he conducted the soldier back to the shed, 
a civility for which Lee thanked him by a string of epi- 
thets which, if written down, would burn a hole in the 
paper. 

Mentioning the " Friends," reminds me of a famous ne- 
gro discovery. It is generally supposed that the first 
Quaker was a native of England, one George Fox ; but, 
according to the profound researches of Sambotiua Qua- 
mina, the honor belongs to Mordecai, the uncle of Queen 
Esther, for " he would not take his hat off to IZaman !" 

Our excursion proved an agreeable one both as to mak- 
ing money and acquaintances, until my companion's plcas- 
nie was spoiled by the very means he had adopted to 
secure it — his tandem — which had no sooner escaped tho 
perils of the road to be exhibited with duo effect in the 
'atreets of a community than it was stopped by a con- 
[ fltable, and he was fined for exceeding tho pace established 
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^M ^ff law. Such a procooding id a quarter wbero be haA 
^M MDCeived liberty would bo licensed not rcstrnincd, w^anW 
^f Imt a uliglit nddiliiiii to decide Ilia itrtifi'ronco for the bet- 
ter aUlo of things in cities. This was soon forthcoming. 
On tlic wcond night of onr entertainment at Hagerstown 
Wfl were opposed hy an exhibition which drew at a draught 
evvry «p(,-ctalor engaged to us. Thia was the first impor- 
tation of a Dartbolomow fair novelty I had met with in 
the StatcK, and did not yield to the moat extraordinary 

tin my recollection. It was thns announced : 
"This day is introduced to the American public the 
{■r-famed monster of Madagascar called the One-horned 
Boukabckabus, whose age, powers, and dimensions have 
Mvcr been discovered, and must remain a matter of Con- 
Joetnro to the end of time. He will eat, or drink any 
given quantity of wine, read or write like any ordinary 
gentleman, etc. On Thnrsd.iy, after performing all these 
feats, he will exceed himself, etc. After astonishing the 
crowned beads of Europe the proprietor pants to submit 
this curiosity to the judges of llagerstowB," 

I prevailed on Cooper to acoomjiony me to seo a phe- 

^nomeDon which evidently had escaped the notice of Lin- 
Bnaa, when we soon discovered that the extraordinary 
monster consisted of an ordinary bull's hide, surmounted 
by the canvas head of a unicorn, and distended by wooden 
ribs, containing a man in the interior, who roared throngli 
a trumiKit and flickered a pair of candles in the glass eyes 
to give them a mysterious aspect. We also found that 
the ingenious and modest impostor was no other than a 
runaway tailor from our wardrobe, who had carried with 
him all the materials for his exhibition. 

After this appeal to the critical acumen of Hageratown 
^^ (a proper refuge for outcasts), we felt disinclined to con- 
^Bttnue in the lists, so returned to Alexandria, where, until 
^^Htr duties called us away, we spent our time in fishing- 
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exeursiona to the Potomac, frequently Jiniog at a tavern 
on its banka. Here a drinking- vessel siijiposed to giTO a 
particular zest to punch was a skull tipped with silver, 
said to be a relic of tlie celebrated pirate Teach, or 
" Blackbeard." The tradition ran as follows : 

One evening thi| scourge of the Southern coast moored 
hia craft at the mouth of the river and went ashore with 
hia crew in two parties, one to obtain provisions, the other 
to asaiat in secreting their treasures, lie was busy at thia 
work when an English aloop-of-war, which had quietly fol- 
lowed him, suddenly dropped anchor in a position to pre- 
vent bis OBuapo, and aeut a well-manned barge to capture 
his ship. Teach and hia companions sprang into their 
boat, and by violent exertion reached their ship nearly at 
the same moment. But the opposing force was too supe- 
rior to give even more than their usual desperation any 
hopo of success. The commander of the boarders was a 
brave Scotchman who, desiring the credit of subduing 
Teach in person, waved hia Andrew Ferrara and chal- 
lenged him to combat. The rover clinched hia weapon 
in defiance, and hostilities were suspended fore-and-aft to 
witness the result. For some minutes the contest was 
dubious, but the coolness of the Scot enabled him to plant 
a severe blow upon the pirate's shoulder which let out a 
stream of crimson, "Ila!" exclaimed the latter, still firm 
upon hia legs, " well struck, brother seaman 1" " Weel," 
replied the Scot, "gin ye like it ye aall hae more on't," 
and with the nest stroke severed the pirate's black head 
from his ahoulders. He then ordered it to be put in boil- 
ing water and thoroughly cleansed, when he took it on 
Ilhore and made it a present to the progenitor of its pres- 
ent j 



CHAPTER Vni. . 

I, — Tiiur to tliD Ohio; Pamgc of the PolomM; t)ie AUegbuj 

ii : Thre« KiiuU of Scttlcn, Sqnattcn, Utopians, uiil New England 

men.— UitckirooilMirn ; Slioalinx KiploiU. — Pitubm^h SiDolw. — 

Im WiHiiiig-hut tad lIoDsjinflun. — The Ohio. — Tlie MxaigiDea oF 

, America — IdcIIbii Aiitl>iuiti«».— WnUh in America.— The bUnil of Blen- 

ul; Art anil Natitni.— Pli'iUJulphU Unlls; Tmvullurs' Tules.— 

' Amcrtcan Ilcoritckli Club. — A CotueUcnce. — Tbc Quaker anil tbo Iriih- 

n,— Dwdrmnna'a Rctiril. — St. Onor^'a Socictf. — Tubbe llio Tragv- 

) iHjui and hi* AJvonluni. — Portr; niiil H>tl«r-o(-r>n; the Liut Creditor. 

— A Frmcli Ilanltrupt. — Amniean Adfortisctncnu and Literal Hit- 

takei. — Itlook Xuraw and tin Yollow Kurnr ; a Culorvd Ladjr. — Fcnncra 

Immortal it J. — Hj Arvnion anil A>lvt'iiiiir« ; a Fuamle FuUluS. — Feel's 

HuMiiin. — Historical A iiccdotc. 

At the <jIo9e of aiiotlicr pleasant season in Pbiladdphia 

my good friends, Mi'sara. Clay and Amott, proposed, for 

my summer's pastime, a tour to the Ohio as far as the 

Island of Blcnnerh asset, whose romantic lovdiness was now 

an all-absorbing theme both with natives and foreigners. 

Assured that this excursion would repay my feelings more 

than any I had yet taken in the Union, I had no hesitation 

in complying. Wo accordingly took the fine weather at 

its flood, and on the backs of three accredited roadsters 

essayed tbc path to Pittshurgli in becoming style, making 

our first important halt at the advanced guard of the 

Alleghany Mountains, termed tbe "Blue Ridge," partly, 

perhaps, from the effect its towering aspect produced on 

^ the f aeca of travellers. Mr. Jefferson, in bis " Notes on 

Bjj^irginia," had given such a vivid description of these hilla 

^^Bat I could not resist the temptation during tbe prcv iopa 

^^Bmmer to visit the "passage of the Potomac," ttiq| 
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tbcn rGBiding at a hundred miles' distance. It is unques* 
tionably the aublimest scene in America, after the Falls 
o£ Niagara. Let the reader first imagine the "backbono 
of the States" — as these hills have been happily termed — 
three ridges of pracipitouB elevations stretching many 
hundi'ed miles from north to south, resembiing lines of 
ocean-waves arrested in their swell. Standing on the brow 
of one of the advanced linos of these, and looking far 
away into the intermediate valley, he sees on bis right 
the Shenandoah coining up, chafing and foaming like a 
noble Btecd, having ranged at the foot of the mountains 
a hundred miles in quest of an outlet ; and, on tho left, 
rolling on with equal volume and vehemence, the Poto- 
mac. He trembles for tho thunder of their meeting, 
but needlessly ; rushing with united force upon their 
prison walls, they rernl them asunder, and spring away 
ex ultingly towards the sea, while everything around tbem 
seems to breathe a welcome; green lands lying in a de- 
lightful calm paitake their sunshine, and the heavens stoop 
to print a kiss upon their bosom. 

Those hills, from the marine exnviie found embedded 
in their summits, have given rise to much geological spec- 
ulation, and Mr. Jefferson, with bis usual vivacity, sup- 
poses the possibility of their having once formed a barrier 
to an inland ocean {not the Mosaic Deluge). To tho social 
philosopher they are more interesting from the fact of 
having long proved a lev^ to a human tide, and thereby 
exercised an important influence ou the national dcveloji- 
ment. Abounding as America does with the wonders of 
natnre, still I think these possess but a secondary claim 
on our attention if unaBsociated with tho being for whose 
dwelling-place the world was formed. I have, therefore, 
abstained from noticing the curiosities which in every 
day's ride met my eye (even, for instance, the natDml 
hridge of limestone over Cedar Creek in Virginia), be- 
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eutvB fetrlinft tlicm to rank, in bnman interest, below tlie 
en m mo n I liar I- iwclivitioii of tbc Allrgliany liills. 

Kivcra anil mountains ipem to he the two foatiirc-s nT 
tbo earth which havo most influcmu'il the character and 
beppmcss of men. The former have led to general intcr- 
cotintG and change; the Utter, shatUng up commonitieB 
into inner worlds, have perpetuated tticir aboriginal rough- 
ncM. The river-valley has been the arena for taste anil 
refinement, but also for oppreewion. On tlio mountain-top 
tho llamc of liberty has barned brighter in a rarefied air, 
although the vcMel that contained it was nnadorncd. 
Theiio oppoNiio comlitionit, however, both advanced the 
march of ihfir great equalizer — intelligence — by the lea- 
sons they have given to each other. The bills in queetion. 
If they have not, as yet, like those of Spain and Wales, 
been fled to as a barrier to the step of regal tyrants, bavo 
performed the same service against social ones. Rearing 
their frowning fronts to the great mob of emigrants, they 
have incited the hardy and indnstriona to surmount them, 
but discouraged the lazy and dissolute, who, looking only 
to immediate ease, assumed their aspect to be a sample of 
the lands beyond them, and turned away to the more con- 
genial clime of the South. Thus tbey secured to the 
Western region a hardy population, able to cope with tbo 
hazards and privations whiuh attended its first settlement, 
and to promote, by enterprine and principle, its lasting 
welfare ; and at this day they form the line of separation 
between the two main divisions of character which t 
Union contains. 

There appeal's to have been three kinds of settlers wfa^ 
penetrated the Western woods, and severally fonned eras 
in their civilization. The first were squatters; men who 
had outlived their characters and fortunes in other parts 

She Union and been goaded by the law into a taste for 
ige freedom. Accordingly they moved off to the 
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"West, where the riglits of property were as yet defined 
only by the agreeable condition of poBsession. These 
iiecessnry pioneers wero shaped in frame and spirit to 
sustain the dangers and difficulties of their uodcrlakiog, 
to defy alike the Indian and the wolf, the tempest and the 
cold. With a gun and a dog, a wagon and a wife, per- 
haps with a cow and a pig, they pursued their lonely path 
through stream and prairie to some inviting spot, thero 
felled trees for a log but and an outhouse for their cattle, 
and dug the cleared space to raise a few vegetables; but 
here their labor ceased. Their gun, snares, and fishing- 
lines supplied them with abundance of provisions, and 
they were able to exchange the skins of their victims for 
rum and ammunition. This was tho advanced guanl of 
the wbites, which the Indian had to resist or to retire from. 
If lead or liquorgave them the victory, neighbors collected 
round by right of purchase, and as the claims of society 
extended the squatter became again nnhappy. Defined 
right, or the sacrifice of private to the general good, was 
the fiend that haunted him. Ilis cattle had to be restrained 
from trespassing, and his traps and lines were discovered 
within the circle of his neighbor's grant. Turning, at 
length, indignantly from the grovellers who talked of 
law, while he professed the older doctrine of discovery, 
he put his wagon, wife, and cattle once more in motion, 
and plunged farther into the wood; until, again disturbed 
by company, he pushed again upon the track of his fel- 
low-savage, with whom he ended his days either in amity 
or blood. Such was tho squatter's illustration of the in- 
stability of all things, he being known sometimes to " break 
ground," as it was termed, three or four times, before the 
advancing flood of population. 
The second class were adventurers, generally with more 
[.imagination than courage, and more money thaD skill — 
[wirtuoua enthusiasts who had schemed in cities a state of 
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V riijii3nni.'nt to be realitcd in woods. Thoir fimdi 
) chiefly ciponJf^ id tUo purcbaec of stock and im- 

mciits whtcli, oil reaoliing Ibo spot, tltcy imagined 

mid, by «omo iiititilirc cni-rgy or instinct, get to work 
ttbvir own ncconl. Inttf^d uf a wn-lcliod log hiil they 

tuned a substaniiai wood dwelling with appropriate 
lependencics, but bvforu it wiui half up, so much more 
plpowint waa it to design than to execute, tbelr cattle 
liad strayed or dictl, and frosts bfid come ou before their 
ficldx were cleared, or their crops under cover; until the 
Utopian's ideas gelliug confused, be resigned activity for 
speculation, and resorted daily to the nearest tavern to 
consider, over some strong to<ldy, tlig best moans of recov- 
ering hill property. Thin proved sueh a bellows to his 
imaginative powers that he invented a hundred schemes 
before ho could aJoiit one, and the one that at length 
crowned his term of lucubration was that of turning over 
the whole affair to some better judge, who would supply 
him with dollars enough to get back to his old quarters. 

On the heels of this class came the third and thoronglUy 
substantial, chiefly New-En glanders, who brought a cai>- 
ital in their heads as well as their purses, a knowledge 
and decision which »twept away all difficulties and light- 
ened all fatigues. By them a frowning wilderness was 
speedily converted into teeming meadows, and the well- 
stocked farm into the growing settlement. 

On our way to Pittsburgh we met with various speci- 
mens of the backwoodsman, and I must say that, when 
clad in their greeu huuting-shirts, with deerskin caps and 
leggings, their muscular altitude fully displayed in the 
free handling of their long rifles, they presented the most 
picturesque appearance I had ever seen. I soon perceived 
in them some decided characteristics, such as a sharp 
^if sight into character, a ceaseless suspicion, and a quiet 
^mor. They had a mode of leaning on their guns and 
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BurveyiDg a stranger wbich struck mo as singularly intel- 
ligent. It bad nolhing of the common vulgar vacuity of 
tlie seaahoresman ; it implitd conviction, not inquiry; a 
look that Baid, not " Who arc you?" but "I know you." 

My good friend, Mr. Clay, had one alloy which, with- 
out warranting Dr. Johnson's anathema, certainly depre- 
ciated his precious metal — a love of punning. As a proof, 
after wo had endured the scrutiny of one of these natives 
at the door of an inn for several minutes, I asked, in order 
' to abash him, "what mountainx" the fellow came from, 
I "Can't you perceive ?" rejoined my friend, " the AU-Ieg- 
and-eye 1" 

With the shooting exploits of these men the world is 
generally familiar. Some of them have been too extraoiv 
diuary to be credited ; such, for instance, as enlarging the 
eye of a tin cock on a church steeple, or sending a bullet 
half a mile across a river to perforate a milk-pail on the 
head of some Lavtnia who, without the slightest intima- 
tion of the cause, suddenly perceives the white stream flow- 
ing down her shoulders. Dr. Ilamsey, in his "History of 
the War," relates, aa an authenticated fact, that after the 
engagement at King's Mountain riflemen were found dead 
on both sides each with one eye shut and a bullet lodged 
in his brain, evidently having flred together at each other 
and been killed in the act of killing. I myself witnessed 
the feat of splitting a bullet on a razor at a hundred paces, 
and cutting the string of a flag at three hundred. But 
their crowning achievement was, perhaps, the most com- 
mon — " shooting thetin-cap;" when a man had the courage 
to place a cup on bis bare head and stand at a hundred 
paces to have it knocked off, coolly surveying the muzzlo 
of the rifle as it was levelled at his brow, and guiding the 
marksman to raise or lower it until the aim was true. 
Had death been even occasionally the result of this amuse- 
ment, its prohibition by the state must have followed ; 
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bat taeh a thing va% nnknovn. Ilore wns William 1^^ 
great ItaX (K-curring ati a ijailr diversion, otid iltuetratiqK 
ibow KhtU cr«at«ii coiirnt^. 

On a)iproftohiiig Pituburgh we were utruck with a pe- 
iliarily nowhoro else to bo observixl in the States: a 
loud of Rinokv bung over it in an exceedingly clear sky, 
fSRalling to mo many cboking recollections of Londou. 
Initcad of wooil tbi-y bero u«<i coal, mines of which arc 
pUtniiful in the neighborhood. I found tho town, whicli 
cnllix] tho WMlcm KKoliange, a n-flex of Now York, 
the same earnest buatlu in its btuiness and the some na- 
tional variety in its thickly thronging atningcra. Here 
Wore natives of every state, besides English, Irish, and 
fieotel), French, tJi-rnmn, Dnteh, Jews, and Indians, 
Among this motley group I was destined to make an un- 
looked-for acquaintance, a Mr, Wools, who had been one 
of the early actors in America' with Morris, but who had 
quittod the stage about the year 17T0, to follow the pro- 
fession of land -surveying. This had led him among the 
Indiana near the Mississippi, whcro he had married a king's 
daughter, and received for her dowry a tract of land which 
Iw soon contrived to convert into a handsome independ* 
'0Doe. Aa ho had his time upon his hands, I prevailed 
en him to accompany me down the Ohio, assured that his 
knowledge of its Indian customs and antiquities would 
prove a source of amusemenl. Among other things, I 
ftsked him to describe the maniage ceremony with his 
wife, and the nature of a honeymoon among the Southern 
tribes, which ho did as follows : 

In every village there was erected what was called a 
" wooing-hut^' containing two rooms, having separate en- 
trances, and a small aperture through which a voice but 
not a body could pass. When a pair wished to approxi- 
ate, if the chiefs made no objection, they were conducted 
due form to these rooms and the doors were fastened 
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upon them, \yben, like Pennsylvanian "bundlers," they 
passed the night in innocent conversation. If their wishes 
continued unchanged in the morning, tliey were appointed 
their respective tasks as tests of their good condition. 
The gentleman was ordered to fell a tree, something small- 
er round than a horse, lop its twigs, and drag it a mile. 
Other trifling experiments on his spinal column succeeded. 
The lady was commanded to plunge into a stream and 
Bwim against the tide, to display her fortitude; then to 
pursue and Bcatp some wild animal, to show her skill in 
domestio usages; and, lastly, to take a olub and defend 
herself against the attacks of her admirer, to prove her 
ability to resist a surprise. The zeal with which she 
demonstrated faer affection in this latter trial was very 
touching : a hushand could never press his wife with full 
rapture to his bosom until she had broken his head. How 
Wools contrived to elude this ceremony I am not aware. 
The next day, at sundown, their hands were joined by the 
parents; a blessing was pronounced by a chief; and rum, 
love, and harmony were distributed by the bridegroom. 

The honeymoon, like a chief's fame, depended upon 
various contingencies — temper, weather, beauty, leisure, 
and rum — for to bear the burden of wedlock some In- 
diana required no small stock of spirits. In the first gust 
of enjoyment they would take long rambles to bring homo 
to their brides a rare skin or plumage; but these walks 
daily narrowed in their circle, until— unless affection was 
revived by absence on some military expedition — the red- 
skin fell into the established indifference of European life. 
The savage actually seized by instinct upon the perfection 
of a well-educated Parisian husband's deportment — he 
divided the house with his spouse and took the outside ; 
or, if ho remained within, treated her as a part of the fur- 
niture. If the lady had noble blood in her veins this was 
Dot cndnred. She amoto him in return with a two-edged 
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^Bl^n, ber Umgoo; and poriiapi a Btragglo ensued in 

^BUch Ao firoved slio hAil sutBcient ctierg:y wliun pat to 

Hb« |>incb. Too often »n Indian wife's hftppiness depend- 

eA on tbia Mxming paradox: if bvr tribo was at peace 

when abo married, war commcnoed very soon, but if at 

WW, poaco wan pcqtvtuatcd. 

KFrom Fitubnrgh wo proceeded about fifty miles by 
id to Wbd^ling, B point of JunotiuR on tbo rivcr-baak. 
BK wu were enabled to select a craft with good aocom- 
modations, ami in a ft-w boors saw ourselves gliding awsy 
over tbo gtanNy Murfaco of ibe Oliio. 

It i> not my intention to give a topographical account 
of our passage to BlenncrbaBHut. Tbis is not a guide- 
book, but a record of scenes and circumstances which gave 
riM to pluaaural)le finjliiigB. I sbalt confine myself, ibere- 
fore, to two tbings; tbo general a]>pearance of the river, 
and tbc namerous nntitjuities wbicb lino its banks. Well 
may tJiey call tbo Obio " the pride of the Western waters," 
for it presents the image of tbc pride of human Datnr^^ 
a young, tranquil, pure-minded female, emerging joyously 
into life beneath tbo smile of a benignant sky. Without 
rock to ruffie, or fall to shatter her calm surface, she glides 
away to Louisville, where her descent typifies tho trial- 
time of life, till at length she springs into tbo bosom of a 
lordly bridegroom, the broad and bounding, the great 
and glorious Mississippi. A gentle spouse is the Ohio to 
this master of the North, who rushes from his mountain 
heights to track thrco thousand miles in one continued 
thunder, subjecting the earth on all sides to his sway. 

So pellucid is the water of the Ohio that I speak within 

bounds when I say that I could see clearly to the depth 

of eighteen or twenty feet, while so magical was the glaaa- 

iness of its surface that it appeared to mc like a broad 

I sheet of cryst.il, in which the various boats were partially 

I embedded. Nor was this beauty suffered to grow monot* 
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I boons. Winding perpetually in its course, its banks at 
■very bend present some new feature, from the smoothly 
sloping savannali to tlie high and abrupt bluff; a thicket 
one moment bounding tbo view on both aides and shading 
the flood's sweet breast with gloom, but rapidly gliding 
by to bo succeeded by an open range of landscape over 
■which tho eye seemed capable of travelling to the blue 
waves of the Pacifie, slumbering on the verge of the bori- 
jBon, in calm contiguity to heaven, 

kThe banks which riveted our eyes the moat were those 
at bore Indian antiquities — forts or cemeteries — the 
lies of a nation evidently mighty in intelligence, what- 
ever may have been the amount of its numbers or re- 
sources. These relics are the most interesting objects on 
the surface of the American continent, for they present, 
perhaps, the only key to the solution of that long-unset- 
tled question, whence came tho aboriginal population of 
the country? 

With the generally received opinion set forth by Dr. 
Robertson, that North America was peopled from tho 
North of Asia, every reader must be familiar. So many 
resemblances are to bo traced between the wandering 
hordes of both countries, modified solely by local circum- 
stances, that the fact seems undeniable. Admitting this, 
how is the peopling of South America to bo explained, 
which presents, in almost every point, a decided contrast 
to its sister land. Whether we take the one broad dis- 
tinction that the Southern aborigines possessed, when first 
discovered, a social character, living together in cities, 
submitting to established laws, and devoting their lives 
to peaceful agriculture, while the Northern displayed 
the sternest features of the savage — war their trade, tho 
woods their home, and hunting their sole employment; or 
whether we go into the particulars of personal formation, 
language, and domestic arts and usages, wo perceive that 
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■U m oppositf, and thtt tlio obief difTcrencM an due not 
to kml, bnt moral canscK. Of Uieso the principal was u 
wtablbbvd ruligiun which, tnakitig thu altitr of it« god 

^tbB tliroDo of its king, Kocurod general loyalty and order 
It; roontal influence; while a luero vague bclit^f In a good 
^irlt prevailing in tho Xortli created no law, but left all 
to individual will. Now, did the political religion of the 
former (;row oat of any circunistanc<?8 of the country, or 
was it irnportf^? llie land bad but one peculiarity — an 
abundance of the procions mctalii ; were tbcse the likely 
iDoantt to build up a faith which should comtnand their 
action*? Certainly not; they valued gold and Bilveronly 
for their beauty, not for intrinBio worth. Tho nationnl 
ffliaractcr had adapted itself to local cireumstaiicefi, not 
been formed by them. 

As it ia thus evident thai the Northern and Southern 
aborigines were dcBCcndanla of a widely different stock, 
the question is, on what nation of Asia might the latter, 
vith some degree of credibility, make out a case of affilia- 
tion? Am I too fanciful in discovering numerous affini- 
ties between the cliaracteri sties, moral and personal, of 
this race and tho Chinese, weakened to their present de- 
gree of faintnessby time and the distance of their transit, 
which might have taken place after some rebetlioUr when 
a leader and hi^ party were expatriated. The nations 
have at least these features in common — configuration of 
countenance, worship of the sun, a love of congregating 
in cities, and an ingenuity in various arts arising from 
their sooial relations. 

Some of the principal Indian antiquities — with the gen- 
eral character of which most are acquainted — ai-e to be 
found at Marietta, where a square area of forty acres is 
enclosed by a firm wall of peculiarly cemented earth, ten 
which has three openings at equal distances on 

sh side. Similar constructions arc to be seen on the 
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banks of tlie Muskingiim, where the ramparts are upwards 
of eighteen feet in height, and on a hill near the Tioga 
River, whore the defences are Burrounded by an entrench- 
ment and various pits, which bad evidently been dug and 
covered over to receive aasailanta — all attesting ingenuity 
and the existence of system — besides the sculpture of hn- 
man and animal heads, helmets, spears, etc., on rocks in 
various parts of the country. The surrounding Indians 
do not possess a single tradition connected with these 
remains, being confident of but one thing, that they were 
not the work of their own ancestors, a fact wliich their 
ignorance of system, if not stratagem, in all military mat- 
ters, fully bears out. It is obvious, therefore, that they 
are to be attributed to an earlier people Ihau the supposed 
Kamschatkans, who .either abandoned them after their 
erection, or were killed in them by new-comers. On tho 
supposition that a band of expatriated Chinese passed 
round by the Strait of Behring, once probably an isthmus, 
to tho Northwest coast, it follows that, in soarch of a mild- 
er climate, they would have pursued their track by the 
base of the Rocky Mountains (a direct and natural path, 
these being evidently a continuation of the Andes) until, 
arriving at the prairies of Louisiana, a diversion was made 
to tho East for a more fertile country, and afterwards, 
either from internal dissensions or the attacks of a strange 
race, they erected these works. Then, perhaps, a superi- 
ority of numbers induced tbem to relinquish the struggle 
and continue their journey to the South, passing over the 
Isthmas of Darien to a country which shut them out 
henceforth from communication with their successors. 
This conjecture ia couutenauced by another of Mr. Jeffer- 
son's — that the two continents were at one period an 
entire body, of which the West India Isl.inda formed tho 
capes and headlandsj that by frequent earthquakes they 
were torn asander; and that tho constant operation of tba 
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mU from eist to wcxt liullowcd oat the present 
lllbo Ouir. Tlina it is but necessary to suppose that 
t took place before tliMe convalsioDs, and tijc 
flood formed tbo ruoat effectual medium to wasli out the 
priDt of tlieir footati-pit, and to wall in their character. Tbis 
ii, at least, a aomewhat more probable solution of tlie mys- 
tery of thu Southern aborigines than the opinion that they 
were a remnant of tlie ten tribes of Israel after the first 
diapetHion; or, as a8s<.'rteil by others, that they wore visitors 
from the South Sua Islands nho had performed tbe passage 
of the Pacific in canoes, a feat which would have required 
that sea to have well merited its name. The old romance 
of America'a diacovery by Prince Madoo has a much 
HtroDger claim on our belief, from tbe fact that Welsh 
colonies bare been found existing in tbe heart of Indian 
tribes, and upon the banks of the Ohio wo actually stara- 
Med on one, anterior in its date to the earliest historical 
emigrants, and which had continued so exclusive that it 
was Ktill scarcely able to exchange ten words of English. 

After a slow but delightful passage of twelve days we 
at length reached the goal of our journey — tbe fairy crea- 
tion of Blcunerhasaet. To describe the effect of its ap- 
pearance I do not hope ; I can only endeavor, by means of 
a few detailfl, to place the scene before my reader and leave 
the filllng-up to his imagination. 

Blennerbasset is an island about a mile in circumference, 
lying in the bed of the Ohio, which had been made the 
retreat of a man of equal taste and affluence. The ground 
rose gradually on all sides to its centre, and on this favor- 
able spot was the house, erected in tbe style and splendor 
of a Persian pavilion. It was but sixty feet square, con- 
sisting of two stories, connected with winga by a eemi- 
^circular veranda, luxuriantly covered with myrtle, and 
BmmanJed an extensive range of one of the loveliest re- 
B in the world. The grounds were iMd oat with that 
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better modem taste wLicli saperseded the monotonous 
straight ImeB and cloee-cropped Puritanic borders of old 
English gai-dening. Everywhere ■were contrasts and snr- 
prises, evidencing an eye that had surveyed the beat 
effects of Enrope; and, to crown the whole, walks, lawns, 
and shrubberiea were blooming with all the flowers and 
fruits, and vocal wijh all the melody a gcnerona clime so 
liberally dispenses to this Italy of tlio West, The effect 
of this contrast between the perfection of ivild and culti- 
vated loveliness, of this discovery of a triumph of Art in 
the very stronghold of Nature, was perfectly entrancing. 
What changes may have since occurred in it by storm, 
caprice, or a conformity to the tastes of a eurrounding 
population I know not, but until I go to my grave I must 
boar with mo, as of a dream, the remembrance of tbo beau- 
tiful Blcnuerhassct. All that I could learn of the owner 
and creator of this Paradise was that he was a European 
recluse who Lad arrived in these regions about the period 
of the French Revolution, and, after purchasing the island, 
lived on it in seclusion, devoting himself to its adornment. 
Mr. Clay computed that the estate could ;iot have cost 
less than the building of a town, and that the mere pur- 
chase and transport of materials must have involved an 
expenditure sufficient to have procured a handsome prop- 
erty in any part of the Union, 

Philadelphia, the ensuing winter, proved a scene of un- 
nsnal gayety. Balls and quadrilles occupied the inter- 
vening nights of the play ; not to divide its attraction, but 
to make parties for its support; and I attended many, 
not from any love of the dancing — fori have always pre- 
ferred taking exercise in a progressive direction — but to 
convince myself of the impudent calumny of a traveller 
(an early specimen of a large brood) who had been through 
the States, and who seriously assured mc that he had been 
present at a ball of the first respectability in Philadel^ji^a., 
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^H belli ill a lia)'-loft, up a iadder, where tbc musiciaDS ^ 
^■a crew of black fiddlers, and Uie refreshmenta 
^^flervcd lip ia oartlicn jtigs. I was also instrumental in 
promoting tlio public convivialty by founding an Ameri- 
can Beefsteak Club, ronnd tbe table of whlcb I was en- 
abled to collect many able supporters in mind and voice, 
»iir. Jefferson, Mr. Carroll, an d C Rrorkden Rro wn wcrw 
pmong our viaitors. We stocked the cellars with excel- 
lent wint; the working of my old regulations spoke a 
volume on the subject of maintaining order in a free 
community, and our harmony, in every sense of ihc word, 
was perfect. One evening, I remember that it was inter- 

»nipted by a singular coinndcnoc. We were just singing 
the glee of "A House on Fire," when a member rnshcd in 
to congratulate uh on our discernment, since "Rickett's 
Circus" was at that moment in flames. I instantly dis- 
solved the meeting, and we hurried to the spot to render 
assistance, hat in vain; the destroyer had its prey. The 
wings had taken fire in the Hell scene of Don Juan, which, 
getting known, brought a crowd of Quakers to survey 
what they considered a signal retribntion. One of them 
was so unusually excited that he could not repress his 
transports, hut kept crying out to the unfortunate horse- 
riders who wore endeavoring to rescue all they could, 
"Yea, yea, struggle with the flam.es as thou wilt, thou 
must soon be in them;" at which a worthy Irishman, who 
was handing the buckets to the engine, replied, "Will 
they? Then, I tell you what, my darling, it's on!y right 
1 to keep ^ou from burning;" and with these words he 
I aluiced the predestinator from head to foot. Sirs. White- 
I jock,* our tragedian, witnessed this conflagration, and it 

* Mrs. irmTELooK was one af Mrs. Siildons'fl jonnger BiaterB, and ahe U 
Mid to hiLve bnd a full share of tbo famil; good looka and aoting abiliCj. 
W'fiM nus bora id 1701 ; chc acted at Dniry Lane in IISS, and ia 11H bLu 
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BO disturbed her nerves tbat & few eveniugs afterwards, 
just as sbo bad been effectually smothered as Desdemona, 
the front cloudiugs having dropped a few feet, a boy in 
tbe gallery cried out, " Higber ! higber 1" which eimilar 
sounds striking bcr sensitive ears she started up, thmst 
asido tbe curtains, and exclaimed, " Good hcavenH ! fire?" 
The roar of the audience and tbe look of Cooper (no mim- 
icry of passion now) threw her back to her recumbency, 
but the interest of the scene perished with her. 

I also became a member of a more important society, 
the "St, George's," institntod for the relief of distressed 
English emigrants. The number of instanoca whore un- 
foreseen causes had brought ruin on the truly deserving 
was so great that a moru meritorious fund could not have 
been establisbcd, and I am proud to say, for the honor of 
my countrymen, that none could have been better sup- 
ported. It will be supposed that we received many ap- 
plications which did not come within the scope of our de- 
sign. Every tourist, in fact, who bad quilted England on 
some sudden emergency, and neglected to calculate his 
mode of subsistence, made a point of applying to ue. In 
A few months we might have compiled a catalogue of 
names important to tbe secretary of state. Cases that 
Bbowed a lack of prudence i-atbcrthan principle were met 
by private Rubscriptiong, One was tbat of a Mr, Tubbs, 
who had formerly been a merchant of some standing in 
London, hut who loved a playhouse so much better than 
his own tbat his ruin as a trader commenced his career 
as an actor. Failing to bring the English people to a 
sense of his merits, he had embarked for Jamaica, where, 

^^^mftdo her Smt Rppoarsncc in America, at Philadelphin, in Mrs. SiilJone'g 
^^K&Torite cliaractcr, Isabella, in t)ie "}>'ntiil Uarrlsgu." Slie returned to ' 
^^EKigland, nnd dLcd Iberc !□ 1833. lira. E«mblo, in ber deligbtful " Riicards 
^^Httf ft Girlhood," gives a. most amusing account of the meetings of her 
^^BDiiits Sddona and Wbitelock «rtcr both of them bad left the stage. 
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nilsr remli eiuaitift, h« had expnld^a his last ahillini! 
illiBg PhiladdphU, to b« there toM by the man- 

r thU thm WM no opcninjy for liia services. Ilav- 
^ mrt this pPtMm U thu Ansoreontic, «t a period when 
lie patronizeil artioj;, I eoald not h«lp ConuniBcrating tlic 
rbu)|tp h« bad tiadn^otHi in cmbraetng his vapory Juno, 
•o nnploTMl my rbvtorio to imlnoo him to give up iht 
pvnait. snd my iniiTnt to g« him appointed supercargo 
to a WMt-lndtaman, in both of which emli-arors, I ara 
glad to «y, I warn ftOCCMsful. I wm aftem-anls told of 
aomething that bad oocurred to Tubbs on his way to Ja- 
■uies, which atmck mc u amaKiiig. He bad t»ken hia 
pMaage with a party of wild Irish emigrants who were 
prisg to the West Indies, bent on "picking the goincas 
from thf gooseberry bashtii." As he intended during the 
Toyagv to "get np" a rang<( of cbaraclers, for this pnr- 
pcae be got Dp every night, when the Hibernians had re- 
tired, and traversed the eJear deck, muiUTing " Richard," 
"Borneo," or otbers in saceession, and imagining he saw 
aroond a dense crowd of listening eyes and throbbing bo- 
sons. His iltnsion was not altogether unfonnded. !Ntght 
ftfter night the watch on the forecastle had been obseiV- 
ing him, though hiding themselves by mast nnd rigging, 
and on his impassioned gestures and roulterings they 
could put but one construction. He was blessed with a 
towering frame roeaanring about six feet one, with a ten- 
dency to distend from a Tnbb into a hogshead, which 
made him seem a very likely person to head the Irishmen 
in the steerage in an act of piracy. The crew soon made 
to the captain, who enjoined them 
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evening Tnbba had bethought him of an csperiment 
the language of Renault in " Venice Preserved," believ- 
ing that the honeyed \-illain had more in him than the 
public had ever yet seen. Working himself np to a good 
acting pitch, he strode towards the snilors and broke into 
tbo speech in Trhicb Henault gives directions to the con- ■ 
^Rpirators to seize the city : ^^^H 

^H Must in t!ie miJst keep four battalia fast, ^^^^^| 

^H And, Theodore, be sure to plant the cannon. ^^^^^| 

^^K .... Bui, ubore T chni^e jou, ^^^^^H 

^H Blicd lilood enough !" etc. ^^^^^^ 

All of which being interpreted as directions to tbo I^^^Tj 
bernians, two of whom happened to Steal ont at this mo- 
, nieiit for a breath of clear air, tbo suspicions of the watch 
wanted no further confirmation, Tubba was seized in a 
jiffy, and half a dozen pistols held to his head, as they 
opened the hatches and compelled hiro to descend, assail- 
ing him with such Hebrew as, "No, you don't seize the 
ship, you pirate ! you big-bcllicd Picaroon !" etc. Nor 
did he regain his liberty until he had esplaincd the fact 
to the captain at least half a dozen times : a salutary 
lesson to people of poetic animus how they forget that 
the world about them is stupidly and substantially mat- 
ter of fact. 

Tubba rose after this to comfortable circumstances, hut 
his stomach distended in a greater ratio than his purse, a 
keenly imaginative spirit evaporating to leave the sedi- 
ment of an animal craving — love for swallowing, rather 
than giving forth, good things. This gluttony soon un- 
fitted him for his duties, lie ato and ate, and swelled 
and swelled, till one captain of a ship objected to taking 
hitn on the score of his bulk adding to the cargo. His 
cud was, as it deserved to be, a painful one. He fell ill 
in Ballimore, got into debt to support liis appetite, and 
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his creditofB GUironDdcd his bed in bis lant momenl 
try and get their dnea. *' Will you pay me for these din- 
ners, Mr. Tnbbs f" " Do joa know, Rir, what you owe mo 
"or oxtail soup?" and bo on. They were at length in- 
luced to leave bim, and tbc moment after he beard that 
Tticular murmur from the abdominal region whieh pre- 
cedes diBEoIution; at which, opening his eyes and lips for 
tbe last time, be exclaimed; "What the devil do you 
grnmble for? I owe you nothing." 

Of al! the stories I heard of emigrants, politioal or pri- 
vate, during my connection with the St, George's Society, 
rone touched me more than the account of a worthy 
Frenchman who had been ruined hy tbe taking of St. 
Eustatius, and who Lad been required by a public notice, 
with all others in the iiiland, to deliver to the admiral an 
inventory of bis effects. On the day appointed for the re- 
ception of these documents he, not having appeared, was 
Bent for. The officer, entering his house, found bim sit- 
ting at a table in a poorly furnished room, bis bead Ican- 
bia hand and bis brow deeply graven with the lines 
if affliction. On being reminded of the inventory be 
»ok up a pen and wrote simply as follows: "Point d'ar- 
gentf point debiens ; point de comnwce ; point de credit/ 
point de reputation/ seidanent un paiivre ccmtr rompu" — 
No money; no goods; no trade; no credit; no reputation ; 
only a poor, broken heart. 

It amused us occasionally to read some of the Western 
newspapers, whose editors being also the printers, often 
composed an article as they set it up. Many provincial- 
isms were adopted as the readiest modes of espression, 
which, to Europeans, were not very intelligible. For in- 
;ance, an advertisement to the legal jirofession would 
'equently commence thus: "A gentleman of considera- 
ile experience in the law line, wishes a dependency." 
'ow English people imagining that the " law line " could 
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only allude to the rope which government gratiiitoiiBly 
presentB to some of its acquaintance, would naturally con- 
clude tliat a gentleman of some experience had had suffi- 
cient "dependency" already. Again, tracts of land in 
the Union which connected large towns with small ones 
were called " necks," as, the Neck of Boston, for instance. 
It was, therefore, no unusual thing to read, "To ho sold, 
part of Abraham Lawrence's neck." An announcement 
that might confirm some of the English people in their 
belief that the Americans were cannibals. These mistakes 
may be classed with those I have sometimea heard of in 
houses of business, resulting there, not from language, but 
penmanship. A merchant I knew in Norfolk once wrote 
to his London agent to send him thirty thousand black 
Tacks; the letter T not being distinctly formed, the 
agent read it black Jacks, and after runuoaging Birming- 
ham, Sheffield, etc., could only obtain about a fourth of 
the number, which he sent on, saying the rest should fol- 
low as soon as possible. A more startling surprise was 
that of a London merchant who in a letter to his agent in 
Brazil requested that he would remit him one or two 
monkeys, but inserting figures instead of letters (I or 2) 
it had the appearance of a thousand and two. The agent, 
after scouring the proTinco to collect them, was compelled 
to engage the entire hold of a ship to convey them. We 
may imagine the feelings of the sailors with these fidgety 
passengers during a two months' voyage, but hardly those 
if the merchant they were consigned to. 
The negroes as well as the actors in America were sup- 
^scd to have profited by the yellow fever. It was be- 
lieved that, from some physical cause, they were in a de- 
gree impregnable to the infection, and they were, conse- 
quently, generally employed as nurses. The opportunities 
thus afforded them of rifling the dead, when the malady 
had swept off every member of a family, ■wexe s.QTO.'SCwfte^ 
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■pting for tbcir td«u of rrclUnd*, so that it I 

i remark that jrun tniglit know ^rherc the fere 

a ngiiig I'y lUc Sonday droaa of tlio bl&uk women. 

lot, bowcvor confiiM-d raiglit Ito tlic-ir notions about 

Ibrr pDO|ilc*B (irojierty, the world coald never retaliate 

f robbing them of wbat was peculiarly their own — their 

Varitiuft iiiatanccti of lUis were given mc, even 

B K) grave n subject as the above. 

A wcaltliy female of Pbiladel|)bia having been seised 

with tlio fever in coming home from a ball, was in a few 

•an bronght apjiarently to the verge of dissolution. All 

7 relations took flight, fearful of sharing a fate they 

cnild not avert, ami a black nurse was sent for. While 

ing in thia state a valuable necklace slie bad been wc.-ir- 

B carefully |)ut away by ber nltendant, to prevent 

Bits getting soiled. It pleased Heaven that tbfa lady 

llftould recover, and after a few days, remerabering, among 

■ «tber worldly things, bcr necklace, »he aeked Ilannab 
l.kbout it. The handmaiden replied, she "bcUeb when 
I'BtMy go to die, ebc gib neckliss to lady to keep." Ifat- 
Inrally concluding that this lady must be one of her 
f friends, she made inquiries when her health was restored, 
R^nd discovered that no such circumstance had occurred. 

■ Her nurse was by this time nowhere to bo found; but the 

■ lady was fortunate enough to meet with her a short time 
l«fterwards in the South, dressed in the highest burlesque 
" of fashion, and wilh the identical diamond necklace repos- 
ing on her bosom, like a line of stars streaking a thunder- 
cloud. "Hannah!" exclaimed the owner, with an amazed 
look; " I thought you told me I gave my necklace to a 

I lady to keep." " Iss, missy," was the cool reply, as the 
^ack aristocrat took off the precious ornament and rc- 
med it, " 00 gib um to me I" 

Pennel was once taken ill at Baltimore, and on sending 
jirae inquired her terms. " Me ask oo two dollar a 
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I flay, Mass:! Fennel." "Tivo dollars!" be exdaitned; 
^that's double the ordinary charge." "Iss, why, 'cause 
00 get Tvell BO berry soon." " What do you mean ?" in* 
quired the tragedian. "I go to gallery ob a play some- 
time, and I see oo, massa, ahvay» berry bad nt night and 
quite well in a mornin', so Fm tinking I shall nebber get 
de fibe dollar fpr lay oo out." Fennel was so cheered by 
this impression that he got well on the strength of it, 
and said he never paid an extortion so willingly, 

t Towards the ^ai'r ses, in a literal sense, my devotion 
"was never Called in question, but I must confess I had al- 
ways an antipathy to black women. An Englishman, I 
believe, always aBSOciatos purity with absence of color, 
and feels that only whiteness can bo angelic. To me tho 
j connection has ever appeared so saorcd I did not like to 
^^Umve it disturbed Ly even looking at — " Black scandal and 
^HEouM aced reproach." And as to my wife, if I could bavo 
^B^eoiisented to her being attended by a nogress at a certain 
I period, I should have expected that the result would have 
come frowning into tho world and thrown a shade upon 
my hearth for tho rest of my days. For this prejudice, 
which was no doubt a ridiculous one, I was now destined 
to be punished. 

On an eioeedingly cold though clear night, the snow 
faaving fallen to the depth of some feet, I was returning 
alone from a parly; and by tho side of a wall in a back 
street, which was a short cnt to my dwelling, but was 
backward also as regards lamps and watchmen, I had 
proceeded but a few paces when I heard the pattering of 
a pair of broad feet behind me; and as I thought it not un- 
likely ihese might belong to some necessitous foreigner 
who wished to make an inquiry respecting my purse, I 
conceived that I was not compromising my dignity by ad- 
mitting that "discretion ia tho better part of valor" — 
which is to say, less elegantly, that I took to TO73'aftA'&'*»-^ 
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Al this the stcpB o£ my pursuer quickened, and a~ 
Itoico summoned mo to stop. My fears were i 

mod, and I need ecarcely add that my policy was per- 
tcd in; but unluckily tbc hardened snow upou the path- 
Srfty bftd become so glassy that it was impossible to plant 
Fb step with certainty. Speed was therefore perilous, and 
in my efforts to maintain mine I at length missed my 
footing and pitched into a bank which instantly enclosed, 
ill a sort of Belf-adapting vise, every inch of my body. 
Feeling that resistance was now out of the question, I 
endeavored to find my way to my purse, to purchase re- 
lief from my prison; and as ray pursuer drew nigh turned 
the one eye I had at liberty to survey him, Ilira ? — oh, 
horror ! it was a she, a black woman as large as any two 
aldermen that were ever distended npon turtle, and whom 
I concluded at once to he one of those erring daughters of 
Cythorea, who at nightfall prowled abroad for exhilarated 
planters. To describe her person I can hardly find terms. 
She was a latitudinarian of no ordinary dimensionfl, but 
her height was equal to her periphery; her bead was 
buried in a mound of fat, with eyes that rolled like moons 
in an eclipse, half black, half white, divided by a nose as 
flat as her forehead, and flaming over the abyss of a semi- 
circular mouth. All theso bodily enormities were ex- 
ceeded by lier behavior. She looked on ail that bad 
passed as so good a joke that her huge frame was con- 
vulsed with merriment; peals of echoing laughter came 
gurgling up her throat, and as she approached, panting, 
blowing, and roaring, her fat bands tucked into her sides 
and her pavior's-mallet-like feet shaking the earth at every 
step, I could think of nothing but an elephant in a tiger- 
chase. As a climax to the affair it was impossible she 
could miss me, since it was ordained I should select my 
I bed within four feet of the only lamp in the street. When 
[the reached me, another and another shout succeeded, and 
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thou her voice mellifluoiisly framed the exclamation, " Oh, 

00 Eaughty man, to run away from pretty oomaii 1" Fan- 
cy the full horror of my situation I Had it been a fool- 
pad, who would have first robbed and then murdered me, 

1 could have submitted with comparative complacency; 
but to fall into the grasp of such a moral ogre, bound, as 
it were, hand and foot, with no friend at hand to avert 
or drop a tear over the catastrophe. I bad but one bope 
— that in attempting to drag me out she might plunge me 
under the Bnow, and so consign me to a blissful suffoca- 
tion. 

After calling me alternately " luh " and " naughty 
man" several times, and finding that neither made me 
move, she extended a band, like the wing of a bat, to ex- 
tricate me. Seizing me by the shoulder, her great eyes 
distending in triumph, she released me from my position 
with all the ease of lifting a feather. The moment my 
feet touched the ground my courage returned, for I heard 
footsteps approacliing, and again I darted off at full speed, 

I this time being luckily able to maintain my footing. To 
my mingled wonder and delight she did not pursue me, 
but burst again into a peal of laughter, and as I receded 
I could hear the ogress still enjoying my fright; nor did 
the derisive sounds seem to quit my ears till I had fairly 

. passed through and closed my door. On subsequent re- 
flection it struck me that, after all, I was perhaps mis- 
taken as to this person's character. She might have been 
merely a mad wag in search of excitement — a female 
Falstaff, a black "Jack;" sbo was as fat, apparently as 
fanny; and one kind office she had certainly done me, in 
my extrication. I believe this adventure bad its good 
effect, for I began to look at the color so much more 
steadfastly after that as to diminish ray alarm on all 

^{ature occasions. 

My favorite place of resort in Philade\\iVia.-^as,'Va^'i3'i 



ini, tbft fint, and for many ytvn the only, public^ 

ioa of nalanl rnriuoilSr* in tbo Union. Of tbrir ei- 

aoU jircatrvatiou U in uccdlcsa to speak bcrv, Jt'a 

eller hu entered this city without awanltug t)ic jao- 

ilvr hia due mvt>d of pnuio. The- oI>ject tiiat attract!^ 

atlcDtion wu tbc Kkclcton of that woutlerfnl quail' 

iped, th« mammoth, which has «o Hufficirntly didprored 

tb« aucrliona of Ituffon about tlio " belittling inflncoce" 

of tbo clitnat«. Yh tbut did not iniiTcxt me so ranch asi 

S$t Ihs obtruaive featuro of tbo collection: a bow> witli 

■rbicli wiut connected so Klriking a history tliat I shail 

lake leavo to repeat it. 

An African prince, defeated in a native battle, gave 
himiiclf up ou condition that he might retain his bow and 
quiver. Uouf;lit from hie conquerors for some bauble, 
and consigned to the Carolinas, be was there again sold as 
a Mlnve; but bia pleasing face and manners secured for 
him in all situations the privilege of keeping bis arms, 
the only rtlica of his former power, the sole objects of hia 
affection. His strength and etatellness recommended him 
to Colonel Mottle, a hnmanc master, in whose service he 
died, the bow and quiver being gratefully preserved in 
the colonel's family as memorials of bis fortitude and 
fidelity. In the campaign of 1781 the widow of Colonel 
Mottle (who bad died a patriot) was ejected from her 
house on the River Congaree, to make room for a Brilieb 
garrison. When this garrison was besieged by a small 
detachment of Americans, whose approaches were within 
gunshot, the widow, who lived in a cottage not far from 
her former dwelling, was informed that an unwillingness 
to injure her property was the only impediment to its re- 
duction. " Regard not me," she replied, "at snch a lime 
this. I will show yon the best means to effect yonr 
Then producing the bow, "This," sud i 
longed to a faithful servant, who bent it in tbe ^ 
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of freedom in Africa. An arrow from it will easily carry 
a match to the roof." The bow was instantly supplied 
with the missile, and a blazing roof soon brought capitu- 
lation, when the Americans entered the defences, and the 
Englishmen joined them in extinguishing the flames. 

The magnanimity of a prince and the heroism of a 
woman are nothing uncommon, but the novelty consisted 
in this primitive weapon, devoted to the cause of freedom 
in one continent, serving in the same cause, under such 
different circumstances, long after, in another; escaping 
all hazards, to be presented, by a struggler in the conflict, 
to this museum, as a memento equally interesting to trav- 
eller and native. 

9* 
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-TUo Curoliasa, — Joumev to CliftrlesCon ; o Carolina OrdiuijpJ 
Social Cliancteristici.— Dect-killtngi a Dead Shot.— A riantcra' ] 
the "Carolby Jig." — Storied of the Swamps; thi. ?pcctfo Troop, etc. — 
Lt^I Lalin. — Coloael Tarleton and Unjor Cangev; rtanlts nraong the 
Hantcrs. — Baron i]o GUubcck's Troop nnd Title— Anecdote of the Irish 
Brigade.— Charieeton Societj; Varieties of Color.— The Dglj Club; its 
Bules ; Ordeal of a. Member. — Carolina Dews. — Fishing and IJileB; 
Soono with aStiake; a Lively Hu I, — Alligivlora; the River Lawyer; a 
Civiliiod Specimen. — Sampleti of Blnek Dumor; the Criminal a Judge. 
—Byne'e Visit to Jnmaica; liid Retreat. 

I HAD been frequently invilcil by ray old friend Pla- 
cide* to pay a visit to Cbarleston during tliQ summer 
months, but had always objected on account of the cli- 
mate, which had waged war specially with my unfortunate 
brethren. At length good health, curiosity, and the van- 
ity of superior prudence overcame my scruples, and I set 
out for Charleston in the summer of 1800, in my usual 
conveyance, a light wagon drawn by one horse, and fully 
accoutred with fowling-piece, fisMng-rod, etc., to take ad- 
vantage of whatever opportunities the road might afford. 
I have mentioned the peculiar state of tho roads in Vir- 
ginia; as tlioy ran southwards they got worse. Houses 
were farther apart, intercourse more confined, swamps 

* Alexander Flicidk nua a native of France, who appeared in Paris 

will Ijinclon ns a gjmnaat and performer on the tight-rope »ith great BUo- 

:ame to America tonaida Ihu close of the last century, nnd wna 

r many joara mttoagcc of the theatres at Charleston, 8. C, and Ricli- 

" idpVa. Hediedo(yellowteveriul8I2. Hia children, Uenry, Thomas, 

e, Cnrollne (Mrs. Waring— Mrs. W. R. Bluke), and Eliza (Mra. Ashbuir 

9. Maun), trere importaDl Gguces upon the American stogc. 
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□re abundant, and taverns — their necessary consequence 
■more wild and provincial, Tlicao were tlie original 
milestones, for people computed by tUom all intermedi- 
ate distances; they were the arena for the chief btisinesa 
of the country — betting, gambling, and dram- drinking; 
and they were also houses of "entertainment" — that is, 
to survey, not to inhabit. In order that the nature of a 
Carolina ordinary (or, as it ought properly to have been 
termed, extraordinary) may bo aecurately apprehended, 
I will venture to depict one, as a sample of some dozen 
I was doomed to encounter during the journey in ques- 
tion. They were mostly log-huts, or a frame weather- 3 
boarded; the better sort consisting of one story and two 
rooms; the more numerous having no internal divisions, 
with a truly sociable character placing all upon a level, and 
forbidding the existence of parties. One corner of the 
room would be occupied by a "bunk," containing the 
family bed; another by a pine- wood chest, the family 
clothes-press and larder; a third would be railed off for a 
containing a rum-keg and a tumbler. The rest of the 
furniture consisted of two chairs and a table, all in the 
last stage of palsy. Their external distinctions were few, 
but peculiar. You might always know an ordinary, on 
emerging from the woods, by an earthen jug suspended 
by the handle from a pole ; the pipe of the chimney never 
rising above the roof; or a score of black hogs luxuria- 
in the sunshine and mud before the door. On pull- 
ing up at one you usually found the landlord gone to 
rket, the landlady cutting wood in the swamp, "Joe" 
hoeing corn in a field, and only a squalling child upon 
the floor and a ferocious house-dog to receive you. On 
some of the family arriving, yon were stared at as a God- 
send, destined to be made the most of. If hunger and fa- 
tigue compelled you to remain, a little Indian corn for 
your horse, and a blanket on the hearth, with your saddl 
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for a pillow, to ropresenl a bed, were the most yon woni 
oltlain. Id summer a mnii would Bomclimcs vary Lis en- 
joymint by streteliing himself outside near iho pigs, un- 
der Ihu said Irlankct stretched over four stakes, to keep 
oS tbo dows and mosquitoes. As to edibles, whether you 
called for breakfast, dinner, or snppcr, the reply was one 
— eggs and bacon; but the meal brought not a gratifica- 
tion, bat a task. Here the motto was — ultra iodepen- 
denoe; every man his own servant. Ten to one yon had 
to cook the meal yourself, while the landlady was search- 
ing for a trencher; and, when it was before you, you were 
sure of only one thing — to pay for it. No sooner were 
you seated than the house-dog (of the largo wolf breed) 
would arrange himself beside you, and lift his lank, hun- 
gry jaws expressively to your face. The young children, 
never less than a dozen (the women seeming to bear tbem 
in a litter in these regions), at the smell and sight of the 
victuals wonld set up a yell enough to frighten the wolves, 
till the hostess quieted them by saying that they should 
" have fomo when the gentleman had done," with a sig- 
nificance of look and emphasis which plainly told you, 
you were not to eat too much. By this time a party of 
indomitable black cats were clawing at your elbow, to 
hint their claim to come in for snacks; and, if you were 
not expeditious in bolting your fare (mastication was 
impossible), one or the other of these entorprisera wonld 
be on the table and unflesb your fork as it was going to 
yonr mouth, or clear the dish while you paused in con- 
sternation. They had, in fact, a decided system of at- 
tack, surrounding you on all sides, and no sooner was one 
^L cuffed down than another sprang up, so that your hand, 
^Bbstead of emptying your plate, was kept whirling in de- 
^^nnce of it, in the style of the broad-sword exercise. All 
^^Kis was very little recompensed by conversation. If tho 
^^Bi(}/ord were present, te taVkdd oi\\y of the high price 
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rof New England rnm (just at tlie timo you wore put- 
ting youra to yonr lips), or the market for turpentine 
and tobacco; so tbat you were probably di-lvon out-of- 
doors for amusement, when the best that offered waa to 
Bee your horse fed; for if you did not stand beside him 
with your wliip, tlie poultry would hold a consultation 
round the Hm of his meal-tuh, and not leave him suffi- 
cient to grease his teetb. At a receptacle of this kind I 
was compelled, on one occasion, to take shelter from a 
^H storm, and passed the night In a wooden chair, my legs 
^^m upon a tub, my head vainly endeavoring to find repose 
^f upon the rail; the wind and thunder rocking the hut like 
s cradle; the lightning blazing in at every window and 
crevice, till all seemed on fire; and the whole set off, 
though not relieved, by a chorus of wolves in the woods, 

■ who now and then, I thought, were running round the 
house, as though dislodged from their own tenements, 
and exceedingly mortified that I did not quit mine. The 
famished cry of a beast that has no dislike to humanity, 
and the rapid pattering of Lis feet round a cahin that was 
tumbling to pieces, and in the heart of a forest which, 
from extent alone, deserved its title of " eternal," formed 
a novelty of which,! confess, I never desired a repetition. 
Luckily the necessity did not again occur. I was plenti- 
fully supplied with letters of introduction to proprietors 
in North and South Carolina, and at their hospitable resi- 
dences I made it a point to stop if nightfall was approach- 
ing and no town at hand. 

I perceived some difference, I must own, in the char- 
acter of my entertainers and the gentlemen of Virginia, 
With quite as large a measure of conviviality and frank- 
ness, they possessed less intelligence and suavity of man- 
ner. Unlike the latter, they appeared to have intention- 
ally narrowed the circle of their intercourse; and hero 

.1, as in tho old times in Virginia, racing, betting, c 
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;htjng, and hard drinking formed the staple rather C 
tlie auxiliary enjoymentB. A planter nsiially passed his time 
between liis overseers and a tavern, where he called daily 
to talk politics, play at all-fours, make bets, and " stand 
treat " for mint-sling, which, aa you proceeded southward- 
ly, obtained the medicinal name of an " antif ogmatic." 

, Herp, if he conld light on any companionR, like the Vir- 
B he carried them home to dinner : if it proved a 
Tet evening, cards, toddy, and cockfighting formed the 
Bonrces of stimulus; but if fine, and there was no moon- 
light, their diversions were varied by an eicursion for 
deer-killing. A party well-armed with guns and brandy 
■allied into the woods, preceded by a nigger carrying 

laomc lighted charcoal in a pan. The victims were so 
fascinated by the light that they always stared at it 
transfixed, while its reflection on their eyeballs gave the 
sportsman an unerring aim. This may seem to a Euro- 
pean a very dull amusement, but it waa accompanied by 
BO much Berat<:hing from briers, sinking in swamps, aud 
dislodging of rattlesnakes, that a man was kept in a per- 
petual state of excitement. Sometimes, also, very ludi- 
crous mistakes occurred from the multiplying faculty of 
the shooter's vision, the amount of game being frequently 
determined by his amount of brandy; so that, after an 
immense deal of devastation, when the blacks were sent 
to collect the spoil, they would proclaim, with a convul- 
sion of laughter, the identity of the dead deer with cer- 
tain stumps and bushes. 

I once heard of the joke ending aerioasly for a host 
■who piqued himself on his superior eye and rifle. Ho 
"was entertaining a party one evening with a history of 

t feats, when they expressed a wish to witness a speci- 
'. Stimulated by two kinds of spirit — love of glory 
rum — be ordered the necessary preparations, and led 
fsywilh his laudedweapo^ili^ft^vieada laying a heavy 
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wager that he would not kill ten deer in twieo aa many 
minutes. Now it happened, all unknown to him, that hia 
cattle bad been turned into the woods a few hours pre- 
viously, and he stumbled upon just the spot where tbey had 
made a rendezvous. Pitchy darkness, swimming heads, 
and the order to lie close prevented discoveries till exter- 
mination had commenced. The planter, surrounded by 
blacks who loaded his guns and kept tlio fire in a bright 
flame, in less than ten minutes had doubled the required 
nnmher. At the moment, however, that his triumph and 
his party's consternation were rising to a cliraai, a vener- 
able cow, whose back had been grazed by a bullet, felt 
impelled to get up and send forth a long moan of remon- 
strance. The mistake was instantaneously revealed; right 
and left the dead or dying tenants of his meadows were 
identitipd. The betters burst into an uproar of laughter; 
the negroes, fearing that his gun would next be Levelled at 
themselves, threw down the light and scampered. Choked 
with vexation, but overpowered by drams, the planter 
raved, swore, and jumped about in the darkness like a 
Nor did the return home tend to allay his irrita- 
tion, for a mile's scramble through the woods in the gloom 
of Erebus usually divested the wanderer of his bat, boots, 
or skirts, as well as some portion of his beauty. 

One of the ruling amusements of the Carolinaa was 
dancing, the French having apparently inoculated all 
classes with this taste in its most confirmed state. The 
negroes have always been proverbial for their homage to 
St. Vitus, being known to walk five or six. miles after & 
hard day's work to enjoy the pleasure of flinging about 

I their hands, heads, and legs to the musio of a banjo, in a 
manner that threatened each limb with dislocation. But 
their owners, male and female, in these quarters partook 
of the infatuation. I was present at a wedding-party in 
Xforth Carolina, which wotmd up with violent exercise 
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aiHlcr tho titio of a ball. Tiie company, on their amvS 
had been sliown promiscuously into two rooms, well-light' 
cd ami (livUlrd by a ibiii partition, both being laid out 
with tea, coffee, sling, and toddy. Tho sexes, howcTer, 
•oon Bcparaied, and, for the space of an hour, the merri- 
nent seemed eqaal on each side of tlie wainscot. At 
length tho host gave the signal for clearing decks and pre- 
pftfing for action; the tables and partition-boards (sliding 
in a grove) wore instantly removed by the blacks, to form 
the requisite arena, and the seats were ranged ronnd the 
Vftlls. Tho musicIanB (half a doEen operators on catgat, 
ef the same color — Oriiheii, born during their father's 
visit to tho Shades) wero then introduced at one end, and 
the diversion commenced by a gentleman leading a lady 
to the middle of the room, and, after a formal salutation, 
bursting into an eccentric movement, which to me had a 
new and peculiar tiigniBcance. No regular steps, but a 
latitude of shofHc was adopted, in a system of alternate 
pursuit and retreat, now the lady, now her partner gain- 
ing tho advantage, testing at every turn the respective 
■trength of their sinews. One moment the lady, pressed 
closely to a comer, appeared on the verge of a surrender, 
then suddenly recovered spirit, dashing the besieger back 
and chasing him into the like peril. The forces drawn up 
on ail sides wore prepared, however, to rescue either party 
from the shame of a defeat, for at the moment I expected 
to see a wearied-out maiden Bink into her conqneror'a 
arms, or a gentleman make an elegant submission, a friend 
would start forward to the relief in the foil vigor of hia 
or her powers, and enable the exhausted one to make an 
honorable retreat. So these tactics were continned 
through the evening till every Damon and Delia had 
pai'taken of them, and some had displayed their abilities 
;lliTee or four times, when the lines were formed for a 
■tmtry-dance, and in this general cxpreseion of amity 
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and fellowship tha contest concluded. There was evi- 
dently much figurative meaning in this performance, as 
well aa a military character, that attested its French ori- 
gin; for the French have always had the credit of being 
moat expert at fighting and hopping, and history tells us 
that they have sometimes combined ihem. I saw plainly, 
too, that a few such dances must afford good evidence of 
a lady's tact and bodily condition, and perhaps one of the 
beat critcrions by which a man could discover his chance 
of holding the reins of government in case of their union, 

Before concluding my remarks on the mass of planters 
I should mention that I intend them to apply rather to 
those in North than in South Carolina, and in Georgia 
more than in either. The reason I could not discover, 
but I was most happy to find that the South Carolinians 
displayed comparative refinement, a love of books and the 
rrts, and a share of polite as well as solid information, 
Perhapa the secret waa that they associated less with their 
inferiors, and gave their wives and children better educa~ 
tions. Certainly I recognized here a near approach to 
everything Virginian. 

The most marked featnre of the Southern country waa 
the swamps, which not only, on aeconnt of their fogs, ex- 
ercised a bibatory influence on the character of those liv- 
ing near them, but supplied endless traditions to tlie gos- 
Bips. Some of these related to the war, and required 
nearly as great a swallow in the listener as was attributed 
to the swamp. One tale told of the mysterious disap- 
pearance of a whole regiment of king's troops, who, late 
at night, had lost their track over the morasses; and how 
their spirita were accustomed to come up to the surface 
on moonlight nights to go through their evolutions, the 
colonel riding about on a beautiful white horse, and the 
mcu marching, presenting, firing, falling into line, and 
forming solid bodies with the utmost regulatlt'^-, ^ qI 
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wliich tlie CJC3 of various travellers bad accidentally i 
pied — thongli Til t»ke my oath I was not one of them. 
The nogrocH, again, supposed lliat llie devil had apart- 
menifl in these places, seeing that his powers had such 
full play in their neighborhood, and that he lay in wait 
for all who incautiously wandered near them, in order to 
introduce the intruders by a short cut to bis dominions. 

A very fair satire by a foreigner upon Southern travel- 
ling ran as follows: A gentleman walking near the verge 
of a swamp saw a man's bat on the ground. As the beaver 
appeared to be in good condition, he stooped to pick it up, 
when, to hia groat surprise, he heard a voice proceed from 
beneath, desiring him not to meddle with it. He lifted 
it, nevertheless, and perceived a man's head just above the 
sarface of the earth. Alarmed at hia situation, he pro- 
iPoeed to call Ids staves and have him dug out. "Don't 
I toouble yourself, friend," replied ho of the swamp, " I am 
very well mounted." " Mounted ? good heavens, sir ! ia 
it possible that you have a horse under you ?" " A cap- 
ital one," was the answer, " for he has carried me some 
hundreds of miles." "But permit me," persisted the 
planter, " to send for assistance, or yon will lose Hm." 
" Lose him ?" exclaimed the stranger ; "my good sir, ho 
has travelled fifty miles since daybreak, and this is the 
first firm footing he has come to," 

But the swamps were not merely useful in growing rice 
and entombing travellers; they proved a qualifier to the 
rigors of the law, in the manner of the sanctuaries of old; 
for to them most of the cockfighters and jockeys who 
could not pay their debts fled for refuge. The system 
was for the defendant to run in up to hia ears, desiring 
his pursuer to follow and take him out, which, if the 
latter declined (considering his cloth suit the more impor- 
^jjfetot of the two), it was an understood thing that be for- 
^^ftated hia claim. A constable having once run an old fox 
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I to earth in this manner, and not being able or willing to 
sit down before the stronghold and starve him out, was 
puzzled to know how to return the writ, in good legal 
language, to its issuer. At length he applied to a gentle- 
man of some humor, who dictated the following lino of 
very passable Latin : " Johannes Dykes — non cunaatibue 
in Swampum." 
On my way to Charleston I gleaned many anecdotes of 
my old friends. Colonel Tarleton and Major Hanger, who, 
before the commencement of tbeir convivial career in 
London, essayed the field of glory in this quarter. Tarle- 
ton was formed by nature to be a captain of Cossacks. 
In the field or in the street the man was invariably a 
dasher, having all tliat reckless, dare-devil, neck-or-noth- 
ing enterprise which is always ready for a blow and never 

I counts on a repulse. In America ho deservedly cut a con- 
spicuous figure, for all that was done for the king in the 
Southern States must be attributed to him and Lord Baw- 
don. His pell-mell mode of attack told extremely well on 
undisciplined troops, since he conld cut up the half of a 
body before it could make use of its arms; while his ex- 
pedition, in Hcouring the country, confirmed his successes 
and retrieved his defeats. This flying about procured for 
^^ Mm a reputation with the old women nearly akin to Lu- 
^K cifer'a. Noises were never heard in the night, no wind 
^H could whistle by, but the galloping of " Tarleton'a Troop " 
^H was distinctly recognized, so that at Icngtb bis name be- 
^H came the popuar bugbear to scare the babies to bed. 
^H Hanger never came forward in the same manner; partly, 
^H I imagine, because he never got the opportunity, and also 
^H that be had not a true military animus. Hanger was a 
^H thorough convivialist — a man who loved the whole hnman 
^H race so well that he would have liked to spread the earth 
^H like a table and convert the ocean into punch. He must 
^^^have hated fighting, since it destroyed good-fellow&h.\\!,-w\i!i. 
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^Vbiro ilcspiscd all maniruvringbut that of britiging bodies 

^1 amicably together. Had he been put in coinniitnd wbeo 

^r S battle was impending, be was the sort of mao wbo 

would have desired bis antagonist to crack a bottle of 

wine wilb bim, and so actllo tbe matter without the non- 

BeUfe of cracking sconces. 

Tarleton and Hanger, being a good deal together, were 
in tbe habit of relieving tho fatigues of duty by adven- 
tures among the planters, sometimes in assumed cbarac- 
Iters, though their own were more facetious. It was re- 
lated of them that learning there was to be some dancing 
At an adjacent estate, on the occasion of a family festival, 
they resolved to be present, believing that their mere 
names would be a sufficient introduction. They accord- 
ingly rode thither unattended, knocked at the door of the 
bouse, pretended they had lost their way, and desired 
entertainment for the night. They were respectfully re- 
ceived by the planter, who ordered a room to be prepared 
for them; but, as this did not meet their wishes, they ex- 
pressed a desire to join the merrymakers. The gentle- 
man remonstrated, fearing, as the assembly was quite pri- 
vate, that their presence might cast a shade over it. They, 
however, persisted, and at length their host was compelled 
to introduce them to the scene of festivity. His feara 
were verified. In an instant the music seemed to cease, 
and tbe lights to go out. The gallants, however, nothing 
abashed, addressed two of the prettiest girls in tbe room, 
, and were on the point of leading them back to their di- 
version (for what Carolinian can resist a dance), when the 
tramp of horses was heard without, and a servant ran in 
to infonn his master that a party of provincial skirmish- 
ers were in the yard, who required to speak with him. 
^^ The sudden dismay in our heroes' faces, and the triumph 
^H^which displaced the scowling chagrin of the beaux about 
^^^Aecfj may be imagined. Tbe host, a superior kind of 
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rman, of mild denicanor, turned to the intruders, and, with- 
out any change in his manner, observed, " Now, gentle- , 
men, you perceive that you occupy precisely the same 
eituation that you placed me in ten minutes ago, I have 
no doubt the warning I am about to give you will be 
thought very extraordinary," Sayingthis, heloft the room, 
and Tarleton and Hanger expected nothing less than the 
appearance of a dozen muscular countrymen to escort 
them to General Greene's headquarters. In a few minutes 
iho host returned to thera and said, " I have told the offi- 
cer of the party that this room is full of my friends. In 
that character, tbough you did not come, you can rottro, 

I Two of my slaves have led your horses to the back of tho 
stable. I trust, gentlemen, that this warning will not bo 
thrown away," Struck with the spirit of this return, they 
warmly acknowledged their offence and bis generosity, 
assured him the warning should not bo thrown away, 
and, politely bowing to the company, made good their re- 
treat. 
From another incident that was told me, it appeared 
that they did not long keep their word, for no warning 
could subdne their appetite for adventure. Hanger heard 
of a jollification to take place among some negroes at an- 
other plantation, and, a.s an observer of life in all its vari- 
eties, and a lover of humor under any skin, be resolved to 
be present at it, and prevailed on Tarleton to accompany 
him. Accordingly they made their appearance at the 
I of action about ton o'clock at night, briefly ex- 
plained their wish, and produced, as a note of introduc- 
tion, a gallon of superior mm. Nothing could have been 
more decisive. Hanger was voted with acclamation into 
tho chair, Tarleton became hia vice, and in a short lime 
the scene reached a pitch of exhilaration as novel as it was 
vivid. It was like a gala day in the Shades, as the Tarta- 
j laughed. Jumped, danced, and sang all their favor- . 
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ite ditties — "Thd Praise of Bumbo," "Virginny Nigg( 
Wrry Good," " I Lost my Shoe in an Old Canot 
etc. — till tlie morrimtnt grew bo iiproarions tliat an over- 
f was induced to walk towards the hut; but, hearing 
rangers' voices, ho paused, opened the door softly, and, 
9 his great surprise, recognized the visitors. The master 
of this person was a patriot in secret commiiuicatiuu with 
General Greene, and who this evening had a party of 
their mutual frieuds dining with him. The overseer saw 
at a glance at once his duty and his interest, and, closing 
tho door unobserved, ran off to the house and gave the 
alarm. The company, though doubting his story, instant- 
Uiy armed themselves and made for the spot; but, as they 
^W^>proached, perceived a group before the hut as though 
^Pdrflwn up to resist them. The fact was that Hanger had 
proposed to tho blacks a trial of agility, wagering an- 
other gallon of rum that he and bis companion would 
beat any two present at a race. The two fleetest having 
been selected by the general voice, they were now poai- 
tioned in due order for starting when a discharge of pis- 
tols from the approaching parly gave an unexpected sig- 
nal. In an instant every man became a racer; all was 
flight and terror; and so much game presented itself in 
the darkness that Hanger and Tarlcton were enabled to 
gain their horses, in an adjoining wood, before the plan- 
ters had beaten up the blacks and discovered the right 
scent. 

I also heard a joke of Hanger's which struck me as 
being very characteristic. At tho attack on Camden by 
Lord Rawdon he pi-esaed every available man into the 
service, not even excepting the musicians. When tho 
prisonera were being brought in, a provincial officer com- 
plained of brutal nsage from hia capturer. "After I had 
I tendered my sword," said he, " this fellow threw down his 
^n and began to pommel rae." "Well, sir," said Hang- 
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rer, "that's nothing extraordinary; tho mau'a a drum- 
mer." 
The antagoniat that gave Tarleton the most trouble in 
the South was tho Baron tie Glaubeck, a German cavalry 
officer of great skill, and scarcely his inferior in activity. 
On being given the command of the Carolina cavalry un- 
der Greene, he found, at their first review, that a body of 
three hundred men could not muster ten swords among 
them. He accordingly ordered them to arm themselves 

ITcith good hickory sticks, about a yard long, mounted 
with iron spikes; and -when he liad trained them by the 
most effective evolutions in the use of these, he fell upon 
a body of IIcsHians, when his party so plied their cudgels 
that a rout ensued, leaving him master of artillery and 
baggage. For this exploit ho was labelled with a cogno- 
men which has since been applied to a more modem hero, 
" Old Hickory." 

While on the subject of soldierly exploits, I cannot re- 
^m sist mentioning an anecdote of the Irish Brigade — a regi- 
^H ment whose feats and vicissitudes formed so interesting 
^H a feature in the military history of the last centnry. At 
^H the siege of Savannah, their commander, Count Dillon, 
^H being anxious that they should early signalize themselves, 
^H offered a reward of fifty guineas to tho first man who 
^H should plant a ladder in the fosse which was exposed to 
^^M tlie fire of the garrison, liot one of them attempting to 
^H advance, the count, in a paroxysm of fury, upbraided them 
^H with cowardice. The sergeant-major proudly replied, 
^H "No, sir, we are not cowards, and we are not hirelinga. 
^H If your honor had not offered us money for the service 
^K~ we would have gone forward in a body." The eouut was 
^H speechless: he was asked to wave his hand; the men 
^H Bcnt up a Bhout, sprang forward as with one movement, 
^H and out of one hundred and ninety-four only ninety of 
^H those devoted hearts returned. 
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On reaching Charleston I found ihinga much more eom- 
fortahlo than I bad (.■xpectcd, the day, though intolerably 
witnn, bluing tempered by breezes in the evening which 
revived one's epirits and power of enjoyment. Still the 
theatre, or iiny amusement which collected a multitude &t 
this hot season, was unacceptable, for either the giving or 
receiving of " entertainment " was felt to be a laborii_So- 
cioty here appeared to bo a furious mixture of all the 
human complexions which had ever found a place on tho 
earth's broad pattern-book, from the jet-black of the Afri- 
can, through every intermediate stage of ereolc and quad- 
roon, Spanish olivo, Indian red, Mexican brown, and every 
tint of cream-color, to tlio clear white of an Englishman, 
As the proportion was not in favor of tho whites, the 
city had a foreign look, particularly at a time of year 
when only a dark skin — the favorite of the sun — courted 
its fervorjjgnd at parties I met always a great number 
of j-ellow girls, daughters of crcolQ mothers, who were 
among the prettiest and most engaging women I had ever 
seen. They possessed a natural taste for music and sing- 
ing, while tho sparkle of their faces and the fulness of 
their forms gave great fascination to their dancing and 
chattering. They seemed like slips of the French en- 
grafted upon a South American stock. TurnbuU, an act- 
or, who saw one for the first time at a house in Charles- 
ton, was Bo impressed by the dramatic force of everything 
she said and did that he could not resist getting up at the 
end of one of her vivacities, and saying to her, in a tone 
of great earnestness, "Madam, did you never think ot 
playing Wowski ?" 

The citizens I found to be of much the same order as 
the New-Torkors, entirely divided between business and 
pleasure. They breathed neither the literary atmosphere 
^ Philadelphia and Boston, nor the political one of Balti- 
Bore. They seemed a world in themselves, very leisurely 
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and happily taking things as tbey went, and twining the 
locks of old Time as though their hae waa not gray but 
golden. Of course my own reception at these places can 
afford little criterion. Blesaod with good spirits and am- 
ple introductions, I was saro of a welcome everywhere. 
But, as regarded visitors in general, I should say that the 
chief difference between Korthern and Southern hospital- 
ity was this — that the one displayed a craving for new 
faces, the other a desire never to part with any that hod 
on CO pleased them. 

The Charleston people claimed to possess what has 
formed a primary element in the greatest minds — humor; 
and a society existed in their city marked by an original- 
ity in scope and detail not to be surpassed by tbc most 
brilliant records of Europe. It was called "The ITgly 
Club," and the chain of reasoning npon which it was 
I founded was as follows : " All natnre's works are beanti- 
I ful, though all beauty is not uniform. Social errors only 
I have created arbitrary tastes. It is man's businoBS, 
[ as a reasonable being, to lead back his fellow-creatures to 
, true principles, and to provide for his own comfort and 
instruction by associating in companies those who are 
similar." In accordance with this philosophy were the 
various particulars in the club's constitution. The first 
law enacted that the meeting was always to be held in 
the most ill-favored apartment in the ugliest house in 
Charleston; the windows to overlook either a dock or a 
dung-heap; the floor to he an inclined plane, the wains- 
cot a rat-bed, and the ceiling a sieve, both colored bright 
red or yellow; the furniture to consist merely of chairs 

I and tables, rough-hewn out of hickory by a haekwoods- 
man ; and a Dutch looking-glass, so full of veins that look 
who would into it, he should appear a libel on hnmanity. 
The second rule explained the ground of admission, which 
■Was broad, liberal, and explicit, Any man ^'co'aoima^i'W'^ 
^^^^^^ 
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Booiety ugly — a phyBiognomical oulcaet — was entitled to 
become A member, making no distinctions as to creed or 
country, these being major points with inferior institu- 
tions. The third rule enjoined a proselj-liziDg spirit, 
which has only to be explained to prove its social service. 
It is a well-known phenomenon that all ugly men are vain, 
the probable explanation being that in the majority of 
cases ihcy arc so, as ignorant men arc knowing ones: it 
is a piece of mere policy to show indifference to the 
world^s ill-nature. Nevertheless, as the digniOed con- 
Eciousneaa of merit is more to be desired than the petty 
frivolities of display, this third rule enac^ted that all van- 
ity in the members, whether enrolled or duly qualified to 
become 80, was to be utterly rooted out; to compass which 
the Bimplegt means were found to be snfficient. The 
cracked Dutch lookiug-glass already mentioned, which 
hung beside the chairman, was always produced whenever 
signs of Mightiness displayed themselves, and proved a 
never-failing restorer of the delinqucnl's reason. As van- 
ity, therefore, was known Uj be the only check to an am- 
ple ertension of the society's numbers, the social good 
was their authority to seek out new members and purify 
them of their weakness. Accordingly, whenever the ar- 
rival of a qualified candidate was buzzed about the city, 
the secretary waited upon him with a polite invitation to 
favor the society with his company. As soon as he had 
taken hia seat at the table, and the rules and objects of 
the meeting had been explained to him, the attack was 
commenced by one of the members observing, " Ton ap- 
pear to have a very long nose, sir." His consternation 
probably produced a langh, but its sting the chairman 
qualified by remarking, "Positively long, yet moderate in 
comparison; for, if you observe, sir, the tip of mine forms 
an acute angle with a line drawn horizontally from my 
Uider lip, and an obtuse one with my chin; though acnte 
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angles, I beg to eay, without incurring tliD chai'ge of van- 
ity, bave never been considered ugly, from the days of 
Enclid," Another member now broke in, "I shonid say, 
sir, that your mouth h not deficient in capacity, from its 
semicircular figure." A second stare, without response 
from the party, produced a denial from the secretary, who, 
opening bis jawa to show their full extent, ehallonged tho 
visitor to pack the interior of his orifice with as many 
square inches of bread and bacon. Another critic would, 
perhaps, then inform him that bis bair was of that pecul- 
I iar hue which typifies combustion, when a friend was suro 
' to respond that, so far from considering their guest's hair 
fiery, he, as the owner of a powder-mill, should not enter- 
tain the smallest fear of an accident, were the gentleman 
to walk into bis work-rooms, 

I The chairman would now rise and beg to propose him 
aa a member. If be proved a social, sensible fellow, the 
Utmost hilarity attended bis initiation; but if, on the con- 
trary, he took the proposition in dudgeon, the looking- 
glass was produced iu iustification. If its rcfiections did 
not eradicate his good opinion of himself, and he retreat- 
ed in a huff, war was formally declared, and plans sug- 
gested to drive him into submission. If he walked abroad, 
he was sure to meet a member, who pointed out bow be 
I abused the kindness of Providence by refusing to join a 
I meeting instituted for mutual protection and amusement, 
^ of which be might soon attain to the bonor of becoming 
president. If be stayed at bome, be received a dozen let- 
ters a day from women who had fallen in love with him, 
and who poured forth their feelings in some such style as 
i the following : 

"Oeaii Sjk,— An fpodi Una octiiiTcJ iu luj liitliiTlo liigiii tsiileiiop. I 
Bliavc seen jou, anj I am no longer nliat I nas. Maj I believe tlie «liia- 
peringa of my licavt tbat y/a arc ilestiiicd for cnch other, from the oi 
IB sjmpatbica o( our peraon^ Your stature, like min^ ia ombltioua and • 
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"gmtMll)' Ibin ; vour leg* form Uic moat groccdil curie I have cicr i 
ynur hiniU liara such an trnplitudc rs niut give great facilil; in grasp- 
in);; and jrour huail appears lurgo enough fur two Biich tnuncs; but U i» 
needed, 1 suppose, Tor tlie quiudtjp of its furniture. I must coutcw I 
piqued myself upoQ tliD brillianca of my hair, till I eitw yaura. Saw, 
nlos, mlDe appeora but as tlic siekly flickcrings of a lamp ; j-oura the 
ruddy glow of it fiirnsce. On one point oulf jov hnve respevted aj eora- 
placcncv — your cfci. I do not heaitaM to any tLnt the obliquity o[ hum 
hu given tne llirough life a ElogleneH ot perccpllon trhich youra eoold 
nevur purpaaa, though I admit that in other respects yours, being of tha 
kind l«rnied ' |>ig's,' arc suporior to mine, which are named after a poorer 
character, ' ferret's.' Say, then, deac j'outh, ivith all these afflnitica, are we 
torcmam nsunilcr? 

" VouiB till death, DiMiB Pxhaooh." 

Uixia llie perusal of thU, if the victim lost bis com- 
posure 80 far as to deliver a few epithets on ugly clubs, 
ugly women, and all sacb conspirators against a man's 
peace, ten to one the president ot the society introduced 
iiimsolf the next moment and repeated bis old importuni- 
ty, "My dear friend, will you go with me to the club? 
Why do you try to resist the finger of destiny ? Do yon 
know what enjoyments you are casting from yon, what 
sympathy you are shutting yourself out from? If you 
still doubt your qualifications, look once mors in this 
glass." "Heaven's will bo done!" at length exclaimed 
the persecuted being, bis vanity thoroughly expunged; 
" I believe I am an ugly devil, and it is the finger of des- 
tiny that I should belong to your club 1" 

That evil ingredient in the Southern climate which 
proved so destructive to foreigners was, the dews— the 
condensed exhalations of a marshy coast which nightly 
descended upon the inhabitants. The term dew, as we 
understand it in English poetry— a pearly liquid that 
is in the habit of going to bed in a rosebud — by no 

Kis describes " the curse of Carolina." This is an im- 
ement on the Scotch mist, a sort of half-breed be- 
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tween a London fog and a Devonshire abower; which, 
like the evil one, introduced itstlf in the most mild, im- 
perceptible manner, and killed before it could be grap- 
pled with. Europeans would often leavo heated rooms 
in the summer, with coat and throat open, never deem- 
ing that on a clear, starlight night the pestilence waa 
lying in wait for them. Thus exposed a man would walk 
I home, and the next morning find fire and ice playing at 
bo-peep in all his bones. Actors, of all men, however 
perfect (occasionally) on the stage, have never aSected 
this peculiarity in their domestic economy; consequently 
they formed a good proportion of the number who paid 
the price of inattention. I remember it was my lot, 
' Bome years after this, when recruiting in London for the 
1 Boston Theatre, to engage a, person named Hatton, who, 
I for the singular felicity with which ho embodied charac- 
jr tersof the stamp of "Macheath's Gang," enjoyed the repn- 
tation of being " the best blackguard on the stage." Of 
how he could act this part off the boards he favored me 
with a proof in his first performance, by embarking, at 
the bidding of a rival manager, for Charleston instead of 
Boston. Though warned here of the nature of the night 
atmosphere, he had the temerity, on going homo from a 
carousal, to take off his coat and waistcoat, and stretch 
himself on some steps to study the solar system. An 
hour afterwards he was found by an inhabitant incapable 
of moving; in the morning the fever was busy with ita 

I -victim; and by the night, I believe, ho was no more. 
One of my favorite unsocial amusements— fishing — I 
felt shut out from while iu the Carolinas, where yet the 
opportunities were ample, owing to two other Southern 
evils, of which I confess I could never subdue my appre- 
hension — snakes and alligators. These were such insid- 
ious enemies, and, like mine Hoatesa Quickly, being "nei- 
(ber fish, flesh, nor fowl, a man knew not where to have 
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I know not wbat man, indeed, conld oompIafienU 
[Jjr look for a bito from tlio wattr wbilo cxpoclmg one from 
llio lanil. If llie cliauces werL' that you would afford sport 
rather tban obtain it, there seemed to me an end of the 
plcftKiirc. t was even debarred many a pleasant walk 
through the woods, where there was cool shade and a soft 
;oze, lest I should light upon some dark tail that would 
Idenly become volnminotis, especially aa I was informed 
tiiat these reptiles had a foreign taste, t. e., preferred white 
flesh to black — in other words meat not so much roasted — 
a fact that accounts for the few accidents among the ne- 
groes. I may monlion that tho Southern reptile was not 
the rattling inhabitant of hushes, but a burrower in the 
earth. My feelings were destined to be eonfirmcd by a 
scene that occurred during an excursion to the banks of 
the Congarcc River, where the entire bank before the 
tavern that I dined at was a Buake-bcd. The ground, 
which was a rich, black loam, was thoroughly perforated 
with tho avenues of these intei-esting insinuators, and was 
supposed to contain a thousand families, which it would 
have been impossible to extirpate but by digging away 
their territory. Unaware of this, and seeing some negroes 
fishing along the bank, I borrowed a rod from the bar, ob- 
tained directions as to tho sport, and threw in by the side 
of a Ciesar who had strewed the ground with his trophies; 
bnt while I was attaching my bait and looking round, I 
©bserved the head of a snake come up one of these aper- 
tures and survey tho vivaclt}- of the fishes' tails with 
«Tident interest. I instantly mentioned this to ray com- 
panion, but he, with a grin at my alarm, merely called to 
a group of little black Cupids who were running about in 
a slate of nature, to " look arter do snek," and turned 
again to the river. The juveniles not being extra vigilant, 
snake ascended again to his trap-door, coiled out of 
6 hole, and made a successful dart at a large baes; but 
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the weight of the fish was so great he was not able to re- 
treat with it before one of liia little blauk-guarcls observed 
him, and with a cry of mixed fright and frolic, grasped 
the fish by the gills, and disputed its possession. The 
snake, however, contrived to screw his tail into the hole, 
and upon this purchase his strength proved a match for 
hia antagonist's; indeed, for the moment this singular 
spectacle lasted, I thought ho had the advantage, and that 
ultimately he would drag off both boy and fish. But the 
little fellow hatl a noble spirit, and clung on firmly while 
he cried out lustily; the fisherman advanced to the rescue, 
and the snake, taking a timely hint, retreated. When the 
tavern-keeper, who prided himself on being a good shot, 
learned the circumstance, he called for his gun and re- 
Bolved to watch for the snake's return (which was a sure 
thing) to see with what neatness ho could divest it of its" 
head. Our eyes were now converged upon the hole, and 
_ some minutes passed in fixed attention, but with no re- 
■ward. We were not aware of the enemy's generalship. 
■At length a negro hooked a fish of such weight he was 
[ unable to draw it in, and called out for assistance. Tho 
tavern-keeper laid down his gun and ran to him, when 
instantly the snake, who must have been eying him un- 

^ observed, made his last and grand sally, darted once more 
On his prey, and triumphantly carried it off, amid an up- 
roar of applause. 
The fecundity of one of these creatures is truly alarm- 
ing; twoorthreefemales, in the course of a summer, would 
stock a plantation. A friend of mine described to me a 
Tery startling scene which occurred to him during a ram- 
ble in Georgia, when he was compelled to pass most of 
his nights in tho overseers' huts. On one occasion their 
black had gone to roost on his shelf (no one slept on the 
ground) without taking the precaution to fasten the door, 
and during the night a pair of these females, ^rUq 'N«t^ 
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^■wekiog a oonifortablo nook for tlietr accouchement, twiatefl 
^■in throngb tho crvvico, and made ihe necessary an-^uige- 

■ ments. In tlie morning my friend happened to wake first, 
itnil, looking down from bis hammock, be behdd tbe en- 
tire floor of the but a mana of black life, hundreds — as it 
appeared to him — of little ones were curling round each 

^ Other and over their parents with the most fond faeility. 
Bis involuntary cry of terror woke the black, who, leaning 
over hia board, surveyed their pastime with the greatest 
complacency. A thundering epithet from the overseer 
(luckily for them at that moment they were all literally 
ovct-Kera), showing that be had detected Sambo's remiss- 
ness, threw the latter on his resources, when he instantly- 
put Ills lingers in his mouth and made a noise in imitation 
of the rattlesnake, which wages war with this other ser- 
pent tribe. In an instant the alarmed mothers glided 
precipitately out of the hut, followed by their broods 
twining after them. This scene proved such a ludicrous 
contrast to the first that my friend indulged in a hearty 
laugh, and saved the black from bia superior's anger. 
With snakes I coupled another object of aversion — the 
^L illigators. These, however, were not so obtrusive or so 
^B terrible, supporting the BufFon hypothesis that they are 

■ a degenerated edition, both in size and temper, of the 
Egyptian crocodile. They were only to be found on the 
banks of particular rivers, leading a lazy, Iiixnrioua life, 
in imitation, as it were, of the planters. Once and once 
only, through a telescope, I surveyed one who was enjoy- 
ing himself in a manner truly Oriental, stretched upon a 
couch of tbe downiest mud, his scales glittering like pre- 
cious atones, his jaws extended to receive all chance con- 
tributions of flics and insects. He was, in fact, a grand 

I bashaw of one tail, litllo energy, and ferocious meanness. 
'e amusement, for instance, of extending his jaws until 
tonijTie was spread like a blister with Spanish flies, and 
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fthen suddenly dropping the gates upon the innocents, was 
a villainy that nothing could excuse, lie must liave found 
larger substances for his subsistencp, thougli cases were, 
I believe, very few where the blacks kept his digestiva 
organs in order. By happy observers of the analogies 
which the earth everywhere furnishes between her tribes, 
the alligator, from the length of his jaw, was termed "the 
river lawyer." 
I once heard a narrative of the successful domestication 
of an alligator, the singularly civilized result of which 
may supply my reader with some new ideas. An infant 
was found in the sedges of the Wateree River, bat a few 
days, it was supposed, a^fter its birth, and conveyed by a 
negro to his owner, who formed the extraordinary reso- 
lution of bringing it up, and observing whether it would 
develop its deslrnctive propensities under a systematic 
course of farm-yard regimen. To his great delight the 
meal-tub won the victory. Tho taste of blood being the 

I fount of brutality in savages of all kinds, when this ani- 
mal arrived at maturity he displayed an affability towards 
bis owner, and a propriety of deportment towards the 
ducks and hens, which amply repaid the planter's care 
and trouble in bis education. Nothing could be more 
sociable than the mode in which he waddled amidst tho 
group at feeding-time, admitting them, in fact, to tho 
moat marked familiarity, even while enjoying his siesta 
in tho slush, constituting his back a committec-ruom for , 
the feathered tribe, and opening his jaws for the little 
porkers to rub themselves against. His appearance at 
these times spoke a volume in disproof of his natural fe- 
rocity; his whole frame seemed instinct with a spirit of , 
benevolent enjoyment; his eyes emitted a humid sparkle; 
^^ and his open countenance was arrayed in a broad grin — 
^^L the heart was liberal though the hide was scaly. But the 
^^B moat extraordinary circumstance of his history, inasmonh 



nstance of his history, inasmuch 
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^VM il proved tliat fumale influence, with brutes of all kia^ 
^■ll tbc liiglii^xt agent uf rc-fincriioiit, was liis fomiiag a Pla- 
I tonic attauhmcnl to a sow wbicb daily partook with faim 
tho traiiquiliiEing pleasures of tlio tepid slush. Similarity 
of tastes and habits arc known to give rise to esteem and 
liking in all bosoms. In this case the fact was manifested 
by the most touching evidences. lie regularly chapa'oned 
her in her daily walk from ibe sty to the bam, varied ooca- 
sionally by a saunter in tho swamp adjacent; secured her 
one of the beat places ut the trough; and even brougbt her 
tid-bits of fried turkey and codfish from the planter's hand. 
When it at last pleased tlie planter to deprive this esti- 
mable female of eiistence, the blow to her friend's peace 
was inatantnneous and decisive, lie felt his sweetest tie 
sundered, and became a solitary being in the world. The 
boar, like most husbands, bore his loss with patience; but 
tho friend who had reposed with her through so many 
hours in a congenial element, exchanging grunts, and 
reciprocating rubbings, was not to be consoled. Ho ran 
into an extreme greater even than that of hia own head 
and tail, and, becoming a recluse, he pined away, appeared 
to grow longer from longing, and at length was found 
dead in the old scene of iheir pleasures. On being opened, 
within him were found the remains of one of the porkers, 

i which, as a last memorial of his love, he had consigned to 
'the scat of his most inward feelings. This well-aiithentt- 
^ cated memoir opens a new chapter in zoology. Evidently 
more analogy Bubsists between tho various classes of crea- 
tion than is commonly supposed. One thing ia evident, 
that if human beings can so often descend to become 
brntes, it is but fair that tho feelings of brutes should 
now and then ascend to rank with those of human beings. 
During my stay in tho Carolinas I was favored with 
extended observations of the humor of my radiant favor- 
ites, the hJackfl, whose spirits, over lighting up their shade. 
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remindecl me of the taeiTy grave-digger in Hamlet. I 
never could determine whether the happiest display of 
their faculty was in their power of repartee and apt dis- 
Govcry of anologicB, or In a Bimplicity that contained its 
own inherent stock of the ludicrous, I must add some 
specimens of hoth. 

Ad old negro in Charleston, named Harry, made it a 
practice to go a-hegging, on holidays, among the gentry. 
Meeting a Mr. Nicholas Brown, a usnal patron, but who 
happened that morning to be out of temper, he accosted 
him with, " Good-mornin', massa, me wish a melly Clis- 
raas; please to gib poor ole nigger suspence dis moruin'." 
Mr. Nicholas, pretending not to know him, replied, with 
some sternness, " AVho are you ?" " Massa no know me ?" 
he exclaimed; "my name Harry; little boy call me ole 
Harry." " They call the devil old Harry," growled the 
gentleman, "Iss, massa," was the immediate rejoinder, 
" sometime ole Harry, sometime ole Nick !" 

Another of the tribe was once brought before a magis- 
trate for thieving. The protector of the public morals, 
sternly eying the delinfjuent, inquired, "Yon black ras- 
cal, do yon know how to read?" "Iss, massa, a little." 
"Well, sir, do you never make use of a good book?" 
" Iss, massa ; I trop my razor on um sometime !" 

The following was an ingenious and only too truthfully 
stinging defence. A free negro, being strongly suspected 
of having stolen goods in bis possession, was taken before 
a magistrate and charged with the offence. The fellow 
was ao hardened aa to acknowledge the fact and add to 
his audacity by this speech : " Massa Justiss, me know me 
got dem ting from Tom derc, and me tink Tom teal um, 
too; but what a dat? dey be only a pickaninny corkscrew 
and pickaninny knife ; one cost suspence and tudder sbil- 
lin'; and me pay Tom honestly for nm." "A pretty story, 
truly," said the justice; " you knew they wei:^ ?.\ja\t-a.,^jj 
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jroa allt-gc oa an cxcnae that you honestly paid for tbenti 
I'll leach j'On ItcltcT Iiiw than ilml, Ciesar. Don't j'ou 
know that the receiver of Btolen goods is as bad as the 
bief ? You mnst be whipped, you black rascal I" "Ber- 
t Well, mattta, if the black rascal be whip for buying 
["ttolftn goods, me hope do white rascal bo whip, too, for 
doin' aame tin;; when masaa eatch him." " To be sure he 
Hhall," rejoined the justice; "I myself will eee the pnn- 
ishment Inflicted." "Well, den, here be Tom's massa; 
liolo him fast, oona'ablel ho buy Tom as me buy picka- 
ninny knife and corkscrew ; he know berry weil dat Tom 
be stole from him poor fader and modder; now knife and 
corkscrew hab neider 1" Whether it was that his worship 
was a buyer of plekaninny blacks as well as Tom's mas- 
ter I know not, but this home-thrust unsettled the com- 

L||M»ure of both, and, after a few minutes' deliberation, the 

Hidiargo was dii^missed. 

■ An equally dirert hint was given, during the war, to a 
Jamaica planter who became noted for stinting his slaves 
to the least possible allowance of herrings and meal, on 
the pretext that all the provision-vessela were taken hy 
the American privateers. This answer to their first com- 
plaint sufficed, but on its frequent repetition the slaves 
aaw through it, and he was waited on by a depntalion of 
them, who informed hira that, " Since probision taken ebery 
day hy Amerriky pribateer, we mean to take do sloop, mas- 

ktBt to-morrow mornin' and go to Merrjky in sarch oh It." 
On my return to Philadelphia the first person I met was 
Itoy TerpBiehorcan friend Byrne, of Covent Garden, who 
Iu/A tilled np his summer by a trip to the West Indies, hnt 
had returneit with more precipitancy than he departed. 
As thia visit seemed to epitomito a hundred others made 

Iduriiift my time hy my professional brethren to the land 
tt doiihlooui*, ami to convey a useful lesson to adventurers 
I >('ji//r, I aliall briefly describe it. 
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Byrne, a, most worthy aa well as talented little fellow, 
bad been haunted, ever since his arrival in America, by 
visions of the new Potosi minea to be fonnd in the pockets 

Pof tbe West India planters. Whoever had been to the 
islands, actors or traders, had painted in brighter and 
brighter colors the already glowing tints of that glow- 
ing clime. To be sure, there were facilities for spending 
money as fast as you got it, and some men had been so 
^^ delighted wltb the society that they made np their minds 
^^Lto die there; but all this was capable of being explained 
^^Mway. Fashionable babits bad been in fault, or arid con- 
^^■Btitutions which, to become genial, required perpetual 
^P Boakings, A man of prudence, thought Byrne, could con- 
^B trive to steer clear of these quicksands, and thus speedily 
H^ allay that pecuniary " yellow fever " which had led him 
from home. Mrs. B, concurring in his sentimentB, and 
longing as much as himself to get back to England, be 
had her consent to try bis fortune in Jamaica. 

All the circumatancea of bis voyage tended to inspire 

, him with confidence. The weather was delightful, the 

L Bky blue, tbe sea green, the breeze fair, the captain anec- 

l-clotiGal, the crew dramatic, the passengers Fhiladelphic ; 

f Nothing disordered their minda or their stomachs; and a 

■general theme of praise was the island he was going to. 

Pyme was, therefore, emboldened to believe this one of 

) most auspicioua steps he bad yet taken, and be felt 

Kfaimself about to dance into a sublunary Elysium, surpass- 

[ ing in splendor any that had been got up on London 

I boards. As he sailed into the port of Kingston the calm 

I deepened, the iUnsion rose; a smile of beauty invested 

every object, and told of wealth, activity, and enjoyment. 

I Byrne pirouetted upon the deck, cast off his partners 

gracefully, sprang on the wharf vigorously, and chasaeyed 

np the street. Tbe first vehicle that be met was a hearse. 

This did not surprise hira, as be was a-wMe W'a.'v. is 
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■ iMnfiarii; of wy wwa i } 1ml be had scarody tnrned 
Ac Aoner U aii ag to the bote) wbro ho m^t another. That 
■ppaared itnage, Iwt he ww in no kuinor to investigate 
fimv* aibtfv, (o h« kept <m hw p*c*, and in another tireiity 
yanla, to, a third ! lie now nude a etop and pondered. 
DvTfiiah odd, be thougbt, tbat the only carriagt-a he bad 
]M» —BO M tcttJ <mm ibe lutooe* peojile chose toridcini 
SqMntitioM folks wontd bare fallen to auguring! Bat 
a Mlntioa of the mystery prva<^teJ itself : this was the 
wnj to tbo poblio eeoMtety, and it was nothing more than 
s «wio«B eiMiMsid«M« tbat bo Iiad VBlke<l up the street at 
tfc* TVT7 noBMBt tbat, perfaaps, tbo only three coffins in 
wrns ooming down. With a laugh which ex- 
i tbat b« had sjirnt too itmch time in the air to be- 
eoM* lyecdilj solid, be skipped into the hotel and called 
tin sii»ii iifiiiidiMfiiil A« no newspaper was lying at hand, 
bn Mok bis Btaod »t lb« window of the public ])arlor, to 
•■BSe btmavlf witb Ibe panorama of the Gtreets. Having 
pMsed Ibrongb tb« region of busineaa, he was anxious to 
obtain a view of Kingston fashion — the ladies and gentlc- 
n«w in tbeir caniagca. Tbe Erst vehicle that passed was 
tmtktthttne. "Odd!" eidaimed Bvme, "that's the 
liMwUt!" bM bfrfOTO be had time to arrange his ideas for 
•nyfmtherspeciilalion a fifth presented itself, not moving 
witb tbal deroroas slowness which marks its i>ace in Ea- 
rt^w, but at a quick walk; and this was succeeded by 
ant^her ami another on an improving trot, as though the 
Convt«ii'ncc« for intemicnt in the city were not half suffi- 
eieni to in««t the demand. " Good heavens !" ejaculated 
Byntct, gaaing at tbeni as Afacbelh did at the spectres, 
W^U lb« wbuie country dying? there must have been a 
■tetllo or an eartbqnake !" and, seiaing iho bell, he rang 
• 1l till he nvwwil a >-ery corpulent man sleeping in one eor- 
£of ibo ruuiu. Init whom until this moment be had not 
I/vmI. " What's ibo mattOT,^?" inquired the straa* 
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Iger, "are yoa ill?" "No, sir," said ByniOj "but I've no 
doubt I soon sLall be. I have Just arrived in Kingston, 
and I have seen Dothing ia tiie street but Learsps." " OIi, 
sir," replied the otber, " if you are surprised at that you 
must be a stranger. When you have been here as long 
as I have you will find that if a man can contrive to escape 
death, the climate makes this a living grave. I am an 
instance, sir. I was once as slim a figure as yourself, but 
much more powerful. I lived in London and had a very 

I good income, but I would be so d d avaricious that I 
must come to the West Indies to make my fortune; and 
what's the consequence ? In less than two years I have 
lost my health and every friend I had to welcome me. 
Look, sir," he continued, his voice breaking into a snivel, 
"see what a poor, bloated maggot I have swelled to! 
What good ia my money to me now?" Pausing from 
excess of emotion, he looked Byrne full in the face and 
exclaimed, " Good heavens ! Bynic, is it you ? Don't you 
remember me — Mat Williams, of Diary Lane ?" Uyme 
returned his stare with interest. It was, indeed, his old 
friend. Mat Williams, the hale and handsome singer of 
Drury Lane, whom ho now beheld transformed into a bag 
of bile, yellow and big enough for a picture of Plutua in 
the dropsy. The story and its illustration struck home. 

■ Byrne was speechless. The waiter entering nest mo- 
ment, he couid just articulate, "What have I to pay?" 
then, scarcely pressing his old friend's hand, or stopping 
to bid him farewell, he made one step down-stairs, took 
three along the street, cut a rapid caper round the corner, 
and meeting at that point the negro who had charge of 

Ibis portmanteau, he grasped him by the wool of bis head 
and dragged him back to the wharf. There, seeing a brig 
hauling off for Baltimore, he hailed her, vaulted on board, 
and only recovered speech and composure when bo saw the 
woody shore of the island growing dim m VW Kx^V.wx'wa. 
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IMl-S. — Bmi>II«oUom of Prceiduit JcITeraan; his ObMrratiooa la 

Vnnet; N'«<ckar&iid Minbcku; the Coaito dcAitois; Marie Antoinette; 

JcOcnoa'B CaopHnicatei hi« Rencontre nith a Connecticut Fanner; 
^ ft mllcl Willi Jolin Adams.— roculiariticii of PcnnnjlTiniu ; CoDtraat lo 
^vnrsiniB. — German Settlers; the Veteran Corps; a Female RecruR; 
^BBaUroDoniU nusianB. — Barbecuing ao^I BundllDg.— Uarrjingin Haate. 
I^^Puriodical WMCewaBliings. — A " PennajWanj Hurricane" — Becd- 

Icctlona of Cliurloa IlroclfdcD Qronn; his Writinga; liis Cbaraotei; hia 

Drama and its Fate. 

I iiAVK already mentioned that through the kindaeaa of 
Qeneral Waahington I was introduced to Mr. Jefferson, 
who proved coo of my shicerest, though not most fortn- 
Date, friends. The coupling of bia acquaintance with a 
speculation involving considerable loss and chagrin can- 
not, however, prevent my recurring to the period with a 
degree of plea§ure which I truat may prove communicable 
to the reader. In all the chief requisilca of the social 
character Mr. Jefferson appeared to me to possess few 
equals. His heart was warmed with a iovo fqr the whole 
human race; a bonhomie which fixed your attention the 
instant ho spoke. Ilia information was equally polite 
and profoimd, and hts conversational powers capable of 
discuEBing moral questions of deepest seriousness, or the 
lightest themes of humor and fancy. Nothing could be 
more simple than his reasonings, nothing more picturesque 
and pointed than his descriptions. On all abstract sub- 
jects he was plainness itself — a veritable Quaker ; but 
when conveying his views of human nature through their 
most attractive medium — anecdote — he displayed the 
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Ip'ace ancl brilliance of a courlier. His talenta may sug- 
I'^Gt Bome idea of hia manuera. Though, like taste and 
beauty, manners have no general standard, so that refine- 
ment in France is frivolity in Holland, and frankness in 
Holland is boorishness in France, the citizen of the world 
perceives that an excess of artificiality is as opposed to 
human happiness as utter barbarity. But if manners be 
}>rought to the one test of general consideration for oth- 
ers, my good friend, the President, would certainly not 
havG been judged deficient by any one. To a juat balance 
of qualities his residence in France had no doubt con- 
tributed. He bad witnessed an extraordinary contrast — 
the extremes of society under a polished despotism and in 
a young republic — and tracing their respective effects on 
the national welfare, the rooiing of hia convictions had 
led to the branching out of his sympathies. During the 
many pleasant evenings I spent in his society at "Wash- 
ington and Philadelphia, I chiefly attempted to draw out 
hia obscrvationa upon the period he had passed in France, 
where his official situation placed him !n juxtaposition 
with the leading characters of the court, aa well as most 

»f the agents of the Revolution, Amid this group he was 
[ually intimate with Neckar and Mirabeau, the Due de 
n, and the Abbe Siey^s. Six years a spectator of 
the gathering of that tornado which began in tears and 
ended in blood, no man could have written a more ani- 
mated account of the organization of the Tree of Liberty. 
Adams, in his boyhood (1755), detected its first shoots in 
America in the all-engi-ossing Interest of political conver- 
sations. Jefferson was destined to witness the effect of 
transplantation to Gallic soil. The two great aocea- 
iries of the French Revolution were the encyclopedists 
td the patriots, the latter of whom returned from Araer- 
to make known to their countrymen the enviable con- 

lition of a people whose rights were restated. fii».< 
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TCrlisI BcroiinU mtt«t have tnkon a wider range (ban 
Ity t*>Ai-liiiifti'i it i* not ton muoli to tutKumc tliat th< 
triots lii'lJ the match to tho explosion, and that Lonia^ 
•Ktrtiiling luiiiiiUtnfo to tho Americans, provided 
9WI1 di-lhroiipitient. Ah Franklin remarked when the out- 
Wnik wtu aimDuncod In him, "Ah, they served their ap- 
yrcniicoHhip in Amcriea, ftnd now they mean to set np for 
IbMntelvn." With trnrr instinct Frederick th^ Great, 
lrl»^n •olirltntl to niloiil aiisistanoe to tbo Americans, re- 
|dtetl, "Ko, a king I was Iwru, and a king I will remain; 
It i« ton mnoh of yoi) tu requiro a man to ruin his own 
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Mr. Jt'fferiOH Rupporlod the above aiipposition by point- 
g out B ohnin uf nuqiiences among the most striking in 
tnoclom hiftory. " America," tiaid ho, " tho child of the 
Old World, appears destined to become its teaclier. Like 
/iliD hrart it) tlie Iiiimnn iiyfttem, it has received and eent 
httmV [lurilioi] the disitaiied opinions of England and France. 
Tho«o coiintricM have fought for its possession iu the true 
Ajilrlt of doii]>otlsm, ami have been foiled because the Iamb 
grew u]), ilur'uig tlic (wntest, into a lion. Wo nee, in tlio 
fli'St instance, English cxiivs in the cause of freedom set- 
tling America and impregnating its moral atmosphere. 
Tb(<u France rvariug ber standard on tbe walls of Quebec, 
lUld gradually extending her possessions along the margin 
of the l.akvB to tho Ohio, and thence onward to the mouth 
of the M)«iiiiu«ip)>i, wilh the giaut design of spanning tho 
onntineut from tho Arctic Ocean to the Gulf of Mexico; 
Knglnnd, rising up at ibo cry of tbe colonies, fought 
tbn>ugh that anliious war which sealed tbe submission of 
Franco with tbe blood of Wolfe; but after that, inflated 
iritb her trtiiniph, we see her next turning round and tax- 
Hag these very eolonisls to discharge tbe burden belonging 
to other jiossussious ; the colonics resisting; and France, 
OiB liopu of recovering Canada, sending them assist- 
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ance; the independence following, and the Frenchmen 
returning home to achieve the liberation of tbeir own 
country. To conclude, England, placed between the fires 

I of two revolutions, and not lesn admonished by the lurid 
excesses of the one than invited by the calm and benign 
glow of the other, to provide for the general happiness 
pf her people, is working out English freedom on the pat- 
tern of American independence." 
Mr. Jefferson said he bad perceived at an early period 
that Ncckar and Miraboaii were two of the most impor- 
tant persons in France. Of both it was impossible to cal- 
culate whether they would save the country from a con- 
Pvulaion or throw it into one. They frequently met, and 
■on the most sociable terms, but tbeir manners in company 
presented a curious contrast. The financier always began 
the evening with great spirit, ami talked animatedly upon 
nil subjects till about nine o'clock, when a shadow stole 
over his countenance and he sank into silence, absorbed 
in public considerations only temporarily put aside. The 
count always sat down under a cloud and brooded, until 
the wine dissipated his vapors and warmed him into life. 
For an honr or two he was then a most agreeable com- 
panion. Ho poured out information, poetry, and anecdote, 
and flashed his sarcasm right and left with the edge and 

» polish of a true Damascene. But he drank furiously, and, 
AS the wine heated him, his ruling interest regained its 
sway, and his hilarity rose into a species of madness. His 
eye dilated, his voice choked, he shook bis black hair 
wildly about his face, hurst into political prophecies, and 
struck the table until the glasses rang by way of empha- 
sis, recalling the image of the Sibyl during the throes of 
inspiration. In a short time ho had reached the pinnacle 
of his social glory — his antagonists had deserted the table, 
r he was lying under it. 
The popularity of this glittering mnwattx \.(j Vwseci.^ 
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^KttfJIHtUit license, and power pay, wbosc life was poBSdS 

' .'pt^kMM* of moral ()runkcnn<«s, proves that his talents 

H.iiiii kcva b«i^>n very extraordinary, or that the people 

^hnn bdved dpslitult- and desperate In America, where 

^nlttnc wa* it« own rewari], there had been no Mirabeans 

^PId principle, save Arnold. The test of patriotism was there 

too primitive. And yet the count had the complacency 

to hint to Mr. JefFerson that if France was destined to 

_ bpcome another America, the world should soo that there 

_ WM another Washin^on, to whieh the latter replied, with 

wlite ambiffuity, " Pardon me, count, but I consider auch 

I the striking originality of yonr character, yon would 

idain to imitate any man." 

• Nor was it with the populace only that Mirabeau had 

iturnco; ho was also the idol of the women. Why? Al- 

Clhovgh llic ugliest man in Europe, his popularity solves 

Ibt mystery. Conquest with one sex led necessarily to 

rnbniissioii from the other. At a convivial party he once 

marked to hts companions, " They say abroad ' Mirabeau 

Bust haro a great mind, for the women love him though 

s as ugly as tho devil' " As no one answered, be con- 

tinuvd, taking a pinch of snulf, "It's very true. I and 

the devil have always been their favorites," 

Mr. Jefferson did not wonder at the shadow on Baron 
Neekar'a countenance, destined as he was to resist single- 
handed thu erection of the court barricades, and to see 
iho king forwarding by every indirect means the object 
of his enemies. A reply attributed to the Comte d'Artois 
welt exhibits that spirit which at length unsealed the foun- 
tains of the deluge. On the baron observing to him the 
growing necessity of relieving in some measure the bur- 
dona of the people. " My good friend," exclaimed he, 
"the people are not the only snfierers; we at court have 
a burden much more difficult to get rid of," " ^VTiat may 
th.tt bey "Our time," was the reply. 
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I My friend qnite concurred in the general impression as 
jto the sympathetic weakness of the king and queen, who, 
in quiet times, would have slid through the world in the 
fashionable absence of all sense or principle, without ex- 
citing praise or blame. The queen, a truly affable creat- 
ure, was pleased to pay him particular attention, but, as 
[lie conceived, more as a curiosity than as a friend. She 
Siras always wondering how it was possible the people of 
■a could be happy without a court, and at length 
>aid to him, " Surely your great deliverer intends to cre- 
kte nobility ?" To which he replied," Please your majesty, 
luence of your own is bo powerful that it is the 
general impi-esaion we can do without them," 

Mr. Jefferson has put so much evidence upon record, 
both of his varied talents and his social excellence, that I 
feel loath to intrude too many recollections; and shall 
avail myself, therefore, of but a few instances which came 
within the knowledge of myself and friends. 

While he was in Paris a young man waited upon him 

as a member of a family he knew in Virginia, and by 

means of a plausible story obtained from him a supply of 

^ttoney. On his return home he mentioned the circum- 

tance to hia friends, and discovered it was a gross im- 

hoBture. But the news did not cost him hia composure. 

"This is the way," said hia friend, "in which generosity 

jets soured; but I wonder, Mr. J., that you gave the 

Ifaoney so easily without more inquiry. " Now I think of 

;, I wonder myself," replied the latter, " but that it is so 

piQcfa pleasanter to give than to re/use.'" 

When once at a party where the private delinquencies 
of a well-known individual formed the subject of conver- 
sation, every one present opened in full cry upon the un- 
fortunate buet, except Mr, Jefferson, whose silence was 
at length interpreted as a disbelief of the charges. A 
friend asked hira the question, "Surely you must be ajs. 
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■irating power in our hearts to draw us together qualifying 
the repelling impulse which we gain from our esperience 
and reading." 

(With epecimens of his humor I could fill pages, Ilear- 
ig from the profound Dr. Rush that he, in company with 
weli-known wit of Philadelphia, had nearly been lost 
bile proceeding in a packet from New York to Balti- 
ore, Mr. J. replied, " Well, doctor, such a, fate would 
»ve suited your genius precisely. You, you know, are 
^iwaya for going to the bottom of things ; though it would 

Lave been inappropriate for our friend II , wlio prefers 

skimming the surface." 

Of a piece with this was a remark upon a captain of 
Virginia militia, who had once been a waiter at a tavern, 
and who was so heavy a sleeper that, on training days, the 
company were compelled to discharge a volley nndcrhis win- 
dow before they could wake him. "Ah," said Jeiferaon, 
" it would be a much better plan if you were to ring a band- 

Plttell under hia window; then, I'll be bound, he'd at once pop 
but his head and cry ' Coming ! coming.' " 
( He was deservedly a favorite with the ladies, the ele- 
gance of his compliments affording the best proof of his 
refinement. They had the veritable odor of Versailles. 
A lady of his acquaintance once congratulated herself upon 
never feeling cold in the depth of winter. "Go where I 
will," said she, "I can always fancy it's summer." "And 
whenever you come under my roof, madam," he replied, 
" I partake your impression !" On another occasion, a lady 
at an evening party called his attention to some flowers 
in her bosom, which were exotics but recently imported. 
Jefferson, admiring them greatly, inquired their name. 
She replied by giving their Linncean designation. "Dear 
me!" said he, "I thought they werea new species of prim- 

I rose." " Primrose, Mr. Jefferson ?" " Yes, madam, from 
|9^C snow that's so near them." 
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I'oriiaps I catiiiot conclutlo tlicec recoUecttcns i 
pleuuitly than by n-lating an anecdoKi of himself, wliich 
it lull! with grcnt humor as having occurred shortly niiur 
fa» election to the prefiiileDCT. He was riding ono day in 
the neighborhood of Washington, in his usual plain atliie 
^-a binck unit verging on brown — when, from a cross-road, 

Connecticut farmer trotted np to him, and iraraediatc- 
Ij displayed his provincial spirit of barter by surveying 
president's superior steed, and asking him to " swap." 
Jefferson, bowovpr, asked too much money in exchange, 
•0, after a fruitless attempt to draw him into a commer- 
eial transaction in rciipect to the saddio and bridle, the 

'anger began to favor the prc^dent with his history. 

[o had lately quitted " Down Kast," and was coming Sonth 
xploro" a brother, hid away somewhere among the 
loggers in Virginny. He waa anxious, therefore, to ob- 
tain all the knowledge he could of the country and the 
state of politics in parts " contagious " to the seat of gov- 
ernment. This wish led directly to the topic of the new 
president, Thomas Jefferson, who had been elected to that 
dignity in direct opposition to the said stranger's advice. 
"I," said he, "support John Adams, a real old New-Eng- 
lander, after the manner of our forefathers, the Pilgrims 
of Plymouth Rock. I have smallish faith in these chaps 
from the nigger states, upon principle. Doesn't it stand 
to reason, mister, that they must be a largish bit tyranni- 
cal ?" Jefferson attempted some refutation of the charge, 
but the farmer scarcely listened to ten words before he 
rejoined, " Come, come, mister, I guess you don't see the 
moral sin of niggery; but it ain't only that. This Thomas 
Jefferson — did you ever see him?" The president nod- 
ded. " \y ell, that's more luck than I've had; but that 
doesn't matter. Now I hear that this Thomas Jefferson 
i» a very wasteful chap with our hard-earned money" 
[Jefferson stared), " and you'll allow, mister, that that's 
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anpntriotic npon priDciple. Tlioy tell mc lie never goes 
out but he's got clothes on his back that would sell for 
a plantation, or kivor a wagon-load of immigrants; lie'a 
a couple of watcliea or more, that he never thinks of 
swapping; rings on all his fingers; and a frill to hia shirt 
big enough to turn a windmill. Now, if you've seen him, 
bister, you can tell me if that's ahout right." Jefferson 

Wghed, and replied that, on the contrary, the president 
seldom better dressed than himself at that moment. 

Hie farmer Lad his prejudices, and shook his head kuow- 

igly aa he continued, "Come, come, squire; I see you are 
Jamall measure biassed. I guess now this Jefferson's a 

lend of your'o?" The president confessed it. "I dare 
■y a man you speak to when you please ?" Another nod. 

Perhaps the smallest eend of a relation?" Nod and 
laugh. " There, now ! I guessed it. I know you could 
not speak the truth on principle." At this moment they 
came in view of the president's house, and the farmer in- 
quired who it belonged to. As soon as he received the 
intelligence he burst into one of those conventional sub- 
stitutes for oaths which emphasize the language of the 
Northern lower orders, " Well, now, may I be 'tai-nally 
starved down for mutton broth, if that sight doesn't come 
over a man like a suspension of the works of natur'. Now, 
mister, doesn't that prove my words, awfully strong? 
There's a house as big aa Noah's ark? At the smallest 
count, there's thirty rooms in it. What can any careful 
chap, 'pon principle, want with more than six? I ha'n't 
got more than four. I say this Jefferson's wasting the 
people's money, and Congress is winking at it, and I guess 
it's all naked truth about the frill and watches; and I 
ain't afraid to affirm that it's my guess the inside of 
that house shows just as much wastefulness aa Jefferson 
^B^orseback." To this charge the president could make 
^^pt one reply — an offer to introduce the farmer to tha 
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ml giro bim ocnlar fonTidion. The 
Ujr pouNentf-d, and Uitry nxlc on, Jefferson piantiing 
Kiratp lesson of reproof to bU calnmniator. Bat, 
U ihcf a]>[>r(ia[-lic-il tlic gale, sotno gentle met), who were 
cn^ged to diuc w ith Iiim, steppetl forward nnd exclaimed, 
" Gotfd-roominjj, prwidcnt; rou have had a fine day." 
At Uic Word "prtwid^nt " ilie farmer, who was trotting 
on briskly, drew np bo short he was near flying over his 
steed's CUT*. Hu tamed and stared at Jefferson with a 
inixtaro of curiosity and alarm, which drew from the Ut- 
ter A quiet smile of enjoymenL In another instant be had 
Mrack his spurs into bis borso and was flying away like a 
whirlwind, fully convinced that he should In some way 
p«y for his temerity. "Hallo, friend!" ehouted Jefferson, 
" won't you go orcr the house f " No, thank ye, presi- 
dent," was the reply; "I'll look in when I come back." 

'riioM who consider that the chiof magistracy is a dig- 
nity which, to obtain its due respect, should be secluded 
from the common gaEO, most admit that here was a proof 
of the benefit of its exhibition. This farmer echoed the 
opinions of many upon the president's character, and, in 
the only way that could have satisfied him, his suspicioiiB 
were refuted. 

Strikingly singular was the series of coincidences which 
insdo the destiny of .Tefferson and of John Adams a par- 
allel. Both, bred to the law and skilled in their profession, 
were cariy advocates, by speech and pen, of the colonial 
rights. Both went as delegates to the first Congress; to- 
gether ihev voted for independence; were members of the 
rommittec to frame the " Declaration," and formed the 
eub-committee to prepare the draught. Both served their 
country on foreign embassies; both became vice-presidents 
^-*d presidents; both lived to see the fiftieth aDniver- 
r of the freedom they had accomplished, and both 
I on that great day within an hour of each other 1 
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iour;]i placed at the bead of conteodrng parties, they 
were firai friends in private, and spent the evening of 
their days in the exchange of Ibe best syinpathies arising 
from their common patriotism. 

I liave mentioned that, though Pennsylvania was tho 
asylum of Quakers, it was for many years one of the most 
factious of the states, owing to tbe diversity of its subse- 
quent population. It, bowevor, recovered its quietude 
through tho large infusion of German oconpnnU, whoso 
industry, tboughtfulness, and energy grappled successfully 
with the difficulties of its stubborn soil. Much of tho 
moral difference between two adjoining states, one tho 
moat dissipated, the other the most indnstrious, in tbe 
Union, was to be traced solely to tbeir great geological 
contrast — that whereas in Virginia you had merely to 
" scratch the earth and it would yield a crop," in Penn- 
sylvania deep digging and manuring were required to ef- 
fect tbe same end. Indeed, it was a remark in the eai'ly 
times that the inhabitant of the former, lazily sponging on 
tbe blessings of Heaven, resembled Adam in Paradise be- 
fore the Fall; while bis hardworking neiglibor seemed to 
be fulfilling Adam's penalty after it. 

Many of these Germans were soldiers, who bad done 
efficient duty in the war; indeed, this state had the honor 
to contribute a legion whose character it would be diffi- 
cult to parallel in military records. They were called tho 
"Veteran Corps" — eighty German soldiers, who, after 
seiTing under various monarchs of Europe, bad retired to 
America to turn their swords into ploughshares; but, on 
tbe first outburst of hostilities, voluntarily formed them- 
selves into a company to defend tbe land which bad re- 
ceived them. Their captain was nearly one hundred yeai'S 
old; he had been a soldier seventy-five years, and fought 
in above twenty battles. Tbe drummer was ninety-four; 
and the youngest man in the corps little tinder eevctit^. 
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I Sticli a litiiul might well bave been called the Fathen 
I the Figbt, It ia a pleasing fact tliat nearly all of tliem 
I aurvivcd tho cuntt'iit, ami, their last service having sancti- 
Lfied all former ones, sank peacefully to rest, 

Another siiigitlar recruit from PennHylvanla was ono 
I'ldisfl Deborah Oannet, who, throwing off all inaidcn deli- 
oscy and timidity, served in tho Republican ranks under 
the nanio of li*ihert Shurtliff, was wounded, yet escaped 
discovery of her sex; and at length received herdisubarge 
and arrears of pay, without having incurred a stain on her 
honor in publio or private. 
The Germans mentioned above must not l»c confused 
[ with tho llestians who came over in the Englibh service, 
I to he BUrpriseit at Trenton, and to turn the current of the 
war. John Bull has the npiitation of never being able to 
light but upon a bellyful ; John Ox, as this race of gas- 
tronomes might he called, so far exceeded him that they 
conld neither light full nor empty. A corps of London 
aldermen would have been equally eiScient. All that their 
I tftctica proposed to give a dressing to were — dinners. 
I True, it might be cited as an amiable feature that they had 
not, like moat invaders, a savage thirst for human blood, 
seeing they preferred drink of any kind whatever, but tho 
' nature of their feats may claim a distinctive niche in the 
gallery of Fame. No troops were ever so signalized for 
the arduous routing of hen-roosts, the vigorous belcagner- 
ing of pig-styes, and the suecessful sweeping of duck- 
ponds. It was evident that they considered the art of 
war, which most people regard as a short avenue to death, 
a new chapter in the art of living. Had their private 
I despatches to Germany been intercepted, no doubt the 
Americans would have found them to contain, instead of 
I political hints, valuable recipes. Thus it was but an 
I appropriate catastrophe that they should be speedily 
^Sis^ed Washington had but administered a little dex- 
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^^Rcroits uarvitig, and a few forced -meat balls, when a. bucccs- 
^^Bion of removes led to a genera! desert. 
^H A story was told me of an Irishman in the Independent 
^^■ervice who detected a pair of these heroes taking captive 
^^B pig near hia outpost, and, contriving nnobserved to pick 
^^^p their guns, suddenly headed, and hade them turn about 
to his own camp. His pointed manner and arms had the 
desired effect; they released the pig, and proceeded peace- 
ably to the enemy's quarters, doubtless lamenting the loss 
of their prize aa the worst feature of the iiicidont. When 
the general asked their capturer how he had managed to 
overpower auch unequal forces, he replied, " By the pow- 
ers, sir, I surrounded them." 

It must have been a relation of this porsoti, or at least a 
countryman, who, during an engagement, encountered a 
man of war among the Quakers, one of the party who, in- 
fected by General Greene's example, had taken up arms, 
and were termed "Resistera." The Irisiiman, surmising 
his character from his appearance, shouted as he advanced, 
" Come on, me darlint; here's the sword that Balaam waa 
going to kill his ass with," The Quaker, troubled at the 
inaccurate quotation, forgot liis own safety to correct him, 
and exclaimed, " Stay, friend, thou art wrong; Balaam had 
no Bword, he only wished for one." " "Well, then," was the 
rejoinder, " here's the sword he wished for," and a hearty- 
thwack brought the inimical " Friend " upon his knees. 

Pennsylvania possessed its own local diversions iu ad- 

Hition to many imported ones, the principal being barbe- 

Ifting and bundling. The first was a feast in the woods, 

Upon roasted pigs, a sort of rough gypsy party, in which 

the porkers were killed and dressed by the men, wliile the 

ladies made a circuit to obtain spirits, milk, and bread; the 

^^ineal taking place on some favorable clear space of sward, 

^^pod winding up with singing and dancing, for which a 

^^und of black Timotheii were always in atteudin.e«. ^.-^ 
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^^nlic fitn of these meetings depended much more on tJM 
^^npirits of thv jiaiiy than the mode of the diversion, little 
^^^tu be said of tliein beyond that (be material of the feast — 
the pork — eiipplicd some wags with a jest against the cbil- 
drvn of Israel, who were, at one time, scattered in some 
number through tho States. Whenever a man owed one 
of them A mm which he was not prepared to pay, the 
creditor who inquired for him was told, " lie was gone tu 
• barbeeup, whrn* he would be hajipy to give a seat to Mr, 

IUoiics." 
Thp other peculiar institution which, with mora liberal 
natures, formed a feature in their hoepitality^-the bun- 
biting — I confess I regarded with as much pleasure as sur- 
prise. Offensive aa it may appear to European delicacy 
that a young female should commit herself indiscriminate- 
ly to the same couch with strangers, merely adopting a 
precaution which in any refined country would be thought 
ridiciilous — confining her petticoat to her ankles — what 
did it prove but tho bighei^t purity of ideas, and the ut- 
most faith in the honor of tho weary wanderer who songht 
shelter from storm and darkness beneath the farmer's roof, 
that he would not repay the obligation by attempting any 
insult to his child. The custom woa in the first instanco 
a matrimonial ordeal, and was most likely imported from 
Walefi, where, till within a lato period, two lovers previous 
to their marriage were consigned to the same bed (tho 
lady in a kind of sack which fastened round the throat), 
and thus enabled to discover how their tempers would 
agree during darkness as well aa daylight. Doubtless 
Bome benefit resulted from this experiment, or a resem- 
blance to it would not have been adopted in tho "Tarry- 
ing " of the precise Ncw-Englanders, and tho " Wooing- 
hut " of the Indians, 
^b The expedition with which marriages were knocked np 
^B^ ibis state was surprising, owing perhaps to an overplus 
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of females or to some domesticating influence in tlie climate. 
No sooner did a young man with any means of support 
think proper to pop the queation to a girl, than she, de- 
spising all coquetting and affectation as an improper waste 
of time and feeling, replied with a frank "Yes" or "No." 
In cases, howcTer, where any want of decision was be- 
trayed by the lady, the lover always displayed a propor- 
tionate increase of it, as the following instance may shotr. 
lA young man who had engaged to marry a girl as soon as 
his circumstances would permit, through a sudden turn of 
fortune resolved one Saturday night to fulfil his word in- 
Btanter. He accordingly set off in a sleigh, for it was in 
the heart of winter, with two corapauions, to Weaver 
Tavern, near the Comestogoe, where he ordered supper, 
and despatched his friends to fetch the damsel, while he 
went to procure the minister, having the license in his 
pocket all prepared. It was now past nine o'clock, and 
the snow falling heavily. lu about an hour he returned 
and met his friends, who said that they had seen his be- 
trothed, but she had entirely forgotten the engagement, 
and moreover asserted that she would never marry any 
Bnan who wouldn't treat her to a " sleighing." The bride- 
groom, not a whit disconcerted, replied, " Well, she's her 
own woman, and I'm my own man, I've come out for a 
wife, and I'm not going to be such a confounded fool, ar- 
ter I've ordered this supper, as to go back without one. 
There's Miriam Bush likes mo jest aa well aa she does, is 
jest as handy, and, I'll bet my harness, would make as good 
a helpmate. So, now, I'll tell you what, Mr. Pcascod" — 
addressing the minister — " if you'll only be so good as to 
here half an hour, you sha'n't lose your job, I tell ye. 

lo, boys, jest set down, order something strong, and keep 

rapper warm till I get back." 

All the parties being agreeable, he jumped into the sleigh. 

it was now pitch dark, near midnight, and a stoq 
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^HpQing down lliat bIiqoIc tha house, laid hia vhip round 
^^■V liontoii, anil went off at full gallop, to the residonco of 
^^P maiden vhom he Iiopcd to fiad more complying. Ho 
caught hor just retiring to bed, told her his story, showed 
her the license, pointed to the sleigh in the yard, and with- 
out any unmanly grovelling at her feet, frankly and hon- 
Ky asked her if she'd go back to the tavern and marry 
, A girl's pride, on being applied to aa a last resource, 
I not unlikely to have procured an instant i-efusal. It 
appeared, however, that she liked him well enough to con- 
aider the match a bargain at any price; a moment's pause 
— and consent glittered in her eyes — a genuine, back-coun- 
try kiss sealed the compact; her shawl and bonnet were 
hastily thrown on, he lifted her into the sleigh, and tri- 
umphantly drove back to his companions, defying all the 
efforts of the elements to disappoint him. The bride was 
then handed to the minister; her name introduced into the 
license, tbeir hands were joined, and they all sat down to 
^Uie smoking supper, flavored no doubt witb double rcltsh 
^H|om the obstacles that had delayed it. 
^^1 One of the local peculiarities of Pennsylvania was the 
domestic lustration, or whitewashing, as it was termed, 
which the action of the atmosphere on the wooden houses, 
generating dirt and insects in abundance, rendered neces- 
sary at least once a year, but which, in some parts of the 
state, was multiplied to once a quarter, and formed an es- 
tablished recreation of the ladies and purgatory for the 
men. The Dutch women had certainly the strongest pas- 
sion for cleanliness, but that was in a modified way, a mere 
scouring of floor and furniture. Here purification implied 
totality, requiring superior energy and judgment, and in- 
flicting greater disturbance and inconvenience. No well- 
bronglit up wife was known to resign a privilege which 
^;ht BO much pleasure, whatever might be the sound 
tion of her dwelling or the infirm condition of her 
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spouse. No plea of asthma, low spirits, or even the prea- 
ence of frienda, could avert the dread decree, when the 
period had arrived and the word went forth, "Wo must 
have a whitewash," Some busbanda were enabled to bal- 
ance the expense of these periodical cleanings by restrict- 
ing some other amusement, but few succeeded by the most 
tempting offers in inducing their partners to forego the one 
in qnestiou; while I have heard of some ladies who, to 
guard against all hazards, stipulated for the full enjoy- 

tment of thia privilege, with all its rights and appurte- 
nances, as the leading article in the marriage compact. 
This whitewashing pvactico also prevailed in tho Jer- 
IBys, which were settled in the same mode as Pennsyl- 
^nia, though presenting a great contrast to each other in 
Hieir general manners; West Jersey modelled itself upon 
the quieter though quainter characteristics of Philadelphia, 
while East Jersey displayed the commercial spirit of New 
York. 

I have endeavored to point out tlio natnral features of 
each state which bad any influence on the habits of the 
people; as, for instance, the awampa in the Caroliuaa, 
whose exhalations, requiring correctives, led to an exeesa 
of ingenuity in the composition of those seducers termed 
" antifogmatics." In Pennsylvania it struck me that 
there were some appearances in the country people which 
might, perhaps, be traced to their most powerful familiar 
— the hurricane. Not that there was anything boisterous 
or particularly rapid in their movements, but, on the con- 
trary, a gener.il caution, firmness, and tenacity of purpose, 
as though they were in hourly expectation of being up- 
. rooted from the spot by their cnvioua visitant. Every 
^bouse, barn, and pig-sty was built with a solid grasp of 
irth, and every man or woman, on issuing abroad, seemed 
fasten coats or caps iu due array for a struggle to retain 
With accounts of the gambols of these a.u:-l&\\i^ I 
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^HmoBt English rcfulcrs are familiar, but they have been id 
^^■oTtJccl of as much oxaggcratian aa Kentucky rifla-Ghooting. 
^^ft A " I'cnnsylrany hurneane," like a " Caroliny swamper," 
^^1 wax, indeed, a common term, nearer home, for a sublime 
^^1 HnnchauaoniBm — vulgarly speaking, a long lie. I cer- 
^^P tainly myself witnessed the feat of their screwing a tree 
ont of the earth like a cork from a bottle; but I believe 
the story of their carrying a hay-riok to market, and trans- 
porting a t«?am of oxen from one farm to another, to be 
apocryphal. Tlieso were jests invented by the editors of 
newspapers whenever they required matter for a comer; 
but which, appearing in England, were regarded as evl- 

rdenoes of the national veracity. One of the pleasanteat 
'6f these inventions was in allusion to the rapidity with 
which a settlement was run up in tbo back states. An 
Irish emigrant was described as goiEig to sleep near a few 
log huts on the banks of the Ohio, and being seized by a 
whirlwind which carried him off and deposited him, while 
be elnmbercd, in the strectB of Philadelphia. On openiug 
his eyes ho looked round in amazement, and exclaimed, 
"Well, by my bowI ! I had heard of your building a 
wooden town in a day ; but if you did all this in a night, 
the divil himself must have been your bricklayer's la- 
borer!" 

One of the most agreeable aequaintances I formed in 
Philadelphia was with Cha xles Brockden P rO'^' n i '^"'- ^tbI, 
and for many years the only, novelist America had pro- 
duced. Few men have united talent and worth in a larger 
proportion, or been more marked by a characteristic which 
is supposed to be incompatible with the pursuit of letters 
— equanimity. In a powerful mind this must be a mental 
influence. It bespeaks an active as well as speculative 
( life, a daily observation of the world's admixture, engen- 
""ering contentment with its best and respect for ita weak- 
tpart. It is the fate of writers who seclude tbeniselvest 
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that, carrying a bigh standard of character into tho wofl 
they arc not prepared to put up with tho discovery thatl 
they have deceived themselves. 

Brown, as a writer, has not yet, I apprehend, received 
his full share of praise. It is true he formed bis stylo 
npoa that of an illustrious modern thinker — Mr. Godwin; 
but while the latter owed his pervading gloom to German 
study, with Brown the tinge of sadness took its rise in 
nature. Mr. Godwin's genius may be likened to a her- 
mit reading the records of his race by a flickering lamp 
the solitary ruins of an old abbey or castle; Brown 
writes as though seated in one of his own primeval for- 

ita, with the twilight falling round him and the stars 
■coming out to watch his meditations. Like Mr. Godwin, 
■he is an explorer of the inner world of man, not a painter 
of its external habits. He is no recorder of the artificial 
conventionalities which mark the surface of human cou- 
dnct, but a diver into its depths and a delineator of the 
sources, not tho results, of our ruling thoughts and feel- 
llngs. In doing this he shows less elegance, less care, less 
'metaphysical minuteness and logical accuracy than his 
great prototype. He cannot so steadily lay bare the quiv- 
ering flesh and trace each delicate nerve that shrinks 
within it, nor can he diversify his pages with the aamo 
amount of learning, but the story he writes evolves with 
more simplicity, flows in swifter sentences, and takes ad- 
vantage of a sustained interest in tho reader's mind to 
press its moral or its argument with greater force. Both. 
ilhese writers belong to a class addressing but a narrow 
'circle of admirers at present, yet they roust rise in esti-' 
nation as taste and information spread, for the material 
they work in is permanent, while the ephemeral modes 
and features of society can interest only those who beholj 
them. "Edgar Iluntly" appears to me to be one of hifl 

lost pleasing prodactions; the story and character of Cli[ 
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thcrortvcl the attention from beginning to end. "ArtfiSr 
Ucrvyn" contains th« most powerful descriptions {tbe 
r&vages of the Plague, etc.), but " Wieland," tuben on all 
pOiDtB. must bo considered his chtf d^ceurre. 

Itron-n gave very little iden of an imaginative writer 
in his appearance, llo was short and dumpy, with light 
«jCB, and hair inclining to be sandy, while the expression 
of bia countenance told rather of ill-health than of intel- 
lect. The lines on his brow seemed to have been corroded 
by ciinaumptiun, not chiselled by midnight meditations, 
and this was partly the coxv. A weak constitution had 
been bis parents' legacy to him, and the ebullitions of his 
Bpirit proved too powerful for the vessel that contained 
it. Yet vividly in his conntenanoe glowed the light of 
) benevolence ; that was bis nature, and he could no more 
have suppressed its expression than he could have kept 
■lis eyes closed. 

With all his ill-healtb and straitened eircum stances, for 
ho supported himself chiefly by bis pen. Brown enjoyed 
life, and could be a very cheerful if not an enlortaining 
, companion, lie said but little, but be had a ready sym- 
pathy which drew out clever things iu others, so that I 
was induced to remark to him upon bis difference in soct- 
! ety from the sombrenesa of his writings. His reply struck 
Jme as being curiously illustrative. " I am conscious," said 
Hlie, " of a double mental existence. When I am suffieient- 
^ly cKeited to write, all my ideas flow naturally and irre- 
isistibly through the medium of sympathies which steep 
them in shdde, though the feelings they bring arc so pleas- 
jng as to prevent my perceiving it. The tone of ray works 
being thus the necessary result of the advancement of 
those truths or diacoveriea which lead me to composition, 
I am made so happy by it for the time as to be ignorant 
I* 6f its real effect upon my reader. This I term, therefore, 
Hfeay imaginative being. My social one has more of light 
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^^Khan darkness upon it, because, unless I could cany into 
^^■aocietf tlio excitement which makes me wi-ite, I could not 
^^rfall into its feelings. Perhaps," he concluded, " the dif- 
II, ference of the two may be thus summed up: in my literary 
moods I am aiming at making the world something better 
than I tind it; in my social ones I am content to take it as 

The false impressions that we form of the labor of com- 
Kpositiou from different styles has been often remarked, 
I^JohnsOD's ponderous sentences, for instance, being sup- 
o be the result of protracted care, and Rousaean's 
f gush of language the pastime of a natural facility, while 
^tba very reverse of thia wag the fact: Johnson was facile, 
Bousseau laborious. Thus, swiftly as flows the language 
Ijof Brown, it contains too much thought, feeling, and pnr- 
B to appear to have been written aa easily aa it may 
^ie read. Yet such was the case. He told me that when 
I subject presented itself to hira, he walked about fer- 
menting the matter in hia mind till it was ready to be 
wn off. He then sat down, and all the material came 
■apidly as he could write, whether it were argument or 
description, Aa a proof, he was occupied but three weeks 
I upon "Arthur Mervyn," and little more in the compoei- 
I tion of "Edgar Iluntly." 

I once remarked to him that I had no doubt his spirits 
I had been soured by the want of literary tasto in his coun- 
trymen to appreciate his writings as they merited, and to 
give that stimulus to his ambition which it would have 
received had he lived in England, lie replied that such 
had been the case in some measure, yet, sensible as he waa 
that a love of fame was the grand impetus to distinction, 
writing, with him, had been as much a matter of neoea- 
fiity in a mental as a bodily aspect. "As soon," said he, 
" as I could put two ideas together I felt a craving to ii 
*ent, which required certain trains of thought to b% d 
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pat in ttCtioD In nrjcr to get rid of a surplus of daily gen- 
cnted ideas. This employment was jnst as necessary to 
my mint! ns ini!"tcnaiico lo my framt-. It was BynonymottB . 
with a vital fanction- Fame 1 have longed for, certainly; 
and »yropnlliy from my friends, much more than from the 
world; but, bad I been eiiled to Kamacbatka, I must hava 
written as a mental necessity, and in it have still found 
my highoKt enjoyment." 
' It is not known lo the conntrymen of Brown that be 
wM once induced to attempt a play . Some one in the 
course of a eonversation upon the drama had said to him, 
"Brown, why don't yow write a play? you could easily 
get it acted." The suggestion threw him upon a new 
field of reflection. Ite went home, considered the sub- 
ject, OS bo thought, on all points, fancied that ho felt the 
power or know tho secret, and, a subject occurring to bim, 
be set himself to work. A few days after ho called on me 
with a manuscript. "Bernard," said he, "I am going to 
surprise you. I have written two acts of a tragedy, and 
I wish to trespass on your kindness to road it and give 
rae privately your candid opinion." I esprcssed my great 
pleasure in obliging him. "But mind," he added, "I re- 
quire, as a friend, your candid opinion, for I rely entirely 
on your judgment to decide whether my own views of a 
drama are correct. I bare appended to the second act the 
plot of the other three, which will enable yon to perceive 
if the subject is possessed of dramatic effect, and whether 
my mode of treating the first portion warrants my com- 
pleting the remainder. Accordingly I devoted that even- 
ing, being a leisure one, to its perusal. The subject was 
an imaginary incident of Egyptian history, the interest 
turning on the intellectual sway of a magician over a 
young Persian, and tbe attachment of the latter to a Greek 
girl, who attempted to combat the magician's influence. 
Tbaa between the poNveia of love and superstition, the 
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disciples of Art and of Nature, tlie magician and the girl, 
a contest ensued wbioli terminated with the triumph of 
the sorcerer and the death of the lovers. In thia work 
Brown had gone into all his usual dissection of thoughts 
and feelings, but without any regard to displaying them 
hy situations, or appeals to the feelings through the eye, 
the necessary auxiliary in supporting stage interest, which | 
must otherwise be wholly mental, or dependent lipon the 
ear. He was evidently ignorant of the secret that in thea- 
13 the most refined minda are in a state of so much higher 1 ( 
:citement than at home that they require the story to 1 
told with tenfold rapidity, and therefore lo be cou- 
ienscd into its moat quintessential elements. At all events 
bis design was only tit for the closet, and even there, I 
tblnk, would have looked like a metaphysical inquiry ham- 
pered with the unnecessary restrictions of being divided 
into scenes and written in verso. When ho called on me 
again I gave the above as ray candid opinion, but begged 
he would obtain that of other friends, as I made no pre- 
tensions, even in stage matters, to infallibility. My rea- 
sons, however, sufficed to determine him. lie said it was 
hut an experiment, and he should burn the manuscript 
as soon as he went home. I observed that I doubted his 
resolution to do that, knowing that the destructioH of 
,4)De*s offspring, human or literary, was equally an outrage 
-to the feelings. Ho smiled, put away the doomed one, 
flhook my hand, and departed. A few days afterwards I 
invited him to dinner, when, as he was leaning against the 
mantelpiece, he extended his snnffbox to me. Opening 
it, I perceived that it was filled with some black dust or 
tinder, "What's that?" said I. "The remains of my 
tragedy," he replied, "which I carefully preserved after 
its combustion in the grate, for you to look at, Bli 
doubted my resolution to destroy it." 




K 



; Wigncll.— The Tlicatrca anJ Yellow Kcfor. — American 
Circuiu,— rosiiion of the Actor ici America.— Mrs. Murrj,— Mrs. Mai- 
mylli.— FtiiQslI. — Cooper. — "A Uiatriudio Acsdemj." 

TuKKE were membera of thia company who must not 
pass unrecorded. Here! foiiiiil Mrs. Whitelock, Iho sister 
of Mrs. Siddona, and allied to bcr in genius as well as in 
blaod; the handsome Mr. Williamson, who was famous 
in the lovers, aa well oS the stage as on; and that Diost 
buoyant and charming of a!I rcekless romps, Miss Fonle- 
nelle, the heroine in London of many of O'Keefe'a farces, 
and a sort of miniaturo' Mrs. Jordan, compressed in one 
A girl whose animal spiritB led Merry to compare 
'J»r to brandy above proof! " She takes away my breath," 
said he. And last, but not least, here I also found Ilodg- 
kinson, an actor from Bath, who preferred trying the New 
World to further toil in the provinces, and, as the bright- 
est of all the lights that have glanced over its boarda, 
well deserving the title he obtained, of its Roscias! 

When I associate this actor with Garrick and Ilender- 
eon (the first of whom I had often seen, and the latter ' 
played "ivith) I afford some ground for thinking he poa- 
BcBScd no common claims. I do not hesitate to say, that 
had he enjoyed their good-fortune — the inspiration and 
discipline of a refined London public — he would have risen 
to the rank of their undoubted successor. What was his 
diatinction? That which peculiarly stamped them — that 
L on of a sympathetic and an imitative faculty, which. 
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whether of huiuor or pathos, can draw all the forms and 
give all the colorings of character. Nature being full of 
rule, being a law as it were in action, is of course a great 
classifier, a worker on raodela, fond of species and types, 
and thus the old man and the young, the hero and the 
rogue of tragedy and comedy, being distinct types or 
models, actors usually come into the world with their 
own special aptitude; whenever, therefore, nature departs 
from her scheme, and forms a mind in which merges the 
most apposite perceptions, as colors that meet, and yet 
ehine in a rainbow, she is evidently in one of her wonder- 
working mooda, fantastical or wearied with her unifonu 
labors. 

Ilodgkinson was a wonder. In the whole range of the 

living drama there was no variety of character he could 

^ not perceive and embody, from a Richard or a Hamlet 

[ down to a Shelty or a Sharp. To the abundant mind of 

I Shakespeare his own turned as a moon that could catch 

I lud reflect a large amount of its radiance; and if, like 

I, his great precursors, it seemed to havu less of the poetic 

►element than of the riches of humor, this was oiving to 

ssociation, which, in the midst of his tragic passions, 

grould intrude other images. An exclusive tragedian will 

t*lways Boeni greater by virtue of his specialty, by the 

singleness of impressions which are simply poetic; while 

Hodgkinson had one gift that enlarged his variety beyond 

all competition — he was also a singer, and could charm 

you in a burletta, after thrilling you in a play; so that 

through every form of drama he was qualified to pass, 

and it might be said he "exhausted worlds" if he could 

not "invent new." I doubt if such a number and such 

greatness of requisites were over before united in one 

mortal man. Nor were his physical powers inferior to 

his mental ; he was tall and well-proportioned, though 

inclining to be corpulent, with a face of ^•a'A lasJa^ 
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th&t ahnwed tho minutest cliango of fectiog, while hn 
voice, full 3ii<l fli'xiblo, could ouly be likened to an iDslm- 
nicnt that his passioDS played upon at pleasure. 

Sue!) was this great actor, who, dying in tho prime of 

life of a prevailing epidemic, was prevented from reaching 

that distinction which must have worthily connected his 

^Lncmory with the drama of his country. It would be grati- 

^Blying,of course, if I could enlarge as much upon the man; 

^■bat his early life had been nnfortonato; be bad never 

^ftknown a duo restraint, and, as ho rose to fame, he attraot- 

^B%d friends who were more willing to share his en'ors than 

l^to pity or condemn them; but it is right I should add 

that, though wholly self-educated, ho bad attained to taste 

and manners, and even evinced some skill in literature, by 

the production of a comedy. 

At Newport I met my manager ( Wignell), and received 
\i warm welcome. Ho was an excellent fellow, whoso 
abundance of heart was unluckily accompanied by -a defi- 
ciency of head, that kept him always in difficulties. " No 
one's enemy bnt hia owu," we find very often to be every 
one's friend, and yet such a benevolence but rarely gains 
praise, and is condemned by a good many, merely because 
they didn't happen to become its recipients. In a profes- 
sional light he had but moderate claims. He had variety 
as an actor, but with limited power. He had enjoyed the 
good-fortune of being the first general comedian who had 
crossed the Atlantic; and by the 6ide of the stiff humor 
of his friends, Henry and Hallam, both of whom belonged 
to the old school of London, ho had certainly shone as a 
spirited actor; but the term of bis partnership proved also 
- that of his fame. When, in 1V93, he returned from Eng- 
land, to open the first complete theatre America bad wit- 
^iiessed, he brought with him a company containing several 
^KL medians who were much his superiors, and who at once 
^Bjs/ned a fame that put an end to hia efforts. Thence- 
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forward Iio wisely resigned acting for management — a 
difference of function tliat feiv men havo been able to 
'anite witb succeaa, tbe varieties of the one tending Badly 
to militate against the interests of the other; and I was 
enabled to see him act but upon special occasions, such tta 
his own benefits, when he reminded me of the accounts I 
had heard of his father, who was one of Garrick'a subor- 
dinates. 

Established in Tfew York, I was in a position to take a 
■view of the American stage, and as it presented just then 
some very curtoua distinctions, I trust their detail will not 
prove unacceptable. 

There were three leading managements at this time in 
America, conducting three distinct circuits — in the North, 
South, and centre: that of Ilodgkinson and Dunlap, who 
bad succeeded Henry and Ilallam, in the direction of what 
was called the "Old American Company," and whose 
principal cities were New York and Boston ; that of Mons. 
Solec, whose headquarters was Charleston, but who mi- 
grated northward to Newberae and Richmond; and that 
of Wignell and Reinagle, whose home was Philadelphia, 
but who also paid visits to Baltimore and Annapolis. 
Each of these circuits professed to engage actors for ten 
months of tbe year, and to employ them in the intervals; 
but their seasons, owing to the climate, were curioasly 
modified. The English division, of winter and summer 
seasons, was almost unknown. While the summer was 
too hot for any acting at Charleston, the winter was too 
severe, both at New York and Boston, thus dividing the 
seasons there into autnmn and spring. These extremes 
were the oause of the arrangement I have mentioned, be- 
tween Charleston and Boston, to exchange forces yearly; 
and at length, of the system of going to the South in the 

[winter, and to the North iu the spnng — the h&.t, at *' 
i«ame time, being so great, even in tbe KQTt\x, 'Ouait. Tdi 
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^^■U samincr KchcmcM wcro found to bo failarcs. This wu 
^^■ovvl c-nougli; but, at the jieriod in question, Amcricaa 
^fllieatricals had etill greater variety. Tliia was owing to 
the yellow fever — that terrible sconrge which, passing 
from Africa to tlie West Indies, found its way to Amer- 
ica ill 1 702 ; and whicli, though now nearly extinct, then 
~ iarly made a tour of two thirds of the t'nion. So f right- 
J were its ravages that the first news of its approach was 
Ricient to empty towns of one half of their citizens; and 
■ it camo at nil periods, though chiefly in Eummor, it per- 
IBitted no system to be planned with security. It broke 
) the legislatures, paralyzed trade, aud, of course, put 
D end to all kinds of amusements. The theatres, need I 
By, were the earliest to suffer, for, iu addition to the 
Wnic which the fever created, a crowd was a medium for 
ipreadmg infection; and though it is true that this scourge 
imrcly entered New England, yet as it was here that the- 
atricals flourished the least, the evils resulting will be 
readily surmised. 

Still I am bound to confess that, if it shut up the the- 
atres it created a thirst for them, which tended greatly 
to balance the losses sustained. Startling as it may ap- 
pear, yet the fact is unquestionable that there never was 
such a disposition to enter our doors as when the fever 
had departed. The desire for amusement seemed to have 
increased by suspension. In the very first days of mourn- 
ing, after thousands had been swept from the bounds of 
the city, let the theatre but open, and tbo rush to it from 
all quarters cau be scarcely conceived. All ages and sta- 
^^ tions partook of an excitement which was usually con- 
^Hfined to a particular class. This was scarcely to be viewed 
^^B| a healthful phenomenon, and yet was as little to be 
^Bmeed to a want of right feeling. It was a startling reac- 
tion ; in their escape from a terror which had benumbed ev- 
erjr faculty, the mere sense of safety provoked an excess — 
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spread an hysterical feeling, that Bought any amusement 

that would afford it a vent. It was the same in France, 

after the fall of the Jacobins; and there, as in America, 

the drama was sought chiefly as the medium of all others 

r that appealed most to the feelings. Such excitementa, of 

I coarse, were opposed to ita interests, and certainly sup- 

k plied no inspiration to actors; one half a population being 

Iforced into mourning, my reader may conceive an au- 

Kdicncc's look in those days, and our satisfaction at finding 

I'OnrBclves linked with the cause of it. The Quakers and 

lothers, observing our reappearance on the heels of the 

calamity, discovered the relation between us of cause 

fritnd effect, and proclaimed that we moved in a perpetual 

l,<!ircle, reproducing each other: the fever, the actors — the 

pactora, the fever! 

Of the three circuits I have named I may confidently state 
that the Fhiladolpbian scheme at this period stood first: 
not only on account of its superior company, but of its new 
and improved theatre, which, aa I have mentioned else- 
where, was the firat complete structure that had been 
reared in the West. It bad been built from plans sup- 
plied by Richards, the secretary of the Royal Academy 
(a relation of Wignell's), and fitted up by the talents of 
Holland and Milbourne, the first eminent painters that had 

t crossed the Atlantic. All the other cities, Boston only ex- 
cepted, bad either temporary erections in some warehouse 
or barn, or else some poor wooden building, such as that 
of New York, which was equally meagre in look and ap- 
pointment. Which of these circuits, however, was also 
most prosperous, it would be barderto say. Iftheir evils 

Iwera in common, so were also their fortunes. In the 
eoarse of my extended connection with the stage I can 
remember no period that conduced more to ita welfare. 
The progress of the war had not only freed the Union from 
England, but from prejudice ; and had prepared for a calm 
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^hich natarally Wndvd to a s[iirit ot ctijoymciit; while 
I revival of trade aoon made money abundant, and BUp- 
1 tbie dcairablu spirit with means. But there was an- 
Othor favoring circuniKtance. The ctionnous emigration, 
caused by the French licvolutiou, not only supplied the 
theatroa with t'xcellont orehcslras, a most attractive addi- 
tion, but with a great mass of patrons, who, however shat- 
tered in fortune, Ktill continued to find means for their 
favorite pleasure. The only alloy of this benefit was the 
fkct that among the musicians and patrons of the theo- 

B^re were numbers of the poor noiUaae, stripped of even 

B'lbeir names. 

Dut, however advantageous to a manager's pockets, this 
was also a period that rcfipocted his pleasures. It gave 
him Utile other trouble than to attend to his treasury. 
Both his system and actors were imported from Knglantl, 
and the one, for aomo years, worked as well as the other. 
Tlio modern rage for novelties had as yet to set in. The 
drama itself was a novelty, which proved quite sufficient. 
Thus a manager, in those days, was not perplexed for 
new pieces, or obliged to risk a. fortune on those abyssea 
of capital — modern ballet and spectacle. As yet, even a 
melodrama was unknown to the stage; the nearest ap- 
proach to it bciug serious pantomimes, such as "La Pe- 
rouae " and " Don Juan ;" all of which, however, present- 
ed a strong human interest, and were as cheaply produced 
as they were occasionally popular. Shakespeare and 

hO'Keefe were the staple attractions, varied with Farqu- 
fcar and Cumberland, Goldsmith and Sheridan; and the 
performances also were only three nights a week, and yet 
probably averaged as much as our six. Thus he had 
nothing to do at the opening of a season but to put up a 
east of the common stock plays — " Hamlet," " Othello," 
^^the "West Indian," and the " Rivals;" with the " Padlock," 
^^k ? "Poor Soldier," and the "Agreeable Surprise." The 
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IlKJtors were all studied, hardly a reliearsa! was needed, 
bud if the fever kept off, the house filled and closed with- 
out one jai- to hia nerves. And hia social existence was 
liardly leaa enviahle, Ilodgkrnson, for instance, posaeBscd 
every luxury; he had hia town and country house, drove 
his curricle or laodeni, and gave dinners to al! the leading 
^■ipeople of the city, which would have made a London man- 
^Bttger thoughtful as to his following pantomime. 
^P The actor's position was quite aa good as the maii- 
ikger'a. As yet tlie supply of talent was not beyond the 
demand, and consequently incomes maintained a fair level. 
I There waa no salary at this period under four pounds a 

»>ireek, while many reached as high as twelve and fifteen; 
Jtnd as benefits occarred at least twice a year, these ordi- 
Darily added one third to the amount. If an actor were 
unemployed, want aud ahamo were not before him: he 
had merely to viait some town in the interior where no 
theatre existed, but "readings "were permitted; and giv- 
ing a few recitations from Shakespeare and Sterne, his 
pockets in a night or two were amply replenished. Thia 
easy resource, in rendering the actor independent, com- 
pelled the manager to be generous, and put both upon a 
footing which tended not a little to uphold their pursuit. 
When actors grew abundant this level was broken, and 
their reputations in conaequence began to decline. Wg 
aeldora think how much morals depend upon means. If 
the rich struggle to be virtuous, how much more must the 
poor. "When salaries sank, owing to the increased com- 
petition, characters sank also (the resource above named 
becoming quickly exhausted), and thus many who found 
themselves without food among strangers wore forced 
into misconduct which they would have otherwise 
Boomed. 
^^ I shall now review the talent which, at this period, dis- 
^^■nguished the American stage ; and to do go more clearly, 
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^^Bll lake it aa it stood in thoprincipal companies. Ton 

^^BD llifn, niili lIodukinHonV IIIk leading siipportcra 

^Hpero Mr. and Urn, lldllara, Mr. and Mrs. JoUnaon, Mr. 

•nd Mrs. Tylt-r, Mr. and Mrs, V. Poivell, Messrs. Jeffer- 

Hon, Dickenson, Martin, and Frigmore, Mrs. Melmoth, 

ItrN. S. Powell, Mra, lirelt, and Mirs Hardingc, Soloc's 

^^Orco GoDsistcd of Ht. and Mrs. Barretl, Mr. and Mra. 

^^MrilliBinson, Mr. and Mrs. Whitelock, Mr. and Mrs. Ilar- 

^H>er, Mr. and Sirs, Jones, Mr. and Mrs, Placide, Messrs. 

Cbalmcm and Klackensie, and the Misses Broadburst and 

Green. While Wignell numbered the following; Messrs. 

Fennfll, Cooper, and Morton; Harwood, Blissel, and Fran- 

H«i8; Marshall, Warren, and Ilardinge; Warrcll and Ber- 

^fctnl; Musdames Merry, Mart>hal, Oldmixon, Uardiuge, 

H^Ud Lest range. 

Of these companies the Beconi] was consideralilj the 
wcaliosl- It wanted, in the first place, a leading trage- 
dian. Neither Barrett nor Williamson, who divided that 
honor, having any pretension to it. With good physical 
requisites (the latter especially, who was remarkably hand- 
some) and some versatility their deficiency was the more 
obvious, since, in addition to Mrs. Barrett, who was not 
without genius, they could boast of Mrs, Whitelock, an 
admirable actress, who was in no way unworthy of her 
illnstriouB sister, and till Mrs. Merry arrived had de- 
served her distinction of " the American Siddons." Her 
defects were her person, which was short and undignified, 
. and her heavy, thick voice; but she had the family face, 
and a genuine passion, which could kindle the sympathies 
and blind the spectator to every deficiency. Let me add, 
that this lady was an honor to her profession in every 
sense, and was happy in a husband who partook all her 
worth, and some amount of her powers. In the fathers 

K tragedy he had singular merit; his venerable appear- 
e being worthily sustained by his pathos and dignity. 
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The force of this corps lay ratber in comedy. Chalmera, 
for instance, was an able comedian, thongh rather artifi- 
cial, and more active thau humorous. He had been orig- 
f ipaliy a harlequin, but, unlike the great Woodward, had 
KieoDtinued his movements to the displacement of charac- 
LewiH was his model, but he had unluckily caught 
only that great actor's lega. Jones, his associate, had 
much higher claims: ho was true and artistic, and, while 
founded on Edwin, had original powers. Again, Harper, 
though old, retained much of hia humor; while the charm- 
ing Mrs. Williamson, alias Miss Fontenclle, reigned su- 
preme over all transatlantic soubrettes. 

Hodgkinaou's company had far greater force. Its 
leader alone turned the scale in its favor. I have already 
tried to show how this wonderful actor was indeed a host 
in himself, and that his variety, combined with Wa depth 
of conception, would have bestowed on him the fame of 
a Garrick and a Henderaon, bad he enjoyed the good- fort- 
une of an adequate discipline. His liistory in America 
was somewhat amusing. He had heen imported by 
Henry and Hallam to annihilate Wignell, who, at the time 
he deserted them, was the great favorite of the States iti 
all the broad comedy, the other two managers reigning 
supreme as tragedians; but no sooner had the new actor 
accomplished their object than ho turned hia fire on 
themselves, and tore from them also their long- possessed 
honors, ahooting out into the most opposite fields of art, 

I and assuming Richard and Lear, as easily as Mungo and 
Shelly. Hallam, who was now on the borders of eixty, 
^presented only the wreck of his former capacity, but 
Mill was a various and elegant actor, thougii formed morn 
fm the model of Quin than of Garrick. He enjoyed the 
distinction of being the first youthful star of the Ameri- 
can stage (playing, as a boy, at New York as early as 
1752), and had thus the good-fortune of being the firat 
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ircMotativp of the heroes of Shakespeare. He had, a 
nently, a Irailit'ional fame that still clung to him, thoagli 
waa ahoni of hit beams, aiul only allowed to take the 

laviDgs of llodgkinson's genius. Messrs. Johnson and 

lartin were goo<], iiHuful actors, who stood next to Mr. 

iallam; and Mr. Tyler was a singer, who was put into 
tragedy owing to hiii singular reMemblance to General 
Washington, which made it good policy to array him in 
powder and Mmnll -riothes as ofl<.'n as possible. Mr. 
Charles Powell, of Itoston, was a thoroughly artistic, 
igh rather hnrd, actor; and Messrs. Jefferson and 

dckeuson already showed signs of Ixitng two of the best 
'Ornaments of the American stnge. The ladies were Mrs. 

^odgkinson, who was young and agreeable; Mrs. John- 
ion, who waa an elegant and dignified actress; Mm. S. 
Powell, who waa maturing as an able tragedian; and my 
old friend, Mrs. Melmoth, who still retained powers 
vhich commanded respect. This lady was the wife of 
the then famous Pratt, the author of "Gleanings," who, 
under the name of Courtcnay Melmoth, had eloped with, 
and carried her on the stage. They had been parted 
for some years; but she had saved sufficient means to 
purchase a property on Long Island, where she retired, 
and died amid general esteem. Mrs. Melmoth bad 
taste and judgment, which, combined with her beauty, 
bad always made her a favorite; but her misfoitune, in 
latter years, was to expand to a size that no tragedy and 
black velvet had power to subdue. In the matrons, of 
course it was not so much noticed ; but on her performing 
the Grecian Daughter, in which she made her deAUt, at 
her cry to save her father, "Tyrant, strike here! — hero 
you will find blood enough," a laugh was the result, that 
almost ruined the play. 

I now come to our own corps, which I think the supe- 
W; and yet^ whatever its claims, which was scarcely less 
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marked by individual traits. And foremost stood FcnncU. 
Klsewliere I Bhall attempt to dL'Gcribc him in full: suffice 
it now, he was a character of no ordinary occurrence. 
With a tall, coramanding person, a full, fleshy face, and a 
deep, solemn voice, he united a spirit the most light and 
mercnrial. lie was the king of projectors, his whole life 
having passed in a serieB of schemes which bad emptied 
their owner of all possessions hut faith. Educated for 
the Church, his first project was acting, which he deserted 
for politics In Paris, and for literature in London; when 
America presented a new field for his efforts, ho sought 
it, and successively became saltmaker, bridge-builder, 
schoolmaster, and lectm'er, going back, on tho failure of 
each, to the stage as the only true friend who would give 
him a dinner. As an actor, he certainly laid small claim 
to genius, being rather what is known as an exceilent 
reader; but ho had great cultivation; and in particular 
cbaractersj where his coldness and person were equally 
needed, such as Brutus and Zanga, he could exhibit great 
force, and tower at moments into positive grandeur. 

Cooper, his colleague, who, after Ilodgkinson's death, 
became our ruling tragedian, had also his distinctions. 
The son of an Irish surgeon, he had been educated chiefly 
under the care of Mr. Godwin, and so derived that inde- 
pendence which marked him. through life. Endowed with 
groat genius, and the highest qualifications in face, voice, 
and person, he had little or no art, which he never strove 
to acquire, being content to cover its want by his impulse 
and freshness. Thus, as be grew older, he failed to improve, 
while his lusurious habits abated his force, and left but 
gleams of" the firo which, at first, was continaoas. Ills 
history is significant. Appearing as Ilamlet, at Covent- 
Garden, when scarcely turned twenty, he produced the 
most signal impression, even in the face of John Kem- 
blc. But, instead of remaiuiug, and Viinmw^ViVft^vi-wi- 
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* Btady anil art, lio tboiight America a 6cld wbkh 

I «eizG withoat effort, and there found liu had to 

Birith tlic xuct-csiior of Honderflon. Tims rendered 

9 carelcM, be failed in li^03, when lio sought a second 

Iflno to win tbv vordict of London; though, on returning 

America, he became its great favorite, until tbe arrival 

bof Cooke, whoso light, though it was Betting, extinguished 

lalt othcrii. Still, with all bis defects, I look back to his 

youth as displaying a power which I can only rank second 

to tbo greatont I havo seen. I still think bis Macbeth was 

only inferior to Garrlck's, and his Hamlet to Kemble's; 

while hi* Othello, 1 think, vas ei]aa.l to Barry's itself. 

fNeil to Cooper ranked Morton, a young native actor, 
pf singular promise, who had also tlie advantage of great 
personal rci)ui&iu-s. He was the ideal of a lover, having 
h natural elegance, aa well as great tenderness, which ren- 
dered him the llolman of the American stage, ilia forte 
lay in sentiment rather than tragedy, rendering hia Bel- 
cour and Harry Dannton quite marvels of acting. But 
bo could rise above these; and his Romeo and Jaflier were 
the very heat I have seen. He was doomed to die early, 
and his loss, in my experience, was never replaced. Our 
comedians were Ilarwood, a clover transcript of Bannister, 
but who added, however, various trajts of bis own; War- 
ren, who displayed much of the vigor of Dowton; and 
Blisset and Francis, two excellent actors, if somewhat 
narrow in range. To such a strong list of men, when I 
add that our ladies were in no way inferior — that Mrs. 
Oldmixon could have fully replaced Mrs. Mattocks, and 
Mrs, Marshall dcRorved the name of the American Jordan, 
I shall complete it by adding tbo name of Mrs. Merry, 
whose triumphs in London would render any eulogy al- 
most a slur on her powers. 
^^ Divided into two ranks as arc the Shakesperian heroines 
^^v— tbe queenly and thonghtf tU, the loving and passionate — 
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if Mrs, Siddolis, in the ono, ascended to a greatness that 
almost became an identity, Mrs. Merry, on the other, I 
thinlc, waa equally perfect, and equally gifted to enrapt- 
ure an audience. With a voice that was all music, and 
a face all emotion, her pathos and tenderness were never 
exceeded ; and if unequal to the grandeur of Katherine 
id Constance, her Juliet and Imogen were indelible im- 



My acquaintance, at this period, with Messrs. Kallam 
and Morris, two of the earliest members of the "Old 
American Company," enables me to recount a few partic- 
ulars of the drama before and after the Revolution, which 
may, perhaps, be acceptable. During their early cam- 
paigns they only played twice a week, and to an average 
nightly receipt of about £10, their current expenses rang- 
ing under £15. The original theatres of New York and 
FhiladelpLia were fitted up to contain £150, and, as a 
proof of their simplicity, at an average cost of about three 
times that sum ; the expense of scenery and wardrobe 
amounting to as much more — so that the entire outlay, at 
Btartiog, came under £1200. I have elsewhere refeiTed 
to the vigorons opposition they had to meet on all sides. 
This led to peculiar customs. To conciliate their enemies, 
they always acted one evening in each season for the 
benefit of the poor; while to obtain even a hearing, they 
were forced to travel with a "character" from the gov- 
ernors of the respective stales — in the manner of the old 
companies in the time of Queen Elizabeth. Sfy reader is 
aware that actors, in those days, always carried a passport 
from some noblemau, to escape being pounced on as va- 
grants, a fact which explains their turning lacqueys (the 
duke's servants, etc.), instead of seeking, as in our time, 
^their true patron, the public; their chief object was pro- 
^Bection against the fangs of the law. But another re- 
^^Knrce, in America, was even more cbaracterktvc. Tcj 
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undo ibc objection to pUyo, ibey cither opened (aa did 
Pouglfts) an "Iliatrionio Aeailemj-, in order to deliver 
disscrtutiunM on iiul>juct« inHlructlvc and entertaining," 
and to qaalify ibeir visitor* "to Bpeak in puLllo with pro- 
priety;" or they annouDC^d an cntortsinmcDt which they 
calivd "Moral Dinloj{Ut!i>," wliicli wero still more expres- 
iive; and as Mr. Morris had fortunately preserved a bill 
of one of these, whioli be allowed mo to copy, I ara happy 
in being able to present it to my reader. This singular 
document, presenting 80 clear a method of vindicatJiig 
S hakes pea ri', ran in the following manner: 

XINO'S ABlfS TAVUBN.HEWFOBT.BHODE IBLAHD. 



t MosDAT, JcNE 10, AT Tiis Public Roou op thb aboti 
Inn, will ds Delivsubd a Sbribs of 

MORAL DIALOGUES, 

IX FIVE PARTS, 
tCTINO THE BVlt. EFrECIS OF JEALOITSY AND OTHER BAD PASSiOKS, 
OVINO THAT HAPPINESS CAN ONLY SPRISO FltOlI 

THE rcRSUrr op vibidk 



^V "UK. DocoLAS will rcproBent a nobis and mngnanimoui Moor named 
■^(WmIId, wlia lovca a ^oung lad; uonied Deadomoria, und after lio has BiMt- 
tied her, harboTa (u in too manj coaos) tho dreadful pasaion of jeaiouaj. 
0( jcalowtf, OUT being's bnne, 
Harh tho imaU cause, and llie moat dreadful pain. 
" Mb. AuTif will depict tlio character of a spedotis Tillflia, in the regl- 
ment of Othello, nho is so base a9 U> hale his commander on mere sn>. 
pidon, and to impose on his best friend. Of such oharaoters, it is to be 
feared, there are thousands in tlie n-orld, and the one in qneelioa may pre- 
sent to ua a salutary warning. 

The man that nrong^ his master and his friend, 
Wliat ran he come to hut a shamofui end f 
"Mn. Uallau wit! delineate a young and Ihoughtleaa officer, irlw ia 
traduced by Mr. Allyn, and, getting drunli, loses his situation and hb 
SCDeral's esteem. All young men nhatsoever, take example from Cudo. 
The ill eCEccts of drinking would you see ? 
Be warned, and keep from evil company. 
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" Ur. UfiBRia irill represent an old gcntlemnn, the fitlier of Dcademona, 
who is not cnict or covebiua, but is toolbh enoiie^ to dialike the noble 
Moor, his son-in-law, beuiuse liis fnce is not nliite, (orgetliog that we 
all spring from one root. Sucli prejudices are verj numerous and very 
wrong. 

Fatliers beware wliiit sense and iore je laclt, 
'Tia crime, not color, makca tlic being block. 
"Hr. Qitalch will depict a fool, who wishes to beoomo a knaTe, and 
osting to one, gels killeil bj him. Such is the friendship of rogues — 
take beeil. 

Wlien fools would knnves beeomo, how ortcn jou'll 
PetcciTC the knave not wiser thnn the fool. 
"iSja. MoRiUB will represent a joung nnd virtuoui wife, who bdug 
mongfulij suspected, gets smothered (in nn adjoining room) bj her hus- 
band. 

Header, attend; and o'er thou gocat hence 
Let fall a tear to hupleas innocence. 
"Mrs. Douolas will be her faithful attendant, who will hold out a good 
Btample to all serTunia, tnnlo and funintc, and to all people in sabjcction. 
Obedience and gratitude 
Are things as rare as they are good. 
"TariouB other dialoguea, 
ed at night, all adapted to the inipro 
The whole will be repeated on Wednesday and Saturday. Tickets six 
alullings each, lo be had within. Commencement at 7, conclusion at hulf- 
poat 10, ia order that every spectator may go homo at a eobcr hour, and 
reflect upon what he has seen before he retires to rest 



God save the king, 
And long may ho sway 



And fair America." 
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After itino years' pleasant experience in America aa a 
iccessful actor I bad detcrmlnGd to try my fate as a 
manager, and agreed to take a third eharc of the Boston 
Theatre, in conjunction with Powell & Dickinson. But 
to lease a theatre was but a Bmall part of the business; 
We needed actors and actresses, scenery, dresses, etc., 
ich aa could not be found on this side of the Atlantic, 
I, therefore, resolved that I should proceed to 
England to obtain all that was required; a task not with- 
out its difficulties, as my narrative will show. I left 
Boston in April, 1806, and after a three weeks' prosper- 
ous voyage found myself once more near the Irisli coast. 
The first sight which impressed me with the fact that I 
was "home" again was a battered, patched-up fishing- 
smack, with a solitary sail, consisting of aa many pieces 
and colors aa a New England farmer's counterpane, and 
manned by three tatterdemalions, who might well have 
served aa scarecrows. On hailing this precious craft, she 
camo alongside, and, assuming the best brogue I could, 
addressed myself to the helmsman : 
r "Howisit wid you, darlintf" 



I have 

ft, she 1 
juld, I 
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"Bettor than it was, and not so well aa it may he, 
the reply. 

" What luck since you left shore ?" I continued. 

"Bad enough; we've eat all the fish we caught and a 
dale more — let alone the pratiea." 

"But have you any garden fruit left — any raal apri- 
cots, now?" 

"Oh, bushels, delight to youl you've only to open 
yonr month and they'll find their way into it." 

As we had exhausted our stock of potatoca some days 
ago, a supply of this vegetable, anil from their favorite 
soil, proved very acceptable, and I gave the Hibernian a 
quart of rum in return for a bnshol of hia "praties." 

The man thought himself bo liberally paid in this ex- 
change that ho warmly expressed his gratitude, and then 
added: 

"But you arc an Irishman, dare; where does your 
family come from?" 
^k "Limerick," replied I. 

^H *' Limerick 1 why, 'tis my own swate birthplace! Oh, 
^Pfn spake to you, darlint." 

Saying which, he prepared at onco to run up the side of 
the vessel, when one of his companions caught him by the 
leg, exclaiming: 

^" Stop, Patrick, stop ! how do you know but what they 
ill kidemapper yon?" 
" Oh, bother," he replied, good-hum oredly," and if they 
did kidemap me, they wouldn't kidernap the boat, yon 
know." 

Our Irish passenger being informed that a fellow-coun- 
tryman had come on board, came towards Lim with great 
eagerness, and a dialogue ensued as to what the fisherman 
would ask for landing the other on the Irish coast, which 

KB would prefer to proceeding with the ship to Liverpool, 
"Will I take yoii to land?" said the fisherman- "S\«e 
t 12* 



"wa^^^ 



|274 RETItOSrZCTlOKS OF AMI3U0A. 



^V lu* I will. I wouldn't takes yun to tlio bottom unS^^ 

^F double price. TIiito'n Pliulini, Teddy, and myself— tliree 

^P JLDtcel ladfl we're allowed to belaud as for Molly Mona- 

gban, yon shall ssy before you*ve gone a berriu's length 

on the water that ebe's the awateet craytbur intirely yoa 

ever suled witU in your life." 

I" And wbo'a Molly Monagban?" inquired the passenger. 
" Why, tbo Bmactc, sure ; we couldn't got asbore with- 
out her, you know. I call ber Molly Monagban after my 
first wife, to rcniimber me of her Tartues," 
" And what terms do you want, countryman ?" 
"Tarms! I'd rather have money." 
"Wtll, money I mane." 
" Where did you come from, may I ax, when yon was 
in Ireland? Cork, was it ? Well, then, if you had hap- 
pened to have come from Ballysbannon I'd have taken 
you all the way to land for nothing ; but if it's from Cork 
you came I couldn't do it for less than thra tbirtaners." 
This offer being agreed to, the Irishman's trunks were 
thrown on board the smack, and ho began to take leave 
of his fellow-paBBcngei-s. One of them, an American, 
now asked the boatman if ho never met with accidents in 
BO shattered a boat. 
"Aecidints! bless your honor," was the reply, "why, 

» doesn't your honor see that bit of a horseshoe nailed under 
the bow?" 
"Aha; yes, I do." 

" Well, and did you ever bear of a fiaherman's smack 
that met with misfortin when he had a never-worn horse- 
shoe nailed to hia bows?" 

This question, involving more familiarity with the do- 
tails of nautical disasters than the Yankee possessed, com' 
pletely puzzled him. 

"But," ho at length resumed, "I calculate, friend, that 
au boat is very old." 
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"Old, suro cnoiigb, is she, but tbat only makes her the 
more exparienced, you kuoiv. Molly and I were JauneUed 
the same Bummer, and that's thirty-nine year ago, como 
next May, and we both get the wiser as we grow oulder. 
What did she or I know about fiahing or Bailing when wo 
were both youngsters?" 
^1 " Nay, but I think you must allow that the older a ves- 
^HieL grows, she grows the more dangerous." 
^P " Well, your honor, and if so?" 

" Tlien, I reckon, you encounter some toughish weather 
off this foreland Bometimes?" 

"Ah, and you may say that, honey." 

I "Well, friend, I should like to know why you think it 
Vortb while every day to run such a risk of death?" 
" Why, your honor, isn't it for a livin', to be sure." 
. Two days after this wo ran into Liverpool, and after 
jpnrchasing a variety of articles for the theatre, to be sent 
off at once to Boston, I made my way to the metropolis. 
On visiting Drury lane and the Ilaymarket, I liked 
Messrs. Rao and Bartley sufficiently to address them on 
the fiubjeet of a trip to America, which, however, both 
declined; and I then wrote to Dublin to Miss Walstein, 
Mrs. Edwin, and Montague Talbot. At Covent Garden 
Mr. Harris received me very kindly, congratulating me 
on the success I had met with in America, though he 
added, as bo shook his head signitlcantly, that I had 
marred my fortunes in quitting England, lie even of- 
fered me Buch liberal terras to make my reappearance be- 
fore the London public that, had I been free, I could 
hardly have refused; but, as it was, this was out of the 
question. Disappointed again in my applications to Dub- 
lin, owing to the disinclination of one performer and the 
exorbitant demands of another (he actually wanted twenty 
pounds a week — modest in the extreme !), I now made 
oTeitares to Mr. and Mrs. II. Johnson, and overythinf 
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^M wu KtUed except signing Uie articles, vhen the Ud^ 

^■persu ailed to givn up the design and declare off, where- 

^B npon her huiband <-amo tn me in a grual paseioD, very 

^H-liDnonil'ly ulTi>riiig to proceed to America directly and 

^B^kecp hie own word with me, although bj^ wife had fof- 

^B felted hers, I could not, however, think of Bcparatbg 

^B man and wife, when, too, tbcy had good progpect§ in their 

^M own country. At Initt I succeeded in engaging Cipriani, 

^P tbo "Clown," who was recommended to mo by my old 

friend, Maercady;* and I also came to an agreement wilh 

Mnt. 8taiili-y (otherwiao the Uonorablo Mrs. Twieleton) 

to Rupport thu leading characters of comedy and tragedy. 

During this time I bad daily invitations to go abroad, but, 

apart from my profeasional duties, only found leisure to 

cultivate one acquaintance, that of a young lady named 

B Wright, to whom I bad been lately introduced, and whose 

H person and manners so charmed mo that I determined to 

^^ try and induce her to return with mc aa a govcniGa.'^ for 

^ft my motherless children. 

^B Among other invitations at this period Andrew Cherry 
^f wked mc to dine with him, and brought together a host 
of old companions to meet me — Incledon, John Emery, 
Macready, Johnny Quick, and several others. When the 
bottle began to circulate wo amused each other with in- 
dulging in recollections of our early life — "Every Man in 
his Humor" — some of which recollections may perhaps 
bear repetition. Quick told ua that during his strolling 
days the company in which he was enrolled had, on one 
occasion, proceeded to a miserable village which, proving 
incapable of supporting them, they soon ran np a longer 
bill inside the landlord's bar than the one they had hung 
ontside his door. As they seemed to have no means of 
discharging this, since, however there might bo a slight 
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vein of brass in their foreheads, thero was certainly neither 
silver nor gold in their pockets, the host came to the con- 
clusion that — as sometimes with man as with the elephant, 
the trunk may bo the most valuable part — ho must look 
to the goods of tlic company as an indemnification for 
their evil. At length Quick and his companions gave out, 
with much literary pomposity," The Tragedy of Macbeth, 
with all the Original Music," in hopes of inducing a live- 
lier attendance from the inhabitants of the place. How- 
ever, when the night arrived, but few people dropped into 
the room, and they were again disappointed. Still the 
play proceeded, and without interruption, till they came 
to the music of "We Fly by Night." No sooner did the 
words reach the ear of the perturbed landlord, who was 
sitting at the end of the room ruminating on what must 
be the end of the matter, than ho started up in surprise, 
listened an instant to the reiterated, " We Dy by Night, 
We Fly by Night" — then, catching the notes, responded 
to the same tune with a grim smile of satisfaction, "And 
I'll stop your trunks 1 I'll stop your trunks !" 

On calling in at one of the theatrical houses to make an 
inquiry, I accidentally encountered another old acquaint- 
ance, Mr. Kobert Bowles, Poor Bob was a most original 
and extraordinary eccentric. Twenty years had passed 
over since he and I had parted at Dublin, and Bob had 
somewhat declined into the vale of years, but still retained 
all the frolicsome and facetious character of his disposi- 
tion. It happened that I had just received an invitation 
from Cartwright (of the musical glasses) to dine with-him 
at Richmond, with a request that I would bring a friend 
with me, and, as among the company I knew that I should 
meet Mr. Monk Lewis, Kemble, Cherry, Harry Johnston, 
and some others who would be disposed to be convivial, 
[I conceived that my comic friend. Bob Bowles, would 
^rove an agreeable addition to their number. He w3£ m 
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igh apirita, and proved, m I had oxpoctcd, the 
sourco of rnnuitomi^nt for tb« evening. Among other of 
his rucolloctioDs bo related an affair in which I had been 

fiarticipator. On LiJi fimt vinit lo Plynioulh Dock (about 

'eo) h<! found a very dashing innkeeper there of tho 
of Itogvrs, whu, from being fond of theatricals him- 
wlf, induced tho actors to make bia bouse their rondei- 
voui. Frank Kogerv, as ho was familiarly called, though 
a bustling and conv«raahlc man, was cxtreuiuly weak and 
credulouB, too much so for bis own interest, considering 
tho buMine^ lu wbinb be was engaged. Having taken a 
great liking to Uowles's company during the season, Frank, 
on some occasion, promised him a supper, which promise, 
however, on some pretence or another, he had evaded ful- 
filling. Bowles, however, did not forget it, and when the 
comedy of the "Bold St.roko for a Wife" was about to 
be performed, during rehearsal ho took up a letter from 
the prompter's table which was iutcnded to be delivered 
to Obadluh Prim, and the chief contents of which ran 
thus: "Friend, there is a design formed to rob thy bonse 
and to cut thy throat this night," etc., etc. This let- 
ter Bob secreted, and then sent, dnly directed, to Frank 
igers. The latter, unfortunately among other yontliful 
neglects, had paid so little attention to what be called 

ipelling and scrawling," that, though capable of sng- 
geeting a bill with any innkeeper in the county, he was 
quite nnable to draw one out, and found it not very easy 
even to read handwriting. Bowles, therefore, who took 
oare to follow immediately after the delivery of this letter, 
found Rogers, as he bad expected, puzzling himself might- 
ily to decipher it, and at his request took it from him, 
and read it out with a distinct voice and a seemingly 
thunderstruck countenance. " Oh," exclaimed Rogers, 
"they are coming at last, are they? I've been threatened 
the rascals a long time. Friend Bowles, what would 
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you have me do in this Bttuation ? had I better get a guard 
from the garrison, or half a dozen constables to eit up and 
receive these ruffians ?" 

"Why," said Bowles, "in my opinion, either of theso 
plans would make the matter public, and then the thieves 
would perhaps defer their visit. What firearms have you 
in the house?" 

" Why, two fowling-pieces," replied Frank, " besides 
my duck-gun, which carries fifty buckshot; but then I 
could borrow a couple of guns from my neighbors without 
Buspicion," 

" Well, then," continued Bowles, " the best thing you 
can do, my dear Frank, will be to invite half a dozen 
friends to sit up with you on this occasion, and give the 
rogues a warm reception when they come." 

In this plan Rogers coinuideil heartily, and Bowles un- 
dertook to bring the friends, while Frank employed him- 
Belf in procuring arms and ammunition, and in preparing 
a good supper. Bowles thus found that he had carried 
his first point — a supper — but he had now a second in view 
— the hoax, which, of the two, was to him infinitely the 
more agreeable. Among the companions he procured for 
this purpose 1 was one, and we were all soon put up to 
his roguery, and resolved upon a piece of good acting 
throughout the evening. The supper Frank prepared for 
ns was excellent, and wine and punch were abundantly 
provided in order that our courage, by sufficient libations, 
should be exalted to its very highest pitch. Bowles, who 
had the loading of the guns, of courae omitted putting 
in the bullets, and each man being then provided with his 
piece, examined and placed it beside him with military 
precision. An hour or two passed over very pleasantly; 
but when twelve o'clock struck we agreed to remain silent, 
and only fill our glasses at a nod from the chairman. Ev- 
ery footstep that went by was now felt to bo a robbetf 
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mnk wonld utart up, cxolainuDg in a wliispcr: '* Stand 
i your guna, my boys ! Hero thoy cotno," Whereupon 
1 of lis would dcuc onr weapons, aud hold onrselvcs in 

idiuoHS, Itowlcft catching up tbo long duck-gan, ham- 
nring Uiu flint with liis knife, calling in supprcBscd tones 
hr tho powder-flask, till the noiso had gone by, wbcu wc 
' kll rcturucd Bof tly to our seats, and emptied our glasses in 
Bilcncc. Now it happened that on tbia evening a stranger, 
who, when he had arrived in Plymouth, had put np at 
Frank's hoiia^, having been out to pay a visit, had de- 
layed his ratiirn so long that ho did Dot get back before 
one in the raoriiing. On reaching the inn he knocked 
pretty loudly at the front door; but Hogers having sent 
all the servants to bed with strict injunctione not to stir 
until morning, tho summons, of course, met with no atten- 
tion. The noise, however, put us on our guard. At length, 
descrying through the crevices of the window a light in 
tho parlor in whieh wo were sitting, tho strangor came 
and thumped there as loudly aa ho had done before. In 
a moment we were all on our legs, with our guns levelled 
in the direction of the sound. 

"What do you want?" demanded the landlord, in the 
gruffest and most intimidating tone he could assume. 

" Want? why, to oome in, to be sure 1" replied the voice 
outside, 

"I dare say you do," said Frank; "but you'll get a brace 
of bullets througli your skull for your pains, and so I warn 
you." 

"A brace of bullets through my skull 1 and what foi 
was tho astonished rejoinder. 

"What fori what for?" repeated Rogers, losing all 
command of his temper, "why, you throat-cutting rascal, 
because you want to break in and plunder my house, cer- 

Itainly. Don't try to impose upon met I know all about 
I >n and your designs; and now — I warn you— here's my- 
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self and a dozen friends, armed with guns and blnndei-- 
busses, and if yon and your whole gang don't decamp 
immediately, d— n me (with great emphasis), but we will 
blow you all into atoms, and cut you into mincemeat." 

The stranger, though no doubt somewliat surprised, took 
the hint thus gently conveyed, and departed. 

In this manner we continued our foolery till daybreak, 
when Rogers announced to the family, in great triumph, 
that the liouso had been assaulted during the night by a 
gang of bold, bloodthirsty thieves, and that we had suc- 
cessfully repulsed them ! 

Bowles was a great romancer, but the most humorous 
in hia nonsense I ever listened to. When a young man 
he had accompanied old Fisher, the manager, out to St. 
Petersburg, with some other performers, to establish an 
English theatre there under the especial patronage of the 
Empress Catherine, and under the title of " Russian Recol- 
lections " often gave U3 some extraordinary anecdotes of 
his stay in that country. " In St. Petersburg," said he, 
" for the first lime in my life I rolled in riches. And how 
do you think that was? Why, on my benefit night I re- 
ceived a blanket full of roubles, which I ordered a couple 
of porters to carry home and lay on the floor, when I 
pulled ofE my coat and tumbled about in them until bed- 
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Speaking of the cold in Russia, he observed that it was 

intense that in crossing a field one day in the course of 

a walk, he espied several sheep frozen to deatfa, and one 

in paiticular sitting on its hams in the act of nibbling 

something from a bush. "This sheep I accidentally struck 

ith my stick, and it flew to pieces like a glass bottle !" 

He then gave ns a. long description of Russian ships, 

tinting out several niceties of art in their build, but seri- 

affirming in conclusion that they were constructed 

rely with one single tool. Cartwright thereupon, in.- 
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«b»t tlint tool migbt be. Bowles replied that it 

tort of batchcU "Ah, then," said Cartnright, vitli 

lamortd nbakc of tlio head, " they will never build 

another ship. Bob." "Why not?" inquired Bowles, "Be- 

cautw you have brought away the haldiet wilU yoa !" 

Meeting one day a Mr. Williams, of Philadelphia, whom 
I bad known there ax a gentleman of great talent and re- 
spectability, I found bo was now in partnership in London 
with hilt brother. He told me also that be had a schooner 
ju»t ready to leavu port, iu wliicb be meant to embark for 
Ameriea in pursnit of a vessel belonging to the firm, which 
batl been run away wilh by the captain and crew, and as 
lie should carry ont no freight be offered to transport to 
Boston all the company anil the luggage I was returning 
with free of all expense. Unluckily for me my previoaa 
arrangement at Bristol prceluded mo from availing my- 
self of this generous offer. 

I have little more to say of the reminder of my Blay 
in Kngland. I made no further engagements except one 
with Mr. llatton, of the Haymarket, whom I saw perform 
a character in the farce of " The Finger-Post," in a broad 
style of low comedy, much to my satisfaction. As be was 
not able to accompany me, he agreed to follow ine to Boa- 
ton at the termination of his present engagement, and he 
proved to be an extraordinary personage. I now de- 
spatched Mrit. Stanley and Cipriani, Messrs. Caulfield, Yi- 
ning, and Vigers to Bristol, took leave of all my friends 
(save one), and, having shaken their Lands, prevailed on 
this one — the fair Miss Wright — to bestow hers upon 
me, at St. James's Church, for I had soon discovered her 
fitness to bo something more than a governess to my 
children. Until that morning she had never seen me by 
daylight, since, having no longer the advantage of youth 
in my endeavors to render myself agreeable, I had never 
paid my visits to her until after dark and in evening dress. 
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Asj however, exposure to sunlight wrought no change in 
her seiit'tments, I thus securuJ. a good mother for my Utile 
family, and for myself an amiable and beloved companion 
for the rest of my days. 

Finding everything ready for our departure on arriving 
at Bristol, we embarked immediately and set forth on ono 
of the longest and most diaagi'eeablo voyages I ever expe- 
rienced. When about fifty miles at sea we were boarded 
and inspected by a French frigate, but as we were sailing 
in an American bottom, and as, too, by a lucky chance, 
the commanding officer, having resided the winter before 
at Boston, recognized with great friendliness "/e com&- 
dien" we were suffered to pass on unmolested. The rest 
of the voyage was but a disagreeable monotony of bad 
weather. Owing to contrary winds we ran about fifteen 
hundred miles farther about tho ocean than wo intended, 
and it was not until after a fifty days' voyage, when both 
ourselves and our provisions wei-e pretty well exhausted, 
diat, on the 25th of September, 1806, we at last reached 
pe harbor of Boston. 
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On our arrival in Boston I found a rcKidence in Pleaa- 
Uit Street (a strange misnomer, for it was one of llie dull- 
•at I ever inbabited), collected my family about me, and 
B thus once more "settled" in the States. The Ihea- 
B had been opened about a fortnight when we arrived, 
fxpectation ran so high with respect to the reinforcc- 
rnents I was bringing that very little had been done. I 
congratulated myself afterwards that it was not disap- 
pointed. Mrs. Stanley* (otherwise the Honorable Mrs. 
Twisleton) made ber debUt in Elvira to the Rolla of Mr. 

* Aj tbe Honorable Urs. Twisleton, Mrs. Stihley was, for a number oE 
j'GBTS, well knoirn, in aiistocratic circli^a in England, 0.3 an amateur actress. 
She appeared on tlie regular Btage, in Boston, Pliiladelpliia, acd New York, 
as Mra. Stanluj. Her auccesa in America was never very great, although 
ahe was beautiful in person and clinrmiug in monimr. She mar be con- 
sidered tliG mother of the large family of prafeasional beautica who. 
I become profesaional nolrcagcs. She died earl/ iu tliis century. 
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Caulfield. To tliia singulaHy accomplisbpS and ill-fated 
autress it is but meet that I ebould devote a few words as 
to one who, iu her time, excited so much both of pleasure 
and of regret in the minda of others. Of her merits only, 
Lowever, ehall I speak here — of her fate hereafter. 

In the course of my professional career it was my chance 
to see three elegant actresses, Mrs. Abingdon, Miss Farren, 
and Mrs. Stanley. The first showed most the tone of 
high life in her acting, but I have been told by those well 
competent to jadge that this was chiefly due to its case, 
dash, and animation. The second was perhaps the mora 
fascinating, her chief charm being an easy simplicity, 
combined with a bewitching playfulness; but the third 
was more intuitively elegant than either. She had not 
the vU comica of Mrs. Abingdon, nor the fascination of 
Miss Farren, but then she bad the manners — of Mrs. Stan- 
ley. In one respect, indeed, she fell far short of her rivals, 
for her voice bad not the flexibility or music of either; 
bnt in another point again she surpassed them — yes, even 
eui-passed Miss Farren! — in her person. I know not that 
her features were as regular as that lady's, but their ex- 
pression was much more beautiful; and if a form, rather 
exceeding the medium height, hut moulded in the most 
symmetrical proportions and perfect in every respect most 
insisted upon by the anatomical connoisseitr — if this, I say, 
could merit to be called loveliness, then might Mrs. Stan- 
ley claim the term. 

Any similarity which might be traced in Mrs. Abingdon 
and Miss Farren when performing the same chamctors 
was owing rather to constitution than to cultivation, nat- 
ure having cast them both in nearly the same mould, 
though art had wrought great differences; but l)etween 
Mrs. Abingdon and Mrs. Stanley there were few if any 
■i«triking points of resemblance. The first was the more - 
^^Uatural, for she faithfully depicted life as it was, while 
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tlio ollior had tbo exquisite fault of attempting to show 
what it ought to bo. Her clirf-irintvre was tho Widow 
lU-lmour; her rival'B, Lady Betty Modiali; but a more op- 
posite contrast cannot bo sclcctod than tho characters of 
I^y Townlpy and Lady Grace, with which, if my reader 
will identify Mm. Abingdon and Mn. Stanley, he will per- 
I ceivc at onco the dilTerenoe of tlieir Btyles and tho beau- 
I Wful illuatration which Cibbcr intended of fashionable and 
refined life. Both actresBOS enjoyed intercoarso with the 
higher orders of society in England, but Mrs. Stanley waa 
the only one of her profesBion that waa over admitted to 
Uio I'ump Kooma at Balh, a distinction which many of 
the sisterhood envied and sought after, but none other at- 
tained. 

Caul6cid" was very well received in America. He was 
by no means an original actor, since he plagiariEod from 
Kemble and others in tho same manner th.at Harwood did 
from John Bannister; but as in each instance thifl waa 
Tcry cleverly done, and as the Americans had not had the 
pleasure of seeing either of tbo originals, they considered 
both actors to be not only very good, but very genuine. 
As regards little Vining, the singer, he quite answered my 
expectations. 

As soon aa I became comfortably settled in my new 
residence I had visits and invitations from all quarters. 
To a friendly summons from General Hum phreys — ono of 
the most sincere and valuable friends T Had meC with in 
the States — I attended the first. This gentleman, in addi- 
tion to his military and diplomatic abilities, had also dis- 
tinguished himself in the region of poetry and the drama. 
His poems are well known, but I have omitted to mention 
that on my proceeding to England I toflkwith me a com- 

Mr. CAOi.nsu) vai nu actor of general mililj, good in everything, but 
"■olliing greaL He appeared at the Park Theatre, New York, during 
tsuo of 1SI3-14, and died in Cinciimati in the followmg veitr. 
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^edy of hia writinga for the peruaat of a London manager, 
whicli, but tor a trivial localism in the plot, hatl eufficiont 
merit to have been brouglit before the public. Many 
years previously he had produced a clever tragedy en- 
titled " The Widowof Malabar." At his table I met wilh 
Hevcral agrecablcpeople, an3'a''good deal of original anec- 
dote circulated. 

The genera! {wbo was an ardent lover of theatricals and 
in the habit of dropping in to an entertainment wherever 
he met with one) gave us an amusing account of an ex- 
hibition at which he had been present, many years before, 
in the interior of Virginia. 

One day, seeing a play-bill pasted up on a post in some 
village, announcing Ibat the tragedy of " Romeo and Ju- 
liet" would bo performed in the evening, at the Tavern 
Assembly Rooms, interspersed with a variety of music and 
dancing, the whole to conclude with "the oclebratcd song 
o£ 'Yankee Doodle,'" he could not resist the opportunity 
of attending and becoming acquainted with the state of 
theatricals in the back countries. The price of admission 
was very low, but when he entered he found only about 
twenty people assembled, sitting on chairs and benches 
before the dirty green rag which bung across the room 
at the other end to conceal tho dramatio paraphernalia. 
The band consisted of a man with a drum and a little boy 
with a" wry-necked iife," who prefaced the entertainment 
by playing a not very melodious tune. The tragedy then 
commenced. As tbo curtain drew up, discovering, for 
scenery, a very mean chamber, Romeo came forward alone, 
and began repeating what from its length and character 
was evidently two or three dozen speeches compounded 
into one, pretending during the recital to address himself 
in turn to the different personages who onght to have 
been with him on the stage. This rather original idea 
proved not a very satisfactory one to the aa3.\cu'i(;,TOii.^''. 
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length fiiitling this to be iho eaae, he yctj abruptly broke 
iff Ilia speech and broke into a bonipipc, to which the fife 
ct u)> an (lar - pivrcing iu.>conipnnimi.'Ut. After getting 
linmolf liitu a tburuugh penipiratlon with tliia exercise, lie 
hufiled off, witb about as tittltt elegance as it could be 
luppi^Ned that a I£t>i»e» could display. 

Juliet now made her appearance at the opposite ude, 
snd went through u scene tolua in exaelly similar etyle 
:to that of her lover. The audience were thus, at length, 
nade fully awaro of the singular faut that Romeo and Ju- 
fiel were not only the principal actors in this tragedy, but 
the jirescnt oceasitm were tlie only ones. Juliet's con- 
Versationa with invisible companions being, however, also 
loo mysteriouB and imaginative for the epcetators, in ad- 
dition to being slightly prolix, they manifested fresh signs 
of impatience. The lady was equal to the occasion, tor, 
taking the hint at onuc, and ipiitling blank verse for 
rhyme, she soared into a song, which, though very gen- 
teel, wan, for the greater relief after ]>revions t«diousnes8, 
executed with such rapidity that the drum and Gfe (ras- 
cally attendants on such sweet sounds) followed after at 
some distance with what should have been the accompani- 
ments, thumping and squeakiug witb all their might ia 
vain attenipts to overtake the fair singer. On reaching 
the end of her own part of this performance sbo made her 
exit, like the swan, iu the midst of melody, leaving the 
farmers an interval in which they might "calculate" the 
degree of merit she bad displayed. Thus concluded the 
first act. In the second the interest might fairly be said 
to double, seeing that the two performers came on the 
stage together instead of singly, Romeo leading Juliet for- 
ward as though to bear witness of the truth of the story 
which he then pithily epitomized for the enlightenment 
if the audience, telling bow they two had fallen in love 
'itb each other, and so into trouble also, and how that 



^H RETBOSPECnONS OF AMERICA. 

tfiey were very unfortunate, and had, tlicreforo, made u^" 
their minds that as they couldn't live with each other 
they ivere resolved to die with each other. This appeal 
to the sympathies and eensibilitica of the audience was 
not in vain, for eyes began to bo nibbed and nosoB blown 
to some pnrpose. Theu, at length, monologue hoeamc dia- 
logue, and Bpeeeh rose into action at the parting of the 
lovers previous to their commission of the dreadful act of 
self-destruction, which, being found to be affecting in the 
extreme, was protracted for about half an hour, while they 
bltibbered together like hungry children crying for bread 
and butter, and uttered with every variety of pathetic 
cmphasia a long catalogue of ohs! ahs! and alascst duly 
chorused by the pitying spectators. 

The " last scene of all " that came to close " ibis strange, 
eventful history," was a truly horrifying one, for when 
the curtain drew up it discovered the unhappy lovers ly- 
ing dead on the stage locked in each other's arms. Now, 
it being believed that the performers enacting Romeo and 
Juliet were fiwio fide man and wife, what would have 
seemed to them otherwise the indelicacy of sucb an ex- 
hibition did not shock the worthy rustics, but this only 
left them the more freely and fully under the influence 
of its intense lachrymoscness. The drum and fife, too, 
were all the while exciting and keeping up the dismalness 
of the scene by playing throughout some dead march or 
shrieking dirge, shrill enough to have buried a wind with, 
and which quite answered the desired end. 

The audience were suffei'cd to gaze on this spectacle — 
or rather upon this pair of spectacles — for a period of 
about ten minutes, when the curtain closed down upon 
the unfortunate bodies, in tho imaginations of most pres- 
ent cutting them off henceforth from the world as com- 
pletely as though it had been a coffin lid. Some in the 
room, however, either less deeply affected or imbued with. 
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trocr r^iiirita — rough-ooated patriots witU sound cores, nlio 
felt tbat let who will din the country surviTca — b^g&n to 
kick on tlid floor and irall loudly in a fit of cDthasiasm for 
tlio national song «'ith which it had been announced tbe 
whole was to terminate. Obedient to their summons Ro- 
meo forlliwilh ran forward and bowed, to the great sar- 
priso and soverv diKappointmeiit of the damsels, at least, 
who bail given him credit for being realty dead, but 
whose smiling appearance gave proof tlint his ten min- 
ntos' nap on the floor bod rather tendt^d to the iavigora- 
tion of hifl faculties than their dis«o]ution. The band 
Ktriking itp briskly with the tune, he began his ditty, sang 
twenty verses ihrougli without stopping (repeating every 
aeoonil verse again), then drawing bia breath went on for 
another fifteen, but with rather less spirit; baited again 
to lake in a fresh almospheric nupply, then, but with diffi- 
culty, added another ten, making in all forty-five. Here 
he appeared perfectly exhausted, in memory as well as 
windpipe, and it wa^ only after making two or three pan- 
tomimical gesticulations thai he found sufGcient air in his 
bellows (as Voltaire vulgarly calls it) and sufficient words 
in his cranium to acquaint the audience that that was alt 
he knew of ihe song, but that if they would like to bave 
any more, hh wife (the dead Juliet behind the scenes) 
would como on with pleasure and favor them with seven- 
ty-three verses more. 

This information had an electrical effect upon the whole 
body spectatorial. Love of country and love of song 
alike fled before it. If a dead lover could gel through 
forty-five verses with so much spirit, thought they, a re- 
suscitated woman with Beventy-tliree more was beyond 
what mortal patience could endure. Romeo could not 
have given them a better bint to " avaunt," for, hardly 
staying to say, ''No, ihank you," they clapped their bats 
their heads and tbcir damsels under their arms, and 
departed from the room '«\\.\v tVc u^-miMi. ci^^ftiv^win. , 
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It was with gieat expectations that I Lad emharkod 
capita] in the Boston Theatre,* for Powell hiiil cleared 
during the preceding season upward of ten thousand dol- 
lars, and I bad most potential friends in the city to sup- 
port me both as an actor and a manager. The season 
began prosperously enoagh, holding out great prospects 
of success before its close; but ere three months had 
rolled over our heads it seemed as though misfortune, 
owing me a grudge perhaps for my previous ten years' 
successes, had determined to overtake me. The Embargo 
and Non-importation acts coming into force, Boston, as a 
great commercial seaport, was at otico vitally affected. 
Trade was checked, the amount of money in circulation 
diminislied, bankruptcies became general, living grew dear, 
and families of all ranks were obliged to retrench. That 
superabundance of cash which, when it was plenti- 
ful, had been devoted to amusement, forming now but 
part of a mere sufficiency to pay necessary expenses, was, 
as it were, drawn out of our treasury. The theatre, de- 
pendent as it was upon a state of circumstances similar to 
those of preceding years, was, of course, importantly af- 
fected by the change. For that winter our prospects 
■were entirely ruined; nor was the shock recovered from 
to any beneficial extent for the four succeeding ones dur- 
ing which I was connected with this theatre. 

Since, from the above causes, the public were less ready 
to support us than they had heretofore been, we were 
obliged to put forth as much novelty as possible in our 
performances. "Cinderella" — the scenery and machin- 
ery for which, as 1 have mentioned, I had brought with 
me at a great expense from London — was a sure card for 

•The Boalon Theatre, on Fedeml Street, was built in 1794. It was de- 
alrojed bj fire, and, being rebuilt in IT98, remniued the most important 
iLeatrc iu Boston nntii the ojicning of (hi: Ti't-tiiunl Tlie^Ui'e in ^S2^ tl 
USE) Guiiilt 
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^B tltc clos« or tbo senmi). In nddition wo bad eome i 
^B du-* Timt farcoH in rcbearnil, which, from the BtrengtJt of 
^Honr corp*, nc iviuM ctwt vi-ry effectively, eapeoially K 
^H'Wo n-cvivcil two or throe scccbsiodh to our company. 
^^^Atnong those I muiit mcnlitm Mr. ami Mrs. ITBbcr, both 
^H clover peo|ile, though little known. Tho theatre, loo, at 
^Bihia tiniD liod an cxcvllont friend in It. T, Paine, Ecq., 
^M vhodo dramatic critiques were looked "upSlT'lUi l!iB maclcs 
^r of the day, amTwfio lent his aid very efficiently in direct- 
ing public attention to the well-founded crlnims wo pat 
forth for support. We were aoeustonied to say that 
" wh<*»cvcr one of our stage pieces went off, the audience 
I felt the flash, and I'aine made the report, 

I hoard at thio time of thu •leatti) at New York, of that 

■ver actress, Mrs. Jones, whom 1 had engaged to Mr. 

[ Harris at a salary of £10 a week and upward for three 

} years. She was a better comedian of the style of Mrs, 

I Jordan than any I had seen in London. A letter waa 

I forwai"dod to mo which she had written to me when ahe 

I found th.U her illness was assuming a fatal aspect, tender- 

me her thanks for my interference in her behalf, tow 

t frustrated by her untimely decease, and begging me not 

J to forget her children, her husband having died a month 

or two previous in that theatrical burial-place, Charleston. 

In conjunction with my partners I accordingly gave the " 

' little orphans a benefit, the receipts from which yielded 

' $760; and, as a proof of the great estimatioD in which 

i fascinating actress was held throughout the States, 

[ benefits were also accorded to her children at New York, 

I Charleston, and Philadelphia, 

Fcnnell now arrived in Boston on a visit, avowedly to 

iee some saU-works near Portsmouth, but ho hinted to 

! several friends a wish to perform. What a whirligig, 

Lweatbercock fellow was that Fennell 1 I told him that it 

I was lucky for him he had such a spouse as the profes^on 
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^lo (urDish bini with funds, irbcn be had so ran.ny mistress- 
es in his speculative fancies to squander tbcm away upon, 
I met bim at a party at the house of my friend and medi- 
cal attendant, Dr. Jeffries, tbo gentleman who years be- 
fore had crossed from Dover to Calais in a balloon, in 
company ■with a French Gmigraot. Whenever this cir- 
cumstance was recalled, the doctor used to shake bis head 
good-Lumoredly, and reply: "Ab, of all my youthful 
flightincsscB, that is the only Sight of which I am ashamed 
> be reminded." 

L About Cbristma.1, when the theatres in the States, even 
Earing prosperous seasons, do little more than pay their 
expenses. Cooper arrived in town from New York, where 
he was now manager, on purpose to engage Mrs. Stanley. 
He proposed playing sis uigbts at Boston for a benefit, ' 
and my proceeding to New York to do the like, to which 
I agreed, and accordingly he opened in Uamlet at my 
house the same night that I did in Lord Ogleby at his 
theatre. The exchange, I think, answered the expecta- 
tions of both parties. On my return to Boston I found 
that Caulfield had not played during Cooper's nights, and 
on inquiry learned that tbia was duo to two causes — his 
love of his profession, which would not suffer bim to ac- 
knowledge the dramatic superiority of another, and bis 
love of company, which was beginning to render him re- 
gardless of anything else, even of this very profession. 
This was very injurious both to himself and hia manager, 
but it was hardly Enrprising, for Caulficid was specially 
qualified to render himself agreeable at table. He was a 
good mimic and a humorist; bis memory abounded with 
facetious anecdotes both of the stage and of private life, 
and he bad a pleasant, mellow-toned voice that was heard 
to great advantage in a chamber. There was, indeed, a 
Bgiirit and an espression in bis singing rarely to be met 
^Hith, and which rendered his Anacreontic «ii\^'i,\i\\wt- 




K 



194 RETBOSTBCnoXS Of AUERICA, 

ticolar, \tTf i-liarminf;. On onv occ&aioa I rcmemlMi^l 
••pootnllf KiirpriMiil niul doligbtol tnc during onr voyage, 
we were driven by atlvcnw winds into the Bay of 
Biscay and tbvrti bcrulrnL*<1 fitr several days. One boauti- 
fn], Mill, moonlifflit eveninf^, wlien we were all od dock 
•"joying the Ecvnc, watching the shorea of France in the 
■BiMadcc and tho white uila hero and there dancing in tho 
noonbenma, Caulfield flixlilcnly sprang forward and be- 
gan that favorite sea-song whicb took its title from the 
|ilao« where wq lay — " Tho Itay of Biscay." I had heard 
Inclcdon and Rcvcral other celebrities sing it before, but 
vliotlier it was from tho circumstance of tho locality and 
tile train of foelinga aroused by the scene, or, as I am in- 
clined to beliave, far more from the oiquisitc expression 
CanlGold throw into the song, I was never before so af- 
fected by a piece of music. When ho had finished, Mrs. 
Stanley turned to me with a smllo and observed ; " If Mr. 
Canlfii'ld can speak on the stage as well as he sings here, 
you have indeed a valuable acquisition," 

AVhen wo l.'indcd in Boston I was induced, for tho above 
reasons, to tnko Oaullield with me on tho first club night, 
to the "St. Cecilia," a musical society which I had been 
iostmmcntal in founding, and where he became a great 
favorite with all the members. Unhappily, however, what 
was intended for his benefit had an injurious effect. In- 
troduced into better society than ho had ever been accus- 
tomed to in his own country; finding money, wine, and 
amusement abundant, his head grew giddy with pleasure 
and success; and wanting judgment to impose restraint 
upon indulgence, he, by degrees, grow indifferent to his 
professional duties and forgetful of the respect he owed 
both to the public and to himself. I have mentioned this 
particularly in order that I may remark, from my own 
^experience in America, that the fate of Canlfield is but 
instance of that of half the ^tofesaton besides, who 



^ftave co'me over and died in tbe very prime and vigor of 
^■beir lives, owing to having given way to pernicious liab- 
le. It is wholly unknown and unimagined in England 
tow vast a nnmber of meritorious actors have, withiu thia 
last twenty years, mingled tbeir dust witb tho soil of the 
American States. I do not speak of performers wbo have 
appeared in tbe metropoliB and lima become partially 
known to tbe Briliab public in general; but I allude sole- 
ly to those wbo have poured over from Bristol, Liverpool, 
and Ireland, young and unknown in the profession, and 
■who, after careering for a limited hour indeed of suocese, 
have been gathered untimely into "tbe tomb of all the 
Capulets." 

Bnt to return to Caulfield. As Mrs. Stanley wished to 
perform Jane Shore as one of her tragic characters at 
Boston, I had given liim tlie part of Lord Hastings to 
study during our passage. Supposing, therefore, that at 
this late day he must be quite prepared, we, without hesi- 
tation, announced that tragedy as soon as I returned from 
New York. Much to our surprise we found that he knew 
little or nothing of tbe character, and came to a distress- 
ing standstill in several passages. When left to his solil- 
oquy at Gloster's exit, be remembered but a line here and 
there of that admirable climax, and began with a deal of 
Bolenmj slow pomposity, in order most likely to give bira- 
self time to recollect. The scene went on something as 
_ follows : 

Cauxpield. — " I — know — the— --OtM-f — is {to the prompt- 
fcr)— what?" 
Pbompteb. — \vihispering\'. "Noble." 
Caulfield. — "Nbbk? — noble {(o the prompter); well?" 
Peomfter, — "But be touched me — " 
CAtriFiKLD. — "But be touched me (to the jJromjrfflrt,; 
Where?" 

Fkompter. — " On the tendercst ipoint,— 
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^H C'itri.ytKM). — "On thu toiidei'(;st part — no I point." 

^K PitoMPTKB. — "Tlie master string— 

^^ Caclfikld. — "The master'a string — the string — t) 
master — that makca musio — musio — master—" 

Here the prompter grew bewildered, aod Canlfi^ 
a fit of inspiratioD continuetl: 

"MuMc — music has charms to soothe — the Duko— • 
d — n him ! — here ho comes again." [^Eieil in a hurry. 

ChaHes Powell, my old Taunton acquaintance, and the 
original Boston manager, came to me on a visit from Hali- 
fax, where be had establislicd a theatre under the patron- 
ago of IL R. ir. the Duke of Kent, and played a few 
parts, in which he was well received. When he dined 
with me wo had a pleasant conversation upon past times 
when wo had spouted and strolled together in the reckless 
but ambitious days of boyhood, Aa lie was dwelling on 
his present matrimonial felicity I asked him if he remem- 
bered the first "bone of bis hone" whom he had taken 
unto himself about thirty years previously, and whoso 
former name had been Mrs. Skin. "Flesh and blood, 
Jack " (his favorite oath), " to be sure I do," was bis »p- 

Kropriate reply. 
For a month after Christmas a great deal of domestic 
musemeut was going forward in Boston — parties, balls, 
and concerts — and the theatre euSered in consequence; 
but this was iuovitable. I, too, iiad a variety of invita- 
tions; among others one to the British consul's, Mr. A, 
Allen, where I was introduced to General Sheaf (who 
afterwards rendered mo many attentions in Canada) and 
shook hands with Mrs. Morton, the poetess. When the 
conversation turned on professional topica Fennel! was 
spoken of, and in a strain which informed me that be was 
in request, though I knew at the same time that the pub- 
lic were less desirous of snpporting him than formerly. 
A few days after, on receiving a letter from him propos- 
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ing an engagement, we concluded one with him on safe 
terms for a limited number of nights. His present appii- 
cation was caused hy hia complete embarrassment at ^ew 
London, where his salt works had again failed iit toto. 
This was the fourth of hia salt speculations that had fallen 
to the ground, yet he seemed to deny by his conduct the 
truth of the old saying that "experience teaches." There 
was, I thought, a species of lunacy in this, for the folly of 
undertaking such schemes did not appear more obvious 
than the madness of continuing thora; and tlic ingenious 
scheme he devised to escape from the difficulties in which 
they had involved him would hardly perhaps be accepted 
as a proof of perfect sanity. When I asked him how he 
Lad contrived to pacify his creditors at New London, he 
related to me that on the Sabbath before he. quitted the 
salt works — as they were getting clamorous for their 
money— he invited them all to assemble there to hear 
him deliver a discourse, promising that the doctrine there- 
in set forth would bo very much to their satisfaction as 
well as bis own. The congi'egation, though conaiating 
merely of his creditors, proved to bo a vei'y large one. 
He met them at the appointed lime, and taking up his 
station at a point where he was conspicuous to ail, he 
gave forth the test which ho was about to expound : 
"Ilave patience and I will pay you all." This he divided 
into two heads — first, and most importantly — the virtue 
of patience ; lastly and referentially — the act of paying. 
On this no donbt his auditors formed two conclusions: 
first, that to display the virtue of patieuco might be the 
best religion, but, secondly, that the act of paying was 
the most applicable to trade; and considering themselves 
primarily men of business thoy would regard the latter 
point (with all duo deference to Fennell's opinion) as 
^^ferect instead of referential, and by far the more impor- 
^^Kit of the two. However, be proceeded \cit,b \vU (^-v^^^hl- 
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tlon, placing ]>ati<nico at tlio tirail of tlio cardinnl Ti^ 
tUM, ami giving i( the i>ro-eminenco over every ^in&litj 
which can adorn n man"* chnraclcr, ci cry feeling which 
Mti nnimatu his tKMtom; aft^r ealogizing and apo«trophix- 
faig, commending anil rocommcnding it with all the glow- 
log wunla anil moat beautiful images his floriil fancy and 
tcarn^ brain couM suggest (though from the nneasy man- 
ner in which his auditors all liHtuiidl the doctrine was evi- 
dently doing very littlo for their conversion), he at length 
C&mn to tho Hccoiid and far more attractive division of the 
text, " I will pay you all" Pronouncing these words with 
ttiach rinphasis, he looked them all in the face for a few 
momenta in silence, then ddliberatuly added, "but not 
1)Ging prepared to treat upon this point at present, I mast 
defer the opportunity until it shall please Providence and 
the IJostoD managers to afford mo another — " saying which 
bo turned upon his heol and hurried from the epot. 

As I expected, liis coming to the theatre was of no ma- 
terial benefit either to himself or the management. 

During the season wo were joined by MisB Arnold,* a 
clever littlo actress and singer who had lately married a 
Mr. Poe, whom we also cngagf?d. There were a Mr. and 
Mrs, Siiaw in the company at the time, and it was a stand- 

■ ing jest for those two couples to retort on each other by 

^B the use of their respective names — "Poh-Poh 1" "Pshaw- 

^B'Pehaw !" 

^f "Bachelors' Uall," the residence of some spirited, so- 
ciable young men of that day, in Boston, became this win- 
ter the scene of much mirth and conviviality. I attended 
two or three of their meetings in celebration of the pleas- 
re. I'oR vtaa a. bcautirul English nctress, ivlio, as Elizatwlh Arnold, 
ited Dnvid Foe, Jr., a law etuileut in BaHimorc. Iler huBbud 
abandoned hia profesaion Cor hoi's. Mr. and Mrs. Poe acted together for 
Bcraral jeare. Tliojdied joungand in povertjut Richmond, Iraviiig Ihrec 
thVdrcn, the ncoond of nhom wna EdgaT Allan Foe. 
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ores of celibacy, and to make mevry over llie miseries of 
matrimony, whereupon some of my worthy friends used 
to remarlc that I (being a married man, and so happy a 
one) came there for my bane and went homo for my autt- 
dote. 

I really think, however, that the greatest amusement I 
had in Boston waa derived fiom the colored people, as 
they call the free blacks, who mostly keep shops, or are 
waiters in gentlemen's bouses. What particularly distin- 
guishes them is their ridiculous contempt for those of their 
own color who happen to be slaves, and their continual 
imitatiou in manners and sayings of the white peoplu, with 
whom they affect to be upon an equality. Delayed in tho 
street one day by some stoppage, I perceived, on turning 
round, a couple of colored people at my elbow. The ele- 
gant pomposity and affectation of breeding which they 
assumed towards each other pleasantly contrasted with 
their version of the English language. " Ah, Massa Fred- 

ick," said the first speaker, " bow a your honor do a-day?" 
'Sfosh obliged, Sharley, berry well," was the reply, "got 
oalch-cold, dat's all." "How you lady, Masaa Fred- 
erick ?" " Missee Frederick ? oh, she'm beautiful, so mosh 
you never can tint — she berry mosh so." " And how you 
Jittle sbild, Massa Frederick ?" " Ob, she charming; I tank 

lU one thousand time — sAe'w chad!" 

On another occasion two ladies of this race met under 

ly window and began their usual bombastic greetings 
with — "Miss Marie Caroliue Henrietta, how your honor 
do dis day?" "I was, tank you. Miss Charlotte Teresa," 
replied her friend, "I was among do middlin'." "Yes," 
rejoined the other, " so Long Peter aay, you very middlin' 
indeed." The emphasij with which this was pronounced 
Taised the ire of the dark beauty, who forthwith declared. 

Long Peter betta pay him debt afore um 'buse a lady 

'hat have been so good to him as mo have 1" " You good 
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^Hko my Peter" exclaitnol bt-r rival in cqnni wrath — "i 

^Bhisy dwil take un boto I" Uy tliU lime a mob bad drawt 

^f legelbor to bear this s«il ding-match bctwocn the tender 

bUck vlrgiflM, wliieh tuion row to & pitch no laRgnagebnt 

their own could desuribe. After tlie duel bod continned 

for some time, Mims Teresa gnvc a decisive blow by ntter- 

I lag a phi]i]i[iio of at Waat a minute's length, with such 

I Mverity and bo rapidly tbnt it fairly took^way the breath 

I of Miss Miirie and Ktruck her nearly B)ieechlc8g. At length, 

I recuvoring a little, she seemed to put away her anger in a 

\ noment, and Uiuklng her adversary full in the face, made 

r a very low courtesy, said quite quietly, "I dank you, 

■<^adam, I owes you won," and walked slowly away. 

Aa the spring advanoed I tbouglit that a eummcr rea- 
'dcncc a few miles out of lioston would provo agreeable, 
> drove my wife out to look at a little seat near Dor- 
■liebc&tcr, which was for sale, and which we so highly ap- 
rproved of that I at once arranged for its purchase. 

The management at this time consented to give a night 
to the proprietors for the purpose of oommenciiig a fund 
for lunatics. A good deal of pleasantry was excited on 
I tbis occasion. Fenncll, the greatest madman of whom I 
I bad any knowledge, spoke an ode to madness in very fine 
P'lityie, which some attributed to sympathy; but Caulfield 
^Vos absent, on which Treat Paine* remarked that "be 



* ItoillBT Treat Paike, Jr., bora in Taunton, Masaaclmsetts, in 1113, 
Ttns tlio flecond bob snil nnmesuke of the fiigticr of the Declnration of In- 
I dependence. AIl«r Borae experiences aa a merchaiil, nnd Inter ax a lawyer, 
I)C became infaliuled witL tbe tbcatrc, and determined to dcTote hioiself 
entirelr Ui tlie dramn and to dnttnatio literature, tie vns agipoinled 
"Uflater of Ceremonies" to Ilie Boston Theatre, tlien a Balaried poshjoD, 
KDd in 1T95 mnrricd a Wiss Boker, na Engiiah actress, and a menibGr of 
a Tlicttlre Coinpanj. Bj tliis step he lost hia social poaition, 
pilch bad been a higb one, anil become estranged from his fatuilj'. Be 
«3 lalterif a reckless life, and died in lSll,a eomparativelf yoang man. 
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3 deranged iiideed, for this negligence migbt cxclade 

a from the benefit of the inatitution." 
I To my musical friends and the members of the St. Ce- 
'filia I gave my concert at tbo cooelusion of the season, 
■rhicb was numerously attended. General Sheaf even 
^norcd us by taking up the tiutG and performing sevenil 
ieces with great taste and execution. A Mr. Von Uagen, 
ji German of no small musical talent, presided at the piano, 

e was at this time organist at the Episcopal Church, and 
lield in general estimation; though, soon afterwards fall- 
ing into irregular habits, ho lust both his friends and his 
situation. Our leader ill tho orchestra was a Monsieur 
Mallet, an arliate, as he called himself, of not very striking 
ability, although, as in most such casea, inclined to think 
the contrary himself. Von Ilagen, meeting him one day 
a the street, held out his hand to him, and obGcrvid, with 
i good-humored smile: 

"I vaa go to tho theatre lasht night, Mcister Mallet, to 
r your new muzeek." 

"£Jh Men" said the Frenchman, "and how vaa you 
Ueaaed, sarc ?" 

"Tou was one great composer," continued Von Ilagen. 
rToii Ket all tho beoples ashleep! aha!" 

Mr. Mallet, starting from him with some indignation at 
BHch a witticism, retorted, aa he thought, with this unin- 
tentional compliment: 

" You vas much vorae, Slonsieur Von Hagen, aha 1 much 
I was go to ze fihiirah ze oder day to hear you play 

a voluntary, and ven I vanted to go to sleep, aha ! — ^by 

ir — you — voiild not let me !" 

a, brillinnt writer, and published most of \m belt work under his 

B name, Tliomas Paine. But in 1801, to a»old being coufoimiied with, 

d by, tho dtitlior of tho "Age ot Reason," he petitioned the Legislature 

iC UasntcbusQtts to be allowed to call himself Robert Treat Pniiie, Jr., on 

W ground thut " Tom Puine was not a Ckri^ian name." 
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Tbe bpnefil* now comroeneeil, and vvai off wiUi' 
^ral sarccss, Mn. Stanley, by ajiivement, bad two, to* 
lltoniinal and another in tlie regular conrso. CaulGeM.nol- 
IwitlMtntiilin}: liiK iniantiHm, had a very fair onu; aa did 
(Fox and Dickenson; Mrs. I'owell onco more drew a bill 
D ihe piiblie wbicli tbry never failed to honor; and I my- 
1 self nettled tlOOO, aomo conipenaation as an actor for the 
I louea wbicb I bail HUKtained throughont tbe eeasonasa 
] manager. In deHjiile of tbe varioas noTclties wo bad 
[ lirouf^ht forward and tbo very effective condition of tlie 
[ eompany, " CindenOla" waa tbe only piece wbicb repaid 
the expenBo of its production, tbo public, for reasons al- 
ready mentioned, finding tbenittulveB unnbic, rather than 
unwilling, to yield us the support wo merited. 

As I knew circunisiances would not permit me to pass 
the whole of the summer at " The Lodge," as I called my 
BOW residence, I tbougbt of again visiting tbe north of 
Kcv England or a lecturing tour, and arranged with Caul- 
field to accompany mc, bis style of singing and recitation 
.rendering bim a desirable coadjutor. The limit of our 
Journey was to be Wiseassct, the cxtromest seaport of 
Maine, a part of Iho country over wbicb I bad travelled 
before. Our first halt was at Newburg Park, where I 
made out a bill containing many "provocatives" (to use 
a theatrical term), and where our expectations were well 
answered. Passing on to Portsmouth, I stayed witb Mrs. 
Bernard at the residence of my friend, M. Casso, tbe Frencb 

I consul, who narrated to me some incidents wbich bad late- 
ly occurred in tbe town, and tbe simple pathos of which 
deeply impressed me. 
Sally Weeks, an amiable and rather personable girl, in 
humble circumstances, was, a short time before, to have 
been united to her lover, a young sailor named William 
Day. This marriage, which had been settled with the 
eoncurrenco of all their friends, was expected to result in 
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much happiness, as it had been prompted hy but one mo- 
tive, that of pure, mutual affectiijo. Their wedding-day 
was accordingly fixed, but on its niorning,Williaiii, with 
Bome acquaintaiiccH, went on board of his vessel, then ly- 
ing in the ofiing, to take leave of his old shipmates, who 
expected to sail that evening. A breeze springing up, 
the ship was obliged to weigh anchor and proceed to sea, 
whereupon Day's companions got into their little skiff to 
return to shore. The captain, thinking her perhaps over- 
laden, as the sea was becoming very rough, M-ould not al- 
low Day to accompany them, but insisted on his remain- 
ing on board until ho could bo put ashore somewbero 
down the coast. As had been fearfully anticipated, tho 
skiff containing his unfortunate friends, when half-way to 
land, met a heavy sea and was swamped. Two of their 
idiea were picked up soon after on tho beach, and from 
(heir fate that of William Day waa surmised. 

With every hope thus apparently blighted when on the 
very eve of happiness, poor Saliy was so affected at the 
supposed loss of her lover that she fell sick, and, on recov- 
ering her strength, it was found that she had lost hor rea- 
son. Sunk in a state of despondency, she was accustomed 
to take daily walks on the beach, about the spot where 
the bodies of the sufferers had been washed ashore, and 
r which fancy led her to imagine that her William 
inst himself be lying. Every one knew and pitied 
[he amiable maniac, who thus, under general protection, 
roamed about unmolested. 

Meanwhile the ship in which Day had been carried to 
eca, owing to the continuance of the breeze, kept on her 
^B[K>urse. He was, therefore, constrained to accompany her 
^Abroad, and could only return when she did. At length 
^■he arrived once more in port; the boat was manned; he 
^Hraa the first to enter her, tho first to spring on shore. In 
^Bt moment he espied a female in the distance "Kha bQX« 
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Bomo rvHcmtiUnce to bis Sally, and ran towards her 
ing bcr by nam?, U was she. She looked itt him, recog- 
nixvd biro, utlvred a piercing &bri«k, and, falling in his arms, 
expired. To sew once more tlio beloved form which she 
bod believed to bo lost to her forever had been too great 
a shock, and iho joy which in an iastant restored her to 
rciuon, at thv same inntant robbed her of life. 

There was singularity enough in these ciroiimstanceB 
for a romaiioo, yet it wa« a tragedy of real and of humble 
life. Its simplicity rather augmented its interest, and I 
mast confess that nothing in my reading or estporience 
ever touched mo more. The poor victim of sensibility 
died within a day of completing her nineteenth year; and, 
little fitted as so pathetic a story might seem to inspire 
anything like pleasantry, this suggested to some one in 

I the town the following epigrammatic epitaph 
" Poor Sally Weoka here sleeps itiiJ Becks, 
I HouU'riag, licr kjndreil da; ; 

L Samo montlia alic siglieil — at Dlnetccn diei 

[ Wanting a tinyU Dnj." 

, After a remunerative stay at Portsmouth we proceeded 
to Portland, where wo procured for our entertainment the 
long room in which the company had formerly played. 
An itinerant preacher at this time in the town, who had 
arranged to deliver a discourse once a week in this Bamc 
room, on hearing with whom he was now to share it, de- 
clared that he was gl.id " for once to meet the devil on 
his own ground !" He was somewhat mortified, however, 
the night after, to find that we had attracted a much 
larger assemblage than he had, and that it also comprised 
■juany of his own congregation. 

^H On reaching Brunswick I was invited to join a fishlng- 
^K^arty up the beautiful river Androscoggin, which takes 
^Hts name, I wai< told, from the English emigrant who first 
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Storm lately in tliU district, and as we rowed up llio river 
the curioiia effect of it became apparent in the form of 
qnanlities of oily sturgeon which had been thrown ashore, 
and were now strewn abundantly on both banks, putrefy- 
ing in tlic sunbeams, and forming a regale not very agree- 
able to cither the olfactory or the optical sense. Learn- 
ing here that the little town of Bath had never been vis- 
ited by any amusement whatever of our kind, we drove 
there and issned an attractive bill of fare for the ensuing 
evening. The news soon circulated, and from the commo- 
tion it excited we were led to expect wonderful support. 
Before long a ct-devaiit major in the American army, a 
resident in the place and a very military and methodical- 
looking person, who impressed mc at first sight very favor- 
ablj-, waited npon me at the inn and begged to express to 
me in person his high sense of gratification at our visit. 
Becoming soon very friendly, he offered, out of pure good- 
nature, to stand at the door in propria persona and dis- 
pose of tickets for ns; " for," said he, " that appears to 
me, my dear sir, a very important office, and really there 
is no knowing the character of people yon might obtain 
and bo deceived by." Considering this offer to be ex- 
tremely kind, both Caullield and I were profuse In our oo- 
koowlcdginents, and gladly accepted so unimpeachable a 
money -taker. When the evening came the room waa 
crowded to excess, and I distinguished at the lowest com- 

pntation above one hundred and thirty heads, which, at a 

^Btollar apiece, promised a handsome return. At the close 
^^■jBT self-eleeled treasurer presented himself to give in hia 
^^fisoount. " Really, gentlemen," he began, " I sincerely re- 
joice that you intrusted to me an office in which so much 
must depend upon the honor of the person to whom it is 
confided." I have no doubt he did rejoice, and we soon 
^bfpund what good reason ho had for doing so when ho con- . 
^^Htraed — "I am now able to pay over to^QMLi\>i\€«&^«a;t&l 
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cightj-nin« dollar* !" Pcrliap* Iio thon^t l1wl<3 

inr waa nothin;* iritlioat a " commisaiou," or, it may 

>, bis extn-mr good-nature luu) mdgvcd him to admit a& 

\U friiHitk aD'l rvlaliuna gnlis; at atiy rate, the fact re- 

inwl thai w» bad to pay at Iwirt fifty dollars that eviai- 

lag for the hoDor of having a military doi>rkccpor. 

At ^ViNanet wo pat np at an inn kept by an Irishman, 
and ovr bill* for the enmiiDg evening being distribated 
dirvetly, no looncr did tho news become publio than tlie 
little town, which I apprehend had never before been vis- 
ited ill a Bimilar maimer, became generally dieturbed. A 
crowd soon collected ronnil the windows of the inn parlor 
in which we were taking supper, to discover what tind of 
people we were. Several of the more respectable Inhabit- 
mnts took the liberty of stepping into the room, drawing 
a obair by the window and listening to our conversation. 
Others men-ly walke<l in as if to make an inquiry, and 
taking a comprehensive view of us from head to foot, at 
onoe withdrew to impart the iuforroation they had ac- 
quired to their friends; while a still larger class, more dif- 
fident than the rest, only opened the door, took a hasty 
glance, and then again qaickly closed it. We were most 
amused by a portly, farmer-looking man, who, by his care- 
less manner and easy «peeeh, seemed to be a person of 
some conscqaence in the town, and who walked into the 
room, tilted his chair back by the window, and, throwing 
hia boots over a beneh, set himself deliberately to listen 
with great earnestness to our discourse. It happened that 
Caulfield was just relating in his humorons manner some 
ludicrous ciroumstances he had taken notice of during the 
day, and before long the farmer was so pleased that, clap- 
ping Ills hands to his sides, he threw himself back in hia 
and hurst into a loud roar of laughter. "We put 
our knives and forks, and looked round at our n 
'ited auditor in eorae BvupTiae. On getting over his fit of 
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TislbiUty, lie returned our gaze with a higbly satisfied ex- 
pression ; then, getting up, put his hand in his pouket, and 
exclaimed : 

"Capital, gentlemen! capital! You are right humor- 
Bome, I calculate. Wbafa to pay ?" 

This produced a respoiiHive roar from us, wliereupon 
the rather puzzled worthy explained that from the humor 
and eccentricity Caulfield had displayed he had supposed 
that he was relating one of the stories from our entertain- 
ment, and, therefore, in the true spirit of honest trade, 
he wished to pay for what he had received. On being in- 
formed that wo would accept no remuneration for what 
he had heard, he departed with a high opinion of both 
our talent and our liberality. 

Less agreeable was the disappointment, on another 
ground, of a personage who merely put his head in at the 
door and withdrew it the next minute, apparently with 
much dissatisfaction, for we heard him exclaim to a com- 
panion outside, " Tarnation, Squire Shaw, they're not so 
savage after all !" 

These singular attentions, however, though they only 
excited our smiles, were to my wife as annoying as they 
were astonishing; and Caulfield, perceiving this, hit upon 
a plan of relieving us of our wondering spectators without 
giving them offence. Taking a hint from the offer of the 
honest farmer, he called in the landlord and desired him 
to acquaint the people at the windows (which had neither 
blinds nor curtains) that our prices were a dollar apiece 
to hear our entertainment and half a dollar to aee ourselves. 
They were too good judges of a bargain for this not to 
take eSect. 

The great success of our two nights at Wiscasset would 
have induced us to remain there a little longer, but that 
my wife's condition made me anxious to reach Boston 
without much further delay. "We accot&.vQ^'j VwrRt?*. o 
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Gs' keailit liomewanl, ami lectnritig ajrain at I 
PorMmoiitli, and Newbiiryport, m wo pUEod 

vt'd in IJoston about five hundred doUani i 
>ckot from our rxouniiun. 

My wife soou after jireaetitcd me with a boy,* and then, 
moving to onr new rcBidenoc, wo paaspd a delightful au- 
a in retiremonl aud recreation, having found the finl 
iar of life an a manager in America, if not very profit- 

-, at least very pleasant. 
The soaaon of 1807-8 eomnicnccd early in Scptemher 
iriili noma alight prospoct of improving apoD ita predeces- 
, and with some new additions to llic company. As 
Caulfield, from the very irregular habits he had fallen 
Into, could no longer bo depended upon, we were con- 
strained to look about for some other hero lo be ready to 
I fopply his place, and just at this time a gentleman arrived 
■*froin England on a dramatic visit lo the States who ap- 
Rpeared to ho the very man we wanted. Mr. Cromwell, 
wtha person in question, was, however, in reality only one 
Bbf the most ingenious and amusing impostors I ever met 
Pvlth, In his style as an actor, hovering between a bad 
lliioitation and a worse originality, he had no .qualiSca- 
HtioQ for thi? stage but one — a elf- confidence — whiob yet 
■ only led to a fuller display of all his other deficiencies. 
wHe had been formerly a small tradesman, hut being smit- 
I ten with a passion for the stage, ho applied to, and ap- 
Ipeared at, the Bath Theatre. Fearing, perhaps, that the 
leditora might not have sufficient discrimination to find 
Bout his merits, he wrote a glowing pufE upon his own 
Irf^Hf, and forwarded it to the provincial papers. Once 
■in print, he then proceeded to London with these public 
Irecommendations, and, procuring an opening at one of 
R^o principal houses, managed to secure the inscrtioD of 
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a similar homemade article on hia own performance in 
the metropolitan journals. His attempts on tlie stage 
■were, of course, a failure, and his critical remarks a tisane 
of falsebooda, but, nevertheless, they answered his pur- 
pose. Putting the latter in hia pocket, he went ofE to 
America, landed at Boston, waited on the manager, an- 
ft tionnced hia profession, and, in proof of his talents, showed 
Jpill the papers containing those striking cnttcisms written 
%j liimself, but of the authorship of which, of course, he 
gave no hint. Powell, who saw him in my absence, be- 
lieTing he wonld he attractive and a good substitute for 
Caulfield, engaged him on the spot for three years at 
twenty-five dollars a week. We gave him Octavian as an 
opening character, and from the reports that had been 
circulated abont liim public attention was very generally 
cited, lie performed; a worse specimen of histrionic 
tgnackery I had never seen, and the spectators would hard- 

' permit the announcement of his name for a second 
night. The next day I went to consult my solicitor, who 
briefly told me that an agreement was an agreement, and 
as we had entered into one with this man, whether inju- 
jlioua or beneiicial, we must abide by it. The idea, how- 
7, of being burdened with such a fellow for three years 
insupportable, and at the end of the season, on pay- 
bent of llOO, he consented to oblige ua, in a most nnex- 

ected but gratifying manner, by taking himself off. 

Notwithstanding the annoyance he had caused, Mr. 
Cromwell's whimsicality had rendered him sometimes 
very amusing. Kvery night he made his appearance the 
audience distinguished him from all the rest of the pcr- 

iormera by a peculiar loud bias at his entrance and exit, 
legleoting him entirely while on the stage. Thus, though 
lo '*Btar," he certainly exerted the malign influence once 
tt'ribnted to those bodies by exciting what, in the pit, 
Inounted to a hurricane of displeasure, which, in its col- 
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tiv« demeuU or luMe*. abuse, and ■lampings, it n 
»T« b««n imatfined no one could have wiUutood. He, 
>vur, ix'tnAmod alwaya utitiending a* llic oak before 
I which AMnila it. He continued bis S[icGcb, he 
1 bia position, hn looked h\» advorsarios in tlie 
re, and with a smilf. He might have borrowed 
I laagaatto of Kicliard, "I can smile, and smile, and 
Bltrdcr" (an rcgard» bia part) " while I Htuik'." One evcn- 
tngtdurinjf the performance of tbo " Mogul Tale," in which 
[ pUj-ed Johnny Atkinson, the cobbler, Mr. Cromwell, 
t*ho was playing the Mo^rul, instead of making bie exit 
I the pru|)er Lime, and leaving me to take my flight home 
pjr mytolf, persisted in remaining on the stage. Unable 
1 conjecture his reason for this embarrassing conduct, I 
lept making signs to him t« go olT, but all in vain; and 
ivcn when called from behind the scenes, ho impcrturb- 
ibly maintained bis poailion until the cnrtain dropped. 
" 1 inquiring immediately with some asperity what was 
llio meaning of his paying such disregard to the stage 
directions and the plot of the piece, he replied at once, 
"I bad an escellent reason, sii." "I should be glad if 
" you would favor me with it, then." "Oh, certainly; you 
must be aware, Mr. Bernard, what would have been the 
consequence if I had made my exit at the proper time," 
"Indeed, I'm not; what would?" "Why, a long and 
loud hissing that would hare lasted, perhaps, for fifteen 
minutes." "Well, sirl" "Well, that hissing at my go- 
ing off must, you know, have interruptud your scene; 8o 
from no interest of ray own so ranch as to preserve you 
from annoyance I continued on the stage, knowing they 
wouldn't hiss until I was gone, and not caring, you know, 
when once the curtain was down, whether they hissed or 
not. Don't you see my reason now ?" To such an argu- 
Maent I was not prepared to reply. 

I had now a communication from Phcide, the C'hailes- 
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Eon manager, informing me of tlie dealli of Jack Ilatton, 
the theatrical eccentric, whom I had engaged when in 
London to come to Boston at the close of the Ilaymarket 
eeasoa. Instead, however, of keeping his word with me, 
he accepted an offer to go out to Charleston, where he 
became a great favorite. He there played a great variety 

Eiiaractere, some of them I shonld imagine very badly, 
as regards a particular class he was one of the most 
inal actors I ever saw. But few, I am awaro, have 
e pretensions to play the kind of character in which 
xcelled, but as far as my own observation goes those 
have done bo have wanted most of the qualifications 
to do them justice which he possessed. But what was his 
excellence? Why, something with which neither senti- 
mental nor refined minds would, perhaps, be muuh pleased, 
because they could not sympathize with it, but which a 
judicious critic must, nevertheless, admire as a dramalio 
singularity, lie was the accurate representative of low 

Bfe, equally happy in the blustering boldness or swagger- 
's gayety of the bully, or in the heartless villainy or sav- 
ge triumph of the ruffian. 

Though clever and original, hia reputation in the pro- 
fession was not very high, which arose from the fact that 
he rarely played, by his own consent, the characters in 
which ho BO greatly excelled, for, through a strange in- 
fatuation, which, however, I have known to bewilder some 
hundreds besides him, he thought himself moat happy in 
others, for which he was in reality totally unlit; and thus 
he seldom came before the public but in a wrong point 
of view. It was this which accounted for his breach of 
agreement with me. I had engaged him to play low com- 
edy; the Charleston manager offered him high tragedy; 
his inclinations got the mastery over his judgment, and 
accordingly the actor was condemned while the man was 
gratified. 
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Christmas was now approaching, and hitherto the'^ 
bad proved lamentably bad. The novelties that had 
n lucvoMively jiroducetl had failwl. To make amends 
Mr. Cromwell, Fennoll had been engaged for a num- 
vt nights ; also Wchslcr, the singer, almost as clever 
his cL'Iobratpd namcaniie of Drury Lane; and Mrs. War- 
in.lato Mrs. Wtgiicll, hail concluded an engagement prof- 
longh for herself (II400 for nine nights), and had 
;iirncd to Philadelphia. Twnitca, the comedian, who 
icceedcd her, did not attract snflitient faces to the gallery 
toll whether he looked best in a brown wig or a black 
Our " stars," in fact, however they might shine upon 
10 stage, by no means threw a golden gleam into the 
reasury. At ibis critical period the oqueslriana came to 
d their novelty carried away, in a great measure, 
ich portion of the pahlie as had hitherto supported ns. 
had honorably discharged all our obligations, and 
LC company were oontinned on full salaries, our loss had 
been very heavy, and for the first time in my life my spir- 
its began to sink nudcr the depression of ill'SuccesB. The 
'profits of my ten years' career in America as an actor had 
been mainly sunk in the pnrehase of lands, now of little 
or no realizable value to me; my domestic expenses were 
increasing, and I bad reached a time of life when a man 
should be, not merely maintaining himself, but laying by 
Bome provision for the future. 

My reflections, too, were embittered by a consideration 
of the certain prospects of success I had quilted in making 
this speculation and the profitable ofiers I had refused in 
England, both from Mr. Wroughfon and Mr, Harris on 
account of it. However, aa it was necessary I should ex- 
ert myself in order to prevent matters from getting Still 
worse, my good friend Mr, F. C. Amory addressed a let- 
ter for me to General Sheaf, in Canada, to inquire how 
"ar a professional trip to that quarter might be eli^blc in 
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tho summer; and I made au arrangement with Warren 
and Cooper to visit Fiiiladclpbia and New York at once. 
When we went on board tlje packet for the latter place, 
on a fine day and with a fair breeze, wo augured a pleas- 
ant trip, bat the wind changing in tbe nigbt brought on a 
severe frost and a snowstorm, and the sailors' hands be- 
came BO frost-bitten that tliey could no longer handle any- 
thing. Our situation soon grew very dangerous — a heavy 
sea washed away our boat and smatibcd the caboose house; 
and another, striking the vessel on her stern quarter^, 
broke through the windows of the cabin and filled it two 
feet deep with water. Luckily both Mrs. Bernard and I 
liad upper berths. The storeroom door was also burst 
open by the shock, and, on looking down, I saw the released 
turkeys, geese, and loaves dancing about merrily in the 
little waves; and among them niy portmantean, contain- 
ing a packet of New York bills to the amount of $2000, 
which my bankera at Boston had intrusted to mo to get 
changed for them. While eoutcmplatiug this pleasant 
scene the captain came down-staira and told us in a very 
serious tone that he had done his utmost and we must 
now take our chance for safety, a disclaimer of responsi- 
bility which might be very satisfactory to himself, but 
which by no means tended to tranquillize tho minds of 
his passengers. In the next berth to mo was a young sea- 
captain, who, having laid up his vessel for the winter, was 
proceeding to New York with a newly-wedded wife to 
make merry during Christmas. Springing npon his legs 
directly, with myself and one or two others after him, 
this gentleman ran up on deck to ascertain the real amount 
of our danger. 

Never before had I looked on so dreary a scene. The 

wind was blowing hard, but tho frost had glued tho sails 

up about the mast, and stuck all the cordage together so 

that there was scarcely a running line at liberlv. Buow, 
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r ningW with mdio (l««t, n-iu fiiHinf; Iicavily, and fi 

I it Ml, sn<I tbc luiacrablo blacks vho composed Uio 

i vrro liDtldltd tuj^ctliiT, qnaking nnd sliivrrtng, and unable 
to render any ntwiHtauce, wbilo all tbc time wo were nin- 

I BXBg unconscionsly on th« breakers a short distasco ahead. 

[ Casting a nwtwiiiiig glaneo around, the young captain 
««pied the I-'alklands light, ran at onco to the holm, put 

' it aside, and as the stoop veered round wc heanl her audi- 
bly graze upon a rock before she righted. The jib was 
then hoisted, and wc loou after ran 10 shore in safety, tin- 
fciftiiedly thankful for our escape. Our rescner, on re- 
turning to his cabin, b<^g<Hl bin lovely spouse not to be 

i alarmed, and inquired if she would not like some spirits 

' and water. Prawing a long sigli, she replied, with a droll 
quaintncas, which, even nnder eucb circumstances, pro- 
voked a smile: 

"Spirits, indoe«l, Ihaveuono; but it seems as if I should 
have more water soon than I wished for;" an opinion in 
which we all at tho time concurred. 

Having at length safely reached Philadelphia, among 
its hosjiilable, liberal, and refined inhabitants I found 

, many friends to remember and welcome me. My recep- 
tion was a brilliant one, and I had the pleasnro of seeing 
every night of my performance numerous faces which 
awoke the most agreeable recollections. Far more invita- 
tions flowed in on inc than I could possibly accept, hut 
they were gratifying, nevertheless, as proofs of the con- 
tinued kindly feelings whiuh the Philadelphiana had ever 
shown towards the comedian, and which were fully mani- 
fested at my benefit. 

At New York I opened in Lord Ogleby, but as Cooper, 
Twaits, and Ilarwood were gone to Boston, and Mrs. Dsr- 
ley was ill, I found it a hard task to struggle through a 

I performance with so little support as I received. An in- 
vHntioa to my old fiiend's. Governor Crawford, gave ma 
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tiie pleasure of being inlroducod to Mr. Washington Ir- 
ving, an agreeable, conversable, and unprejudiced man ; but 
in tbe middle of tbe evening, finding a peculiar taste in 
my moatb, I looked into the cigar stand at my feet and 
found, to my great Hnrprise, tbat I bad been expectorating 
blood for some time. Much alarmed, I informed my 
friends of tbe circumstance, and as tbcy were of opinion 
tbat I must bave ruptured a blood-vessel, tbe governor sent 
me home at once in bis coacb. As my doctor had nnluckily 
" iBt gone out and could nowhere be found, I lay till morn- 
ig bleeding profusely from my lungs, till at last, medical 
listance arriving, the hemorrhage was temporarily aa- 
enaged. Alone witb a young wife three thousand miles 
away from her family and friendB, and "witb.my affairs in 
BO deranged a statp, our feelings during this terrible night 
beyond my powers to describe. 
The next day Cooper, Harwood, and the rest were to 
Return from Boston and join me in the comedy of tbe 
"School for Scandal," and I actually played Sir Peter 
tbat evening, witb a physician at the side scenes, in mo- 
mentary apprehension of being stopped by a return of the 
hemorrhage. The next nigbt was my benefit; but as by 
then I was quite unable to leave my bed. Green performed 
Major O'Flabcrty instead of me. The receipts, however, 
equalled my expectation. Before long I began to recover; 
but my doctors agreed tbat I ought to abstain from all 
professional labors for the rest of Ibat winter, and by 
good nursing and retirement try to effectually heal up the 
raptured vessel and re-establisb my hoaltb. To tbia ad- 
vice I resolved to conform, and prepared at once to return 
to Boston, The evening before we started, Mr, Coleman, 
the editor of the Evening Post, dropped in to chat for an 
hour or two in his usual friendly way; but at length, pull- 
ing out bis watch, rose in baste, saying he had an appoint- 
ment to wbieh be must attend. I asked liim M ht wtiviiii 
not call on as in the morning betove \(e Xci^j^ 
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** Wby," ho replied, pleasantly, ** I don't really kncyw, 
my good friend. I should like to/' 

** Well," said I, ** we shall not go very early, and if yea 
are awake — ^ 

** Oh," ho intermpted, in the same peculiar tone, ^' de- 
pend on it, (/* Pm awake^ I'll drop in to see yon." 

In the morning we saw no Mr. Coleman; but a week 
after I was informed that he had fought a duel with some 
gentleman of New York on the very day in question, and 
that he had in fact sat in my parlor and conversed with us 
till within half an hour of the appointed time, which 
pleasantly enough accounted for the ambiguity of bis 
parting expressions. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Eicnnion to Tcnaont.— Concord nod Discoril. — Monsieur IhUet. — Slato 
Cbarncleriatids, — Mili'stones and Fingar-poeU ; nn Irish Finger-post. 
— Burlington. — A Vermont Farmer; his Dinner and ConTcrssIion. — A 
Huaician. — A Medical Innkeeper ; Ills One Storv. — Saratoga Spriags. — 
Bnil up the Hudson. — Kev Kngagcments. — General Humpbreja and 
UiimphrejgYlUe. — Connecticut Laws. — A Silent Town. — Profiling bj a 
Fine. — Return to Boston. — 1808 Season. — Stirring in u Matter. — "Tha 
nlgrimi." — General Tlioalrical Depression, — The Indian and the Afri- 
can,— Lovo and Uquor.— The Tliree Warn inga,— The Two John Gilpins. 
— 160D, — Boston. — Failure and Disappointment. — A New Comedy; its 
Prologue, — Barrett's Last Aet, — Gradunted Ingenuity. — Tan lien Anec- 

I doles. — BorroirlDg a Dorse.— Buying Brandy. — Stars, — " Tho Forlj 
Thieres." — Conlemplotod Changea. 

Ah the spring advanced my health gradnally improved, 
lad ray hopes increased of retrieving during the Bummer 
iome of the time I iiad lost. My partners, Powell and 
bickinson,* now proposed to me an cxcnrsion throngh 

I * BviLLmo PowKLi,, of the firm of Powell Ji Dlekinson, was a native of 
He made his American dSit in Itoslun in 1 Isi, and after a Ta- 
:r died there in 16S1. Bis wife, Eliznbctli IlarriEon, ranked very 
Igb in her profession both in Elngtand, iiiicro she supported Mrs, Sid- 
ens, and in America, where she wiu very popular. She succeeded her 
Insband in the management of the Boston Theatre, and died in 1S43, in 
the lerentietli j^car of iior age, Dickinson, whose real name was IMckson, 
made Lis Grst appearance on any stage in Boston in 179G. Ho beoime 
le of the Boston Theatre nitli Powell and Bernard in 1806, and 
ilajed to important part in theatrical management in America, introdue- 
Bg George Frederick Cook, the DulTs, and other noted actors to tha 
jDeiicon sbgc. Ila ceased to act in I81T, but continued before the pnb- 
a manager for many years, dying greatly respected in 1853. He also 
■d a Miss Harrison, eistcr of Mrs. Powell, but not her equal in genius. 
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'cnnont, with & imall company and a limited wnrdn 

ive an cntcrtnimmrnl uf }>\ay And farce. Ab this proni- 

lo he a sucocHsfiil trij> I agreed to go, purchased a 

;ht little travelling carringo lor my wife and self, and 

The Lodge, our country retiidenrc, in possession of 

friend, who promised to get my hay in and send my 

lit to market. Our party, consisting of Powell, Dick- 

I, and their wives, Mallet, Morgan, tnyHolf, and Mrs. 

[mipner, set off from Itoston in three travelling-carriages 

and ill the hest spirits and expectations. Mallet merely 

pUyed — his iDstriiment— and Mrs. Graupoer was only a 

•inger. The remaining six, therefore, had need to have 

each the versatility of a Oarrick id order to assume the 

■iety and number of ehnracters onr little plays afforded, 

cut down, condensed, and adapted as they were, so 

(ar as it was possible, to the strength of our miniature 

corps. Diekinson, fur instance, in "Tlio Jew," played 

Frederick Bertram, Jubal, and a liddlc in the oreLeslra; 

int, to hie praise he it spoken, he played them all very 

ill. This is a sufficient Bpcciincn of the shifts and dc- 

wo were put to. 
At Concord, which from its nanio I should have sus- 
pected to bo a settlement of Quakers, wo met with hut a 
poor reception from the genteel inhabitants and a much 
worse one from the lower order. Before our entertain- 
ment commenced a large throng assembled outside of the 
inn and began abusing and villifying un, in even worse 
terms than those with which these same worthies had as- 
sailed Lord North. Powell was intimidated, and would 
not go on with his charactci-, but his wife, wilh a courage 
I could not but admire, persevered like a heroine. I tried 
to put a comical face on the matter and laugh off our an- 
noyance, but it Btill continued, and in consequence little 
or nothing could be heard of the entertainment. At this 
alical juncture Monsieur Malkt, -who was a better poli- 
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tictan tlian a fiddle-player, came to ihe rescue, lie had 
received the rudiments of bia musical education in one of 
the re vol tit io nary bnnda that had stirred up the Jaoohin- 
ical spirits of the French soldiery in 1793, and perhaps, 
therefore, felt rather in his element than othorwiso when 
surrounded by a mob. Pulling down his instrument, he 

a to the window and shouted: "GentlemenBl gcntle- 
isl" A silence immediately prevailed. "I vas Rpcalc 
voi'd to you; vat vas yoa vant?" 

" Tarnation," replied one of the mob, " wliy, wo want 
none of your company, I guess; you arc reg'lar British 
spies and mountebanks." 

t" Aha ! vhat vas dat yon say, sarc ? ve no mount on do 
ck — no spy. Ve artistes de Tliijiltre from Boston. 
" Are you British, squire ¥" 
"No; I am von Frenchman." 
Hero a great murmur ran through the crowd. 
"A Frenchman I a Frenchman !" 
"Tes, I vas von Frenchman, sare, and I glory in 
me of Frenchman, Bare; I vas 8er\'o vid Napoleon in dc 
ttlo of Marengo; and I vas know vat it vas to put one 
rascal to death that makes a noise outside of de vindow." 
Whether the mere announcement of nationality had 
satisfied them, or this latter piece of information, deliv- 
ered in a very emphatic tone and with appropriate gesticu- 
lation, had its effect upon the simplc-witted though turbu- 
lent Vermouters — at any rate they shrank back as though 
in fear, and sank into a submissive silence before the 
wrathful and menacing musician. Flushed with euccess, 
Mallet strode back to his fiddle with the air of an Alex- 
ander taking his seat among his compeers, and wo finished 
our performance in peace. In those days Concord cer- 
I tainly contained some very quarrelsome fellows. 

kThe next town wo wished to reach was Walpole, hut 
B roads offered by no means easy travelling. The in- 
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ibitanb of VpntKnit, noted for llieir InduBtry, 
Bttmly, an<) their stationary character, are also distin- 
niahiitl for a )<rcnlinr tuni of liiinii.>rin tlirir rctnxrlcs tai 
Hno odtliticH of manner, bt-ing in the latter respect e 
kore primitive than the Pcnnsylvanians. Thoir neigb- 
Drs of MoMachuitetts (by some tenncd the Scotch of 
Forth America), id posHng continually throngb this state 
B their way to and from Canada and tlie hnek coiintries, 
ro fre<|ueDtly expoied to the ridicule of the inhabitantj, 
toe of the many KtoricH in circulation bearing on this 
ibjcct \ra.a that of a Uostonian travelling through Vcr- 
lont, and Dverlaken by night on A lonely road, who at 
Higlh flaw a youngster some dintance ahead, and appro- 
tnsive that he had mistaken his way, called out to the 
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"Jack! Jack! I want to know which is the way to 
!bcster6eld ?" 

" How did you know my name was Jack f" responded 
Ibe youth. 
" VVIiy, I guessed it," replied the traveller. 

" Oh, then you may gness yonr way to Cbei^erfi^ 

Fearful of being nonplussed in a similar way myaetf, I 
was very particular each morning before I quitted the 
tavern to learn all I could of the road wo were to pnrsne 
thronghont the day, as there were few opportunities after- 
warda of ascertaining anything on the subject, Notwith- 
Btanding this caution, I lost my track one day, and was 
actually retracing my steps to Boston. I learned this in a 
chai'aetcristic manner when I pulled up to inquire of a 
countryman who was felling a tree by the roadfildc — 
^L " My good friend," said I, " am I on the right road to 
BWalpole?" 

^H "Yee," replied the man; "you are on the right road; 
^ftnt I reckon yon must turn your hoi-se'a bead or you'll 
^ferer get there !" 
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Tho two things, however, which at this time proved the 
greatest annoyances to travellers through Vermont were 
^;what are generally intended to produce the very contrary 
effect — viz., the milestones and the fingor-posls. The 
former were mostly either misleading from their inaccu- 
racy or nseless from their indistinctness. A peculiarity 
that distinguished them from the highway guides of other 
countries was that they invariably lay on the road with 
their heads pillowed softly against some knoll or bank, in- 
stead of standing upright on the ground, as we are wont 
to see them in England. One stone, nearly illegible from 
the obliterating pressure which the finger of Time bad laid 

Ion its inscription, I was obliged to get out of the carriage 
to inspect more nearly. Neither words nor figures could I 
distinguish, and so far my purpose was frustrated; but 
just below where tho information should have been I 
found that some one had traced two lines in pencil which 
were very distinct and somewhat funny, though by no 
I means consoling — some tourist, I imagine, whose greatest 
merit in the matter lay in his not signing his name to 
them. They ran thus: " Notice to travellers! No reli- 
ance to be placed on the milestones all the way to Bur- 
lington, for they lie, every one of them !" But finger-posts 
are, of course, of much more consequence on an unknown 
road, intersected by cross-country lanes in abundance, 
which every few miles branch out again into others. Very 
few, however, were supplied, and the utility of these was 
often negatived by the careless manner in which they 
were attended to. For instance, you come to a branching- 
off in the road where either way looks as likely as the 
other to be the highway to the place you are seeking. 
You see at the moment neither house nor human being to 
afford you any information; hut luckily, as you think, your 
^L^e lights on a board nailed against the bark of a broad- 
^Kpreading oak-tree, growing just at the separation of the 
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painted board — wkicb will surely prove a guide, 
board, Iiowcvct, Iim mi-n-Iy the name of tlit- mil 
and tlie uumbcr of miies thincu inscribed upon it, 
though commonly calli^l n finger-pout, has no repre- 
lUliun of cither hand or finder pointing ono way or the 
icr to ai^^ify "go thtnt." Furlhtmnon;, it hiu by some 
itmical blacksmith bcon rendered an adjanct to the 
by aioans of a single nail driven through its middle. 
lu wind and the weather shaking the tree have neoeasa- 
rily looaoned the nail, and the board, therefore, acting on 
mathematieal princi[iti;R and the law of gravitation, bsB 
turned round on its axis, the nail, and now hangs length- 
iMe, with its heaviest end to (he ground. Tho consc- 
ia that on riding up to it for information, as I did 
lynelf, since tlic direction of tlic place can only bo judged 
of by the direction of the letters that form its name, ac- 
cording to this you are led to imagine that the Sammy- 
town or DiekyviliG — the object of your journey — is either 
from the infernal suggestion of tho board some subter- 
ranean settlement in a coal-pit, or an Aladdin's cave to 
which you perceive no descending avenue, or, from the 
sublime direction of the letters, that it is situated some- 
where in the celestial regions, a fact which the topography 
of the country, not to say the character of the inhabit- 
antfl, most likely altogether denies. I must own, however, 
that I am puzzled to decide whether this evil of a board 
pointing in the wrong direction is greater or less than that 
of a board pointing in no direction at all, which was what 
I found on another occasion, when, on riding up to where 
four roads met, I perceived the finger-post, instead of 
maintaining its perpendicular, like an upright preacher, to 
point the true way, was lying at full length in the road, 
blown down most likely by some spiteful wind travelling 
in an opposite direction to that which the post indicated. 
Anyhow, here was tho post cwtliftl^ at m^ mercy, so that 
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lit was certainly in my power to raise it up again, reinstate 
the lower end in its abandoned hole, and tlicn gratify my 
fancy by pointing its board to either of the four roads 
which I might choose to select. Now, to a stranger and 
a traveller what could bo more annoying than tbia, except 
it were that yet more peculiar highway directory which I 
remember meeting with in my youthfnl wanderings in 
Ireland, and which actually fier\-cd the twofold purpose 
of a finger-post and a weather-cock, lodicaling both tlio 
way and the wind. I will inform my reader bow tbU 
camo to pass. The post of this truly Hibernian mvention 
was very long, and socketed in a bolo dug in very firm 
clay^wide enongh for the poat to move round in, and yot 
too deep for it to fall out. The board was & long shutter, 
which had in its youth, I believe, flapped backward and 
forward at some aheeben-houao window, employed only to 
darken its few inhabitants, but was now set up on high to 
enlighten the community at large on sundry topographioal 
and aerial matters. Standing on a heath where four roada 
met, it bad pointed originally in the direction of a princi- 
pal town attainable by one of these roads, till the wind 
beating the shutter had gradually loosened the poat, and 
now whirled it round at will. The few cabins, therefore, 
that skirted the heath within sight of the finger-post took 
their weather observations from it accordingly; as, for 
instance one might hear: 

"Teddy, darlint, which way does the finger-post 
this morning?" 

" To Ballyhorough, daddy." 

"Ob, by the powers, thin the wind's north." 

The next day, perhaps, it would be : 

"Shall we have any luck to-day, Judy?" 

"As sure as black's the blue of yonr eye." 

"And why, thin, jowcl f" 

" Bekaso the wind's south, and sonth's always a lucky 
wind." 



1 took 
8, for 

poini J 



RETBOSPECTIONS OF AMERICA. 



I: 
"Ah, but wlicit! (loo* tho finger-port point tol" 
"To Crooakoer, ilarc." 
"Uh, tumlfr still turf! iIuch il iiuiut tlierc, Jadjr. Sure 
enoagli, no luck for us th«n ; for doesn't the steward Uvo 
Ib CrooskocR, nml wlio ihu divU ever heard of luck coin- 
ing from him ?" 

Our pcrfornionco at Walpolo, when at laHt ivo reached 
it, did little more than pay our tavern bill ; we therefor? 
pnRLe<l on to Bnrlington, the principal town in Termont, 
utuated on Laku Champlain, where we expected better 
Rocccss. Sleeting hero with some friends from Boston on 
a tour, a fisliiiig- party was proposed, and a worthy Ver- 

Inont farmer, whom I met with at the inn, undertook to 
eonduet lis to a good spot for sport; nor were we digap- 
pointcd, at) Lake Champlain ahounds with rare and delicato 
fish of nil kinds. At our (;iiidc's pressing request I then 
rodo out to his farm, a few miles from Burlington, to dino 
with him. Here, having walked me about his grounds 
two or three hours, in order to give me an appetite, ho set 
me down to pork and beans, with their everlasting accom- 
paniment of molassee, to bo washed down by a jug of 
sparkling cider. Then followed a pumpkin pie, with 
some peaches and melons as a dessert, the whole winding 
Hp with a tumbler apiece of old St. Croix rum, Such was 
ft Vermont dinner, and though it might seem to an English 
epicure rather an odd assemblage of sweets and sours, I 
confess that my appetite at the time was too good to find 
fault with it. The farmer was a good sample of his class, 
and a very worthy and industrious, though prejudiced and 
illiterate, sort of body, whoso language and ideas were 
eminently characteristic of the Northern American. As 
he luckily touched neither upon politics nor agriculture, 

^usable as the latter would have been in a m.in of his 

fession, I was spared the trial of listening to accounts 
Joir many British weve V\iT9,A\t;4 \t\ "sntt ^Ituie, or how 
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much corn in another. Far different from these was tbe 
farmer's favorite Iheme, which was- eertainly, for liim, 
rather a singular one, being none other than literature, 
upon which subject he took every opportunity of discours- 
ing, with Home degree of fluency, and in a manner which 
well brought out bis character. Having no objection my- 
■elf to this topic, be found in me an amused as well as sur- 
irised listener; so, sipping a mouthful of his liquor, he 
iked his toes in the under rail of his chair lega, and 
lokinghis thumbs in the armboles of bia waistcoat, threw 
iBtAt back against the wainscot and enunciated bis 
linions in tfaat particular tone which I have often oh- 
irved in such talkers, mingling the pride of simplicity 
1th the authority of indifference. In the first place ho 
'ormed me that he reckoned himself a tolerable good 
scholar, having been soundly instructed in the knowledge 
of those two instruments of literature — reading and writ- 
ing, besides a branch of geometry, viz., arttlimetic. Then 
always 'voted bis eveuin's to readln' and lamin','' and 
>ddea the constant perusal of three books in his own pos- 
isaion, namely, the Bible, the almanac, and the dictionary, 
he took in a weekly paper and regularly rode over to Bur- 
lington once a fortnight to see what there might be new 
and cleverish in the book-store. "Now," he continued, 
" I've read Goldsmith's * Iliatory of Rome ;' that's rather a 
cute book, I reckon, and I like it much. And then there's 
tliem volumes of Josephns — ha'n't you never read 'em? 
they're considerably well done, I think. And then there's 
the Nat'ral History, Buchan's ' Med'cin,' and Lindley Miir- 
'h Grammar, and some more of the like I know well, 
im are all judgmatical books, I reckon. What do yon 
on 'em ? I never have read no rnmancea or poetry, 
two — 'Pilgrim's Progress' and 'Robinson Crusoe;' 
lere's much genius in 'em; thom ar 
Mr. Jefferson Baya, for a imaTV Xo tw 
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ich a Block of information, of courne, tlio farmer < 

Icrcd liiaiflcif a literary man, and waB of opinion tliat 
I nbli'i after all, to get tjuilc a sufficient " lot of lam- 
" wilbuut going to any extraordinary trouble or expense 
C'lassicol acqiiirfiiuents bo ridiculed altogetber, 

Kanao " ubat, in all creation, bad Uvin' people to do -witJi 
dead langnagcH?" wbilo be looked on all colleges and uni- 
voreiticK an notbing more iban aristocratical institntionB, 
expensive without utility, and very unfit for a free coun- 
try like tbo "States," since tbey shut out the poor from 
inBtniution only to receive Iho sons of the highborn and 
riub to make tbem aciinaiiited, under the ahow of study, 
with tbe viccB of gaming, drinking, and wencbing. Thna 
declaimed my eccentric but worthy entertainer, until, at a 
very Into bour, I bade bim farewell, saddled my borse and 
rode back to Burlington. 

Tbougb our performance bcre was pretty well attended, 
yet, as it did not equal onr cxpectationB, we gave out a 
second, ratber more attractive, but wbicb did little better. 
At this Powell gave in, thoroughly disappointed with tbe 
eicurBion, which bad merely paid our expenses, and re- 
solved to return to Boston instead of proceeding any far- 
ther. DicldnBon coincided with him, having come to the 
conclusion that we were too many for any country town 
to remunerate properly; and the others being of the same 
opinion, they agreed to form a party and take a circuit 
northward by themselves. Thus I was left alone to pros- 
ecute the intended trip to Albany and the Springs. I 
did not despair, ncvertheleEB, thinking that perhaps, after 
all, the arrangement might prove to my advantage. 

In order to provide myself with cash I disposed of my 
horso and carriage, the latter at cost price, tbe former for 
one hundred dollars, having only given thirteen for luiil. 
HorseB have been through life one of the few things in 
*ilcb I Iiavc been lacVy, c\\.\\ev \a 'V'MtV^ftmg or Belling. 
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Fortunately, too, a gentleman whom I had met with 
the inn, and who was proceeding to Albany with hia new- 
ly-married wife in a light pleasure wagon, made me and 
.Urs. Bernard a friendly offer to bear them company, a 
'oposal to which I agreed with much pleasure, 
Aa the horses, decked each with a row of belb on its 
collar, were young, spirited animals, the wagon ran light- 
ly on springs, the weather was extremely fine, the roads 
good, and the country we passed through green and lux- 
iant, everything seemed to unite to render this ride, a 
distance of nearly a hundred miles, very agreeable. We 
^ept the first night at an inn on the road, where we not 
only met with good accommodation, hut also with what 
was rather a curiosity, namely, a private museum. This 
had been tho collection of some unknown viiiuoao, whose 
name even I could not learn, and who had found valuable 
resources for hia purpose in the unexplored and hardly- 
spoken-of regions of the interior of the States. It con- 
tained a large gathering of rarities in mineral and vegeta- 
ble productions, insects and reptiles, which had evidently 
cost Bomo trouble and expense to obtain, and which, if I 
could at all rely on the opinion of my friend, who professed 
to be acqnainted with the subject, exhibited much knowl- 
edge and taste in their arrangement. America, although 
the country which of all others presents, from its newness, 
a fine field of research to the connousewr and of descrip- 
tion to the poet, is at present rather exclnaively the sphere 
of aoientific and commercial genius. No doubt, therc- 
,foi"e, the person who adopted such a pursuit as had been 
iere followed occasioned no little surprise to his neigh- 
bors, and met with some ridicule for the unprofitable 
manner in which he employed his money, not suffer- 
ing it to accumulate in a hank, or putting it out to tho 
common uses of trade, hut actually converting it into 
4dd-looking stones and dead insects, oi nc> \Xi\.TY%'sin wc 
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BchanjTfaWo value whstovcr. Tlicn, too, Iho i^ea of a 

UBii's nfforiliDf; so mot-'li rtiltbUb the best room in bis 

llouMe, an<i woming to Jcrico so inai:li pleasure from in- 

icoting and arraiiginp; thcin! At thU gcntlomiin'a detiii 

t Ipft bis honw anfl museum to a relative, wbo, not poe- 

jBsing •imilar tastw to himself, very much nndcrvalmd 

Iris ac(|aisitions, and sold both to tlic present occupant, 

irho tunii'd tbo bouse into an inn and the museum into n 

|KibUa exhibition. 

On rvarhing Salem, a neat little town, somewhat smaller 
than its namesake in Massaehu setts, va put np nt an inn 
kept by Dr. Allen, a physician. Here I met with an agreo- 
ablo surprise, 8umc person who had lately been on ft 
loctnriiig tour in this direction had assumed my n.ime,bnt 
being very deficient in talent, euspivion arose, from my 
known popularity, that he was an impostor. As we drove 
through the town some one rccognir.ed me, and the news 
getting abroad, before we bad been Iioustxl half an hour a 
do£cn inquirers dropped in to know if I were the real 
Simon I'ure. This seeming a good hint to me to perform, 
I sent out my bills for that evening, and was very well 
received. 

Our medical host was a conversable and rather clever 
man, though noted for one peculiarity which more often 
raised a laugh against than with him. lie bad an only 
Btory, which, like parents with an only child, he took 
pleasure in bringing forward on every occasion. The 
humor of the matter, for one wbo was aware of bis pro- 
pensity, lay in observing the varions modes bo would adopt 
to make an opening for its introduction. A man with 
one story is not a very unusual character in society, and is 
generally, I think, an amusing one. I read once, in some 
old volume of essays, of one who, being a man of property 
and in the habit of eeeing much company, used to keep 
two or three fow\ing-p\ecea te^^ \OTAe4. Sw V-va house, 
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vMch bis Bcrvanta wero ordered to discharge several times 
a day about his grounds, jiist to supply him with a cue for 
telling his story, a device which served his purpose very 
■well at first, but in the end ruined him, owing to the ex- 
pense he was at for gunpowder. The doctor had no such 
costly, preconcerted signal, hia ingenious brain suggesting 
ever-new pretexts for the repetition of hia favorite auec- 
dote. Of its general applicability the reader may judge 
when I thus retail it. The doctor had a particular friend 
in the town who had hired a highly-recommended Massa- 
chusetts man to take ehargc of his garden, and was him- 
self very fond of asaisting in tJiis work. One day, while 
pruning a tree in his orchard, with the gardener standing 
by, bis hand which held the knife slipped and inflicted so 
Bcvero a wound on his leg that the blood gushed from it 
in a torrent. His helper, looking on quite coolly, merely 
remarked: "Them stockings, I reckon, squire, are worth 
three and sixpence a pair; how unfortunate to spoil 'em!" 
At Albany wo parted with our friends, and set off the 
next morning by stage for Balston and Saratoga Springs, 
From the medicinal properties of these watere and their 
agreeable situation in the midst of a fine country, they are 
now becoming the summer point of attraction to all the 
gentry of the States who leave home either for health or 
pleasure. Powell and I thought, tlierefore, that they 
would support tlio establishment of a theatre for a few 
weeks in the season, and the object of my present visit 
■was to ascertain how far such a plan might be likely to 
aucceed. This year there ■was so great an overflow of 
visitors that I had great difiiculty in procuring accom- 
modation for my wife and self, from which fact I augured 
favorably. I was so fortunate, too, as to meet at the prin- 
cipal hotel with Governor Crawford, Judge Kelly, from 
^fe&jinapolis, and Mr. Pinkney, the member of Congress, 
^H^o took the matter in hand formc^Vt.b.t\v%'[a.ia%S.^\\'£^V 
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ly iradinciB. The rcsiiU of their inqairies, however, w»s 
eontrar)' to what I cxpvctcil, for they adviHrd mo to do- 
dinn the biuincaa altogether, since froia the email nitmher 
of resicltnti, tbo great uncertainty of the eoasons, and the 
di»tancu l>etween lloston and tJie Hpriiign, wliieli iiinst in- 
evitably render our travelling expenses very heavy, the 
of •uooeHD were a^nst us. With thoiika for their 

idoeaa, we took their advice. I gave a night's entertain- 
ment at the Hpringa, which, owing to the naracrnns and 
potential friends 1 had met with there, was brilliantly at- 
tended, and then returned in good spirita to Albany. In 
this city, which was afterwards to bo the scene of my nian- 
•gvtutnt, I made my dibdt as a lectarer, and was well 
pleased with my reception. 

Steamboats were now running on the Hudson between 
New York and Albany, and from their elegance, certainly, 
and convenience, no less than their novelty, were eagerly 
re»orted to. I must confess that I felt them to be the 
most surprising and delightful conveyances I had over be- 
held. Unluckily for ub, however, so great was the throng 
of passengci's that wo found all the berths already taken 
in the first boat that sailed, so that wo had no resource 
but to go by the sailing- packet. As, however, we met 
uiexpeetedly some agreeable companions on board, who 
•cemcd, like myself, to have plenty of time on their liaods, 
with proper disposition to enjoy it, we had a most pleasant 
trip. We were specially favored by the gentle humor of 
old j^lus, who wafted rather than blew us along, per- 
mitting ua to Bit under an awning on the deck and enjoy 
the luxuriant and picturesque appear.incG of the banks; 
and, when we bad reached the Highlands, to take leisure- 
ly views of some of the most romantic spots to bo wit- 
nesRed, perhaps, in America. Though, therefore, wo were 
full five days in performing the distance, which tho-ateam- 

;E would have dono m \,\vvrt^-«is.\iti\w*,-^i(;t every one 
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but the captain thought our dilatory progress a singnli 
advautagi?, aud to this hour I remember my first Bail upon 
the Hudson as the most delightful of all my voyages, 
whether on sea or streams. 

The object of my visit to New York was to engage Mrs. 
Woodham, an actress singularly clever, both in comedy 
and melodrama, Mrs. Stanley having accepted an engage- 
nieut from the Charleston management on rather higher 
terms than we could afford. The latter was the superior 
actress in her special line, but Mrs. Woodham was the 
more versatile, and played characters of greater novelty 
and attraction. I renewed the engagement with John 
Darley, Sr.,* whose English ballad-singing was so delight- 
ful and well appreciated. I likewise came to terms with 
Mr. Mills, since we could no longer depend at all upon 

* JciBN Darlet, Sr., one originally a bucket-ma licr in BiriDiiigliam, Eng- 
liinrL He possessed a rcmttrkiblj fine voice, and appeared in concert, and 
attarwarda upon the regular stage in liia own cauntry. llo was Dot di^- 
tingulatiad as an actor; but as a singer oF EnglLsli ballads he \» saiJ to 
liave been eqaulled, in bis inj, ontj by Incledon. lie was carried to America 
by WigDcll, nitli his son, Juhn Darley, Jr., \a 1193, and first appcarcil in 
Anoapulis, MJ, In 1706 ho was in Haw Tack, but at tbe end uf ten or 
iReke years he returned to England, trhcre bo died ia ISIB. 

Tbe younger Darley, after singing in coDccrt nitb liis fatlier, eaw Bomo 
service in the tlnited Slates Navy, married the bcandful and brilliant Ellen 
Westray and returned to the stage in 1804, sustaintng tie leading parts in 
English opera without a rival in America for many years. lie retired with 
a competency in 1840, and died in I8S3. 

John Darley, 8r., nas tbe son of Mattlieir Darley, a somewhat cccentrio 
but talented painter, engraver, and elebcc of tUo school of Hogarth, and 
particularly celebrated as a. caricaturist. There is extant a rare portrait 
of him, painted and engraved by himEclf, in vhich the ramil;^ rcacmblanco 
can readily be traced. No mention is anyivhere made of the artistic abil. 
ities of either his son or bis grandson, but several sons of the younger 
John Darley have been artists, the maul diatingnislied of them being Ihc 
Felii 0. 0. Dnilcy of to-dny — a marUed instance of the transmission of 
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CftalflvM, and this duw accotwion proved the clcrerer aeS 
or ot Uio two. UaviDg sIbo engaged liU wife and William 
Ruberlson, wo tben tmmcdialelf took the [>ftcket for Nev 
BavL'ii, un our wayiiome; and as, under a light brocxe, our 
littlo veaecl ticw along like a sco-btrd, it was a oomplete 
contmKt to wbat had been our progrow down tho Undson. 
Not beiD^ presaod for time, we dcLnyed a day at New Ilaven 
in order lo pay a vinit to Hurophroyitville, the estate of my 
ainoero and valuable friend, General Ilnmphruya, wTiioli 
was situated about iwelvK miles from tliat town, and where 
he was in the habit of passinff most of the snumer. Aa 
S soldier, a di]ilomaliiit, and an author, the gieneral has ac- 
quired three distinct reputations, any one of which alone 
would have handed his name donii to pouterity; but he 
had rendered so many important services to his country 
thai his claims as a patriot were pcrhnps greatest of all. 
Ho was tho original importer of the Merino sheep into 
Amcriea, for which ho received a medal from the Agiioul- 
tnral Society, and he had established on his estate several 
manufactories, paper-mills, etc, upon improved systemB 
of machinery and laltor, which had their beneficial effect 
upon similar works in general. Meeting with a cordial 
reception, we passed the day with him, had the pleasure 
of inspecting bis grounds, and returned in the evening to 
New Haven. As, however, the nest day was Sunday, and, 
according to tho laws of Connecticut, it was criminal to 
violate Sabbath rest by putting one's self in motion, wo 
were constrained to abide there until the Monday morning. 
Our host at the Inn was a very communicative and hnnior- 
0U8 kind of man, not at all of a piece with the inhabitants 
in general, and, though obliged to submit to the laws of 
the place in which he lived, by no means backward in ex- 
pressing his opiniou of them to his customers. From this 
oracle I gathered some further information as to tho work- 
ing of the famona Blue "Laws. K^ \* -scW tRaicn, they 
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entirely forbade trafle or travelling upon tlie Sabbath; so 
tbat by the letter of the law all goods bougbt or sold upon 
that day were forfeited to the state, while not, on the most 
urgent pica of necessity, might an animal be permitted to 
clink bis profane hoof npon the Sabbatical stones of New 
Haven. From the growing spirit of commerce in the 
country at large, and the unlucky situation of Connecti- 
cut, whicb rendered it the tboronghfare for busincBs, It 
was found, however, to be every day — or rather every 
seventh day — a more difficult task to carry theso regu- 
lations into effect. Accordingly a multitude of peace- 
officers under tho various titles of beadles, constables, and 
Btreet-kee pel's, were posted all day in the streets and ave- 
nues, to enforce strict maintenance of that quietude which 
the statutes enjoined. It was their business to take care 
that no person appeared witbout-doors during "meeting 
time," and on tho entry of a traveller into the town, im- 
mediately to stop bim, lead his horse to a stable and him- 
self to tbe " meeting." 

Thus a sense of duty induced tUem to violate the law 
themselves in order to compel its observance by otbcrs. 
The deathlike dulness and absolute privation of sound 
whicb prevailed throughout the day can hardly be imag- 
ined. Tbe labor of eating dinners, prepared on tbo pre- 
vious Saturday, seemed to be looked on as a lamentable 
necessity, and though such noises as coughing and sneez- 
ing were excused if quite spontancoiis, it was directly for- 
bidden to induce them by taking snuff, or carelessly letting 
your liquor go the wrong way. I know not whether tbe 
cbattering of a m.an's teeth in an ague fit would have been 
considered reprehensible, but in the case of your hands 
becoming dirty I am persuaded that it would have been 
held more con-ect to let tbem remain so than to resort to 
the labor of using soap, water, and towel. Under the 
influence of tbis mournful contrast to the pleasurable Iran.- 
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liUitjr or tlie liglit-hoartod, innocent gayety of a 1 
a Sunday I really concoiTcd myself abstracted from 
vorlit, or, ratlivr, like llie personage in one of ibo 
,l>ian Talea who wandi'red into a jietrified city and in 
midst of hnman haltilntious behold no sign of Ufa 
wliile every noiao was totally BU])pre8sed iu-doors, 
irhat does my reader nuppose be would bear or observe 
wero he to take bis neat with me at one of tbc inn win- 
dows and survey the strc^cts? For the most part he would 
henr nothing, for when tbc inhabitants were allowed to 
iBsne from their doors tbey stole about the highways like 
1*0 many sprites or like the uiyEterionB heroeB in Mrs. Rad- 
clilTs romances, bo light were their movements and their 
steps so inaudible. The principal object in sight would 
tc those guardians of the peace already mentioned, look- 
iDg like a detachment of Cromwell's body-guard as they 
march In and fro with the utmost precision and solemnity, 
arrayed in the squarcK'nt garments which betokened their 
office. Perhaps, at last, some luckless pig would waddle 
forth from an avenue upon a muddy research. Alas, his 
first grunt of triumph, as he lighted upon some spoil, would 
serve as a signal to his enemies, one of whom would secure 
biui on the instant, drive him ignominioiisly borne to his 
sty, and there execute retributive justice for his pagan dis- 
regard of sacred ordinances by forthwith despatching him. 
Or should some caitiff dog, or even ihougbtlesa puppy, in 
profligate contempt of the law, begin frolicking and bark- 
ing in the road, he would be summarily shot upon the 
Bpot. Or perhaps some gentleman eat, amorously dis- 
posed, wonid be so unfortunate as to commence an ill- 
timed feline serenade under the gutter of bis adored 
tabby ; the vigilant street-keepers, attracted by the sound, 
"Would rush to the place, and at the moment, perhaps, 
when a lender response was awakening in the bosom and 
^e throat of Grimalkin, and the passionate duetto of the 
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^plesB pair rising to a climax, botli would bo assailed 
witli a. battery of staCE and stones, to llie interruption of 
their lovea and great peril of their livea. The plea was 
manifest that "love*8 labor" could no more bo permitted 
than any other worker's. On the inhabitants proceeding 
to and from meeting these careful conservators of the pub- 
lic tranquillity had to tako cognizance of young and old, 
and prevent any stoppages or chatteringa on the way, a 
nod on such occasions being considered indecorous, and a 
shake of the hand a tangible impropriety. 

In latter years, when beginning to find it impossible to 
restrain altogether the current of intercourse which flowed 
through their state, those puritanical worthies resolved to 
convert the restriction into a source of pecuniary profit, 
and accordingly permitted a man to pursue bis jouraey 
on payment of a fine, proportioned, I believe, either to 
the number of his horses or of his family. A sharp-witted 
Yankee, returning home through Connecticut, was stopped, 
therefore, at a little village, and requested to pay the fine, 
which he consented to do if he were taken before the 
magistrate who was to receive it, and who was a man of 
great property and extensive mercantile connections. The 
Yankee, tearing a leaf from his pocket-book, wrote thereon 
a few words, and presenting it to tho magistrate with the 
money, requested him to sign a receipt for the few shil- 
lings, in order that he might not be called on to pay the 
fine twice over, should he bo stopped again before the 
morrow. 80 reasonable a roqaest being unhesitatingly 
complied with, the traveller put the paper in bia pocket 
and departed, apparently in no worse humor for the inter- 
ruption he had encountered. About ten days afterwards, 
bnsiness calling the magistrate to Boston, he took occa- 
sion to step into his banker's to look over his account, 
when they informed him that they had duly honored his 
last week's draft for one hundred doUa.Ya. H.a «,\»xti.Nsi. 
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^hurprUi'. They prodaced it for turn, aud bo unmet 
^■rKognlxed tlic Iiandwrilipg of tlio Yankee, with lib sIb- 
^nature plainly altaelied. 

I arrived in Uostoii, re-eHtabltsbcd ia health, and not 
out of pocket, by one of the pleosantcst excursions I had 
hitherto nnderlakcn in the Sutcs. The company being 

•aBKtnblud, we opened the season with Mrs. Woodham aa 
iprank Uearlall ami ihi; Wiilow Cheerly to a very brilliant 
ftudivncc, prcsaginfc, I thought, some success, though falsc- 
Ir, aa it proved, since thin Ncasou, in villainous imitation 
of iu preileoessorB, did not even pay its oxpcnsos. Our 
hopes liai.1 been hiiuyed up in one way or another till Us 

P close, when, the unmistakable deficit staring us in the face, 
vc had 110 other consolation than that of rL-lli-cting that, 
if we were so many hundred dolhirs in debt, it was not 
owing to any want of exertion on our part. Mills and 
Mis. Woodham had succeeded very well, whilo Caulfield 
bad neverthelcM kept bis ground in pablie favor, owing 

I to the numerous acquaintances he had made ; and I now 
wrote to Mrs. Stanley, in hopes of engaging her on rather 
lower terms than she ha<l demanded. Green had not 
joined us, but continued with Mrs. West; Usher, whom I 
bad taken from among the supernumeraries at Philadel- 
phia and advanced to a situation in Boston, had returned 
from Qaebeo to engage some of our company, but only 
.ipplied to tboso we could welt dismiss. From his father, 
in Kentucky, I received another letter, pressing me to 
undertake a speculation in that quarter, and pointing oat 
the particular towns which would form a profitable cir- 
cuit. I had, however, two seasons yet to sustain in Boa- 
ton, and the great distance to the back countries sng- 
Tgested a hundred difficulties, which I did not like to en- 
L counter. Barrett was out of employment at New York; 
poopcr starring at Philadelphia; Mrs. Warren still attrao- 
e; poor Dates, a realWss, -sValonaiT^ fellow, engaged to 
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US for a few nights and a benefit. A Mr. Morse made his 
dibUt with us in Osmonil, and waa tolerably euccessful; 
and that sad speculator, Kennell, who had not got over 
bis saltworks embarrasaments, wanted to perform for a 
few nights, in order that by paying his deluded creditors 
a triflo he might keep them from putting Jiis honorable 
person in " durance vile." Since that speculation be had 
attempted another — an academy near Boston upon a very 
magnificent scale. Having fixed upon a suitable house 
and grounds, he proceeded to make designs for reading- 
rooms, lecture-rooms, class-rooms, etc., without having a 
shilling in hts pocket to carry out such schemes; but no 
sooner was the pleasant work of planning over than ho 
immediately wearied of the whole affair. Such was Iho 
State of theatricals, as connected with ourselves, at the 
of the year 1808, 

Oar musical parties were in as great vogue as ever this 
ion, though we bad no new members, and, as usual, I 
had a multiplicity of invitations to dinners, etc., but, fear- 
ing for my health, continued to reside at "The Lodge" 
nntil winter set in, when I removed with my family into 
town. The road out to Dorchester, over the " Neck," as 
it is called, was at this time even dangerously bad, and in 
my daily drives into town I had to practise a difficult kind 
of land navigation in steering the gig clear of an immense 
bank of stones and mud on one side, while with hair- 
breadth exactness I skirted the brink of an nnfathoraabio 
gnlly on the other. These rides acquainted me with a 
laughable incident connected with the state of the neigh- 
borliood. 

A gentleman residing on the *' Neck" bad a slough be- 
fore his door of such depth and dimensions as to render 
his house all hut inaccessible. A "select committee" 
having been appointed for the repair of this highway, he 
had applied repeatedly to have the slough in question 






I 
I 



I 



83(1 RETROSPBCnONS OF A3UBICA. 

SUod t»p; but tbeir only answer, front n-cck 
" By will by, dear sir. But wo rwtlly caoDot stir in tlic 
tnatU'r nt |)n.-»oiit." One mnming, afli.T a bcavy rainfall, 
tli« Hloiigb overflowed, and pretty well coroplctCHl Uie im- 
jtrisonnK'iit of tho gcntleiiuin in Ilia own hoase. There 
wtu, however, eolaco in store for iiia captivity. Tt hap- 
{wnod tho samp day that «omo business called two of the 
" Kcl PC linen " from town, and their route lay over the 
" Neck." Driving by in a gig at a furious rate, and with 
•oinc hci'<II(t88nesj>, their wheel slid into the gully as they 
were passing it, and in an instant the gig wns upset, and 
both of them precipitated into iho fiUh up to their mid- 
dles. Tho gentUmian nt the adjacent bouse, happening to 
be at his wlntlow, was a wilnosa of this retributive acct- 
dent, and throwing up his sash as Ihoy were attempting 
to scramblo out of the pool, called out to them laughing- 
ly: "Thank you, gentlemen; thank you. I see yon are 
really 'stirring in the matter* at last!" 

The season proceeded with llltio spirit, and wc lost an 
excellent friend to tho theatre by the death of Governor 
Sitllivan. Shortly after, however, I brought forward a 
play in three acts, entitled ".The Fil^mq, or the T-nni^infr 

^ ffur Fo^f ^f thera." which locality alone ^rould have ren-' 
dered a success, as many of the descendants of the first 
settlers were still residing In Boston, but, supported by a 
strongcoinpany, the little merit it possessed was favorably 
recommended to the public. It proved, as I had antici- 
pated, "a good card," and, when everything else failed, 
drew tolerable honses to the close of the season. At 
Christmas I received an invitation to visit New York 
during our month's recess at home, but declined it from 
apprehensions with regard to health. Mrs. Stanley arrived 
Boston from a country circuit she had been taking; 
but as wc could not agree upon terms, she quitted us for 

^ lacralive and agreeaWe 6\\.«a,\,\oft \iM,lio Canadas, to per 
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form there in private with the military amateurs. By the 
letters I received I learned that theatricals were in a moat 
lamentable state all over the continent. New York and 
Philadelphia were not paying their espensea, Charleston 
even worse, and JVIi-s, West's circuit in Virginia was done 
up altogether. Thus we had abundance of that negative 
consolation which some people pretend to derive from the 
reflection that there are others as badly or worse off than 
tbomsel?CB. At last the season camo to a close, nothing 
particular having distinguished it except tho dfibiii of 
. Master Payne, t he "American Roscius," in April, 1809, ■/ 
■which created some sensation in the theatrical world.* 

As the spring advanced I removed my wife to "Tho 
Ijodge," and, as she was unable to travel, passed tho sum- 
mer in visiting the towns within a hundred miles of Boa- 
ton, retnming home at the end of every two or tbrco 
weoksj and thus passing my time both profitably and 
pleasantly. Tho only incident I remember now o£ those 
rambles is tho following: Among other places I paid a 
visit to Newport, with letters of recommendation to Mr. 
^^Baring, of London, from whose family I had received 
^BUcntiona in ray early days, 1 had a very brilliant at- 
^^■bdanco at night, and among my auditors a very infirm 
^^■A gentleman, who was more or legs lame, blind, and . 
^^■uf. When I began ray favorite recitation of "The 
^^Btreo Warnings," this gentleman seemed to pay particu- 
^^W attention, but when I came to the lines 

* Jobs IIowAttD Patme, remembered as tlie author oE "one immorlal 

gong," was also the author o! laiaij plaja irhiL-h arc now almost forgollea, 

and aa the Bo; Actor, tlie firat of a long line of infant phenomeaa iu Ainer- ' 

iua, ho met with marvdiuua Bucccsa throughout the United Stati?H. Be made I 

bis Srat appearance as Tonng Norval, in " Doughta," at the Tarlt Tlitatrc, 

^^lew York, in 1SII9, and plajcd the part in Boston in the same jcar. Ho 

^^Hpmred In London, slill as Tounj; Norral, in ISIS, but aa he qk^v Va. 

^^^Mb lie deoliuEd iji gran us an nulur, ojid aoon tcV\vc^ ^'co'.'a 'iXvct '^Na.^. 
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*- Th* uontlcoDM mo 
OnoE muTB be furs 

he full back in his chair, tillered n sliglil sbriek, Bdj 

He vraa carried out iru mediately, and 
to hifl Bi'naes, but did not rclum to tbc entertainment. 
Tliiii circuimtanctt nnavotdably tlirew a gloonk over the 
company, which, for some time, not all my humorous 
efforts conld remove, till at last another incident as maoh 
befriended aa the other had distressed me. Among my 
comic n-citntions WM Cowper's "John Gilpin," and no 
iODDor had 1 commenced this than a loud and general 
Hhout of laughter r.M roand the room, which kept increas- 
ing OH I proceeded. At length I discovered tlio canse. 
Mr. John Qilpin, a merchant and resident in the town, 
occtipied a front seat, and having a wife who was rather 
fond of him, the story Buggcstcd to the minds of tho 
assembly sundry hnmorous coinciJenoea, The object of 
this merriment bore it with the best humor imaginable, 
laughing himself at all the points, and thus quite disarm- 
ing any who might have been satirically disposed. 

The season of 1809-10 commenced with very inauspi- 
cious prospects, and verilied our worst apprehensions as it 
proceeded. Various novelties prepared during the recess 
were bronght forward at much expense and witli able per- 
formers, but comparatively failed; and the opera, upon 
which, from tho musical disposition of the town, we had 
placed great dependence, though supported by Webster, 
John Darley, Mrs. Mills, Mrs. Claude Dickinson, and my- 
self, never did more than draw the expenses. This was 
tho more grievous since New York, Philadelphia, and 
^^ Charleston had all by this time recovered from their de- 
^^ pression, and were now playing to JIOOO nightly. From 
^^^the losses I had hitherto sustained, and the gloomy proa- 
^^Bpccts before me, I began now bitterly to reproach myself 
^^nor having meddled V\l\iniM\B,?,tnie\i'i:, sBi-Kaated five of 




JOHN HOWAUD patns ^ 



PI RETROSPECTIONS OF AMERICA. ^^^| 

the mOBt valaalilo years of my life in merely getting tnjr ^ 
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livelihood, when I ought to have been realizing a 
pendcnce. But this cannot intereat my reader. 

Wo expected Cooper and Master Payne to join bb soon, 
and in the interim we produced with greatis /a< a comedy, 
\>Y Mr. "White, of Bo fltoa, the author inducing us to engage 
Fennell, who was then in town, to perform one of the char- 
acters. Robert Treat Paine wrote a prologue for it in his 
usual inimitable manner, which I agreed to speak; but, 
from Paine's negligent habit, I only received it on Satnr- 
lay, and, finding it one hundred and eighty lines in length, 

Bent it back to him with an assurance that I could not 
get perfect in it so as to do it justice by tlie Monday even- 
ing when the comedy was to be produced. Pennetl hap- 
pening to be with him when this message ari'ived, prompt- 
ly offered to recite it himself, a proposal which Paine 
caught at with pleasure. Fennell took the prologue home 
with him to study, but when the evening came did not know ,' 
a syllable of it, and, coming forward to the audience, craved I 
their permission to read it. After some hesitation this [ 
was granted, and Fennell delivered the lines, sparkling I 
as they were with wit and humor, with so much of the 
eoiTECtness of the scholar and the etatelincsa of the trage- 
dian as to throw a gloom over the audience which it took 
all the first act of the comedy to efface. 

One day I was called out from rehearsal to speak to a 
gentleman in a coach, and, opening the door, discovered 
poor Barrett* in a sad, emaciated state. Stretching ont 
his shrivelled hand to me, he exclaimed: "Ah, Johnny, I 
smcome todie withyoul" though, but for his appearance, 

le tone in which ho spoke would have induced me to 

L. B*tiiiffrT, tlio fntlior of t!io n'cll-kuown " Gentleman George " 
as Di popular lending netor in more than one English pravinciul 

theatre. He arrited in America, in 1790, but wna past bis prime, and never 

■ahieved greatness on the Amcticau stage. 
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link lio traa jcMing. I Iiad liim removed to some lod|^ 

log*, wbi^ro bis Ocatli did imlccd take i>lace a few days 

^ter, and wo interred tbo oncu famous nclcr in a now 

;oHcD gravf. 
JJeing invited to a party this winter, at tho boaee of 

leral llunipbrcyn, benuntb wboso social and iiospitable 
Woof some of my happiest hours were paaaed, the conver- 
■Btion in tbu course of the ercning turned upon Yankee 
ebvact eristics, and several gentlemen present afforded 
hsmorons illoetratiuns of the one by wbieb tbcy are chiefly 
distinguUhcd — viz., ingenuity — relating various anecdotes, 
two only of wbich I remember. 

A Yankee, performing a journey tbrougb the back conn- 
triea on foot, saw two horses in a field as be passed along, 
one of which be determined to borrow for a few miles, as 
he was fooling very weary. Accordingly, writing in pen- 
eil on a slip of paper that he would leave tbo beast at tbc 
next town on the road, ho tied the note to one horse's fet- 
lock, and, mounting tho other, with merely a baiter for a 
bridle, rode off with bim. This transaction happening to 
bo observed, an alarm was given to tbc owner of the 
animals, who, saddling the remaining one, without paying 
any attention to the note attached to its log, rode away 
after the unknown borrower, or, as be considered him, 
perhaps, thief. Unluckily for the Yankee, he was mounted 
on a slow traveler compared with the steed he had left be- 
hind, and he soon descried with some consternation a rider 
behind urging a powerful beast along the road at full 
ipecd, evidently in pursuit of him. Having neither whip 
&or spur, ho found it a diSicult matter to impel the horse 
be rode beyond its usual pace, and bis pursuer, therefore, 
bad every chance of coming up with him directly. At 
this moment he perceived a cottage by tho roadside at no 
distance, towards which, by blows and kicks, be 
ilia steed Bomow\\at ia.ste"t,Ai\a iKnam ^a.vnlug on 
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him nevertheless at every step. Reaching the door, ho 
dismouDted, and went in. The farmer, riding up immedi- 
ately after In a trumendons passion, threw himself off his 
"fcorse, leaving it by the side of its fellow, and ran into the 
Wttage to seize and scenre the thief, Tiio Yankee, how- 
tVBT, was prepared for him. Having slipped up-stairs, he 
J the front window, which looked out upon the road, 
fad as the farmer ran into the hointc let himself down out- 
ide, mounted the saddled horse, seized the other by the 
^ter, and rode oil securely with both. The hero of the 
Mond story was at least as ingenious, A new litjuorware- 
e opening at Boston on a ready-money and low-price 
system, Jonathan walked in one day with a two-gallon 
keg on his shoulder, and asked for a gallon of the best 
brandy. The liquor having been poured through a fun- 
1 into his keg the money was demanded. Pretending 
e of their mode of doing business, the Yankee said 
ihat he would pay the nest time he came into town. The 
afaopman demurred, saying that he did not intend to give 
any credit. "But," asked the Yankee in mock surprise, 
**do you intend to take back the brandy?" 

tTo be sure," replied the other, "if you don't pay for it." 
Then," said he, " you must bring your measure, for I 
some liquor of my own in the keg." 
This was done, a gallon of the contents measured back, 
and the fellow marched off with another gallon of fine 
grog, having half filled his keg beforehand with Kater. 

Maste^Jay n tLan d otiier "stars" now visited ns, and 
shed a temporary glimmer over the dulness of our theatri- 
cal hemisphere; but we had little relief on tho whole, as 
the darkness only seemed greater after their departure. 
At length, after great trouble and expense in getting np, 
w « produced the fairy romance of "The Forty Thieves," 
^Blkioh proved one of the moat successful hits within my 
^Hbowlcdjfe, and by tho crowded au4\fcftift'4 A it's* \K.'Csia 
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ltd of tbo Roiuon in aomi mcasuro componsatcd na ioit 
Kcding loMco, onnbling rac to pay in cash, though not 
B {^ratitnilc, tho jicnerotia friend who bad lit-)|)i'il me. 

nuBicnl party 1 wiw introduced to a Major Henry, 

ved from Canaila, who urged mo strongly to vmt 

I country, and try to establish a tircait Albany, I 

I awart', I could procure at any time, aud on this con- 

J'ridvralion made a proposal to Powell to throw np my sharo 

%'ia the Uoston concern for (1200 and a bene6t. Aa, how- 

', Diekinson intended proceeding to England for re- 

■ Inforcemonta, and I meant to visit Canada, I rcBoIved to 

(erm my final determination according to the succesa of 

' e ensuing season, ^^^ 




Vl^ to Canada, — Antiuipations.— A RctireJ Actrcea. — Vcnnont TnTcl- 
ling.— Wit anil Humor.— Miiod Soeiety,— Whiteball Tuble Fray.— 
Democrat's EEliraate oC Titles. — Sleamlioftt Pleaaurea and Terrors. — A 
I CioadiaQ Tclilcle.— Swamp Sloriea. — Driver's Test of Dntiger. — View of 
I Montreal.— The Theatre.— Actors' RiTalries — Au Iniliwi Setllamont,— 
I Off to Quebec. — A CanBdino CottagHr — General SUent. — Uciiroraal 
f Uusic — A Forgcr'a School. — A Batesu Party,— A I^iic House and ita 
Miatresa; UoGipcetcd Coinpauy and Unwelconie Kerelrj. — Kcception 
at Quebec.- Xcw Thcatrca Proposed. — Amateura ci, Proreaaionata, — 
Laat Scaaon at Boslan. — Xatire Drnmatista. — Tom Moorc'a Siater-in- 
law. — "FcmiM i^'opoK."— George Frodorick Cooke, — Ueroea and Vil- 
liana. — Mosaop. — Mackliii and Cooke compared. — UackUn and Iiia 
Scotch Scboolmaatcr. — Cooto'a Gcncroalty and Ecccctricity. — Kemble'a 
Portrait. — An Intruah-e Fiddler and lii^ Puniahmciit. 
Obtaininq letters from my best friends at Boston, I 
prepared for my first visit to Canada this summer in tol- 
erable Bpirits. I had lot my conn try -bouse for a year, 
L heard a favorable account of my property in Portland, and 
I had a new field open before me. I anticipated, therefore, 
r that by a few years' exertion I should yet weather the 
Btorm of difficulties in which I was at present laboring, 
and escaping both the quicksands of extravagance and the 
rocks of despondency, the bark of the dramatic mariner 
might yet outlive all dangers and attain, towards the close 
of its voyage, a fair and tranquil haven. 
At Grotton we made our first halt in order to pay a visit 
Wot a few hours to Mrs. Moovc (late Mrs. Woodbam*), who, 

• Hr. and Mra. Woodhaji were brouglit to Philadelphia from Eugbind, 
uWin. Warren, in 1805. The lady wsa very beautiful and vat^^^Wt. 
»eplajedBUcbpartaasVolanteandtlicWiacfflCtacri\?^ o.^.'Coa^^Qlataea^. 
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ritb licr non* husLand, a solicitor, bad retired from n 

ml allcircmcDts of Uio world to this secluded village. 
Pleased as I wiM to m-o licr liaitptnfM, I roiife#B that it snr- 
triacd me, coniudering that a few montha before all lier 
leaeare had svemed to centre in ber profcHsion. When 
moe a woioan makes bcr di&tlt on "tbo Boards," from 
that moment ber talunia are somvliow considered as public 
property, iu which every individaal who freqnents the 
thostro conceives he has a share, and therefore some right 
of controlling her disposal of them. Thus the gallants of 
Boston felt themselves aggrieved when this lady quitted 
tbo stage, and considering their amnscmcnt paramount to 

flnr happiness, thought sho acted improperly in gratifying 
eno man at the expense of a tliousand. I believe tliia to 
be a very general feeling in such cases, 
Xirought by the Burlington stage to Kntland, we there 
engaged a man to drive us in his wagon to Whitehall, to 
catch the steamer which started thence nest day, and this 
coneUiiiion of our journey was more diabolical and temper- 
trying than all I had ever encountered before. The road 
ran cither through swamps, or over high, stony, almost per- 
pendicular hills, which we liad to walk up in order to 
lighten the vehicle as raueh as possible, and whieb we pre- 
ferred to walk down, because our driver, saying be wanted 
»to " make up for los' time," whenever he gained the top of 
an ascent would give his horeea the whip and gallop them 
headlong to the bottom, to the imminent peril of every 
neck concerned. The swamp roads, however, were still 
worse, being simply made by throwing cut-down trees of 
immense circumference across the track at equal intervals, 
with nothing between, so that our wagon, like a boat on n 
' rongh sea, had always one end up and one down. The 
'said wagon was a mere oblong, unpainted bos, with three 
!t home, with great siicccbb. She iros in New York In 1800, 
k, Moore, first appearoil in BobVou na \.iva-j tsazAc «v 18\8. 
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seats nailed across, and witliout Bprings or cushions, a lit- 
tle grease on the wbeelu supplying the place of the former, 
a nd a scanty sprinkling of straw the place of the latter 
^^mxury, while tho horses drew us along at a villainous }og- 
^^vot, too slow for a hackney coach and too fast for a fu- 
^Beral, Oar driver was an odd compound of Yankee, Yor- 
^Hlonter, and Hollander ; he had the small, gray, twinkling 
^Hf e, and the twang and humor of the hrst ; the " do-as-I- 
^B^ease " physiognomy, and much of the honest principle of 
tfaesecond; while bis clumsy, rotund, ungenteel figure and 
quiet, dilatory, methodical manners were decidedly Dutch. 
He united these threefold characteristics not less distinct- 
ly in hia discourse; for from the abundance of his gueasea, 
calculations, and reckonings, he was as supposititious and 
indecisive as anv Ne w -En g lander ; iu his opinions as stub- 

K)rn as a mule, and therefore a Vermouter ; while in the 
yle of his delivery be savored of the sluggish Scheldt, his 
ords coming from him as slowly and sparingly as though 
hia tongue furnished them by contract and was not sure of 
being paid. I would that I could amuse my reader by re- 
^^peating some of hia many comical remarks, hut as they were 
^^BUniDriBmsratherthan witticisms, which were snggestedby 
^Hircumstances of the time and place, without such settings 
^^Weir value would be lost. Wit, consisting of ideas, may 
' fee considered the sterling coin of literature, of intrinsic 
worth and exchangeable in all civilized countriea; wbilu 
I hnmor, lying rather in words, may be termed the paper 

t)ney of conversation, and of only relative and local 
lae. If during our communications our driver had of- 
red me any of the precious metal, I might have offered 
* H again to my reader with satisfaction; but as we ex- 
changed nothing but some humorous notes, things of ao- 
oommodation to facilitate intercourse, in another plac 
jud at the present day they would be of little worth. 1 
rtainlj liad time to become acc^aa\vi\.e4, lot >^wo.'<^ 
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h&i] htarled at foar o'clock in tbe morDtng, we did notfin- 
Ub tU« twenty-fivv milea of our jonmcj until ncArly eleven, 
JUKI an hour after tbo Atoamer bad taken its departure. 

■yfe bad, ttierefore, to wait a week at tlio hotel at Wbitc- 
bldl, till tbo boat itbould start again. 
Wbco travelling I have alwavs liked to meet witb a 
motley atscmblago of people for ibu aake of ita yariety, a 
liking that may be duo diii<fly to my profession. lu tbe 
Ibeatrv wo liavu nn audience in boxes, pit, and gallery, and 

Itiiougb at bomo and in society the boxes are certainly pref- 
•Table, yet when abroad and rambling about a proportion 
of pit and gallery are no loss desirable. Society, if but of 
Odv kind, allowing it to be tbe most elegant niid amiable, 
Would have soon become tiresome to ine if I could never 
It&ve contrasted it with what was of a lower but more 
diversified cbaracter. Even had the inferior grades no at- 
tractive features in themselves, still an observation of them 
would always serve to set off the superior, as the lights of 

IS picture are thrown out by its shadows; but I am inclined 
to think there is no man of a, cheerful and true English 
temperament, like myself, who does not occasionally, after 
the comedy of genteel life, covet to laugh a little at the 
broad farce of lower human nature. 

At Wbitehall, as is generally tbo case, we fonnd a very 
odd assemblage of "folks" waiting the arrival of the 
eteamboat to proceed to Canada and elsewhere. Farmers 
going to purchase on tbe lake, tradesmen to try settling 

I in some new town, merchants with speculating purposes, 
and people of fortune bent merely on pleasure; and all 
these, owing to the enviable system of things in this part 
of the world, mingling together with little or no distinction. 
The table d'Mle was furnished excellently, owing to the 
great abundance of fowl and fish in the neighborhood, and 

I 'vast concourse of people" sat down to it, most of the 
pany showing, in tbeit a\.v.enWOT\% Vo ftus V\'M\4a and 
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Ilfaeir non-attentioti lo anything else, 'what it •wa.a that thoy 
tngarded as the only legitimate purpose in coming to 
table, and giving snch an answer to tbc call of nature aa I 
had previously had uo conception of. The landlord and 
landlady took their places at the two ends of a board large 
enough to have dined a regiment of infantry, in order to 
assist such of the guests as happened to be within a cer- 
tiun distance of them, but those nnfortunately situated 
beyond these limits wore left to their own resources. 
The poets, when about to describe a battle or the storming 
of a town, usually give us some previous information as lo 
the appearance of the troops, and Shakespeare, in tbc tent- 
scene of Bichard, very beautifully throws the sound as it 
were into our ears with the description of "armorers 
closing rivets up "and giving "a dreadful note of prepara- 
tion," Now it being the custom here, as in many parts of 
the States, to sit down at the table before the dinner ia 
placeduponit,thefewininutes'intorimbefore the edible at- 

» lack was to begin was passed at first in silence and expecta- 
^on. I looked down the long rows, and, as far as I could 
fjerceivo, every individual had a sharp, lanky, resolute ex- 
pression of countenance, indicative, at least just then, of a 
" tendency to consumption." Then suddenly arose the glit- 
ter and the clash of steel, every man seizing hia knife and 
lork as determinedly as ho might a sword and epcar, and, 
AitiB armed, giving " a note of preparation " by sharpening 
tlte former, then drawing it over the ball of the thumb to 
Kertain its precise edge, then holding it up in a variety 
pfrf positions as if practising some particular mode of as- 
P-^iault, and finally exclaiming with satisfaction, "it's plaguy 
good stuff 1" But a noise is beard in the passage, and every 
eye turns to the door. It opens, and in marches the fat 
^^ landlady, with a score of blacks after hor, bearing the con- 
^■jpnmableE. Ko sooner were they on the table than 
^^nslftujrlit commenced in all quattcte, vciiV a. tactta Vs- 
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f Ibinff of llio Fort I ncvi-r witiicMod. Sudt tiaoking i 
wwing, cmiinK and tlirusting, breaking, joint-diviJiog, 

l.iriDf^ing and l<-gj;ii)g of gceso and turkeys, such slicing 

K'And Hawing of beef and mutton, such harpooning of GbU 
md spiking of vcgctal)Ire, conid hardly b<? imagined, muck 
R dcBcribcd. And ttiis amid a general evacuation and 
tpact of salt-cellars am) oriK't-etands, the Bpla^hing of 

■4Mant of gravy, and streaming of rivei-a of melted butter. 

eTo the mnnehing and cmncliing, the clatter of plates and 
uh of tabic weapons, succeeded aucking of thumbs and 
macking of lips, and then each, taking a potent draught 
of exhilarating cider, ft:tl to again as resolutely as AlncbetJi, 
and with as little disposition apparently to cry, " Hold — 
enough!" Though intending to be a participator, I was 
near becoming a mere spectator of this novel scene, (or 
the noise and confusion at first almost overcame mc. 
Luckily I regained my presence of mind lime enough to 
take part in the fray. Attacking a pullet which lay as yet 
untouched before me, I was just carefully dividing the 
breast bone from the back, after having helped Jlrs. Uer- 
nard, when a north-country farmer stuck his fork into its 

I seek and made a. violent effort to draw all that was left of 
tfao bird over to himself; but thus compelled to do battle 
for my dinner, I aimed a precise blow with my knife, sev- 
ered the fowl cleverly juat below liis thrust, and conveyed 
it en masse on to my plate, leaving my discomfited adver- 
sary to take the rest home to his if he chose. In about 
two hours the appetites of the company seemed to be 
tolerably satisfied, and the ladies left the table, while the 
men called for liquor and made themselves comfortable. 

Throughout the evenings the public room was filled with 
guests, and a great deal of political, agricultural, and com- 
mercial, besides barometrical and therm ometrical conver- 
ML '■tion was carried on, usually either too profound to be 
^H CTBtood or too BliaWow to tc ■^otvV a.\Xwv4wij to. One 
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^B evening, however, ft Bpirited diitpiite took place between 
^B two rough -looking men of opposite opinions in politics, 
^F wliich, from the ignorant vehemence of both, became very 
amusing. One of them was very severe upon all aristocrat- 
ical institations, ridiculing, in particular, the titles of dis- 
tinotion which prevail throughout Europe. "Aha!" he 
exclaimed, " in them 'ere places I reckon they'll call a 
chap ' highness ' who a'n't not above five feot in his shoes; 
and then again another mister ' excellency ' who keeps a 
gal, perhaps, and never goes to moetin'." 

At length the packet arrived, and, embarking for the 
first time in our lives in a steamboat, I certainly thought it 
the most delightful kind of conveyance I had ever tried, al- 
though I was exceedingly annoyed by an old lady on board, 
who was continually at my elbow, inquiring if I thought 
" all was safe," or knew " bow hot they kept the furnace." 
After enumerating with painful minuteness how many 
oases had occurred during the past year of boilers burat- 
iDg, and how many lives were lost on each occasion, bIiq al- 
ways concluded with an assurance that were the engine to 
give way in the present instaneo we must ail infallibly 
perish, our only choice being whether we would die by 
hot water on deck or cold water below. 

Arrived at St. John's, we took places for La Prairie on 
the St. Lawrence in a vehicle which, though bearing the 
honorable designation of a coach, was really an unnatural 
cross between a diligence and a wagon. The rugged 
Galli- Canadian who drove it was also a singular combina- 
tion of the savage and the Frenchman, the former, how- 
ever, so predominating that nothing was discernible of the 
latter but the dialect. The road had been noted ever since 
its formation for a series of ditches and gullies which it 
required some courage as well as experience to foi'd, as 

tjoay be judged by a legend concerning it related to ua by 
^ fellow-passenger. He told ua how a ^*i44\VL^-^MVi, 
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eontuood in two oaUshes, were proceeding by it to t 
parisb cliurch, lo bavo the marriage ceremony perfonned, 
whcD tbo foremost vchtole, driving into one of these gul- 
Ucti, Wtt« completely embedded, forming, however, a eecore 
path for that which followed, hearing the bride, who was 
tbua carried quite unconsciously over the burial-place of 
ber haplcKS lover. I was able, however, to cap this ro- 
mance of the mud with a still better anecdote of the same 
kind which I had hcanl rclalod of a Kentucky traveller, 
wlioKc hoad a farmer descried approaching at a very swift 
pace just above the surface of n swamp. " Uallo, 
■quire!" cried the rustic, "what hast done with your 
legs?" "Got 'cm under me, friend," replied the traveller, 
" And how's the walking, may I ask ?" " I ain't walking; 
I'm riding," "What, got a horse?" "Yes, eartinly." 
" And bow's travelling, then V " Ob, capital, capital, I aa- 
aurc you ; excellent footing for him noto, but about ten miles 
back we travelled a good piece without footing at all!" 

On coming to one of these ploughs of a aize which 
seemed quite cajiablo of accommodating us e?i tnaaae, as 
onr driver was urging bis cattle towards it, two or three of 
the passengers began to murmur, and the females abso- 
lutely to scream, at what they considered his temerity. 
The Canadian, obliged by this clamor to pull up, rose and 
looked into the coach in some anger. "Why, Diable!" 
ho exclaimed, "what is de matter? why was you 'fraid, 
ch! of dat littcl pool ! I've been in dat littel pool von 
hundred times, and I vas no scare. You link dcre is 
daansher ? eh bieti, dere vas no daanslier even if de coash 
overturn, or de vater rono into de coash. Vas not dem 
littel hos to pool you out? Vhy vas I have do hos but 
to pool you out, when I drive yon into de deeah? jE>i 
■Berite, I tell you, so long I can see de tail of do littel hos 
' tink dere is no daansher at all !" This iuforma- 
Tpever, 80 far from \!,3.->;i.iig ^Jac \a\ftTidad effect of 



a ma 
Klin, 
Bitcl 



M 

B,: 



■ RETROSPECTIONS OF AMERICA. 353 

qnietiog the paBsengers' feara, only augmented them, and 
every one was loud in protesting that it was ahameful that 
a man who was ho careless of his own lifo should have any- 
ig to do with the guardianship of other people's. The 
itch, however, had to be passed, and as it stretched nearly 
le whole width of the road, no little confusion ensued, 
the water running Into the coach, the horses kicking and 
plunging, the gentlemen grumbling, the ladies shrieking, 
and the Canadian alternately muttering at his unreason- 
able passengers, calling on the saints, and belaboring hia 
cattle. Many an exclamation of thankfulness was vented 
when at last we were driven into La Prairie, where we put 
at a French inn with a landlord who woi-o a queue 
,rly as long as himself, and " booed and booed " as mueh 
any Parisian. Crossing the St. Lawrence tlio next day, 
we sawMontrcal in the distance, its spircsaiid house-tops, all 
sheeted with tin, sparkling in the sunlight like a blaze of fire, 
and innumerable bateaux gliding in all directions between 
the verdant, romantic banks of the river, the songs of their 
navigators swelling in faint response to the lusty staves of 
our own four Herculean boatmen, in their white cotton 
night-caps, open shirt -collars, and canvas trousers tucked 
up to the thigh. It was no slight testimony to the pictur- 
esque beauty of the scene that I admitted it to be a full 
impense for even all the joltings of Vermont and the 
id-gulfa of La Prairie. 

I Jound a company playing at Montreal on a sharing 
scheme, but as deficient in talent as in numbers. John- 
son, their acting manager, I had myself brought on the 
stage and laid under some obligations; Mills* and 

^K" Mr. Mills cnmc to Anicricn in 1805, and made liia first appearance in 
BftlLimore as " Bob Tjbe," October 4. lie first appeared io Phlladeljihia 
^December 3, in the Game part. Tic ima a good fomcdian, well kuon-ti in 

Boston, Plilludelphin, and Ken York, His wife viai a fair iralliing ludy, 

irith an eicellent voice. 
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U«]ior,' xhe only ftclors of merit, were both from my ««' 
compatijruiilliad IcflltoKtou, the fomii>ra month, the Utt«r 
■ year ago, and witb tlie eamo object, tlial of anticipating 
a ipoaring the Canadimi circuit, having learned from 
my own li|)a tliat I intended to apply for it on Ihc expira- 
ton of tho luico of the Bo«ton Tlipnlro. Usher had so fsr 
Roceedcd m to obtain the Quebec bouae, in tlie namo of 
t wife, for five ycarv, but Millii bad done nothing here, 
B iho [inblic were crying out for a new theatre, and he 
kad nviiher tho money to erect onu nor friends to do so 
ICor him. Having many letters to the first families in the 
t tovn, I Jit onco delivered them, and, reluming borne high- 
ly gratifitKl with tho reception I had met with, 1 ad- 
dressed a note to the theatre, eipressiiig my wish to per- 
form for a few nights, but received no answer. In consc- 
quenco of this neglect, at which, however, I was not eiir- 
prisod after the attempt that had been made to forestall 
me, I gave out my bills for an evening's entertainment, 
and, the news of my arrival soon spreading, was waited on 
a few hours later by several gentlemen of the town to 
know why I did not perform. I referred them to tho 
management, to whom, therefore, a note was immediately 
forwarded, acquainting them that there would be no at- 
tendance at the theatre unless I was engaged. A low 
fellow, a scene painter, was accordingly sent to me to 
treat for terms, who actually offered me the whole con- 
cern for ^300; but, not inclined to talk of this, I told him 
I would engage witb them on my usual terms, viz., to per- 
form six nights for a clear benefit, which was agreed to. 
As, from their slight pretensions to support, the company 

* LliEE Usher first nppcai'cd upon (lio stago ia Washington, D. C, ia 

t he jear 1800. Ih 18U !ie madeliU first nppearance In New Tork.plaj- 

l^^te*' Richard III." at the Anthony Street Tlicatre. lie wns tor many years 

^^^^fccessful and popular maoager ia tlic West, opening, ia 1803, at Lexiog- 

^^^Rbo first theatre in tbc eUlc qI %.ca\.U'i\^';. 
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had hitlierto met with but Utile success, they resolved to 
take benefits during my six nights, as their only remain- 
ing chance of indemnification. The honsea proved all 
good, and my own an overflow, an aBBuranee to me what 
Montreal could do for a manager when any proper in- 
ducement was offered to it. 

During my stay Mr, Sewell, the counsellor, called for 
me one morning to take me in his carriage to an Indian 
eettlement, a few miles from Montreal, called Cognawagha, 
of which place he was lord of the manor. As it offered 
one of the most curious scenes I had witnessed during my 
wanderings in America, perhaps I may be allowed to devote 
^kfew words to it. The settlement is inhabited by a largo 
Bbody of Christian Indians under the control, both civilly 
^ind spiritually, of a Roman Catholic priest. They have a 
church, handsomely furnished and endowed by her late 
majesty Queen Chariotte; a justice hall in the parsonage 
house, a public seminary, and one tavern. The habita- 
tions of the people, each with its cultivated plot of 
ground behind, have a uniform appearance of great com- 
fort, though also of great simplicity. They themselves 
Bembled the Canadians in their dress, and, like many of 
Ehem, Bpoko a mixture of broken French and English. It 
InraB no less pleasing than curious thus to Gce the savage, 
under the influence of order and instruction, rising up tow- 
ards the level of the white, and improving equally in ex- 
ternals and in intellect. One circumstance particularly 
struck me. In the course of our walk round the town our 
guide pointed out to us a field in which all the horses be- 
longing to the settlement were running loose, and told us 
it was the practice whenever a man wanted one for him 
to take the first that came to hand, whether it was his own 
or not, to make use of it, and then return it at his con- 

Kience to this general repository. This may be a very 
d practice, thought I, in Cogna'Ka.^a, \i\)A. "V ^lavJiA 
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111 bad ilcclinet] my aervices on tbe night of lits 
meflt, but, boin;; much in dvbt, hod not fonnd its profila 
» rvlievfl him, and therefore mado interest with some 
riendfl In the town to get a second. They told him it 
wouli] bo of little use unless I stayed to play for him, wMth 
vaa not more a oompHmcnt to my talents than a proof of 
the wretofaed condition of t)ie company. Much against 

I Jill inclination, therefore, bo was obliged to como to me 
[irith a stooping neck to ask the favor. Though I felt that 
n might justly have retaliated, I chose rather to appeal to 
jHho man's better feelings, so agreed to play for him, with 
ilhc result that he cleared more mooey than had been in 
lh« bouse altogether on the previous evening. 

We set sail for Quebec in a Newcastle brig on her way 
back to England, and with a favorablo breeze made sixty 
miles by midnight, when unluckily the vessel grounded, 
and, notwithstanding every exertion, it was found impos- 
sible to get, her off without relieving her of some portion 
of the cargo. As this would occasion both delay and in- 
convenience 1 proposed going on shore and proceeding to 
Quebec as best I could, leaving our luggage to be brought 
by the vessel. Accordiuglymywifeand I, with our infant, 

» our servant, and a solitary portmanteau, were landed in the 
Twat (ibo captain accompanying ns), at a little farm-house 
on the river bank. Hero we found but one inhabitant at 
home, a snuffy, superannuated Frenchwoman, who could 
do nothing but sing out some shrill sentences and then 
shrug up her shouldera. As we could not make her an- 

fderstand a syllable of English, I was in some perplexity 
how we should procure any conveyance, when the cap- 
tain bit on an ingenious plan to make known to her our 
^^ wishes. Leading her to a kind of wheelbarrow standing 
Wtear, he sat her down onit,tbtxi,c:v\,'AivQ^M^'ii^i\iaH\dW 
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8addenly,ran her about thehonse at full speed; then, point- 
ing to my family, cried " Cam sa f" Extraordinary as this 
method of explanation may seem, the old lady appeared 
to comprehend it, for, giving a slight chuckle, alio nodded 
lier head and beckoned me to follow her up to the roof of 
the cottage. Here, pointing to some smoke wreathing 
Upward from a chimney at some distance, just perceptiblo 
amid a clamp of tree.i, she exclaimed," FciiYd/" Much in 
doubt whether I understood the old woman or she under- 
stood me, I descended to the parlor, and was telling what 
had passed, when a laboring man coming in, she bade him 
put my portmanteau on his shoulder and gave him soma 
■directions, to which he replied by sundry words and ges- 
ticulations to us equally unintelligible. The captain, how- 
ever, was satisfied that they knew very well what wo 
wanted, so, shaking my hand, he jumped into his boat and 
poshed off. The rustic, shouldering our portmanteau, 
•walked away, and we accordingly followed him towards 

;he house of which I had caught a glimpse, and which 
mile and a half distant. Our guide took his way 

;hrough wood and meadow without saying a word, merely 
lating for a minute or turning round when he had a stile 
|or a brook to cross, and I certainly indulged some strange 
conjectures as to how our adventure might end, when, 
much to our satisfaction, we emerged into a road and ter- 
minated our walk at a bind of post-house, llere a little 
Frenchman, a perfect image of Bagatelle in the farce, 

iromised us a conveyance that afternoon; so, dismissing 

«nr guide with apiece of silver, we begged the post-master 

ask him to convey, in as polite language as he was 

laster of, our thanks to the old cottager. 

From a pane of glass in this post-master's parlor I tran- 

iribed some lines which seemed to me to convey a ham 
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" Ufu'i Ilka B yianu-j, and ll Mcni* to m* 
Foctiino'i our *ob)clc; our iaggngc Carc^ 
□ope aur nmijuctur — but NKtetiljr 
TliM irliicli itivn niMi men ctoywbcro." 
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y Tlio Frnnclimun kept bis word, and b^ dusk v 

7brt>o KivcTs, wh(<rc, cnlling or tUo commandant, Gen- 

cal Sheaf, to wbom I hnd been introduced at Boston, 
kfuiind bo was intending npxl day to send off a batean to 
Qucbi-c, on wliii'li lie very obligingly offered ns a passage. 
From ibo Bcarcily of inns and all but impracticability of 
tho roads, tbiN was far preforabtc to making the journey 
by land, and I gratefully accepted tlio offer. In the even- 
hlg I joined a musical party at the geuoral's; ho and his 

idy played delightfully on the flute and piano, some of- 

KTS sang very well, and some menibers of the band were 
Kocllcnt musicians, so that the time passed very agree- 
ibly. If musiu is a less mtion.il entertainment than some 

llicrs, it hoH certainly tbe advantage of being held in al- 
|BO«t nnivcrsal estimation; for, wander wherever I would. 

It England, Ireland, or America, I have found everywhere 
^ taste for music, even in tbc moat bumble village, while 

rcat differences of opinion exlatod upon all other kinds 

f amusement. 

Among the residents in this little town, who were prin- 
cipally French, I encountered a Mr. Burroughs, who bad 
once known something of me in the States — a very in- 
genious man, wbo bad forged to a greater or less amount 
on every bank in the Union, and, being imprisoned in con- 
sequence in several stale prisons, had invariably effected 
his escape. These circum stances conjointly bad procured 
a a reputation in the general opinion of the Americans 
pittle inferior to that of a certain sable practitioner who 
^ BUppoacd to conGne his personal operations to regions 
Indeed, some people went so far as to believe that 
tafernal personage Aiad artas^X^ ca\.!Ai\\s\«iA ^w agency 
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on earth, and that Mr, BurrongUs acted for him upon a 
liberal commission. But whatever profits might thus have 
accrued to him, lliey had evidently been cvaDcseent, for he 
was DOW living here in poor circumstances and maintaining 
himeelf by keeping a school/ How far he was qnalified 
for such ail employment might bo open to qneslion, for 
though liifi proliciency in penmanship and figures was 
undoubted, ho would have been quite likely, from sheer 
force of habit, to teach his pupils to sign any other name 
rather than their own. But perhaps this was only another 
branch of the aforesaid agency. 

The next morning, accompanioil by a Dr. Davidson, of 
Three Rivers, my family and I embarked in the bateau, 
■which was manned by twenty soldiers under the command 
of an officer. Having put on board the best store of liquor 
Bid cold provisions the little town could supply, wo ran 
I to shore about midday to discuss tbem under some 
lady elms, and the day's sail proved altogether very 
pleasant, except when occasionally wo eame in contact 
with the rapids, when the soldiers did not prove tliom- 
selves quite so expert as the Canadi.in boatmen. In tho 
evening we landed again at a spot recommended by Dr, 
Davidson, who had some knowledge of the owner of a 
largo solitary house which atood in view a little way from 
B bank, and whore he expected wo could obtain accom- 
Isodation for the night. He accordingly went there at 
race and soon returned with the information that his 
^iend, a French gentleman, was from home, but that ma- 
me, his wife, had expressed great willingness to receive 
a news was warmly welcomed by ua all, but par- 
ticularly by tho soldiers, who, it struck me, took tho in- 
vitation in a more liberal sense than was intended. Leav- 
ing ono man only in charge of the bateau, who was to be 
^uelieved in a couple of hours, we all proceeded over a field 
^Be the house in qncstion — rather a Ioim\l!Ji\<i\i^&'^ V.o\.'i6» 
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igbl'a lodging anywhere. The mansion, as weap- 
oacbed it, appeared to bo very lurgo, aiictpnt, and dilap- 
itrd, iliiiplaying windows without panes, shatters bang- 
D one hinge, and gatus all lopsided, while iho garden 
id bori! an vqual a]>p(^arancc of decay and neglect, its 
ices broken down, and a profuse variety of ill- weeds kt^ep- 
Ing ihu- proverb in eounlenaneu by "shooting apace" in 
H. Our Bommons at the door was answered by roadarao 
faersvlf, a tall, gannt. strait-laced figuru with a face so 
wrinkled and frightful as to bo almost as petrifying to thu 
beholder as the fabled ]Uednsa*s. She was dressed in the 
French fashion of the old regime — a ceiling-sweeping cap, 
■qnare-tucd shoes, pink-striped gown, and a feminine corec- 
let. designated " stays," which I think our officer must 
havo envied, for to all appcaranco they would have been 
impenetrable to any bayonet thrust. Moreover, her petti- 
coats were of sufficient brevity to display a pair of ankles 
that most have frightened gallantry out of even a Pere- 
grine Pifkle, and which were stipportcd by appropriately 
colossal appendages. She had merely one female domestic 
with her in the house, a fat, squab, ngly little thing, but she 
was herself altogether so formidable a being that she need 
have had no delicate scruples as to admitting even a whole 
regiment of men beneath her roof. Catching a glimpse 
of her countenance as I entered, I felt snre, from its ex- 
pression of mingled surprise and displeasure, that my ap- 
prehension had been correct, and that the invitation was 
by no means intended to embrace bo numerous a company. 
The old-lady somehow brought to mind the Thano of Fife, 
as she stood muttering, and gazing on forma more anb- 
stantial than he saw, and yet more unwelcome — "a 
fourth — a fifth — a sixth !" — as we streamed, one after an- 
other, into the hall, while she held the lock of the door in 
irresolute grasp, as though half inclined to close it 
fentfy and sweep some \ia\l ioicu qI ^\i% atildlers into 
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the yanl. They had appareotly an instinctive apprehen- 
eion of her purpose, and trod after each other in quick 
time and close order, till the whole nineteen wers in, and 
the hall pretty well filled. Then, shutting the door with 
a slam, the storm burst, and she gavo forth a long roll of 
Tituperative thunder, which I believe none of ua under- 
Btood; or, if any did, at least they took no notice of it. I 
must, however, speak well of her treatment, though it was 
due to no generous motive. The servant showed my wife 
up into a comfortable bedroom, where refreshment and a 
cheerful fire had been provided. The officer, Dr, David- 
son, and myself were ushered by raadame into a spacious 
oaken parlor, and likewise taken care of, while the soldiers, 
finding their way in a body down into the kitchen, inves- 
tigated the cupboards, throw logs of pine wood upon the 
iron dogs, and made themselves at home without any so- 
licitation. I learned from the doctor that this family were 
supposed to be rich though penurious people, who had for- 
merly been in businosa, hut now lived in miserly seclnsion, 
holding little or no communication with the world. Eveiy- 
thing about the house, and the old lady herself, bore marks 
of attestation that this was the case, and as I have always 
looked on avarice and inhospitality as two most delestahlo 
vices, I did not so much regret the punishment of our 
visit, nor that our hostess had been betrayed into an act 
of generosity which she had not contemplated. As it was 
our intention to resume our voyage at four in the morn- 
ing, Mrs. Bernard retired to rest eai-ly, but we three gen- 
tlemen, inspirited by our b ran dy-and- water, a cheerful 
fire, and that most convivial of all times— midnight, kept 
up and awake, indulging in songs and stories and humor- 
ous recollections ; while the soldiers, imitating our ex- 
ample, began to carouse more deeply below, and raise op 
a bacchanal strain that made the wide, empty rooms and 
hollow wainscolings of the house vm^ a^^aAti, "^V-a qX*. 
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^^M ImJy's pationco here doMrtod ber, and, finding tiint neither 

^^1 did wo nicAti to go to bed, nor tlio Boldiera to return to 

^B lh« batvan, elio flew into a, terrific passion. For a eolitary 

■nd decayed liouso likv tlii*, in which the Btlllncss o£ des- 

(lUlion seemed to liave reigned nndistui-bcd for years, to 

be converted of a Kudden into a scene of mirth and revelry 

^H^ (I'M iiingnlar enough ; still more singular to us seemed the 

^^K hollow cchoinffs of onr laughter through the gloom; but 

^^F more Mingular than all, though at the same time safficicnt- 

ly laughable, was the conduct of our hostess, who kept 

running U|> and down ntairs, from parlor to kitulien, like 

some discontented spirit haunting the mansion and scared 

I from it« repose by our merriment. But tbougli, for a 
couple of houi-s at least, she kept alternately commanding 
ihoiw below, and haughtily requesting those above to 
comjdy with her wishes, she could neither frighten the 
soldiery from their pleasures nor entice us from ours un- 
til, punetuatly at four o'clock, our sentinel from the bateau 
came to summon us on board. When the men were called 
up wo found not above fire out of twenty able to main- 
tain a military uprightness on their legs, which five were 
consequently obliged to carry all the rest to the boat, 
Calling up Mrs. Bernard and our servant, I then tendered 
my thanks to raadame for our entertainment, when I was 
given to understand that the best proof we could afford 
of our sense of gratitude was to make our exit aa expe- 
ditiously as possible. On regaining the bateau tho morn- 
ing air bad some sobering effect upon the soldiers, but we 
did not get into Quebec quite so early as we bad expected, 
though Done of us were disposed to quarrel with the men 

■ as to the cause of the delay. 
Colonel Pyo, the head of the Amateur Association in 
Quebec, on hearing of my arrival, politely called on me to 
t^e me to his bouse ; another amateur did me the favor 
^entingmy Vil\ lot Voutotea^QtUc governor. Sir James 
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Craig; and I also received many kindnesses from Judge 
Sewell, whom I had sligLtly known nearly twenty-eiglit 
yeai's before at Bristol, wliere lie was studying the law, and 
on one occasion, I remember, played " The Gamester " for 
a charity night. My entertainment waa greatly attended, 
and the companj', perceiving this, thought it advisable to 
offer terms, when I agreed to perform sis nights for a clear 
benefit, my characters to be Vapid, Sbeva, Gregory Gnb- 
bins. Sir Robert Bramble, Ollapod, and Dasbwood; with 
Xord Ogleby and " The Liar " for my own night. Theae 
all proving attractive, both poblic and company were well 
satisfied. In a paltry little room of a very paltry public- 
house, that neither in sliape nor capacity merited the name 
of theatre, my benefit receipted £95, besides ten guineas 
which Governor Craig sent me for his ticket. My first 
lit to Canada being thus encouraging, I now e^cplained 
Bome friends my motives in coming. It being evident 
it if a Bcbemo were to be carried out with any advan- 
tage a new theatre was indispensable. Colonel Pye of- 
fered me a, piece of ground behind his own house to build 
on, provided I would admit Mrs. Usher, the present man- 
ageress, to partnership; but as this lady had no other claim 
to such a privilege than her simple merits as an actress, I 
declined the proposal. As Judge Sewell recommended 
my waiting on Governor Craig to solicit the honor of hia 
patronage and choice of situation, I did so, when he very 
politely assured mc he would not only give bis name, but 
liberally subscribe to the erection. Mrs. Usher, however, 
took Mills in as a partner for the remainder of her lease, 
and it was the opinion of my friends that for the present 
a new theatre would sink onder the influence of the ama- 
teurs, who supported Mrs. Usher hi toto. As these gentle- 
men evidently performed more for their own amusement 
than the public's, and aa under the present aystem tliey 
played most of tbc characleta lYiomBiiAN e&, \ «».-« "V.'a-w "^. 
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eliDtiM bi! opposcil in bringing A comjiaiiy vbich 1 
only dimiittHh tbcir pli^asare. At Montreal tbo case was 
difFi'rrnt; tbcro wcro no ninateura, ami the public were 
decidedly fond of tbealricals, while, furtbcvmorc, the im- 
portant familii's in that cily bad cvi-n been tbo first to 
•peak with mo upon the subject of a new tbcalre, towards 
which tbey propoHHl it handsome Bubscription. After this 
vii'W of aflaira I quitted Canada, having received a letter 
from I'owcU announcing PiekinMonV return from England 
wilh Home fresh engagements, and that the season would 
commence directly. I therefore returned to lioston with 
KM little delay tus pussible. 

Tbo season of lt!10-ll, the tifth and last of my Boston 
management, opened with some prospect of success, but 
terminated, as before, disappointingly, while Charleston, 
Philadelphia, and Baltimore were about as proeporotiB as 
ourselves, though New York was doing much better, owing 
to Cooke's* arrival with Cooper from England. Among 
our new importations Dickinson had brought as a Miss 
Poole, an actroBB of very versatile talent; Mr. Drake, f 
Mrs. Doidge, and others of more or loss ability, but not 
calling for particular notice. Dwyer,t tbn comedian, also 

' GsoBQE Fridebick Cimei ivaa the Grat great iLctor nito come to Amcr- 
icn, tho legitimatG euoaeisor ot Garrick.thc rli-a] of Ecmbtc, and tbept'i> 
caraor of Ke»ii. A mnn of great possibilities but very uncTcn perform' 
anco. After a. brilliant nnd emidc career in England, he made hia first 
appearance in the UDitcd States Xorcmber SI, 1810. He died in Keir Torlt, 
SeptemberSn, lSIS,frotDtheeffeclsof ititerapcrance, and at lust found rest 
iat1icynn]D[St.Pan1'sChiircb there. IleivasborniQ'WcEtininBterin 1TE6. 
t Sakuei. DoiitE iras born in London in ITTS. IIo appeared nith his 
iTifo at the Federal Street Theatre, Boston, In the season of 1810-11. Bn 
subsequently became a manager in the West ; one of the earliest actors to 
penetrate that then little known region, lie was the progenitor of 9 
of aetora and nctresaca, the most famous perhaps iwing ills grand- 
r, JulifL Dean. 
BwTEE woa anlv\s'hniii.i\,w\io-mi4o'\v.s^tt,\,».^ca.TO\w»\aTlublin 
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paid iia a. visit for a. few nights, and was tolcralily success- 
ful. Ho had lately come out to America, rather too late 
in the day to answer his purpose, having, he told rae, heen 
driven by the embarrassment of his private affairs from his 
metropolitan engagements. In my opinion this was a 
great pity, as be was the only " genteel comedian," in my 
'jiowledge, who could have Bupplied the place of Lewis at 
)|11 to the satisfaction of a London public. 

We had some novelties this season of native produc- 
tion, Mr. ^bitCj whom I mentioned before, giving us a 
medy entitled "The Poor Lodger^" taken from Misa 
purney's novel "Evelina," to which Paine wrote an epi- 

Kogne, characterized by a wit and elegance rarely to be 
met with in these dramatic appendages. The comedy it- 

^«df was written with some spirit and humor, but failed in 
its general effect. Mrs. Row son,* w ho had formerly been 
an actress, but was now superintending a seminary, favored 
ufl with another— "Ilearts of Oak"— a piece inferior to the 
other, but which nevertheless displayed merits worthy of 
more praise than it received; The fame of the authoress 
rests chiefly on her novel " Charlotte Temple," which has 
justly met with very general admiration. 

We had fresh accesaions to the company in the persons 
of Mr. and Mrs. Duff.f The lady, who was the sister of 

Bt the age of Ecveutpcu. In 1802, m Drorj Lanp, he nmde a bit la Bel- 
cour in the "West IndiiiD." IIo camo to America iu 1810, and made liis 
(UitU at the Tark Thoatce, Nuw York, in the eanie part. Ho was very 
handBomc, imd in light, daehing comedy irua considered almost irithout a 
rival in Ms day. He was rash and improvident, and died neglected anil 
forgotten atiaut tS40. 

* Wu. BowBON woa leader of a regimctitiil band in England. He nnii 
hiB wife came to America with Wignell, in 1793. Ho nas eclipsed by Mrs. 
BowBon, tlie author of " Charlotte Temple, a Tale of Truth," of a comedy 
called "Americans in England," and other norks, and an actrcs: 
■ge ability. 

t Mr. and Mra. Dlff. John R. Duff antlhis -nile ■mB.ia >^ia 
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rif ra. 'Iliomu Moore, was possessed of great personal at< 
I CniotioDs, and in Itomeo and Jnlict — which she and her 
I hnsbAiid pluyc'l togutlier — I thought ihein the handsomest 
k90U])Io 1 had ever seen od the stage. They were young 
it this timo, and iin]>rovcd very much in their acting after- 
mrd*. A Mr. Eutvisllc,* a low comedian, likewise joined 
n§, and displayed miiclt originality in eccentric cbarac- 
Ii-ra. Rut wo bad also some secessions from the company, 
a party of wliom, of no groat ability, under tho manage- 
ment of Mrs. Shaw and another, engaged the cabin of a 
brig and went off to Demerara. At parting the tnanager- 
9M said to me, in a very decided tone, " I am resolvedi 
Mr. Bernard, upon getting cither a eoacA or a co^n." 
Bnt mortals may not choose tUeir fate. After playing 
at one island they proceeded to St. Thomas's. On the 
passage sho died and was lowered overboard. Thus she 
obtained neither. 

Moat forliinately we succeeded in engaging Cooke for 
nine nights, and this great tragedian made his delnit in 
Boston on the Sd of January, 1811, to an overfiowing 
house, in the character of Riohard the Third. Upon the 
merits of one " whoso like wo shall not look upon agiun," 
I may be permitted to make a few observations, and espe- 
cially to pat him in comparison with his great predecessor, 

dibul in Boaloa in the niuter of ISIO. Mr. Duff nos a naljvc of Irclanil 
(1787), mi] an eicellcnt nctor in the leading tragedj rOlea. tie died in 
1831. Mrs. DufC (Uury Dvke) was the cliief actress in America for many 
fears. The faunder of 7%i ^ea Turk Trilmne, late la life, pnmomiced 
ber the Gnest actress be bad ever aeeii. She pla/cil throughout tbe United 
Stotes with great auceeBa, and died, after rears of retirement, in 1807, in 
the eiily-third year of her age. Her "Ufe," bj Mr. Joseph N. Ireland, 
nppeared in 77ifl AmaHcan Aclor Seria, published in 18S3. 
• Mr. EsTwisTLK was a great favorite in Boston for a numbw of jeara. 
eared inKewYorh in ISU, went afterwards to Philadelphia, «; 
le one ot the huBbands of the celebrated Mrs. Mason (Urs. O 
a were bod, and^c i\e4\nlSwi tJi\eMia\i^'\i\i nva'sKBd. ^ 
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Macklin. Cooke's best performance, in my opinion, was 
hia Sir Pcrtinax Mac Sycophant, which iu all respects I 
consider was one of the greatest masterpieces the British 
stage has produced. Next came his Richard, then lago 
and Stukeley, then Shylock and Sir Giles Overreach; his 
Zanga and Pierre were but inferior performanceH. In 
estimating hia powers I would premise that in the drama- 
tis personm of tragedy two contrasting characters gener- 
ally occupy the foreground — the hero and the villain — 
characters requiring distinct quahfications in the perform- 
er, both as regards person and genius. We may take, as 
instances of the hero, Othello. Alexander, and Brutns; of 
the villain, Richard, Shylock, and lago. For the per- 
formance of the first it is immediately obvious that a 
tragedian should have such personal reqnisites as a com- 
manding figure, a fine-toned voice, and a dignified action, 
not less from the poetical sublimity of the characters than 
their general declamatory cast, so often calling all the 
qualities of the orator into play. For the second, I do 
not know that in person anything can be insisted upon 
beyond a strongly marked and flexible set of features ; 
for the peculiarity of this character lies greatly in solilo- 
quy, through the medium of which the villain convoys to 
the audience, in a series of opinions, reasonings, and reso- 
lutions, his ow^n character and his connection with the 
fable. To perform either well, it is necessary for the 
tragedian to have a peculiar genius, such as has been 
instanced, reckoning from the Revolution downwards, in 
Betterton, Booth, Barry, and John Komble as heroes, and 
in Macklin, Mossop, and George Frederick Cooke as vil- 
lains. These were all tragedians possessing peculiar and 
opposite kinds of histrionic genius. I omit Quin, who is 
said to have played both casta of character, and t 
le English actors, Garrick, Henderson, and Hodgklnaaa, 
tbom, from personal obsevvalion, \ Vno's \,o ^iftN-a ^"s* 
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M. Tkt'ir gonios, Iraing twofold, givea them sn bonoH^ 
e cxclnsioD from a lUt of B[H.TiaItkt*. Tho villains of 
tbe ilraiuA luay again bo divided into two clasiies: tlie ma- 
Jtitic or ticroir, Ruch n» llic tyrant* Ilnrbarossa, Bionysios, 
2Kiiga or Pierre, and the specious and designing, sncli as 
'Bicfaard, lago, aod Stukoley. In tbi; majestic villain our 
Mage lias produced a solitary example of a suq>a9sing 
tragedian, viz., Mossop, wlioso pru-emineuce I mast be- 
liovc, if 1 can at all rely on those who saw and told mo of 
bim, or on Iho envy of him felt by Garrick, which, of tbo 
>, I take to ho tbo stronger cvidL-noe. From a similar- 
ity of porsimul re<|uiBiU's rather than from an adaptation 
« their cap3l^ity, actors of heroic tragedy have often aa- 
imed tbesu oharacterB. In the insinuating villain we 
have bad but two distinguiahed tragedians, Macklin and 
Cooke, whom 1 will now compare. Of tbe two Cooke bad 
the larger range of character, though not the superior 
tragedian ; for though Macklin was great, and in some 
parts of his acting even sublmiely powerful {as, for exam- 
ple, in Shylock and Bajazet) his peculiar characteristic — 
which was power or force, or rather I might almost say 
ferocity — unfitted him for the rep re sen tat ion of villains in 
general, where the opposite quality of a specious softness 
mted. Neither could Macklin assume the majestic 
, villain, for he had neither elevation nor dignity, and I 
I know not, therefore, but that he should be classed aloue 
for a description of acting as original as it was cxcfilleut, 
and thus occupy with Mossop and Cooke a distinct stand 
in the estimation of posterity according to this classifica- 
tion — which will sufficiently mark the difference in their 
style— Mossop for bis mry'tsty, Macklin for bis ybree and 
passion, Cooke for bis apeciousness. 
In ray boyhood, nearly forty years previous to this 

Kiod, I bad seen Cooke act at Chichester when his pow- 
were, perhaps, aa iax f loni. Taalvja'A-j aa -s^ia ^ay iudg- 
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meot. Wlicn we wero now thrown together at Boeton, 
it migbt have been supposed that in proportion as I had 
become more capable of judgiug he had become leas capa- 
ble of performing, since Cooke, at this time, must have 
been Eixty-fivo years of age, a period of life when, in the 
common course of things, the mental as well as physical 
powers of a man arc supposed to have become somewhat en- 
feebled. When, besides this, we consider the effect which 
a long addiction to the bottle must have bad upon him in 
every respect, no one can believe that his acting in Araer- 
ild possibly have equalled what il had been in Eng- 

id. On the other hand I had by this time seen Garrick, 
Henderson, Macklin, Reddish, Smith, Bensley, Palmer, 
and Kemble in one or the other of Cooke's characters, and 
conseqnently not only had a high standard whereby to 
test him, but was in some degree prejudiced against the 
possibility of his competing Kuecessfully with such rivals. 
After this, when I say that however, in particolar scenes 
and passages, some of the above performers had exceeded 
liim, or however his own ability was inadequate to fill up 
with consistent force throughout the brilliant design ho 
had formed, yet that as regards the general conception 
of his characters he certainly surpassed anything I had 
over witnessed, it really amounts to ranking bim, in his 
own peculiar specialty, above the level of even the great- 
est I have named. And when, perceiving what his con- 
ception was, I considered what his ability might have 
been, when nnimpaired by age or bad habits, I could not 
but como to the conclusion that he must have been one 
of the most original and highly endowed tragedians the 
world has ever produced. 

The great characteristic of "The Man of the World" 
being tliat quality in the representation of which Cooke 
particularly excelled, viz., speciousness, affords the reason 
why ho so much surpassed MackUn \tv \\.^ ■^^T^ctwiasiR.t., 
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^^■lo Istlcr confusing tlio ligbt and abadc of the charaoter 
^^Bjr a.a invariable rouf^lini-wi, .mil pftcn attempting to pr> 
^^BdoD cfTcut \>j a grimacing and bullying altogctker inap- 
propriate. Uut Cooko also excelled Maoklia in his dialect, 
having caugUt it wliitu BtrolUng tlirongb Scotland, whilo 
llacklin only obtained his (as he himself informed me) 
rom his Scotch Mhoolmastcr In Dublin. While still nn- 
iT the Bway of hia fernlo the yottng " McLaughlin " used 
( cnti-rtain the other boys by iniitittlng the toae and 
Einannor of this worthy pedagogue, whenever he made a 
! ibort exit from the schoolroom. A little story ia con- 
^nected with this fact. Thu master, who was a strict dia- 
ripliiiarion, bad a favorite expression whenever the boya 
rprcsaed upon him too urgently with their lessons or copies, 
r being accustomed to restrain their impatience with, " Bide 
a beet, bide a beet; Fm line prepared," a phrase which 
he drawled out in a tone peculiar to himaelf. One day, 
having quitted the school to seek something in his bed- 
room, just overhead, Hacklia stole to his seat, threw the 
morning-gown ho had left there over bis own shoulders, 
put on hia spectacles, and, opening a book, began to mimio 
his manner of hearing a lesson. This exhibition all tho 
scholars enjoyed heartily, and Macklin, imagining he 
should be sure to hear the master leave hia room up-staira, 
went on in perfect security. The cunning magister, how- 
ever, was too sapient for him, for, auspecting something 
of the sort, he quitted his apartment aoftly, and stole 
down-ataira where, the schoolroom door being ajar, be 
could, undiscovered, watch Macklin in tho height of his 
performance and bear all the pupils manifesting their 
admiration of it. Unluckily, ho was provided with a pair 
of very long legs, and all at once, making two rapid strides 
into the room and up to hiit desk, he seized the bodding 
Klor by the shoulder with the grip of a vise, and, graap- 
I niJer ia hia other \ian4,\>ra.ui\^fti\\.^ci^\,, (exclaim- 
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ISflg, "Ta daumned scoondrc), eball I brak ev'ry boone in 
Jrour boody ?" Without shrinking in the least, or chang- 
ing his position, Maeklin coolly looked up into his face 
and replied, " Bide a beet, mon, bide a boet, I'm nae pre- 
pared." Hja extreme composure enhanced the humor of 
the mimicry bo completely as to overpower the dominie's 
wrath. With a shake of the bead and an ill-suppresBed 
smile his arm dropped powerless by bis side, and Maeklin 
was suffered to disrobe himself and go back to bis Beat 
with no fui'ther punishment for bis impertinence than a 
kick from behind as be retreated. 
But to return to Cooke: at our first interview hia man- 

»j»er was perfectly unconstrained ; " Mr. John Bernard," 
lie exclaimed, "or Honest Jack Bernard, as they call yon 
on the other side of the water, bow do you do? I've 
known yoii these thirty years, though we have never met 
before. You've beard of George Cooko, too, I dare say. 
I wonder who didn't know me. Black Jack [Kemble] 
used to say that I was as well known wherever I went as 
the town crier or the parish beadle." Put thus at once 
upon familiar terms, I took him home with me to dinner, 
and, during his stay, catered for bis amusement as much 
as lay in my power. 

That he did not always show himself so genial, we soon 
had a proof. He bad put np at the Exchange Coffee- 
house, in Boston, and here a Mr. Ronnie, a Scotch ventril- 
oquist, was also staying for a few days. It had happened, 
many years before, that in some conntry town in England 
where Cooke was performing, this Rennio had been thrown 
into prison for debt, under very distressing circumstances. 
His situation was spoken of all over the town, and partic- 
ularly in the green-room. Cooke, whose benefit was just 
at hand, inquired the amount of the debt, and learned 
that it was £40. The benefit yielding him just the sum 
required, he went without teaitaUoTt to 'B.t't«v\i^%\sA'e».'^, 
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!W tho wbolc into ttio lap of liia weopiag wife, ani toM 
ir to go and gul luT liasband liberated; then, with a 
inillc on Ilia back, and only a, few BliillingB in his pocket, 
spl off on fool fortliv company's next town, a distance 
thirty miles. Ono act like this might indeed atone for 
lara of impruduncvM ! Hut there was a setiuel to the 
ry and a curious one. llennie, of course, never forgot 
ich fTcnerosity, auil now ihey were once more thrown 
together, when his circumstances had undergone a great 
change; ho resolved to express his sense of it in a manner 
whirh he thought wouhl he no less agreeable to his bene- 
factor than satisfactory to his own feelings. Hearing that 
g'Cooke was to have a largo party to dine with him, he 
,rncd from the waiter where the entertainment was to 
take ]>lace, and n^solved to enter the room unceremo- 
iiioM:«ly, rvlato to the assembled company the whole affair, 
and then, in their presence, return the £40 to Cooke with 
his thanks for the loan of it. Unfortunately, on carrying 
his design into effect, the eccentricity of the actor showed 
itself in a manner more astoniBhing than had been even 
his benevolence. Ho shook bis head frowningly, dis- 
claimed all knowledge of the circumstances, refused to 
touch the money, and telling the company that Hennie 
was an impostor, finally, in rather harsh terms, ordered 
him to quit the room, since he had entered it without an 
introduction. 

The eccentricity of character which throughout life 
distinguished him led on many occasions to very amus- 
ing scenes. I remember going with him to Mr. F. C. 
Amory's to meet a large party. The portrait of John 
Kemble, in BoUa, bung over the mantelpiece, and, being 
pointed out to him, with the inquiry whether he thought 
it a good likeness — "Yes," replied he, "it ia a great like- 
}Bs, sir, of a very great man*, but, great as he was " (here 
rose from his seat with an a^ee\:a.\;\oTv ol S\^i.v^,wA 
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I paQBed) — "groat as he was" (then clintbed liia fist and 
shook it at the picture aa, with a Binile, he broke into this 
comical apostrophe) — " You rascal ! I made you shake in 
your shoes many a time !" A roar of laughter burst from 
every one present as Cooke, with burlesque importance, 
resumed his chair. Another evening, at Graupner'a (the 
musician and music-seller), a little, talkative man, who 
TvaB our musical leader at the theatre, had contrived to 
squeeze into the party, and annoyed George exceedingly, 

fnot only by the infinity of nothings to which he gave 
vent, but by their being exclusively addressed to himself. 
At first he was inattentive, then turned his back on the 
musician, then moved from his chair; but the fiddler's 
good-humor was as indefatigable as his tongno, and ho 
followed the actor up all round the room until he actually 
penned him into a comer, whence he could not escape. 
Cooke had been in the best of humors during the first 
part of the evening, but his complacency was beginning 
to oozo away more and more at the fiddler's pertinacious 
advances. Instead, however, of expressing bis dissatis- 
faction at once, he let it go on fermenting in Ms own 
> breast, while be meditated some mode of punishing his 
persecutor. The latter, having now completely secured 
his victim, seized what be thought this favorable oppor- 
tunity to gain Cooke's attention by playing Ms last and 
most effective card. "Mr, Cooke, Mr. Cooke," said he, 
" do yon know, Mr, Cooke, that it is a fact, which I dare 
say you do not know, that your first wife, Mr. Cooke, 
was my pupil?" "Your pupil I" "My pupil, indeed. 
It's a fact, Mr. Cooke, upon ray honor." "Oh, then," 
rejoined the wag (as he eyed the elated musician with 
peculiar significance), "then, for the first time, you have 
given me the reason why that poor creature iras such an 

k infernal ninny !" This produced a loud laugh from the 
company, while the muaician \ooVft&. a,a Twa.'Sa "KiwtSj&.'A- 



RfiTROSFECnOKS OF AUERICA. 



r 

^B> sarpriMKl. "An^ now, sir," added Cooke, in a very 
Bhchi tonu — "and now, air, will yon let mo come nut?" 
B "Come out, Mr. Cooko?" "Yrs, sir, come ont. Don't 
yoa IK'S tUat you have cribbed mo np in this hole for the 
lost hnlf-bour, till Vm as flat as your own fiddle-case. The 
RiuMician riMu in aome consternation. " llatk ye, sir," 
continued Cookp, with incrcaiing BBTority in hie tone and 
sternness in the expression of bis eye, *' I have done yoa 
a favor in listening so long to your fiddlo-dc-dee, and 
■ufforing a wretched strummcr of catgut to converse with 
A tragedian of the atamp of George Frederick Cooke ; 
now, xir, will you do me a favor in return?" "Any- 
thing in ray power, Mr. Cooke," was the trembling reply. 
" Wull, sir, you bavo chased mo all round the room in 
your eh&ir, now bo kind enough to turn round and let me 
uobase you." " Sir ?" " In this way, do you see ?" said the 
etor, and, turning round in hia chair, he threw hia leg 
i it and galloped it towards the fiddler as though 
l^lie had been on horseback. 

The laughter that now rang through tbo room was con- 
I Tulsive. The poor little fiddler started Up in the greatest 
fright, ran to a side-table for his hat, and precipitately 
rushed from the room and down-stairs out of the house, 
Cooke galloping his chair after him right across the floor, 
and putting his head out into the passage to listen to his 
retreat. AVhen he heard the street door close, he turned 
round with a roguish chuckle, exclaiming, "I've expelled 
him ! Richard's himself again 1" This was altogether 
one of the funniest scenes I ever witnessed. 
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Gimngham, Mr., tIG, 118-93. 
Qilliagham, AIn., lIC, US-22. 
GUpin, John, 340. 
Giidlealniie, Thonmii, 9ir, 
OUabeck, Baran de, 3]S. 
Godwin, Williim, 164 note, S60, 267. 
Goldnmith, Oliver, 2S3, 826. 
Graupncr, Mr., 373. 
Gnupncr, Mis. (Miaa Heelyer), 316. 
Greene, Gen. Nathaniel, 64, 66, 36, 98, 

lOB-6,107, 111,318,215,246. 
Greene, BIr. [ -1816], 315, 336. 
&irane, tin. (Miiia WiUema), 264. 
Frederick Melchoir, 82. 



Heckewelder, Rev. John, 37. 

in, John, iv, 266, 268, B 
Henry, John, 258, 269, S66. 
■■ ■ C, Mr. (actor), 135-7, 

i.H.(«rankeeHUr),Ti." 

HmlgkiDKin, John, 26; liag:raphicil 

sketch, 26 note; 27, 38, 39, 366, 

257-8, 269, 263, 264, 266, S66, 267, 



W' 



S-71. 



Hallam, Mrs. Lewis, Jr. (Mra. DoaElas), 

364,271. 
Bancock, John, 31. 
HMiger,Uiijor,21l-lS. 
Harcoiiri, Col. William, 95, 98. 
Bardiiige, Mr., 364. 
Ranlingc, Mrs., 264. 
Birper, Mr. [ -1813], 264, 265. 
'Eaqiei, Urs., 364. 
Harris, Mr. (manager), 74, 76, 142, 276, 

313. 



rcll), 



!.1W^^ 



307. 
nodgkinson. Mrs. John (Mrs. 

266. 
Bodgson, Mr., 117. 
Hof;arth, Wiiliaai, 67. 
Bolcrofl, Thomas, 164 note. 
Holland, Julin Jusepli, 301. 

Howard, Chancellor, 85. 
Honanl, John, 60. 
Howe, Ken, 58, 59, 60, 106, U3, [ 
liumcllavid, 99. 
"lum[,lire)-B,C«l. David, 83, 103,286-7, 
842. 

Incledon, Benjamin Charlea, 276, 361 



JelTenMii, Thomas, v, 92, 93, 123, 176-7, 

', 190, 233-43, 826. 
Johnson, Dr. Samuel, 74, 181, S63. 
Johnson, H., 276-G. 
Johnson, Mrs. El., 276-0. 
Johnson, John [ 1769-1819], 264, 206. 
Johnson, Mrs. John [ -1830], 201, 

I. 

Johnston, Hcnrj', 287. 
Jones, Mr, [ -1806], 304, 366, 
Jones, Mis. (Miss (jranger), 264, 292. 
jDrdan, Mis. Dora, 266, 268, 392. 

Koan, Edmund. 364 note. 

Kelly, Judge, 64, 86, 329, 

Kerahle, Elizabeth; see Nn. While- 
lock. 

Kemblc. Frances Ann (Mra. P. Butler), 
191 note. 

Kcmhle, John Philip, iv, 367, 368, 277, 
286, 304 note,36T,3Sa,Kl\,Wl- 

\K.o»i»idLq,%,VVa. 



I lah^tlr, Utni'iu of, EI6, ST, 107 -9. 
■* i,l>uli*nf.8»a. 

m. Ch»rlrfc i3. W, 9S, M-103, 

I loa, uw, t.'-i-ji. 

IwU, Himli, KT. 
a, WiUiam, SOB. 
dD, Gmi. BenlunlD, fll, H 115. 
», Uul. Iti 174. 

winit. Mnt., 00. 

BsUXVt.lo-i. 
■ £Mlh«rtmr|t, Phitiripv Jic<|ii», G!l. 
I Xowdl. Jim» RuMll, r. 
I I^'DMO, Gen. t^ineu, 1 10. 

llKAmxi*, D., 164. 

Muklin, Ctxrl™, 8«7, sen, BflO, B70-1. 

UwMadr, WlliMm, !;& 

MlJne, PritKC, IIM. 

UilUl, Hon*., 301, aiS-10. 

Itaiin, Mn. Alicriilui (Un. AaUUuij) , 

MM Eliu VUxidb 
Hiriua. 70. 

Hinliall. (]., ]lfl. in-i. SM. 
Uinlull, Mn. G. (Miu lUnlingc, Mn. 

Clarke). 264. a». 
HarUa, John, iM, -m. 
Uiun, Hn. (Mm Kl>ub«th, Hn. 

CrDoke)i nx Mn. Eotwisilc. 
Mather, Coiuni, 1 
MitliKki, Hn. (lubelU llalUm), 1 16, 

2118. 
McKiiiKlit, Capt„ 117, 118-90. 
UdinuLh, Courtney (Samuel Jockaon 

Prall). Wfi. 
Helmoth, Mn^ Counney (Mrs. Fntt), 

364, £60. 
Mem-, Robert, <9-50; liiographiciJ 

■ketch, 49 note; 67, Gl, H, 72, 73 

note, 134, 138,141-6,266. 
Uerry, Mrs. Ki^rt (Min Bnuiton, 

Mrs. WigndI,Mra. Wailam Warren), 
,49Datj)| Idographicalaketch, 
1 143-3, 146, 264, 268-9, 813, 

[Uilbonnie,Hr. (artist), 3GI. 

*"lla, Mr, (actor), 381-3, 836; bio- 
7apbical9ketch,353note; 360,363. 
'1, Mra. Eliza, 332, 340, BtiS rnrte, 



MnoT*, Mr. (actor). 81^ 
Uoon.Ura.1 >» Mti. Wcoilham. 
Muore,Un.Tboiiin (Min \>ykt).ieG. 
Muirla, U»en, Bl-3: bii>)[iaphieal 

iiket<^b.SI-lnut«i 1SS,2I«, 369-71. 
Itoriia, Hn. (Hrao, 82,371. 
Ui>rM4 Mr. I in^ ].Sa7. 
Morion, Mr. («ct«^. 264, «8. 
Morton. Mn. (Sarah Wcnlwonh Ap- 

thor|,).3W. 
M<Hi>|>, llanrr, 367,368. 

Miilile, CJ., m 

Mnmr, Lindlf y, SSSi. 

NMh,GeD.FraneLi,llS. 
N'cckcr, Jacqiiea, 333, 335. 
Neith.Mr„i:2. 

Ni>nli.Lonl,IOO. 

OTtonn*U,Mr..lS8-40. 
Uldroixon, Mia. (Min George)^ 
264,208. " 

01diDii[DD.arJ<ihn,6»,ll«, 
0'Kecfe,Joiin,SH,Sffi!. 
O'Neill, EUm. It. 
0(ia,JaiIiO,8l. 
OxrunI, Earl of, T. 

Taine, Robert Treat, 300 note. 

Paine, BoUrt Trul, Jr., 292; .( 

i;raphical eketch, DOO-1 nota, S4I, 
S65. 

rainc, Mn, Robert Trent, Jr. (Hlu Ba- 
ker), 300 note. 

Paine, Thoraiu, 97, 301 note. 

l'Blnicr,John,74,369. 

Patterson, Miaa (Mn. Jenjme Bona- 
parte), 133. 



Payn 



. Howard, 



sketch, B39 note. 341, 843. 
Penn, WUliatn, 63, 04, 66, 60, 
pEtTot, Sir John, 7. 
I^kney, Hon. Mr., 829. 
Pitt, WiUiam, 75. 
Placide, Alexiinder, liogriphioit 

sketch, 302 note; 204,310. 
Placiae, Mrs. Aleiandcr (Mrs. Lafalle), 

264. 
Placide, Caroline (Mr>. Wating, Mrs. 

&\alLeV 202 note. 
I V\iKi4c, f&u. ijit*, t.!J\iWi^, Mrs. 
\ lAttQVil.'Kfl.iuaw. 




Il*ddlvBaU7. SOS note. 

Plaeide, Jirw, 203 mle. 

l^Udde, Thomas, aoi iiule. 

FoeahanUB, Ia9-e2, 

I'oe, l>afiil, Jr., Idognphitiil ^etch, 

Poe, Sirs. David, Jr. (EliMbelh Ar- 
nold), liiagtaphical ihetcb, 29G NIC 

Pile, EdgM Allen, 898 note. 

Poole, Miu (aecreH), 8G1. 

PopcAlexuitlir.aSH. 

rowell, iaxM\a Stun, 3C4. 

Powell, Mrs. Cbuia Slua^^ 2IH, !CC, 
272,291,290. 

PoweU, SocUing, 309 1 biofcnphical 
ikelcb, 317 i«ite; SI7-19, 326, S64. 

^weU,Hn. SiwIliiifE (EUubetb tlar- 
riwin), 361.2641, 317 iiute,3iaL 

PoirhBtan, IG3. 

Pratt, SamuGl Jackson (Courtney Mel- 
moth), 266. 

Pratt, Hn. (Mn. Courtnej Melmotb), 
961,266. 

Pridcaux, Dr. Humphrey, fi3. 

Prieslle]', Dr. Jiwph, 288. 

I'rigmore, Ur. (actor), 2(rL 

Faluki,Coanl,9e. 

Puuiam, Gen. Israel, 96, 110-16. 

Pye,CoL,362,S63. 

Qiu1ch,Hr. (actor), 271. 
Quick, John, 276-7. 
Quincy, Jonah, 31. 
Quuin, James, 27, 71, 265, 367. 

Roe, Sir. (manat^), 275. 

Baleigh, Sir Walter, 2-3. 

Hamsay, David, 181. 

Biphiel, 7S. 

Rawdoa, Lord, 104, 211, 214. 

Baynal, AbU, Dl. 

Reddiab, Samuel, B69. 

Seinagle, Mr. (majiager), 259. 

Beuoie, Mr, (ventriloquUt), 371-3. 

Bic]i, Bichard, 7. 

Bicbarda,J.,261. 

BobensoQ, Dr. William, 185. 

KobenwHi, William (actor), 333. 

Rt^en, Fnuids, 278-81, 

BolTe, Thomas, 161. 

Rouaeeau, J. J„ 253. 

Rowson, William, biographical sketch, 

S65D0te. 
SowsOD, Mrs. William, Sffii n< 



liulledge, Edwanl, 97. 

Sandys, Sir Edwin, 7. 
Savignv, Ume., T9. 
.Schuvler, Gen. Philip, 96. 
Selikn,Jobn,7. 
Selwyn, George, iv. 
Sewell, Judge, S65, 3^ 
Shakespeare, 27, 66, 72, 74, 77, 7. 

107,238,267,262,263, 
Shaw, Mr. (acloi), 398. 
Shaw, Mrs., 299. 



Siddona, Sarah, 190-1, 266, 369, 317 

SioyWAbbd, 293. 

Sibbee,JaahuaS.,vi. 

Smith, Capt. John, 159-60, 

Smith, WiUum, 369, 

SmoUel, Tobias, 71. 

Solie, Mr, (manager), 364. 

Southampton, Ejirl of, 7. 

Stanlev, Mrs. (Mrs. Twisleton), 376, 

2^ : hioi^apbical sketch, 284 a 

284-6, 29B, 294, 295, -~ 

338-9. 
Sterhng, Lord (Hon. Willi am Alean 

der), 112-3. 
Sterne, Lawrence, 363. 
Stone, Gov.JohnB., 85. 
Sullivan, Gen. John, 96, 113. 
Sullivan, Gov. Jamca, 338, 
Swill, Dean, 23& 

Talbot, Montagae, 375. 
Tarkton, CuL, 104-5, 211-16. 
" (" Blackbeard "), 175. 
e-FingerBd Jack," 136-7. [ 

Tompkins,' Coi., 124-5. 
Trajan, 89. 

TuN»,Mr.(aclor),191-i 
~ buI!,Mr. (actor),216. 
its,William,312, S14. 
Twieleton, Mrs. ; see Mrs. Slari 
Tyler, Pres. John, 164 noU 
Tyler, Joseph, 264, 366. 
Tyler, Mrs. Joseph, 264. 
Tvler, Robert, 164 note. 
Tylei, Mre. "BjAieiv, i 



I. Lak^ sot, 330; l>ioffn|.l.i<xl 
, akMch, Si* mil*. 
balMT, Un, Luke, J!>2,K3. 

nruiiKini, i^u 60-1. 

HMrli, Armsiid, M. 

"t.(*rti>r),SW. 

Jiinik Ml. (T0>»lUt),3R!, SM. 
Woluin, SiHi. 
g«i llii{iHi.Mr.(miuicUii),80l. 

» tUlli, Uniou. WL 

n MeuUn, llaron, EM, M, 100-10. 

■■Walpolf. Sir Robnt, 102. 
WalMcin. Mia, nS. 
W«riiiR. Un. Loigh (Hn. WlUUn 11 

BUkc); Me Cuotina I-Ucidc 
Wuralt, Ur. (actor), !C4. 
■WuTwi, Dr. JoMph, 81. 

■*" 1 [1T67-I8SZ], »i. T2 

c, 110,14* note, 2C1.!C8, 313, MA, 

ffamn. Hn. WUli«m (MIh lininton, 
Un. WieneU) t m Mi& Mcrrr. 

Vubington, U«(>tm vi, bS. 60, HS-Bfi, 
M, 99, 10ft, 107, 108, 110, 120, ISl, 
HI,!3I,23S. 

Vruhlngtoa, Un. George, 

ffij'nc. Gen. " ' 

~" ■ lcr,Ui.(v<icilut},8l3,SW. 

Welkibiv, Uiichkiiitiai uf (Uu* C«- 

, toil), ix3. 

WeU, Ura.. 330, H39. 
■WeXrsr.EIlvu (Un. Dirley),331 noti?. 



Wcalnjr, JuIUna (Ifm W. R W«O0, 

Wliilp, WUliim ChiriM, 34 1, 3GS. 
Whiulock, Mr., 3(H, 
Whi(etaek.Unb(£liubMh K«m1ile), 
tW-l I Liognpbical iketch, 190-1 

iK>u: 100,204. 
WignFlliThoniM, ir, 30; bingnphicol 

■kcuh, S2-3 i»t«; 01, T% Ti Bolt. 

M, 110, IM note, 164, 258^, S61, 

VU, 331 noic. 
H'igDeU. Mra. 'nionai (lliiw Rrunton, 

Mn. Wiiren} ; sm lira. Ucrnr. 
WilliaiiM, UMthex, 231. 
WilUimaon, J. DrDwii, S5G, 204. 
WIUiwMim, Hnk J. Bnwn (Hin Fon- 

trnelle), 2H:. !«4. 206. 
U'ilhi!r*pnDn, Mr., 124-G. 
Wolfe. (Jen. JmijB, KM, 
Wolwv, Ctniioal. 121. 
Wood. WiUUm a, sa oore, K note, 

144 ; liiogrsphioal aketch, 144 note. 
Wood, Ur>. W. a (JuliKDii WnCny), 

144 note. 
Woodbam, Ur., biiigrapliiciil sketch, 

346-0 iwM. 
Woodbam, Unt, 331, 33 

icol ikelcli, 346^ note 
WooIb, Stephen, 182-8. 
WrigHUiH (Mn. John Bemird). if, 

V, 33, 276, 882-8, 802, 307,313,327, 

850, B61-S. 
Wroughlon, Mr. (acwr), 312. 
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